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BAY OF HONDURAS.

REAT part of the country, bordering on the Bay of Honduras, and where the
beft logwood grovss, is low and marfhy ; in fome places, it is annually, or every other
year 4 or 5 feet overflowed. The logwood trees are generally fhort and crooked, tho’
fome few are tall and ftraight, having a fmall leaf, and prickly, not \mllke the
Englith white thorn: thefe trees bloffom and bear feed, which vegetate in regular
lines. In the dry feafons, the baymen (or logwood cutters) on finding a number
of trees, ereét huts near them, and after cutting them down, they ftrip the.bar[_{,
cut the trees into Logs,. which they pile on the ground, where they remain till
the land floods favour their removal; from thence they are brought in canoes to
the neareft river, and are conveyed to their principal ftore at the Burcadgroes.
The baymen have alfo huts, wherein they refide, built on high banks, to fecure
themfelves from the floods, till the traders come and buy the logwood, which
is generally fold at 5/ per ton, Jamaica currency. The traders ufe flac-bottomed
boats to convey the timber to their veffels, which lie at the diftance of 40 or 50 miles
down the river. Here are fome large traéts of fine land, that afford good pafturage
for cattle ; and as the land is never under water, it would, if properly cultivated,
produce American fruits and vegetables in abundance, In the rivers and creeks
are found great numbers of allegators guanoes, and plenty of fith; here are al(o. guams,
confos, feveral kinds of ducks, cockatoos, macaws, parrots, curlews, &c. likeyvlle deer,
but {mall and lean, tygers and monkeys, and in the bay green turtle, fome-ma-
natti, and an excellent fort of fith called jew-fith, fomething like a cod, but much
more agreeable to the tafte. The bay of Honduras would be of infinitely more importance
to Great Britain than it ever yet hath been, provided it was avowed an Englith co!ony,
and eftablithed under proper regulations and reftrictions, which might be accom?llfhcd
with litle trouble and expence to government. The trade here formerly carried on
¢ the Dutch, hath greatly injured our mother country; their fhips being generally
treighted from Holland to Curacoa, where they commonly deliver the greateft part of
their cargoes, and then run down to the bay of Honduras, with fundry goods, fuch as
Hollands, ftripes, checks, callicoes, cambricks, muflins, Ofnaburghs, fail cloth, cordage,
powder, fhot, fmall arms, cutlafies, and other hardware: likewife, brandy, geneva, arrack,
wine, fugar, earthen, and China ware, &c. It was remarked, that the Dutch fhips were
always the firft loaded, and with-the beft wood, large quantities being fent to Holland,
on freight, on advantageous terms, (allowing one half for the freight of the other)
whereby the principal baynen’s property was lodged in Holland, and the Dutch enabled
to fupply foreign markets with logwood cheaper than the Englifh merchants; great part
of their remitrances being ufually made in goods, by which means they undcncll_ !l_le
Englith. To obviate this, the logwood trade might eafily be fecured to Great-Britain
by a fmall company of merchants concraéting for all that is cut there, on ftipulated
terms: an object, 1 am perfuaded, highly worthy the attention of our merchants, and whlch
might be accomplithed by fending out fhips freighted with proper goods, to purchafe
part, and carry the remainder on freight, as practifed by the Dutch, proper regu-
lations being made to prevent them, from ever trading to the bay: befides the
logwood, fuitick, and other dying woods, there arealfo great quantities of fine maho-
gany. The logwood bartered by the American traders for their provifions and hardwares,
which is very confiderable, is fent to Holland or Hamburgh, very little of it being ufed
by them, or fent to England. The Spaniards have frequently interrupted the trade in
the bay, and often plundered the Englifh, and drove them from thence, which hath caufed
many of the baymen to fettle at Rio Tinto, or Black River, on the Mofquito fhore,
where they cut mahogany, and gather farfaparilla, &c.

SALAMANCA de BACCALAR.

Spanifh town, fituated between 18 and 19 deg. of N. lat. in go deg. and

a half W. long. at the mouth of the new River, on the N. fide of the bay of
Honduras, in the province of Yucatan, is under the jurifdiction of the governor of Merida.
In the year 1766, this town confifted of about 120 thatch’d houfes; half of the inhabitants
were Spaniards, the other half Mulattoes and free negroes, a kind of banditti living
chiefly on plunder. In this town is a caftle, called St. Phillips, a fquare edifice built
of ftone, mounting 14 guns of g, 6, and 4 pounders, furrounded with a dry ditch, and
at that time in a very poor condition ; a corporal and five men were kept at the look-out
at A, (vide the chart) and relieved every fortnight, one of whom was employed daily to
carry intelligence to the town and returned the next morning.

St. FERNANDO de OMO A.

Spanifh town, fituated on the S. fide of the bay of Honduras, inlat. 15 deg. 50 ming

N. and long. 89 deg. 55 min. W. from London; hatha very fine harbour, where

dhips of any burthen may ride with fafety. This town was firft fettled by the Spaniards
in the year 1751, and for feveral years after, during the peace with Spain, a Spanifh
Guarda Cofta brig, mounting 16 carriage guns, and commanded by Don Jofeph Antonio
de Ralmo, was ftationed there, who frequently robbed and plundered Englifh vefiels,
and no ftep was taken to check their depredations. In the town were 30 foldiers,
befides officers, and the inhabitants confifted of about zo white men, 60 Mulattoes and
free negroes, with 200 flaves belonging to the king of Spain. The fort, which was built
only with fand in boarded coffers, and faced with half-burnt bricks, was in Jan. 1762, in
a very ruinous condition; it had 12 fine brafs cannon, of 24 pounders mounted, with
{ome brafs field pieces, and 4 or 5 iron guns of different bores. The Spaniards were
then building a new fort of ftone, which was at that time raifed one foot above
. ground, and the inhabitants expected that as foon as it was properly tenable,
that brig would range the Mofquito (hore, and take every veflel that could be met with,
having a good leeward fort to retire to in cale of danger; but, was this fort in poffeffion
of the Englifh, a very advantageous trade might be opened there, it being a Barcadero
for great part of the province of Guathemala, &c. There are feveral inland towns,
Sglt, Senegar, Alantio, Yowra, Catamawa, St. Pedro, 8zc. containing each about 200
inhabitants, where a confiderable trade hath formerly been carried on by exchanging
the manufatures of Great-Britain for mules, horfes, tallow, hides, dollars, piftoles, &c.
In each of thefe towns prefides a Teniento, or Lieutenant, under the governor of Cumia-
gua, whichis within the jurifdiction of the Audiencia, of the province of Guathemala.

MOSQUITO SHORE

HAT part of the continent known by this appellation, extends from Punta de
Cattile, or cape Honduras, round cape Gracias A Dios to the river St. Juan, pro-
ceeding from the lake Nicaragua. This country was never conquered by the Spaniards.
‘The Mofquito Indians are ftaunch friends to the Englifh, but implacable enemies to
the Spaniards; they are naturally of a lazy difpofition, and will feldom work,
unlefs compelled to it by neceflity. They cut mahogany, build canoes, catch
tortoife, and may be otherwife very ufefully employed ; but the chief fervice they
are of is in affiting to maintain the Englifh poffefiions on the continent, proteéting
the trade carried on here, (which might be confiderably encreafed) and keeping
the neighbouring Spanifh fettlements in awe of them: by thefe means the court of
Great-Britain might, by their affiftance, eftablifh colonies, or penetrate into a valuable
part of the Spanith American dominions. Befides the Mofquito Indians, who live along
the fea coaft, there are many other tribes who inhabit the mountains, vales, and plains of
this extenfive continent, viz. the Pawyers, Panamakaws, Twakas, Muflues, Woolvas,
Ramas, Cuckeras, &c. Thefe people having very little commerce or connexion with the
Spaniards, might with little trouble be made a very ufeful people; many of the inhabitants
on the Mofquito fhore are not infenfible of it, from the experienced fidelity and
attact of the P: kaws up Wanks River, and the Ramas at Punta Gorda, &c.
who have all behaved well to the Englifh, and would gladly hold a friendly correfpondence
with them ; yet, fuch is the inhumanity and ingratitude of fome of our people, that
they take every opportunity of trepanning the unfortunate natives, and felling them to
the Dutch, the North Americans, and even to our own Weft-India iflands, notwithftand-
ing the provifional law to the contrary. By this cruel and infamous practice, after placing
em i i iends, thef or inlanders
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have (much againft their inclination; as well as the intereft of the Englith plariters) fled\

to the Spaniards for protection, and doubtlefs others will follow their example, from
a natural antipathy to fuch illegal and ungenerous proceedings. This bafe practice
was firft begun by a few notorious villains, who wickedly and malevolently iclinuated
to the Mofquito men, that this handful of poor wretches were going to make war with
them, tho’ fuch a fcheme muft by all reafonable people, who have any knowledge of
the nature and fituation of thefe inhabitants, and of the Woolvas and Cuckeras, be
looked upon, not only as improbable, but even impoffible; yet the advantage the

Mofquitoes and their inftigators find by this trade, induces them to purfue it at [§
all opportunities, and it is not in the power of the fuperintendant to put a ftop |d

to it, being generally pradtifed 400 miles from the place of his refidence. Although
the Mofquito Indians inhabit all the coaft from Cape Honduras to the Lake Nicaragua,
yet they are the moft numerous near Cape Gracias A Dios, efpecially up Wanks River,
and about Sandy Bay, where their king refides.
160 miles up Wanks River; and are very friendly to the Englifh, and might
be very ferviceable to them in carrying on an inland trade with the Spaniards. Terms
of agreement were actually entered into by the Mofquito Indians in the year 1761, on
condition that the Spaniards fhould not come below the Falls, (about 150 miles from
Cape Gracias A Dios) and that they fhould pay them a tribute of 20 head of cattle
annually, for permiffion to trade with the Englifh through their country.

RIOTINTO, or BLACK RIVER.

THIS place hath been the rendezvous of the logwood cutters for near 6o years paft,
when driven by the Spaniards from the Bay of Honduras, many of them chofe
this place as a refuge where they might live a lawlefs and abandoned life with impunity,
till they received information from their fcouts, (who keep a vigilant look-out) of the
Spaniards having quitted the bay : as fuch expulfions frequently happened, numbers of

fhips bound for the bay ufually ftopt here for intelligence, if the mafters found there was |

any probability of getting loaded with logwood, they proceeded, if not, thofe poffefied
of any degree of honefty would alter their voyage, others would run the hazard of fink-
ing, or defignedly caft away the veffels they were entrufted with in fome convenient place,

and appropriate the cargo to their own, and their affociates private ufe, which enabled |4
them to fet up for baymen; this practice for a time fucceeding, and encouraged others of |§

the fame ftamp to obtain confiderable cargoes on credit under the fair pretence of dif-
pofing of them by commiffion for their employers, whereby fome Jamaica and North-

American Merchants have been great fufferers. By thefe means greater quantities of [§

European goods have been brought there, than the inhabitants had occafion for
which induced rhem to open an inland trade with the neighbouring Spaniards, who rea-

dily embrac’d the opportunity. This trade hath been carried on to a confiderable |§
amount, and proved very advantageous to the adyenturers, efpecially to thofe who are |

of different principles to the firft fettlers, and who live with fome decency, however
time, and an increafe of inhabitants, may eradicate thefe pernicious cuftoms. The foil
for half a mile from the fea is for the moft part fandy ; though in fome places low and
{wampy with Mangroves: up the rivers and lagoons it is more fertile, and produces
plenty of Indian corn, plantanes, yams, cocoas, potatoes and other vegetables, like-
wife fugar canes, of which the inhabitants propofe making rum. The rivers and lagoons
are well ftocked with fith; in the woods there are deer, fwine, and wild fowl. On

the fea coaft in the months of March, April, May, June, and again in Aug. and |4

Sept. are found abundance of the fineft turtle. The dry feafon being generally in
Sept. and continues till June, which is fucceeded by wet fqually weather, till the middle

of July, at which time fet rains continue till the latter end of Aug. or the beginning |8 i 7 ¢ p 3
§| furprifed and took a Spanifh breaft-work, containing 4 fmall carriage, and 6 fwivel guns,

of Sept. the N. Winds begin early in Nov. and blow at intervals till Feb. they are

generally higheft about the full and change of the moon, and are moft viclent in the |§
months of Dec. and Jan. during which time no perfon chufes to go to Black River with |3

veffels that draw more than five feet water, it being difficult to go over the bar ; on the

outfide it is an open and dangerous road, a lee fhore, and with a N. wind runs a violent |§
great fea; there is no harbour or fhelter for a veffel to the eaftward, nearer than Cape |§

Gracias A Dios, nor to the weftward than Ruattan or Bonacca. The country, from
Black River to Cape Gracias A Dyos, and from thence to the fouthward as far as Blew-

fields is chiefly inhabited by the Mofquito Indians not above 20 white men refiding on |}
that long tract of land, tho’ much better places are to be found either for fettlements |§
or trade than Black River. About the Savanna’s up Black River live the Pawyer |§
Indians, who once were numerous but are now greatly decreafed, occafioned by the ill |#
treatment they for many years received from the Mofquito men, who conquered them in |8

a pitched battle about 60 years ago, and ever fince (zill lately) exacted fuch large con-

tributions of cattle, &c. that they were obliged at the rifque of their lives to gointo the |§

Spanifh Territories, and there by ftealth provide the number demanded in order to fave
their wives and children from being earried away, and made flaves. During thofe ex-
curfions the Mofquito men kept poffeffion of the houfes, wives and families of the Pawyers
till their unreafonable demands were complied with 3 this pra@ice being continued many
years, caufed numbers of them to fly to the Spaniards for refuge, and thofe now left,
are fo induftrious and ufeful to the Englifh, that without them a great part of the trade
between the Englifh and Spaniards would be atan end.

BRL U_E¢F EESESINS.

ERE is a good harbour for fimall vefiels, having on the bar, at low tide, 12 feet
water, at high tide 13 to 15 feet, and in the harbour 3 and 3+ fathom. The land

is of a good foil, and rifes with a gradual afcent, for fome miles, into the country ; up
the river grows plenty of large mahogany, cedar, and other good timber, fit for
building. A beneficial trade might be opened and carried on between the Englith and
Spaniards to the cities of Leon and Grenada, and the other towns fituated on the lake of
Nicaragua, fome fuccefsful attempts having been lately made. On the fea-coaft a great
quantity of torteife is caught; and in the harbour and the lagoon, called Hone Sound,
are abundance of fifh and oyiters. A few miles up the main river live the Woolvas and
Cuckera Indians, a very friendly and induftrious people. Henry Corrin, from Jamaica,
fettled here in June 1752, who made an ample fortune by his own induftry, from the
plentiful produce of this place. He manufactured confiderable quantities of mahogany,
tortoife-fhell, &c. which he exported to Jamaica and the northern colonies. He alfo

took great pains to civilize the neigbouring Indians, viz. the Woolvas and Cuckeras ; (§

for on his firlt arrival there they were almoft wild, having had very little commerce with

the Englifh or Spaniards. . T'he harbour might be eafily fortified, there being plenty, |§

of ftone fit for that purpofe, and oyfter-fhells fufficient for lime.

N EC AR 4 GUA

THE lake Nicaragua is'about 300 miles long and 50 broad, fupplying the river St.

Juan to the E. and the rivers Releajeo and Leon to the S. W. In the eaft part, [§

from the fort St. Juan to the fea, the river is near go miles, has many falls that
render the paffage to the lake very difficult; it is, however, effected by the Indians,
who are expert in this fort of navigation. The ufual method with traders is, to
convey their goods on mules by land above the falls, and the Indians either
traét their craft or canoes to them, or hire others until they have pafied all the falls
to the lake, which is navigable for large veffels, and hath many rich Spanifh cities and
towns in its environs.

lake to the fouth fea, is no more than 15 miles. The north fide of the lakeis the boun-

dary to the Mofquito fhore, the Spaniards never daring to pafs over to thofe free Indians, [{

who have maintained their liberty againft them ever fince the conqueft of the other parts
of this extenfive continent, in which they were greatly affifted by the free-booters and

nama, on the fouth fea, pafied over to this lake, ravaging the citics of Grenada, Leon.
. = - ;

#| of mulattas and negroes.

gy Barra
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Releajeo, and others in their way ; but being at laft greatly preffed by the Spaniards,
who continually formed ambufcades, they retreated into the country, and went down the
river Wanks (or Wallis) to Cape Gracias A Dios; there they met with a friendly reception

il from the Mofquito Indians ; and many of them remained amongft thofe people, and taught
The Panamakaw Indians live about |g

the Indians the ufe of fire-arms, in which they now excel. The Spaniards have exerted
every effort to guard this communication to the fouth fea, knowing the facility of carrying
on a very large and profitable trade with the Indians under their jurifdiction, and their

other fubjects inhabiting the many neighbouring cities and extenfive rich coaft. They g

will run any rifk, and travel any diftance to meet the traders, to fupply themfelves with

i| the neceffaries they cannot otherwife get but at a moft exorbitant rate from Old Spain,
| and that only once a year, very feldom twice. Theirbeing thus fituated, the leaft encou-

ragement from our government would be attended with vaft advantage to Great-Britain,
by exchanging its manufactures for the riches of the country, in which we can have no

i| rival, as all the power of Spain could not prevent this trade, fecured by the fituation of

our fettlements, and the affiftance of a numerous army of trufty Indians, who are
naturally enemies to the Spaniards, but firm friends to the Englith.” At the head of the
river St. Juan, on the fouth fide, at the eaft end of the lake Nicaragua, the Spaniards

have a ftone caftle, built on arock, of eafy afcent, environed with a dry ditch, near 6 (¥

feet deep, and the height from the bottom of the ditch to the top of the wall is about 16.
Here are mounted 25 cannon, (18 brafs and 7 iron) fome 18 and fome 8 pounders ; it is
generally garrifoned with 100 men, moft of them having been convicts, fent thither for
crimes ; the reft are country peafants, who go as volunteers for the pay.

S P ANTS H A AN

ARPENTER’s River, or Rio Matina, is about 20 leagues S. E. from the river St.
Juan, and 70 miles up it'is a Spanifh town, calied Caratagua, which produces
large quantities of the beft cocoa, or chocolate. To the mouth of this river Englifl

4| vellels ufed to refort, and trade with the Spaniards for confiderable fums of money in

that commodity. The Spanifh traders of this place appointed fome Englith vefftls to
return in Aug. 1759, where they engaged to meet them with large effeéls to traffic 5
and, on the 26th of that month, 3 floops, and 3 pettiaguas from Curacoa, Jamaica,
and the Mofquito (hore arrived: on the 28th they dealt with the Spaniards, to the amount

dl of 12,000 pieces of eight, and made fair promifes to trade with them for a larger fumina
i| few days. They perfuaded the Englifh, Dutch, and Mofquito men to leave their veffelsat

anchor, without the bar, and ere¢t tents on the banks of the river, where they carried their
goods, and waited for their return.; At 4 o’clock in the morning, of the 3oth of the
fame month they returned with a number of ‘armed men, who ruthed into their tents,
furprifed and murdered about 60. Two white men only and a few Mofquito Indians
efcaped by jumping into the river and fwimming acrofs. ~As feveral Mofquito men, as

well as Englith and Dutch, were killed, the Mofquito king refolved to be revenged ff

on the Spaniards of Caratagua at a proper time, and in Sept. 1760, Dillfon, admiral
of the Mofquitos, with 6 pettiaguas and 150 men, went to Carpenter’s River, where he

and ‘70 or 80 Spaniards, 30 of whom they fhut up in a thatch’d houfe and burnt them ;
about 30 more they put to death immediately, and 11 they brought away prifoners, with
9 pettiaguas, which the Spaniards had taken from the Englifh within the two laft years.

BOCO dd TORO.

HERE is a good harbour for fhips. The iflands near it are high and the lands very
good, as they are alfo on the main. From a mountain near the fouth fide of the
harbour (by the natives account) the South fea may be defery’d on a clear day.  This
place was in poffeffion of the Boco Toro Indians, ’till the Mofquito Indians, at the infti-
gation of fome Jamaica traders, in Aug. 1758, landed about 300 men in the night on an
illand at the mouth of the harbour, where they furprifed and deftroyed numbers of them ;
and brought away 4 or 500 prifoners, whom' they fold as flaves, and the place remains
at this time uninhabited.

C OGO L

BOUT 30 miles up this river and 40 more over mountains, lies a Spanifh town,

near the South Sea, called Panamalee, containing 30 white families and a number
Near the town is'a gold mine, which was taken and plundered,
in the year 1762, by a number of Mofquito Indians and fome white people.

PULE R T O JEREO, lor "BRE L L.

HIS city isin N.lat. gdeg. 20 min. long. from London 80 deg. The port islarge and

fafe; but the air, as on all this coaft, is very unhealchy ; witnefs the great mortalicy

on board Admiral Hofier’s fleet, when lying atthe Baftimentos, in 1726, which in threc [l
The Galeons repair hither from Carthagena to unload

months deftroyed ‘1 500 men.
the merchandize for the fouth fea, and take inthofe from Peru and Chili, after ftaying
here a month they return to Carthagena. The Baftimentos, being a parcel of little

keys or iflands, a mile or two weft of the harbour of Nombre de Dios, and halfa mile (fif)

from thore, which form a fafe harbour for fhipping, and are a few miles to the eaft of 2

iflands called Ferrellon Negroe, which are low and*fandy. Sir Francis Drake, having (i}

taken and burnt Nombre de Dios, in 1585, the colony was removed to Puerto Velo.
This city was taken by capt. Parker, in 1601, and capt. Morgan (afterwards fir Henry,
deputy-governor of Jamaica) in1669, with 400 men furprifed and plundered iz, forcing,
all the caftles fword in hand. The next year he took and burnt Panama. It was alfo taken
by the Buccaniers a little before the year 1680, and by admiral Vernon, in 1739. This
port was dilcovered by Columbus the 2d of Nov. 1502.

GART H AGE N A

Large and famous city in the dominions of Terra Firma, is in 1o deg. and 22 min. {7

N. Jat. and 75 deg. 20 min. W. long. from London. It was difcovered by Roderigo
de Baftidas, in 1502 ; bur, tho’ many attempts were made to fubdue the natives, who
were a very brave people, it was not reduced to a colony till 1583. The city is builc

on a fandy ifland, at thenorth end of a very large bay, that communicates with the )M

continent by a narrow paffage on the north, and a wooden bridge on the eaft. This

g| place was invaded in 1741 by a confiderable armament, under the command of adm.

Vernon and general Wen[worth(, when, after reducing all the caftles and batteries and

§| taking all the vefiels in che harbour, (the extream heatof the climate carrying off great

numbers of Englifh {oldiers and feamen, many being killed in action, and a difagreement

| arifing between the admiral and general,) they retired without making a compleat con-
The rivers Releajeo and Leon, pafling from the lake to cities |§
of thofe names, are only navigable for {mall craft; but the carriage by land from the |3

queft of the place. From the month of May to November, there is almoft a continual
fucceflion of thunder, rain, and tempefts, infomuch that the whole country appears like
the ocean; the inhabitants then fave water in cifterns, their wells fupplying them only
with a brackifh fort, not fit todrink. From December to April the heat is exceflive,
and tho” there are fome diforders peculiar to the place, yet the inhabitants arein general

: 3| healthy and liveto a great age. T'he Galeons from Spain touch here before they proceed
Buccaniers in the year 1687, when a number of thofe adventurers, after plundering Pa- j

to Puerto Velo, which gives the inhabitants the advantage of enjoying the firft fruits
of that commerce, from the public fales made there, which are vérv confiderahle

{
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