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2 4001 PuerTO Rico. Tnteresti file of nine papers relating to Puerto Rico.,

; \_{ | comprising (1) Juan Dabin, L.s., rto. Rico, 28 December 1788, to D. Antonio
. : ' Ventura de Faranco, Secretary of State. and a copy of the same letter; (2) copies of
x l two long reports on the island by Juan Dabin addressed to D. José de Galvez, Viceroy

el of Mexico, 28 December 1788 and 2 April 1789; (3) copies of two royal orders addressed

z };ﬁ to the Marqués de Sonora, Governor of Puerto Rico, 22 May 1786 and 28 December
> O . 1788; (4) a memorandum for discussion in the Council on 17 October 1789, minuted
5 : [to Bernardo Iriarte, member of the Council of the Indies] that he was to be present
in accordance with the king’s command (“tengase presente, como S.M. manda™):
(5) two copies of a royal order addressed to D. José de Galvez. 14 January 1778;
altogether S1 pp., 8vo and folio, sewn in a cover bearing Bernardo Iriarte’s name and
endorsed by him **Puerto-Rico™, in a modern red quarter-morocco case, MS. 10805,
Jrom the Iriarte papers Jolio (1)

** The memorandum recites the text of a royal decree of 21 January 1778

; granting the Puerto Ricans the right to plant a wide range of crops (including cocoa,

W > 2 tobacco, sugar-cane, pepper, cotton. indigo, coffee and ginger) and creating the
villages of Aguada, Arecibo and Coamo towns (“villas™). Owing to the outbreak of

war however the decree was never acted on. Juan Dabin’s two long reports paint a

depressing picture of the island ten years later. The meeting of the Council in October

1789 was to decide how effect might be given to the earlier decree by entrusting its

execution to D. Julian Diaz de Sarravia, a member of the Audiencia of Santo Domingo.
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