
Acerca de este libro

Esta es una copia digital de un libro que, durante generaciones, se ha conservado en las estanterías de una biblioteca, hasta que Google ha decidido
escanearlo como parte de un proyecto que pretende que sea posible descubrir en línea libros de todo el mundo.

Ha sobrevivido tantos años como para que los derechos de autor hayan expirado y el libro pase a ser de dominio público. El que un libro sea de
dominio público significa que nunca ha estado protegido por derechos de autor, o bien que el período legal de estos derechos ya ha expirado. Es
posible que una misma obra sea de dominio público en unos países y, sin embargo, no lo sea en otros. Los libros de dominio público son nuestras
puertas hacia el pasado, suponen un patrimonio histórico, cultural y de conocimientos que, a menudo, resulta difícil de descubrir.

Todas las anotaciones, marcas y otras señales en los márgenes que estén presentes en el volumen original aparecerán también en este archivo como
testimonio del largo viaje que el libro ha recorrido desde el editor hasta la biblioteca y, finalmente, hasta usted.

Normas de uso

Google se enorgullece de poder colaborar con distintas bibliotecas para digitalizar los materiales de dominio público a fin de hacerlos accesibles
a todo el mundo. Los libros de dominio público son patrimonio de todos, nosotros somos sus humildes guardianes. No obstante, se trata de un
trabajo caro. Por este motivo, y para poder ofrecer este recurso, hemos tomado medidas para evitar que se produzca un abuso por parte de terceros
con fines comerciales, y hemos incluido restricciones técnicas sobre las solicitudes automatizadas.

Asimismo, le pedimos que:

+ Haga un uso exclusivamente no comercial de estos archivosHemos diseñado la Búsqueda de libros de Google para el uso de particulares;
como tal, le pedimos que utilice estos archivos con fines personales, y no comerciales.

+ No envíe solicitudes automatizadasPor favor, no envíe solicitudes automatizadas de ningún tipo al sistema de Google. Si está llevando a
cabo una investigación sobre traducción automática, reconocimiento óptico de caracteres u otros campos para los que resulte útil disfrutar
de acceso a una gran cantidad de texto, por favor, envíenos un mensaje. Fomentamos el uso de materiales de dominio público con estos
propósitos y seguro que podremos ayudarle.

+ Conserve la atribuciónLa filigrana de Google que verá en todos los archivos es fundamental para informar a los usuarios sobre este proyecto
y ayudarles a encontrar materiales adicionales en la Búsqueda de libros de Google. Por favor, no la elimine.

+ Manténgase siempre dentro de la legalidadSea cual sea el uso que haga de estos materiales, recuerde que es responsable de asegurarse de
que todo lo que hace es legal. No dé por sentado que, por el hecho de que una obra se considere de dominio público para los usuarios de
los Estados Unidos, lo será también para los usuarios de otros países. La legislación sobre derechos de autor varía de un país a otro, y no
podemos facilitar información sobre si está permitido un uso específico de algún libro. Por favor, no suponga que la aparición de un libro en
nuestro programa significa que se puede utilizar de igual manera en todo el mundo. La responsabilidad ante la infracción de los derechos de
autor puede ser muy grave.

Acerca de la Búsqueda de libros de Google

El objetivo de Google consiste en organizar información procedente de todo el mundo y hacerla accesible y útil de forma universal. El programa de
Búsqueda de libros de Google ayuda a los lectores a descubrir los libros de todo el mundo a la vez que ayuda a autores y editores a llegar a nuevas
audiencias. Podrá realizar búsquedas en el texto completo de este libro en la web, en la páginahttp://books.google.com
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TO THE RIGHT REVEREND

I

FATHER IN GOD,

EDWARD

LORD BISHOP OF ELPHIN.

MY LORD,

YOURLordship's known regard for the facred in

terefts ofVirtue and true Religion, isfufficient to

enfure your favourable reception of any work which

tends to promote thofe great and important ends. The

following has yet a farther claim to your Lordship's

favour. The Author, my excellent Father, (your Lord

Ship knows I exceed not the truth in calling him fo)

was formerly honoured with a place inyourfriendſhip.

As this was a fource of the highest pleasure to him

while he lived, fo it must reflectparticular honour upon

his memory. It is withpleaſure I embrace this public

opportunity ofdeclaring myself, with the higheft re

Spect andgratitude,

MY LORD,

DUBLIN,2

Jan. 25, 1755.S

Your LORDSHIP's most obedient,

and most humble Servant,

FRANCIS HUTCHESON
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THE

PREFACE,

Giving fome AccOUNT ofthe LIFE, WRITINGS,

and CHARACTER ofthe AUTHOR.

DR. FRANCIS HUTCHESON was born on the 8th of

Auguſt, A. D. 1694. His father, Mr. John

Hutcheſon, was miniſter of a diffenting congregation

in theNorth ofIreland; a perſon ofgood underſtand

ing, confiderable learning, and reputation for piety,

probity, and all virtue. His fon Francis, when about

eight years of age, was ſent to be educated along with

his elder brother, under the eye and direction oftheir

grandfather Mr. Alexander Hutchefon, who was alſo

a worthy diſſenting clergyman in the ſame part of the

country, but had come from Scotland. He was fe

cond ſon of an ancient and reputable family in the

ſhire ofAyrin that kingdom.

Afuperior capacity, an ardent thirſt for knowledge,

and the feeds of the fineſt difpofitions foon began to

a

¿

I
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ſhew themſelves in Francis : particularly a fingular

warmth of affection and difintereſtedneſs of temper,

for which he was diſtinguiſhed thro' his whole life, ap

peared in many inftances in this early period of it.

Theinnocence and ſweetneſs of his temper, his great

capacity and application to his learning foon procured

him a diſtinguiſhing place in his grandfather's affec

tions. But fuch was his love for his brother, that his

grandfather's fondneſs gave him no joy while his bro

ther did not equally ſhare it : nay the preference that

was ſhewn him gave him real concern, and put him

upon employing all means and innocent artifices in his

power to make his brother appear equally deferving of

his grandfather's regard . And when his grandfather

in his laſt will had made an alteration of a prior fettle

ment of his family-affairs in his favour , tho' many

arguments were uſed by his relations to prevail with

him to accept of it, he peremptorily refuſed, and

infifted to the laſt that the first fettlement ſhould

take place. Thefe, and many other inftances of the

like kind which might be related, were promifing pre

fages of remarkable difintereſtedneſs in more advan

ced years
.
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Whenhehadgonethro ' thecommoncourſeofſchool

education he was fent to an Academy at ſome diſtance

from his parents to begin his courſe of Philoſophy :

he was taught there the ordinary Scholaſtic Philofo

phy which was in vogue in thoſe days, and to which

he applied himſelf with uncommon affiduity and di

ligence.

In the year 1710 he removed from the Academy,

and entered a ſtudent in the Natural Philoſophy claſs

in the Univerſity of Glaſgow, and at the ſame time

renewed his ſtudy of the Latin and Greeklanguages :

and in all parts ofliterature, to whichhe applied him

ſelf, he made ſuch proficiency as might be expected

from a genius like his cultivated with great care and

diligence.

After he had finiſhed the ufual courfe of philofo

phical ſtudies, his thoughts were turned toward Di

vinity, which he propoſed to make the peculiar ftu

dy and profeffion of his life. For profecution of

which defign he continued feveral years more at the

Univerſity of Glaſgow ftudying Theology under the

direction of the reverend and learned Profeffor John

Simfon.

2 2
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Among the manifold theological enquiries which

occurred to him as deſerving his moſt ſerious exami

nation ; he chuſed to begin with the grand fundamen

tal one concerning the being, perfections, and provi

dence ofGod. The reverend Dr. Clark's learned and

ingenious book on this ſubject, publiſhed a ſhort time

before, fell into his hands. Tho' he moſt heartily ap

proved of all the Doctor's conclufions, and had the

higheſt ſenſe of his fingular abilities and virtues, yet

after the moſt ſerious and attentive confideration of

his arguments, he did not find that conviction from

them whichhe wiſhed and expected . In order to pro

cure morefatisfaction on this fubject, and particularly

with regard to the force and folidity ofthe arguments

a priori (as they are commonly called) he wrote alet

ter to him, about the year 1717 , urging his objecti

ons, and defiring a further explication . Whether the

Doctor returned any anſwer to this letter does not ap

pear from Dr. Hutchefon's papers. After all the en

quiry he could make, he ſtill continued extremely

doubtful of the juftneſs and force of all the metaphy

fical arguments, by which many have endeavoured to

demonſtrate the exiſtence, unity, and perfections of
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the Deity. He not only thought that theſe kind of

arguments were not adapted to the capacity of the

bulk of mankind, but even that they could afford no

folid and permanent conviction to the learned them

felves. It was his opinion in this early part of his life,

and he never faw caufe to alter it, that as fome fub

jects from their nature are capable of a demonſtrative

evidence, ſo others admit only of a probable one ; and

that to ſeek demonftration where probability can only

be obtained is almoſt as unreaſonable as to demand

to fee founds or hear colours. Befides he was perfua

ded that attempts to demonſtration on ſuchſubjects as

are incapable ofit were ofverydangerous confequence

to the intereſts of truth and religion : becauſe ſuch

attempts inſtead of conducting us to the abfolute cer

tainty propofed, leave the mind in fuch a ſtate of

doubt and uncertainty as leads to abfolute fcepti

cifm: for if once we refufe to reft in that kind of evi

dence, which the nature of the ſubject only admits of,

and go on in purſuit of the higheſt kind, ftrict demon

ftration,weimmediatelyconcludethere is no evidence,

becauſe we do not meet with that kind of it which

we expected: and thus the mind remains in a ſtate of
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abfolute uncertainty, imagining there is no evidence,

when all that the nature of the cafe admits of is laid

before it, and enough to fatisfy every one whoſe un

derſtanding is not diſordered with an unnatural thirſt

for ſcientifical knowledge on all fubjects alike. This

opinion ofthe various degrees of evidence adapted to

various ſubjects firſt led Dr. Hutcheſon to treat mo

rals as a matter of fact, and not as founded on the ab

ſtract relations of things. But of this more particu

larly hereafter.

After he had ſpent fix years at the Univerſity of

Glaſgow, he returned to Ireland, and ſubmitted to

trials, in order to enter into the miniftry, and was li

cenſed to preach among the Diffenters. He was juſt

about to be fettled a minifter in a ſmall diffenting con

gregation in the North of Ireland, when ſome gentle

men about Dublin, who knew that his abilities and

virtues qualified him to be more extenſively uſeful

than he could poſſibly be in that remote congregation,

invited him to take up a private academy there. He

complyed with the invitation, and acquitted himſelf

in that ſtation with fuch dignity and fuccefs as gave

entire fatisfaction to all thoſe who committed their



PREFACE. vii

4

children to his care ; and foon drewthe attention of

the public upon him. He had been fixed but a ſhort

time in Dublin when his fingular merit and accom

pliſhments made him generally known : men of all

ranks, who had any taſte for literature, or eſteem for

learned men, fought his acquaintance and friendſhip.

Among others he was honoured with a place in the

eſteemandfriendſhip ofthe lateLordViſcountMoleſ

worth, who took pleaſure in his converſation, and af

fifted him with his criticiſms and obfervations to im

prove and poliſh the Inquiry into the Ideas ofBeauty

and Virtue, before it came abroad. The reverend

Dr. Synge, nowLord Biſhop ofElphin, whofe friend

ſhip Dr. Hutcheſon always regarded as one of the

greateſt pleaſures and advantages of his life, likewiſe

reviſedhispapers, and aſſiſted himinthegeneralſcheme

of the work.

The firſt edition came abroad without the author's

name, but the merit of the performance would not

fuffer him to be long conceal'd : fuch was the reputa

tion ofthe work, and the ideas it had raiſed of the

author, thatLord Granville, who was then Lord Lieu

tenant ofIreland, whofe difcernment and taſte as to
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works of genius and literature is univerſally acknow

ledged , fent his private ſecretary to enquire at the

bookfellers for the author , and when he could not

learn his name, he left a letter to be conveyed to him,

in confequence of which he foon became acquainted

with his Excellency, and was treated by him all the

time he continued in his government with the moſt

diſtinguiſhing marks of familiarity and eſteem .

From this time his acquaintance began to be ſtill

more courted by moft men of diftinction either for

ftation or literature in Ireland. Archbishop King, the

author ofthe book De Origine Mali, held Dr. Hutche

ſon in great eſteem , and his friendſhip was ofgreat uſe

to him in an affair which might otherwiſe have been

very troubleſome to him, and perhaps ended in put

ting an entire ſtop to his uſefulneſs in that place.

There were two feveral attempts made to profecute

Mr. Hutcheſon, in the Archbishop's court, for daring

to take upon him the education of youth, without

having qualified himſelf by ſubſcribing the eccleſia

ſtical canons, and obtaining a licence from the Biſhop.

Both theſe attempts were effectually diſcouraged by

hisGrace,with expreffions ofhearty diſpleaſure againſt
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the perfons who were fo forward as to commence

them. And at the fame time he affured him that he

needed be under no apprehenſion of diſturbance from

that quarter, as long as it continued in his power to

· prevent it.

He had alſo a large ſhare in the eſteem of the late

Primate Bolter, who, thro' his influence, made a do

nation to the Univerſity of Glaſgow, ofan yearly fund

for an exhibitioner, to be bred to any of the learned

profeffions. This is only one inftance among many

ofthat prelate's munificent temper. Mr. Weft, a gen

tleman of great abilities, and of known zeal for the

intereſts of civil and religious liberty, was particularly

fond of Dr. Hutcheſon, and lived in great intimacy

with him , while he continued in Ireland.

Afew years after the Enquiry the Treatife on the

Paſſions was publiſhed : as both theſe books have been

long abroad in the world and undergone ſeveral im

preſſions, a fufficient proof ofthe reception they have

met with from the public, it would be needleſs to ſay

anything concerning them. About this time he wrote

fome philofophical papers accounting for Laughter,

in a different wayfrom Mr. Hobbs, and more honour

b
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able to human nature : theſe papers were publiſhed in

the collection called Hibernicus Letters. Some letters

in the London Journal 1728 ſubſcribed Philaretus ,

containing objections to fome parts of the doctrine in

the Enquiry, occafioned Mr. Hutcheſon's giving an

ſwers to them in thoſe public papers : both the letters

and anſwers were afterwards publiſhed in a ſeparate

pamphlet. The debate was left unfiniſhed, Philaretus's

deathhaving put an end to the correſpondence, which

was propoſed to have been afterward carried on in a

more private manner.

After he had taught the private Academy in Dub

lin for feven or eight years with great reputation and

fuccefs ; inthe year 1729he was called to Scotland to

be a Profeffor of Philoſophy in the Univerſity of Glaf

gow. His eſtabliſhed reputation for literature and

worth was the only confideration that induced the U

niverſity to elect him into the place vacantbythe death

of the learned and worthy Mr. Gerfhom Carmichael.

The public approved of their choice, and the event

abundantly juſtified the wiſdom ofit. The Profeffors

were ſoon ſenſible, that his admiſſion into their body

had good effects both upon the reputation and inte
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refts of the fociety. Several young gentlemen came

along with him from the Academy, and his juſt fame

drew
many more bothfrom England and Ireland. But

it will probably be rather matter offurprize to the rea

der, that he accepted of the place, than that the Uni

verſity unſolicited made him the offer of it. If any

one ſhould ask, as it is natural to do, how it came

to paſs that a man of Dr. Hutcheſon's accompliſh

ments and virtues, and who could count fuch lifts of

honourable perfons, and many of them of great au

thority and influence, in the number of his friends,

fhould continue to teach a private Academyfor feven

or eight years in the heart of a country where there

were ſo many beneficial places proper to be bestowed

on men of genius and merit. Or if any one ſhould

ask, how it came to paſs that he was permitted, to

leave his country, break off all connections with his

relations and friends, and in the midſt of life remove

to another kingdom to accept a place in an Univerfi

ty far from being lucrative and very laborious? It is

fufficient to anſwer to theſe queſtions : that it was not

the want either of inclination or power in his friends

to ſerve him that was the ftop to his preferment. He

+

+

H
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had private reaſons which determined him neither to

feek promotion, nor to encourage the moſt probable

fchemes propofed to him for obtaining it. It is but

juſtice to his character to ſay, that he was uſeful and

contented in that ſtation in which it had pleaſed Di

vine Providence to fix him, and that neither the love

of riches, nor of the elegance or grandeur of human

life prevailed fo far in his breaſt as to make him offer

the leaſt violence to his inward fentiments. To which

it may be added, that the filent and unfeen hand of

an all-wife Providence which over-rules all the events

of human life , and all the refolutions of the human

will , conducted him to that ſtation in life, which tho'

farfrom being the higheſt in external diſtinction , yet

was perhaps of all others the moſt ſuited to the fingu

lar talents with which he was endowed, and gave him

the opportunity of being more eminently and exten

fively uſeful than he could have been in any other.

After his fettlement in the College he was not obli

ged (as whenhe kept the Academy) to teach the lan

guages and all the different parts of Philofophy, but

had leifure to turn his chief attention to his favourite

ſtudy Human Nature : he had high thoughts of its.
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original dignity, and was perfuaded, that even in this

corrupt ſtate, it was capable of great improvements

by proper inſtruction and affiduous culture. The pro

feffion of Moral Philofophy was the province affigned

him in the College. In cultivating this ſcience he

purſued the ſame method in which he began, fetting

afide all reſearches into the abſtract relations and e

ternal fitneſs and unfitneſs of things, and directing his

enquiries into what is more obvious and immediately

known from obfervation and experience, viz . What

is in fact the prefent conftitution of human nature ;

what is that ſtate of heart , and courfe of life which

is moft correſpondent to the whole frame.

He had obferved, that it was the happineſs and glo

ry of the preſent age, that they had thrown off the

method offorming hypothefes and fuppofitionsinna

tural philofophy, and had fet themſelves to make ob

fervations and experiments on the conftitution of the

material world itſelf, and to mark the powers and

principles which are difcerned operating in it : he ſaw

plainly that it was by adhering ftrictly to this method

that natural philofophy had been carried to a greater

degree of perfection than ever it was before, and that

A
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it is only by purſuing the fame method that we can

hope to reach higher improvements in that ſci

ence. He was convinced that in like manner a true

ſcheme of morals could not be the product of genius

and invention, or of the greateſt preciſion of thought

i

',

in metaphyſical reaſonings, but muſt be drawn from

/ proper obfervations upon the ſeveral powers and prin

// ciples which we are conſcious of in our own bofoms,

// and which muſt be acknowledged to operate in ſome

// degree in the whole human ſpecies . And that there

fore, one proper method at leaſt to be followed in

1 the moral ſcience, is to inquire into our internal ſtruc

; ture as a conſtitution or ſyſtem compoſed of various

1 parts, to obferve the office and end of each part, with

' the natural fubordination of thofe parts to one ano

' ther, and from thence to conclude what is the defign

of the whole, and what is the courſe of action for

which it appears to be intended by its great Author.

' He thought there was ground to hope, that from a

more ſtrict philofophical enquiryinto thevarious natu

| ralprinciples or natural difpofitions ofmankind, in the

fame way that we enquire into the ſtructure of an ani1

mal body, of a plant, or of the ſolar ſyſtem, a more
l
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exact theory of morals may be formed, than has yet

t appeared: and a theory too built upon fuch an obvi

ous and firm foundation as would be fatisfactory to

every candid enquirer. For we can be as certain of the

feveral parts of our internal frame from inward per

ception and feeling, as we are of the ſeveral parts of

an animal ſtructure from ocular infpection : and we

can as little doubt of the ends for which the principal

parts at leaſt ofour internal conftitution are intended,

as we can doubt of the ends for which the members

of ourbody, or our external ſenſes were framed : and

whatever evidence we have for the exiſtence and per

fections of the Supreme Being, we have the fame evi

dence that the moral conftitution of our nature is his

work, and thence we conclude, that it is moſt certain

ly his will, that we ſhould cultivate that temper of

mind, and purſue that courſe of life, which is moſt

correfpondent to the evident ends and purpoſes of his

divine workmanſhip ; and that fuch a ſtate of heart

and plan of life, as anſwers moſt effectually the end

and deſign of all the parts of it, muſt be its moſt per

fect manner ofoperation, and muſt conſtitute the du

ty, the happineſs, and perfection of the order of be

ings to whom it belongs.

[
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Our author has attempted in the following work,

firſt to unfold the feveral principles ofthe human mind

as united in a moral conftitution, and from thence to

point out the origin of our ideas of moral good and

evil, and of our ſenſe of duty, or moral obligation ;

and then to enquire what muſt be the ſupreme happi

neſs to a ſpecies conſtituted as mankind are ; and then

he proceeds to deduce the particular laws of nature,

or rules neceffary to be obſerved for promoting the

general good in our common intercourſes with one

another as members of fociety. How far he has fuc

ceeded, muſt be left to the judgment of the attentive

and candid reader.

Whatever corrections or improvements his ſcheme

may be ſuppoſed to admit of, after longer obfervati

on and further examination into the frame and ope

rations of our minds, one thing is certain that the re

fult of his obfervations and reaſonings must meet with

entire approbation, as it places the higheſt virtue and

excellence of a human character, where all found Phi

lofophy and Divine Revelation has placed it, viz. In

fuch habitual andprevailing exercife of all these good

affections to God and man, as will reſtrain all other ap

petites, paffions, and affections within just bounds, and
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carry us out uniformly to purſue that course ofaction,

which willpromote the happiness ofmankindin the most

extenſive manner to which ourpower can reach*. And

it muſt alſo be acknowledged, that our Author's doc

trine, which afferts that we are laid under a real in

ternal obligation, of a moſt facred kind, from the very

conftitution of our nature †, to promote the good of

mankind, tho' at the expence of facrificing life itſelf

and all its enjoyments, coincides, or at leaſt is no way

inconſiſtent with theſe precepts of Chriſtianity, by

which we are enjoined to lay down our lives for the

and in anotherworld werefuperfeded . No

thing could be farther from his thoughts ;

nor is it a confequence ofhis fcheme. He

was fully fenfible of the importance and

neceffity of inforcing the practice ofvirtue

upon mankind from all poffible confide

rations, and efpecially from thefe awful

ones of future rewards and puniſhments.

Ifany one should fay, that there is a natu

ral fenfe ofequity implanted inthe human

mind, which will operate in fome degree

even on thoſe who know not that thereis

a God or a future ftate : it could not juſtly

be concluded from thence, that ſuch a per

fon alfo maintained, that this natural fenfe

of equity alone, was fufficient to enfure

the uniform practice ofjuſtice, in all man

kind, even when meeting with number

lefs ftrong temptations to depart from it.

The application is fo obvious, that it is

needless to infift upon it.

* Some ſeem to have miſtaken our Au

thor's doctrine fo widely, as to imagine

that he placed virtue in the mere ſentiment

or perception of moral beauty and defor

mity in affections and actions, which it is

ownedthe worst ofmankind may retain in

a very confiderable degree. Whereas he

always places itin the exercife ofthefe af

fections and actions flowing from them

which the moral faculty recommends and

enjoins. Or in other words, virtue does

not lye in the mere fentiment of approba

tion of certain affections and actions, but

in acting agreeably to it.

Some feem to have miftaken Dr.

Hutcheson fo far on this fubject, as to ima

gine, that when he ſays we are laid under

a moſt real and intimate obligation bythe

moral ſenſe to act virtuously, he meant to

affert that all other obligations from the

confideration of the will ofGod, and the

effects ofhis favour or diſpleaſure in this

C

H

#
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bretheren; while at the fametime it gives usmorejuft,

more amiable and worthy ideas of human nature, as

originally intended to be actuated by more difintere

ſted principles, than theſe philofophers are willing to

allow, who labour to reduce all the motions of the

human mind to felf-love at bottom, however much

they may feem to be different from it at firſt appea

rance. According to our Author's views ofhuman na

ture, tho' theſe generous principles may be born down

and over-powered in this corrupt ftate, by fenfual and

felfiſh paſſions, ſo as not to exert themſelves with fuf

ficient vigour, even when there is proper occafion for

them ; yet the intention ofthe Author of Nature is a

bundantlymanifeſt fromthis important circumſtance,

that the moral fenfe is always fo far true to its office,

that it never fails to give the higheſt and warmeſt ap

probation to every inftance of truly difintereſted vir

tue. The leſs fufpicion there is of any view even to

future fame in the behaviour of the martyr,
the pa

triot, or hero, when he yields up his life in a worthy

cauſe, ſo much louder and ſtronger is the applauſe of

all ſpectators, and fo far as any intereſted confiderati

ons are fuppofed to influence him, the approbation
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given to him is proportionably diminiſhed : according

to this repreſentation of things, the foul of man, not

only bears a reſemblance of the Divine Intelligence

in its rational faculties, but alſo of the Divine diſin

tereſted benignity in its focial and public affections :

and thus too our internal conſtitution , formed for

purſuing the general good, beautifully tallies with the

conftitution of the univerfe: we fee thro' the whole of

Nature what admirable proviſion is made for carry

ing on the general intereſts of all the ſpecies of living

beings. So that it is quite agreeable to the analogy of

Nature, that mankind, the higheſt order of creatures

in this lower world, fhould be formed with difpofiti

ons to promote the general good of their ſpecies, and

with a difcernment that it is their duty to part with

life itſelf, when a public intereſt requires it.

But Dr. Hutchefon's character, as a man of parts

and learning, does not depend merely on the peculi

arities of a ſcheme of morals. His knowledge was by

no means confined to his own fyftem : that he was

well acquainted with the writings both of the anci

ents and moderns relative to morality, religion, and

government will appear evident to every one who per

|
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uſes the following work. Nor did the ſtudy of morals,

even in this extenſive view, engroſs his whole time

and attention. An ardent love of knowledge was na

tural to him . He loved truth, and fought after it with

impartiality and conftancy. His apprehenfion was

quick and his memory ſtrong : he was not only patient

of thought and enquiry, but delighted in it. His mind

was never ſubject to that languor which frequentlyin

terrupts the ſtudies of worthy men: his faculties were

always at his commandand ready for exerciſe. A mind

endowed and difpofed in fuch a manner, and employ

ed in ſtudy for a long courfe of years, muſt have been

furniſhed with a large compaſs of knowledge.

In the earlier part of his life he entered deeply in

to the fpirit of the ancients , and was foon fenfible

of and admired that juſtneſs and ſimplicity both of

thought and expreſſion which has preſerved and di

ftinguiſhed their writings to this day. He read the

hiftorians, poets, and orators of antiquity with a kind:

of enthuſiaſm, and at the fame time with a critical ex

actneſs. Hehad read the poets efpecially fo often, that

heretained large paffages ofthem inhis memory,which

be frequentlyand elegantly applied to the fubjects he
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had occafion to treat in the courfe of his prelections,

His knowledge and taſte in Latin appears from what

he has wrote in it. His Synopfis ofMetaphyſics, Pneu

matics, Natural Theology, and his Compend of E

thics are written with a ſpirit and purity of ftyle fel

dom to be met with in modern Latin compofitions.

He had ſtudied all the parts of Philofophy with

fuch care as to have attained clear and comprehenſive

views of them. He compoſed a ſmall treatiſe of Lo

gic, which tho' not deſigned for the public eye, yet

gives fufficient proofhowmuchhe was maſter of that

ſcience. It appears from his treatiſe of Metaphyfics,

that he was well acquainted with the logomachies,

meaningleſs queſtions, and trivial debates of the old

Scholaftics, which had thrown a thick darkneſs on that

part ofPhilofophy: he has fet that branch of know

ledge in a clear light, and rendered it inſtructive and

entertaining. Heunderſtood Natural Philofophy as it

is nowimproved by the affiſtance of Mathematics and

experiments, and applied his knowledge of it to the

noble purpoſes of eſtabliſhing the grand truths of the

exiſtence, the perfections, and government of God,

He was well acquainted with the hiſtory of the arts
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and ſciences : he had carefully traced themfrom their

origin, thro' all their various improvements, progreffes,

interruptions, and revolutions,and marked the charac

tersofthemoſtremarkablePhilofophers,andthediftin

guiſhingdoctrines and peculiar genius of theirPhilofo

phy. Beſides heknew the civil and eccleſiaſtical hiſtory

both of antient and modern times with an exactneſs

thatwas ſurprizing in oneſomuch converſant in deeper

and feverer ſtudies. He had ftudied too the original

language of the Old Teſtament, and tho' his other

neceſſary ſtudies had not permitted him to become a

critic in it himſelf, yet he knew the moſt important

criticiſms of the learned in that way.

His great capacity appeared in the ſtrongeſt light,

in his converfation with his friends ; there he difco

vered fuch a readineſs of thought, clearness of expref

fion, and extent of knowledge, on almoſt every ſub

ject that could be ſtarted, as gave delight to all who

heard him. There are fome men who have amaffed

great ſtores of learning, but it is repofited as it were

in fome corner of the mind, and requires time to re

collect it and bring it forth. In others you ſee their

great erudition feems to darken their conceptions and

:
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diſturb their views of things, by the different ideas

which crowd into their minds at once. But the whole

compaſs ofhis knowledge lay as it were always before

him, and was at his command at all times; and he

ſaw at once whatever was connected with his preſent

fubject, and rejected what did not belong to it. He

ſpoke on the moſt difficult and abſtruſe ſubjects with

out any labour and with a degree of perſpicuity which

would have coft other men ofno mean parts repeated

efforts, without equal fuccefs : he expoſed and took

to pieces deceitful reaſonings with the greateſt faci

lity ; and diſtinguiſhed at once, betwixt true learning

and falſe, betwixt ſubjects which admit of demonſtra

tion, and fuch as do not, and betwixt queſtions which

are uſeful and important, and fuch as are only curious

and amuſing. He gave an habitual attention to the

real uſes to which knowledge could be applied in life.

He did not chufe to amuſe with infignificant fpecu

lations, but in all his enquiries having the real good

and utility ofmankind in view, he took occaſion even

from metaphyſical diſputes, (of which no other uſe:

could be made) to repreſs that pride and vanity that

is apt to puff up young minds from a notion oftheir

H
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fuperior knowledge, by fhewing how uncapable the

acuteſt of mankind are of penetrating into the inti

mate nature and effences of things.

Theſe fingular abilities and talents were united in

Dr. Hutcheſon with the moſt amiable difpofitions and

moſt uſeful virtues : the purity ofhis manners was un

ſpotted from his youth : as he always expreft the high

eſt indignation againſt vice, he kept at the greateſt

diſtance from it, avoiding even the ſmalleſt indecen

cies of conduct: but this ſeverity of virtue was with

out any thing of that fourneſs, ſtiffneſs , or unfociable

neſs which ſometimes accompanies it, and renders

characters, otherwiſe valuable, in ſome reſpects diſa

greeable, and prevents the good effects that the exam

ple of their virtues might produce upon others. His

integrity was ftrict and inviolable: he abhorred the

leaſt appearance of deceit either in word or action :

he contemned thofe little artifices which too frequent

ly paſs in the world for laudable arts of addreſs, and

proofs of fuperior prudence : his nature was frank, and

open, and warmly difpofed, to ſpeak what he took to

be true : you ſaw at firſt fight his fincere and upright

foul, and in allfurther intercourfe with himyou found



PREFACE. XXV

I

him always the fame. He was all benevolence and af

fection ; none who faw him could doubt of it ; his air

and countenance beſpoke it. It was to fuch a degree

his prevailing temper, that it gave a tincture to his

writings, which were perhaps as much dictated by his

heart as his head: and if there was any need of an a

pology for the ſtreſs that in his ſcheme feems to be

laid upon the friendly and public affections, the preva

lence ofthem in his own temper would at leaſt form

an amiable one.

His heart was finely turned for friendſhip ; he was

fparing indeed of the external profeſſions of it, but

liberal of its moſt important offices : he was the refuge

of his friends for advice and affiftance in all cafes of

perplexity and diftrefs. The ardor of his affection for

his friends got the better of a natural reluctance he

had to ask favours, which no regard for his own inte

refts could have overcome: his kind offices were far

from being confined to the circle of his particular

friends and relations ; his heart overflowed with good

will to all aroundhim, and prompted him to embrace

every opportunity of doing kind and obliging things.

Tho' there are but few to be found who had fuch a

d
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keen thirſt for knowledge, or who purſued it withfuch

unremitting attention and vigour ; yet even this taſte

yielded on all occafions to the more important one of

doing good, Among many other acts of beneficence,

he took a peculiar delight'in affifting worthy young

men, in ſtraitened circumſtances, to profecute their

ſtudies with his money, and admitting them to attend

his colleges without paying the cuſtomary fees.

A remarkable degree of a rational enthuſiaſm for

the intereſts of learning, liberty, religion, virtue, and

human happineſs , which animated him at all times ,

was a diſtinguiſhing part of his character : he was vi

fibly moved byfome of theſe noble principles in what

ever heſaid or did. They had fuch an aſcendency over

him as gave a peculiar caft to his whole converſation

and behaviour, and formed in him a public ſpirit of

a very extenfive kind . Public ſpirit in him was not a

vague and undetermined kind ofardor, for fomething

unknown or not diſtinctly underſtood ; but it was an

enlightened and univerfal zeal for every branch of hu

man happineſs, and the means of promoting it. His

love of valuable knowledge, his unabating activity in

purſuing it and fpreading a taſte for it, fitted him, in a
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very fingular manner, for that ſtation which Provi

dence had aſſigned him. And perhaps very few men,

even in fimilar ſtations, have diſcovered equal zeal, or

had equal fucceſs, in promoting a taſte for true lite

rature: but his zeal was not confined to what peculiar

ly belonged to his own profeſſion, but extended to eve

ry thing that could contribute to the improvement of

human life. When he spoke, you would have imagi

ned that he had been employed in almoſt all the dif

ferent ſtations in fociety, fo clearly did he appear to

underſtand the intereſts of each, and fuch an earneſt

defire did he expreſs for promoting them. His bene

volent heart took great delightin planningſchemes for

rectifying ſomething amifs, or improving ſomething

already right, in the different orders and ranks of

mankind. Theſe ſchemes were not airy and roman

tic, but ſuch as were practicable, and might have de

ferved the attention of thoſe whofe power and influ

ence infociety could have enabled them to carry them

into execution. This warm zeal for public good ap

peared uppermoſt in his thoughts not only in his more

ſerious, but alſo in his gayer hours. But while he a

bounded in projects for the intereſts of others, none

d 2
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ever heard of one which centered in himſelf. It has

already been obſerved, that in the earlier part of life,

when the taſte for external enjoyments is commonly

ſtrongeſt, he did not liſten to propoſals which offered

proſpects of riſing to wealth and preferment : in a

more advanced age, but when he was ſtill in fuch a vi

gorous ſtate ofhealth, as he might have hoped forma

ny years longer of life, he had offers made of remov

ing him to the Univerſity of Edinburgh, to be Pro

feffor of Moral Philoſophy there, which might have

been a more lucrative place to him, and given him bet

ter opportunities of forming connections with people

of the firſt rank and diſtinction in this country, but

he was contented with his preſent ſituation, and diſ

couraged all attempts to change it.

Theſefingular accompliſhments and moral endow

ments rendered his converfation, eſpecially among his

friends, ſo entertaining and inſtructive, that it was a

ſchool of wiſdom to thofe who had the happineſs to

enjoy it. It muſt have been an undiſcerning company

which did not receive both pleaſure and improvement

from him. A remarkable vivacity of thought and

expreſſion, a perpetual flow of chearfulneſs and good
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will, and a viſible air of inward happineſs, made him

the life and genius offociety, and ſpread an enlivening

influence every where around him. He was gay and

pleaſant, full of mirth and raillery, familiar and com

municative to the laſt degree, and utterly free from

all ſtatelineſs or affectation. No fymptoms of vani

ty orſelf-conceit appeared in him. He fought not af

ter fame, nor had he any vain complacency in theun

fought poffeffion of it. While he was viſibly ſuperior

to others about him, he was the only one that was

quite infenfible of it. His own talents and endow

ments were not the objects on which his thoughts

were employed : he was always carried away from at

tending to himſelf, by the exerciſe of kind affections,

zeal for ſome public generous deſigns , or keen enqui

ries after truth. This was fuch an acknowledged part

of his character, that even thoſe who were leaft difpo

fed to think well of him, never infinuated that he was

proud or vain : the natural modefty of his temper was

heightened and refined by his religious ſentiments .

He had a full perfuafion and warm ſenſe ofthe great

truths ofnatural and revealed religion, and of the im

portance ofjuſt and rational devotion to the happi

F
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neſs of human life, and to the ſtability and purity of

a virtuous character. The power of devoutſentiments

over his mind appeared in his converfation : in his

public prelections he frequently took occaſion from

any hints which his fubject afforded him, as well as

when it was the direct fubject itſelf, to run out at great

length, and with great ardor, on the reaſonableneſs

and advantages of habitual regards to God, and of

referring all our talents, virtues, and enjoyments to

his bounty. Such habitual references appeared to him

the ſureſt means of checking thoſe emotions of pride,

vain complacency, and ſelf-applauſe, which are apt to

fpring up in the minds of thoſe, who do not ſeriouſly

and frequently reflect, that they did not make them

ſelves to differfrom others, and that they have nothing

but whattheyreceived. Suchfentiments deeply rooted

in the mind, he looked upon as the proper foundati

on of that fimplicity of heart and life, which is the

higheſt perfection of a virtuous character.

Such abilities, ſuch diſpoſitions, and ſuch ſtores of

knowledge,as have been mentioned,accompanied with

a happy talent of ſpeaking with eaſe, with propriety

and ſpirit, rendered him one of the moſt maſterly and
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engaging teachers that has appeared in our age. He

had a great fund of natural eloquence and a perfua

five manner: he attended indeed much more to fenfe

than expreſſion, and yet his expreſſion was good: he

was mafter of that preciſion and accuracy of language

which is neceffary in philofophical enquiries. But he

did not look upon it as his duty, either in his prelcc

tions, or in his writings upon moral and religious ſub

jects, to keep up ftrictly at all times to the character of

the didactive teacher, by confining himſelf to all the

preciſion requifite in accurate explication and ſtrict

argument. He apprehended that he was anſwering

the deſign of his office as effectually, when he dwelt

in a more diffuſive manner upon fuch moral confide

rations as are fuited to touch the heart, and excite a

reliſh for' virtue, as when explaining or eſtabliſhing

any doctrine, even of real importance, with the moſt

philofophical exactnefs : he regarded the culture of

the heart as a main end of all moral inftruction : he

kept it habitually in view, and he was extremely well

qualified for fucceeding in it,ſo far as human means can

go : he had an uncommon vivacity of thought and fen

fibility of temper, which rendered him quickly ſuſcep

+
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tible of the warmeſt emotions upon the great fubjects

of morals and religion : this gave a pleaſant unction

to his diſcourſes, which commanded the attention of

the ſtudents, and at the fame time left ſtrong impref

fions upon their minds : he filled their hearts with a

new and higher kind of pleaſure than they had any

experience of before, when he opened to their view,

inhis animated manner, large fields ofſcience ofwhich

hitherto they had no conception : when, for inſtance,

he pointed out to his pupils, in his lectures on Natu

ral Theology, the numberleſs evidences ofwonderful

art and kind deſign in the ſtructure ofparticular things ,

and the ſtill more aſtoniſhing evidences of the wifeſt

contrivance, and of the moſt benign intention, in the

whole material fyftem confidered as one thing, it is

eafy to conceive that their tender minds, warm with

the love of knowledge, would be greatly ſtruck. Such

views of nature were new diſcoveries to them, which

filled them with delight and aſtoniſhment, and gave

them at the fame time the moſt joyful and fatisfying

conviction of the being and perfections of the great

Author of all. In like manner, when he led themfrom

theviewofthe external world to the contemplation of
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the internal one, the foul of man, and fhewed them

like inſtances of Divine wiſdom and benignity in the

contrivance ofits moral conſtitution, they were filled

with freſh delight and wonder, and diſcerned new and

encreaſing proofs of the glorious perfections of the

Father of our ſpirits . And when he deſcribed the fe

veral virtues exerciſed in real life , as beautiful in

themſelves, as the nobleft employment of our ratio

nal and moral powers, as the only fources of true dig

nity and happineſs to individuals and to communities,

they were charmed with the lovely forms, and panted

to be what they beheld. The pleaſure ſpringing from

the light of truth and beauty of virtue breaking in

upon ingenious and well-difpofed minds, excited fuch

a keendefire of knowledge, and fuch an ardor of pur

fuing it, as fufpended for a time thoſe impulſes of

youthful paſſions which are apt to hurry young men

away, in that period of life. But that it may not be

imagined theſe ſtrong effects are entirely to be afcri

bed to the charms of novelty, it deſerves to be taken

notice of, that ftudents advanced in years andknow

ledge chufed to attend his lectures on Moral Philofo

phy, for four, five, or fix years together, ſtill finding

e
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freſh entertainment, tho' the ſubject in the main was

thefame every ſeaſon.

It was a great addition to the uſefulneſs of his lef

ſons, that they were not confined to high ſpeculations,

and the peculiarities of a ſcheme, but frequently de

fcended to common life , fometimes pointing out and

expoſing faſhionable vices and follies in the upper

part of the world, departures from real juſtice and

equity in the bufy and commercial part of it, and the

dangerous rocks on which youth is apt to ſplit and

make ſhipwreck both of virtue and happineſs ; and

at other times infifting upon matters acknowledged

by all, to be of the higheſt importance. The grand

maxims he dwelt upon, and laboured to inftil into the

minds of his pupils, were to rejoice above all things

in the firm perfuafion of the univerſal Providence of a

Being infinitely wife and good, who loves all his works,

and cannot be conceived as hating any thing he hath

made. This he conftantly inculcated in the warmeſt

manner, as a ſteady foundation of entire truft and

" confidence in him, and chearful ſubmiſſion to his

“ will in all events. Thatſufferings may be conſidered

" as our greateſt bleffings, by giving us an opportu

66
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nity of practiſing the moſt fublime virtues, ſuch as

refignation to the will of God, forgiving of injuries,

returning good for evil, and by leading us to form

""

juſt notions of the vanity of all things, except the

" love of God, and the love and practice of univerfal

"C

goodneſs : that all our advantages, of all kinds , are

things whichought never to be aſcribed to ourſelves ,

" but to God the giver of all . Thatlove and gratitude

aſcribing to him the glory of all that is excellent,

joined to a vigorous zeal of doing good, ſeems to

" be the height of human perfection." He delivered

himſelf on theſe grand topics in that fimple but ftrik

ingmannerwhich immediately touches the heart, and

preſents the imagination with the moſt beautiful and

engaging forms.

As he had occafion every year in the courſe ofhis

lectures to explain the origin ofgovernment, and com

pare the different forms of it, he took peculiar care,

while on that ſubject, to inculcate the importance of

civil and religious liberty to the happineſs ofmankind:

as a warm love of liberty, and manly zeal for promot

ing it,wereruling principles in his ownbreaft,healways

inſiſted upon it at great length, and with the greateſt

(6

(c

(6
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ftrength of argument and earneſtneſs of perfuafion :

and he had fuch fuccefs on this important point, that

few, if any, of his pupils, whatever contrary prejudi

ces they might bring along with them, ever left him

without favourable notions of that fide of the que

ftion which he eſpouſed and defended .

Befides his conftant lectures five days ofthe week,

on Natural Religion , Morals, Jurifprudence, and Go.

vernment, he had another lecture three days of the

week, in whichfome of the fineſt writers of antiquity,

both Greek and Latin, on the ſubject of Morals, were

interpreted, and the language as well as the ſentiment

explained in a very maſterly manner.

Befides theſe fetts of lectures he gave a weekly one

on the Sunday-evening, on the truth and excellency

of Chriſtianity, in which he produced and illuſtrated ,

with clearneſs and ſtrength, all the evidences of its

truth and importance, taking his views of its doc

trines and divine ſcheme from the original records of

the New Teſtament, and not from the party-tenets

or fcholaſtic ſyſtems ofmodern ages : this was the moſt

crowded of all his lectures, as all the different forts

and ranks of ſtudents, being at liberty from their pe
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culiar purſuits on this day, chufed to attend it, being

always fure of finding both pleaſure and inftruction.

A Maſter, ofſuch talents, ſuch aſſiduity in the du

ties of his office, with the accompliſhments of the

gentleman, and fond of well-difpofed youth, entering

into their concerns,encouragingand befriending them

on all occafions, could not fail to gain their eſteem and

affections in a very high degree. This gave him a great

influence over them, which he employed to the excel

lent purpoſes of ſtamping virtuous impreſſions upon

their hearts, and awakening in them a taſte for litera

ture, fine arts, and every thing that is ornamental or

ufeful to human life . And he had remarkable fuccefs

in reviving the ſtudy of ancient literature, particular

ly the Greek, which had been much neglected in the

Univerſity before his time : he ſpread fuch an ar

dor for knowledge, and fuch a ſpirit of enquiry every

where around him, that the converfation of the ſtu

dents at their focial walks and viſits turned with great

keenneſs upon ſubjects of learningand taſte, and contri

butedgreatlyto animate and carrythem forward in the

moſtvaluable purfuits . He did not confine his attenti

on to the pupils immediately under his care, but laid
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himſelfout to be uſeful to theſtudents in all the diffe

rent faculties, whenever any opportunity offered : and

he was eſpecially folicitous to be ferviceable to the ſtu

dents ofdivinity,endeavouring,amongotherimportant

inſtructions, to give them juft notions ofthe main de

fign of preaching. High ſpeculations on diſputable

points, either of Theology or Philoſophy, he looked

upon as altogether improper for the pulpit, at leaſt on

all ordinary occafions. He particularly inſiſted upon

the uſeleſſneſs and impropriety of handling in the pul

pit ſuch ſpeculative queſtions, as, whetherhuman na

ture is capable of difintereſted affections , whether the

original of duty or moral obligation is from natural

conſcience, or moral ſenſe, from law, or from ratio

nal views of intereſt, and ſuch like enquiries . Tho'

fuch difquifitions might be proper and even neceſſary

in a ſchool of philoſophy *, yet in his view of things

According to our Author's ſcheme to them. Is the law of God duely promul

it is only vindicating the Divine Wif- gated the fupreme obligation on all intel

dom and Goodneſs, manifefted in the con- ligent beings in this viewof obligation,

ftitution of our nature, to affert the exi- the internal law will co- operate with the

ftence and binding authority of the mo- external one, whenwe are attentive to its

ral fenfe ; becauſe whatever other obliga- authority ; and when we are not, it will

tions we may be under, this internal one be a rule ofaction , in fome degree at leaſt,

will co-operate with them, whenthe mind without it. Befides it may be obſerved,

perceivesthem,and will exereife its autho- that ifthe obligation ofthe moral fenfebe

rity without them, when thro' a variety of admitted to be a real one, men ofthe moſt

caufes wemay be hindered from attending fceptical turn of mind muſt be conſidered
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they did not fall within the province of the preacher,

whoſe office is not to explain the principles of the

human mind, but to addreſs himſelf to them, and ſet

them in motion : beſides, as to the philoſophical queſti

on concerning moral obligation, all the different ways

of explaining it confpire to prefs the fame virtuous

courſe of action, which is the main thing the facred

orator fhould be concerned about. The general plan

ofpreaching which he recommended was to this pur

poſe: As mankind are weak,ignorant,guilty creatures,

altogether infufficient fortheir ownhappineſs, and eve

ry moment expoſed to many unavoidable calamities,

let them be called upon to reflect upon themſelves as

ſuch, and let theſe doctrines of natural and revealed

religion , which will impart confolation to them un

der theſe humbling views of themſelves , be ſet be

fore them in the ſtrongeſt light : As they are apt to

•

as remaining under its authority when

they have fet themſelves at liberty from all

other ties. Let us fuppofe a perfon foun

happy as not to believe that there is a God,

or a future state of rewards and punish

ments, or that it is bis intereft upon the

whole in this life-to act the virtuous part;

even fuch a perſon is still under the power

of the internal fentiment, that one thing

is right and another wrong. Ifhe acts con

trary to it he violates a known obligation ,

and muſt be confcious that he deferves

punishment, and that it awaits him, if

there is a judge and punifher. If wefup

pofe that the fenfe of right and wrong is

entirely erazed , then on our Author's

fcheme , as well as that of others, he is ſtill

accountable at leaſt for the previous ſteps

he had taken to bring himſelf into this.

ſtate of total infenfibility as to all moral.

perceptions and views.



xl PREFACE.

I

be feduced bothfrom their duty and happineſs by fel

fiſh and ſenſual paſſions, let both the awful doctrines

of religion, which may ſtrike a dreadand check the im

pulfes ofbad paſſions, and the joyful ones , which may

excite and encourage to the practice of purity, ſince

rity, and all goodneſs, be diſplayed before them in all

their force. And as they are prone to reft in the ge

neral knowledge of their duty, without ſeriouſly ap

plying it to the government of their hearts and lives,

let the religious inſtructor take care not to dwell too

much upon fuch general topics as the beauty, excel

lency, and reaſonableneſs of the Divine Laws, but

commonly deſcend, in a minute and particular man

ner, to direct their conduct in all the relations and

ſtations of life, even the loweſt, and in the ordinary

buſineſs and intercourfes of it. And let all theſe things

be done without laboured elevation of language, in

that plain and fimple manner which touches the heart,

and brings things home to the confcience and imme

diate feeling of every one.

To all which it is but juſt to add, that he was a

moſt valuable member of the Univerſity in all other

reſpects as well as that of an inſtructor of youth, his
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great talents qualifying him, and his unwearied zeal

prompting him on all occafions to promote all its ci

vil as well as literary intereſts.

Such was the life of this worthy perſon, ſpent in a

courſe of affiduous but not painful ftudy, in continu

ally doing good to the utmoſt of his power, and pro

pagating truth, virtue, and religion among mankind.

To conclude, he had uncommon abilities, uncommon

virtues, and ſmall failings,and theſe ariſing from good

qualities ; if he was at any time too much or too foon

heated, it was owing to the quickneſs of his parts

and ſenſibility of his temper ; if his indignation was

ftrong, it was only provoked byfuch baſeneſs or ma

lignity as his heart abhorred ; ifat any time he was o

pen, when reſerve might have been more proper, it

proceeded from an honeſty and fincerity of heart un

accuſtomed to diffemble. Some were difpleaſed with

his honeſt freedom, fome might emulate his reputa

tion,ſome traduce him thro' prejudice, ſome thro' bi

gotry ; but his parts, his fpirit, and his worth, will

be remembered, when any prejudices that were raiſed

againſt him will be entirely forgotten.

A firm conſtitution and a pretty uniform ſtate of

f
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good health, except fome few flight attacks of the

gout, till fome months before his death, ſeemed to

promiſe the world much longer enjoyment of fo valu

able a life ; but it pleaſed all-wiſe Providence to cut

him off, after a few months of an uncertain ſtate of

health, and a few days ofa fever, in the fifty-third year

of his age, and about fixteen years after his coming

to Glaſgow, to the great regret of the lovers oflear

ning and virtue, and the irreparable loſs of the fociety

ofwhich he had been a moſt excellent member, and

of all who were connected with him, eitherby blood,

friendſhip, or acquaintance.

He was married, foon after his fettlement in Du

blin, to Mrs. Mary Wilſon, a daughter of Francis

Wilfon, Efq; a gentleman of eſtate in the county
of

Langford,who diſtinguiſhed himſelfat the Revolution

as a Captain in the ſervice of the late King William

of glorious and immortal memory. He ſhowed the

fame liberal and generous principles in this tranſacti

on, which appeared in all the other ſteps ofhis life. He

had an abhorrence of that ſpirit of traffick which of

ten mingles fo.deeply in forming this alliance: he was

determinedfolely bythe good fenfe,lovelydifpofitions ,
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and virtuous accompliſhments of the lady: and the

uniform happineſs of their whole conjugal ſtate jufti

fied the wiſdom and virtue of his choice : he has left

behind him one fon, Francis Hutcheſon, Doctor of

Medicine, who gave early marks of genius , and is

the publiſher of this Work. If any one ſhould

wiſh to know any thing about Dr. Hutchefon's ex

ternal form ; it may be faid it was an image of his

mind. Aſtature above middle fize, a gefture and man

ner negligent and eaſy, but decent and manly, gave

a dignity to his appearance. His complexion was fair

and fanguine, and his features regular. His counte

nance and look beſpoke ſenſe, ſpirit, kindneſs and joy

ofheart. His whole perfon and manner raiſed a ſtrong

prejudice in his favour at firſt fight.

It only remains to be added, that it has beenin

tended, in anything that is faid of the Author's Phi

lofophy, to deliver his fentiments without any regard

to what may be the writer's own views of thefe fub

jects. The Author was a lover of truth and freedom

of thought, and did not wiſh that any one ſhould e

fpouſe his opinions, farther than the evidence with

which they were ſupported, determined him. There

f 2

1
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appears thro' the work fuch a manifeft aim of pro

moting piety and virtue, and the good of mankind,

that it is hoped the main of it muſt be approven of

by all unprejudiced and well-diſpoſed perſons, how

ever the writer of theſe memoirs or others may differ

from the Author, as to particular fentiments, or the

decifion of particular queſtions.

Some very good judges may think, and perhaps not

without reaſon, that by any thing yet faid, juſtice has

not been done to Dr. Hutchefon's character as an au

thor : " That he has been reprefented only as en

quiring into the mind of man as a moral conſtitu

"❝tion, and afferting a diftinct order of affections in

" it terminating ultimately on the good ofothers, and

“ a Moral Senſe, by which we inſtantaneouſly perceive

" a certain fet of affections, characters, and actions

" asgood,and a contrary one as bad ; all which is com

monly done by that whole order of Philofophers

" who agree with him in admitting generous princi

،،

ples in human nature: whereas he juſtly deſerves to

" be exhibited to the public in the light of an ori

ginal, original in the moſt capital of all articles re

lative to the fcience of human nature and morality :

66

،،

66

16
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" for tho' all the difciples of the generous philofophy

" affert, in the ſtrongeſt manner, a diſtinct order of

" affections in our nature, having the happineſs of

“ others for their ultimate object, yet whenthe agent

" is put upon determining the moſt important mea

" fure of human conduct, Why am I to gratify this

preſent defire? or why ſhould I rather chuſe to con

" troul it in favour ofanother? the anſwer which this

" order of philofophers has given, is very different

" from that which is and muſt be given by Dr. Hut

" chefon: according to the former the agent is refer

" red to the confideration of his perſonal happineſs *

(arifing indeed from the prevalence of virtuous af

fections) as the determiner of his choice ; taking it

" for granted, that there can be but one ultimate

" end ofthe agent's cool and deliberate purfuit, viz.

" his own higheſt intereſt or perſonal happineſs : but

" Dr. Hutcheſon's doctrine is far otherways ; accord

ing to him, there are three calm determinations in

" our nature, namely, the calm defire of our own

happineſs , the calm defire of the happineſs of other

beings, and the calm defire of moral perfection,

* Shaft. Inq . from p. 77 to 174, and p. 69 middle fest. Lond . Ed.

66

66

CC

66
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66 "
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" each of them alike ultimate; that betwixt the ſe

“ cond and third determination there can ſcarce hap

pen any oppofition, but that it is quite otherwiſe

" betwixt the firft and the other two, where an appa

" rent oppoſition at leaſt may often fall out, and in

“ all ſuch caſes it is fo far from being intended by the

" conſtitution of our nature, that the deſire of pri

vatehappineſsſhould controul the other defires,that

" the Moral Senſe never fails to dictate to the agent

" the voluntary facrifice of the firſt, to either of the

" other two † : the whole is a queſtion of fact, and

"C every muftjudge ofit for himſelf: but the diffe

" rence is the greateſt imaginable, whether the defire

" of moral excellence, or the defire of private happi

" neſs is deſtined to be the fupreme controuling prin

ciple according to the actual conſtitution of ourna

" ture : and none of the Philofophers before our Au

" thor has ever hinted at fuch a repreſentation of our

nature as pleads for the former as the juſt account

" of the matter : nature has formed the union be

" tween the latter two of the three great ultimate de

" terminations of the human mind ; but it is religion

Book I. chap. iv. § 12. of this work.

tr

66

""
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" alone, according to him, that can render all the

" three invariably harmonious, and incapable of ac

ting in different and oppofite directions."

It may be acknowledged

that Dr. Hutchefon
has

taught
this doctrine

more fully and explicitly
than

any of the Philoſophers
either antient

or modern
‡ ;

but that none of them have ever hinted
at it, tho' it

fhould
be fo, cannot

well be pofitively
afferted

with

out a very extenſive
, and at the ſame time a very par

ticular
furvey

of their works. Our Author
has indeed

made no pretenfions
to new diſcoveries

, but rather

exprefsly
diſclaimed

them * : but this may be owing

to the particular
modeſty

of his genius
and difpofiti

on : it was probably
owing, in ſome degree

, to this

amiable
turn of mind, that he chuſed

to confider
mo

rals rather in the humbler
way of a matter

of fact,

than in the more pompous
one of fcientifical

know

ledge : and this too made him always
more folicitous

.

that his doctrine
fhould

in the main coincide
with

that of other good Moraliſts
, than that it ſhould

be

different
or oppofite

: thus he endeavoured
to fhew,

(6

Book I. chap . iv . § 12. of this work.

Pref. to Effay on the Paff. p. 18 and 19.
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that once admitting the generous affections into hu

man nature and the Moral Senfe, the doctrine of the

eternal fitneſs and unfitneſs of things, and of immu

table moral truths was very juſt and folid. But it is

time to leave the candid reader to the perufal of the

Work itſelf, and to form ſuch judgments of the Au

thor's doctrine in all reſpects, as upon ſerious exami

nation fhall appear to him to be well founded.

W. LEECHMAN.

GLASGOW.COLLEGE, }



A

SYSTEM

OF

MORAL PHILOSOPHY.

BOOK I.

Concerningthe Conftitution ofHUMAN Nature,

and the SUPREME GOOD.

CHAPTER I.

OftheConftitution ofHuman Nature and its Powers,

andfirft the Understanding, Will andPaffions.

1.

I.

¹T

HE INTENTION OF MORAL PHILOSOPHY IS TO Moral Philof

direct men to that courſe of action which phy, what.

tends moſt effectually to promote their greateſt hap

pineſs and perfection ; as far as it can be done by obfer

vations and conclufions difcoverable from the confti

tution of nature, without any aids of fupernatural re

velation : theſe maxims, or rules of conduct are there

fore reputed as laws of nature, and the ſyſtem or col

lection of them is called the Law of NATURE.

ers to

As human happineſs, which is the end of this art, Knowledge of

cannot be diſtinctlyknown without the previous know- the buman pow

ledge of the conſtitution of this ſpecies, and of all its it.

perceptive and active powers , and their natural ob

jects ; (fince happineſs denotes the ſtate ofthefoul ari

VOL. I. A



2 The PERCEPTIVE POWERS

Book I. fing from its ſeveral grateful perceptions or modifica

'tions ;) the moſt natural method in this fcience muft

be firſt to inquire into the feveral powers and difpofi

tions ofthe fpecies, whether perceptive or active, into

its ſeveral natural determinations, and theobjects from

whence its happineſs can ariſe ; and then to compare

together the feveral enjoyments this ſpecies is capable

of receiving, that we maydiſcover what is its fupreme

happineſs and perfection, and what tenor of action is

fubfervient to it.

In this inquiry we ſhall but briefly mention fuch

parts of our conftitution, whetherinbody ormind, as

are not of great confequence in morals ; avoidingun

neceffary controverfies, and often referring to otherau

thors for thoſe points which have been tolerably well

explained bythem. Thus we pafs over many ingeni

ous anatomical obfervations upon the advantages and

dignity of the human body above that of other ani

mals. The reader may find them in the anatomical

authors, and Dr. Cumberland.

Earlyinfirmities II. Confider mankind from their birth, you fee a

ofmen. fpecies at firft weaker and leſs capable of fubfifting,

without theaid of the adult, than any other ; and con

tinuing longer in this infirm ftate. Animals offeveral

other kinds attain to their full vigour and the perfect

ufe of all their powers in a few months ; and few re

quire more than four or five years to their maturity.

Tenor twelve years are neceffary to mankind before

they can obtain ſubſiſtence by their own art or labour,

even in civiliſed focieties, andin the fineſt climates af
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ter they havebeen cleared of all beafts of prey. Many CHAP. I.

other animals are both cloathed and armed by nature,

and have all that is neceffary for their defence or con

venient ſubſiſtence without any care or contrivance of

their own: the earth uncultivated offers them their

food, and the woods or rocks their ſhelter. Mankind

are naked and unarmed ; their more falutaryand agree

able food is more rare, requiring much art and labour:

their bodies are lefs fit to refift the injuries ofweather,

without more operofe contrivances for cloathing and

fhelter. Their preſervation therefore, in their tender

years, muſt depend on the care ofthe adult ; and their

lives muſt always continue miferable if they are in

folitude, without the aids of their fellows.

fes.

This is no unreaſonable ſeverity in the Author oftheir final cau

Nature to our ſpecies. We fhall foon difcover the

natural remedy provided for this lafting imbecillity

of our younger years, in the tender parental affec

tion of a rational fpecies ; and the final cauſes of it,

in the ſeveral improvements we are capable of recei

ving. The means of ſubſiſtence to our ſpecies re

quire much contrivance and ingenuity: we are ca

pable of many noble enjoyments unknown to other

animals , and depending on ufeful and delightful

arts, which we cannot attain to without a long educa

tion, much inſtruction and imitation ofothers. How

much time is requifite for learning our mother

tongues? how much for dexterity even in the com

moneft arts ofagriculture, or in domeſtic ſervice ? full

ftrength ofbody, without a mind equally advanced in

$
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4
EXTERNAL SENSATIONS

BOOK I. knowledge and arts and focial habits, would make us

ungovernable and untractable to our parents or in

ſtructors. Since we need to be fo long in fubjection,

we ſhould not foon be able to ſhake off the neceffary

and friendly yoke.

Powers which

appear first .
III. The natural principles which firſt diſcover

themſelves are our external fenfes, with fome fmall

powers offpontaneous motion, an appetite for food,

and an inſtinct to receive and fwallow it. All theſe

powers exert themſelves in a way too dark for any of

us ever to apprehend completely : much leſs have the

brutes any knowledge to direct them to the teats of

their dams, or notion of the preffure of the air upon

which fucking depends. At firſt indeedwe all alike act

by inſtincts wifely implanted by a fuperior hand.

Our external fenfes foon introduce to the mind

fome perceptions of pleaſure and pain : and along with

thefe perceptions there immediately appears a natural

conftant determination to defire the one and repel the

other; to purſue whatever appears to be the cauſe or

occafion of pleaſure, and to ſhun the cauſes of pain.

Theſe are probably our firſt notions of natural good

or evil, of happineſs or miſery.

The external fenfes are thofe " determinations of

" nature bywhich certain perceptions conſtantly ariſe

" inthe mind, when certainimpreſſions are made upon

"the organs of the body, ormotions raiſed in them."

Some ofthefe perceptions are received ſolely by one

fenſe, others may be received by two or more. Of the

former claſs , are theſe five forts, viz. colours, founds,

Proper ideas of

fenfation.
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taſtes, fmells, cold or heat; fome ingenious authors CHAP. I.

reckon more: theſe we may call the proper ideas ofm

fenfation.

Theſefenfations, as the learned agree, are not pic

tures or reprefentations oflike external qualities in ob

jects, nor of the impreſſion or change made in the bo

dily organs. They are eitherſignals, as it were, ofnew

events happening to the body, ofwhich experience and

obfervation will ſhew us the cauſe ; or marks, fettled by

the Author of Nature, to fhew us what things are fa

lutary, innocent, or hurtful ; or intimations of things

not otherways diſcernable which may affect our ſtate ;

tho' theſe marks or fignals bear no more reſemblance

to the external reality, than the report of a gun, or the

flaſh of the powder, bears to the diftrefs of a ſhip . The

pleaſant ſenſations of taſte, ſmell, and touch, general

ly arife from objects innocent or falutary, when uſed.

in a moderate degree ; the diſagreeable or painful fen

fations, from fuch as are pernicious or unfit for com

mon uſe. But fight and hearing ſeem not to be im

mediate avenues of pain ; fcarcely is any viſible form

or anyfound the immediate occafion ofit ; tho' the vi

olent motion of light or air may cauſe painful feel

ings ; and yet by fight and hearing the exquifite plea

fures of beauty and harmony have acceſs to the foul,

as well as the ideas of magnitudes, figures, fituation,

and motion. It is by the former fenfes, and not by

thoſe, that we receive the pleaſures commonly called

fenfual.

The ideas oftwo or more fenfes are Duration, num-Concomitant ide

as offenfation

1



6 INTERNAL CONSCIOUSNESS.

Book I. ber, extenfion, figure, motion, reft. Duration and

number are applicable to every perception or action of

the mind, whether dependent upon bodily organs or

not. Thefimpler ideas of this clafs, which fome call

the Concomitant ideas offenfation, are not generally

either pleaſant or painful. It is from fome complex

modes of figure and motion that pleaſure is perceived :

beauty, fromfome proportions of figure with colour :

harmony, fromfome proportions of time as well as of

tones or notes. The proportions of numbers and fi

gures are the field in which ourreaſoning powers have

the moſt free and vigorous exerciſe. Of theſe here

after.

Ideas of confci

oufness or reflec

tion.

IV. There is another natural power of perception,

always exerciſed but not enough reflected upon, an in

wardfenfation, perception, or conſciouſneſs, ofall the

actions, paſſions, and modifications, of the mind ; by

which its own perceptions, judgments, reaſonings , af

fections, feelings,maybecome its object : it knowsthem

and fixes their names; and thus knows itſelf in the

fame manner that it does bodies, by qualities immedi

ately perceived, tho' the fubftance of both be un

known.

judging and reas Theſe two powers of perception, fenfation and con

Joning. fciousness, introduce into themind all its materials of

knowledge. All our primary and direct ideas or noti

ons are derived from one or other of thefe fources. But

the mind never refts in bare perception ; it compares

the ideas received, difcerns their relations, marks the

changes made in objects by our own action or that of

1
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others ; it inquires into the natures, proportions, cau- CHAP. I.

fes, effects, antecedents , confequents, ofevery thing,

when it is not diverted byfome importunate appetite.

Theſe powers of judging and reaſoning are more

known and better examined by all philoſophers than

anyother, and therefore we pafs themover. All theſe fe

veral powers , of externalfenfation , conſciouſneſs,judg

ing, and reaſoning, are commonly called the acts of

the understanding.

will.

V. Tho' there are many other forts of finer percep- The als of the

tions to be confidered as natural to men, yet as fome

of them have the acts of the will, the affections, and

paffions, for their objects, it is neceffary to take a fhort

view of the will and its natural determinations, before

we proceed to theſe finer perceptions.

Here it is plain, as foon as any fenfe, opinion , or

reafoning, repreſents an object or event as immediate

ly good or pleaſant, or as the means of future plea

fure, or of fecurity from evil, either for ourſelves or

any perfon about whomwe are follicitous , there arifes

immediately a new motion of the foul, diftinct from

all fenfation, perception, or judgment, a defire of that

object or event. And upon perception or opinion of

an object or event as the occafion ofpain or miſery, or

of the lofs of good, arifes a contrary motion called

averfion ; on all occafions of this fort, theſe primary

motions ofthe will naturally arife without any previ

ous choice or command, and are the general ſprings of

action in every rational agent.
Four general

To the will are commonly referred alfo two other claſes of the aïts

ofthe will.



8 POWERS ofthe WILL.

BOOK I. modifications, or new ſtates, arifing from our appre

Whenſions of objects or events, as obtained or not ob

tained , according to our previous defire ; or repel

led and prevented , or not, according to our previ

ous averfions ; which are called joy and forrow. But

as they do not immediately move the foul to acti

on, theyſeem rather newfeelings or ſtates of the foul,

than acts ofthe will, more reſembling fenfations than

volitions. Theſe words however are often uſed pro

mifcuouſly, as are many other names of the actions

and paſſions ofthe foul. Thus delight orjoy, is often

ufed for the defire of any event which when it befals

will give delight ; fo is forrow, for fear and averfion.

Thus we have the old divifion of the motions ofthe

will into four general fpecies, Defire, Averſion, Joy,

andSorrow. Nor canwe eafily imagine any ſpirit with

out theſe modifications and motions of Will of one

fort or other. The Deity indeed, as he is poffeffed of

all power and all perfection, muſt be incapable ofevery

modification implying pain.

*

Theſe ſelfiſh or The acts of the will may be again divided into two

benevolent. claffes , according as one is purſuing good for himſelf,

and repelling the contrary, or purſuing good for o

thers and repelling evils which threaten them. The

formerwe may call ſelfiſh, the later benevolent. What

ever fubtile debates have been to prove that all moti

See Cicero's Tufcul . lib. iii. & iv.

Hincmetuunt, cupiuntque, dolent, gaudent

que. Virg.

The Stoics , the avowed enemies of the

paffions, allowed the pixes and Cu ,

and xapa, in the perfecteft character, even

the Deity; but all thefe of an higher fort

than the turbulent paffions; of which di

flinction hereafter.
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ons of the will fpring from one fountain, no man çan CHAP. I.

deny that we often have a real internal undiffembled✔

defire of the welfare of others, and this in very diffe

rent degrees.

determinations of

Self-love.

VI. There are two calm natural determinations The two calm

of the will to be particularly confidered on this occa- will.

fion. Firſt, an invariable conftant impulfe toward one's

own perfection and happineſs of the higheſt kind . This

+† inſtinct operates in the bulk of mankind very con

fuſedly ; as they do not reflect upon, or attend to, their

own conftitution and powers of action and enjoyment;

few have confidered and compared the feveral enjoy

ments they are capable of, or the feveral powers ofac

tion. But whofoever does fo will find a calm fettled

defire ofthe perfection of all our active powers, and of

the higheſt enjoyments, fuch as appear to us, upon

compariſon, ofthe greateſt importance to our happi

nefs . Thoſe who have not made fuch reflections and

compariſons, naturally defire all forts of enjoyments

they have any notion of by their fenfes or any higher

powers they have exerciſed, as far as they are confi

ftent with each other, or appear to be fo; and defire the

perfection offuch powers as they attend to. Where

feveral enjoyments appear inconfiftent, the mind,

while it is calm , naturally purfues, or defires in prefe

rence to others, thoſe which feem of the greateſtim

portance to its happineſs.
So far all agree.

The other determination alleged is toward the Benevolence.

We need no apology, for ufing the

word inſtinct for our higheſt powers, to

thoſe who know the Latin language . Ap

VOL . I.

petite is in our language much confined to

lower powers ; but in Latin the word is

applied to the higheſt.

B



10 Calm DESIRES and PASSIONS.

BOOK I. univerſal happineſs of others. When the foul is calm

and attentive to the conftitution and powers of other

beings, their natural actions and capacities of happi

nefs and mifery, and when the ſelfiſh appetites and paf

fions and defires are aſleep, ' tis alleged that there is

a calm impulfe of the foul to defire the greateſt hap

pineſs and perfection of the largeſt ſyſtem within the

compaſs of its knowledge. Our inward conſciouſneſs

abundantly teftifies that there is ſuch an impulſe or

determination of the foul, and that it is truly ulti

mate, without reference to any fort of happineſs of

our own. But here again, as few have confidered the

whole fyftem of beings knowable by men, we do not

find this determination exerted generally in all its ex

tent ; but we find natural defires of the happineſs of

fuch individuals, or ſocieties , or fyſtems, as we have

calmly conſidered, where there has intervened no pre

judice againſt them, or notion that their happineſs is

anyway oppofite to our own.

exten

As the notion of one's own higheſt happineſs, or

five or limited, the greateft aggregate or fum ofvaluable enjoyments ,

is not generally formed by men, it is not expreſsly de

fired or intended. And therefore we cannot fay that

every particular calm defire of private good is aim

ing directly at that fum, and purſuing its object un

der the notion of a neceffary part of that fum. Men

naturally defire, even by calm motions of the foul,

fuch objects as they conceive uſeful or fubfervient to

any valuable enjoyment, fuch as wealth, power, ho

nour, without this conception of their making a part
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i of this greateſt fum. In like manner we have calm be- CHAP . I.

nevolent affections toward individuals, or fmaller fo

cieties of our fellows, where there has not preceeded

any confideration of the moſt extenſive ſyſtem, and

where they are not confidered formally as parts of this

largeſt ſyſtem, nor their happineſs purſued as condu

cing to the greateft fum of univerfal happineſs. Such

are our calm benevolent affections to friends, coun

trics, men of eminent worth, without any reference

in our thoughts to the moſt extenfive fyftem. We

can make theſe references ofall felfifhenjoyments pur

fued by us to the greateſt fum of private happineſs,

whenever we pleaſe ; and we can in like manner refer

all our calm particular kind affections to the general

extenfive benevolence ; and ' tis of great confequence

to have theſe large conceptions, and to make theſe re

ferences. But ' tis plain the feveral particular affections ,

whether ſelfiſh or benevolent, operate, and that too

withoutturbulent or paffionate commotions,whereno

fuch references have preceeded.

VII. But befide all thefe calm motions of the will Turbulent paf

more or lefs extensive, there are many particular paf- evolent .

fionsfelfifo orbe

fions and appetites which naturally arife on their pro

per occafions, cach terminating ultimately on its own

gratification, without further reference ; and attended

with violent, confufed, and uneafy fenfations, which

are apt to continue till the object or gratification is ob

tained. Oftheſe turbulent paffions and appetites fome

are ſelfiſh, fome benevolent, and fome may partake of

both characters. Ofthe felfifh are hunger, thirſt, luſt,

1

"
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1
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Calm DESIRES and PASSIONS.

Book I. paſſions for ſenſual pleaſure, wealth, power, or fame.

Ofthe benevolent kind are pity, condolence, congra

tulation, gratitude, conjugal and parental affections ,

as often as they become violent and turbulent com

motions of the foul. Anger, envy, indignation, and

fome others, may be of either kind, according as they

arife either on account offome oppofition to our own

intereſts, or to thoſe of our friends or perfons loved

and eſteemed. Thefe all arife on their natural occa

fions, where no reference is made by the mind to its

own greateſt happineſs, or to that of others.

The difference between the calm motions of the

will and the paffionate, whether of the ſelfiſh or bene

volent kinds , muſt be obvious to any who confider

how often we find them acting in direct oppofition.

Thus anger or luft will draw us one way; and a calm

regard, either to our higheſt intereſt the greateſt fum

of private good, or to fome particular intereſt, will

drawtheoppofite way : fometimes the paffion conquer

ing the calm principle, and fometimes being conquer

ed by it. The calm defire of wealth will force one, tho'

with reluctance, into ſplendid expences, when neceffa

ry to gain a good bargain or a gainful employment ;

while the paffion of avarice is repining at theſe ex

pences. The fedate defire ofa child's or a friend's vir

tue and honour and improvement, will make us fend

them abroad amidſt dangers ; while the parental and

friendly paffions are oppofing this purpoſe. Grati

tude, pity, and friendly paffions, folicite to one fide;

* See this well deſcribed in Plato. Rep. I. 9. and Ariftot . Eth. Nicom.
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and love ofa country, or a yet more extenſive benevo- CHAP. I.

lence, maybe foliciting on the other fide. We cor

rect and reſtrain our children, we engage them in un

eaſy ſtudies and labours, out of calm good-will, while

this tender paſſion is oppofing every thing that is un

eafy to them. Defire of life perfuades to abſtinence,

to painful cures and naufeous potions, in oppofiti

on to the appetites deſtined to preſerve life in the

order of nature..

As there belong to the underſtanding not only the

lower powers of fenfation, common to us with the

brutes, but alſo thofe of reaſoning, conſciouſneſs, and

pure intellect, as ' tis called ; fo to the will belong not

only the bodily appetites and turbulent paſſions, but

the feveral calm and extenfive affections of a nobler

order.

tion.

VIII. TotheWillwe alfo afcribethe power ofSpon- Powers ofmo

taneous Motion ; fince,in confequence ofour willing it,

we find many parts of the body move as we incline.

All its parts are not thusfubjected to be moved as we

pleaſe ; but only ſuch as 'tis neceffary or uſeful in life

for us to have thus fubjected. The inward parts go on,

in thoſe motions upon which the continuance of life

immediatelydepends, without any acts of our will ; nor

canwe directly, by any volition, accelerate or retard

them. To fuperintend motions continually necef

fary would engrofs the mind perpetually, and make

it incapable ofany other buſineſs. Nor does every mo

tion or impreffion on the parts ofthe body excite fen

fations in the foul. There is no ſenſation of the inter

B
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tue and honour and improvement, will make us fend

them abroad amidſt dangers ; while the parental and
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and love ofa country, or a yet more extenſive benevo- CHAP. I.

lence, maybe foliciting on the other fide. We cor

rect and reſtrain our children, we engage them inun

eafy ſtudies and labours , out of calm good-will, while

this tender paffion is oppofing every thing that is un

eaſy to them. Defire of life perfuades to abſtinence,

to painful cures and nauſeous potions, in oppofiti

on to the appetites deſtined to preferve life in the

order of nature..

As there belong to the underſtanding not only the

lower powers of fenfation, common to us with the

brutes, but alſo thoſe ofreaſoning, conſciouſneſs , and

pure intellect, as ' tis called ; fo to the will belong not

only the bodily appetites and turbulent paſſions, but

the feveral calm and extenfive affections of a nobler

order.

tion.

VIII . TotheWillwe alfo afcribe the power ofSpon- Powers ofmo

taneous Motion; fince,in confequence of our willing it,

we find many parts of the body move as we incline..

All its parts are not thusfubjected to be moved as we

pleafe ; but only fuch as ' tis neceffary or uſeful in life

for us to have thus fubjected. The inward parts go on,

in thoſe motions upon which the continuance of life

immediatelydepends, without any acts of ourwill ; nor

can we directly, by any volition, accelerate or retard

them . To fuperintend motions continually necef

fary would engroſs the mind perpetually, and make

it incapable ofany other buſineſs . Nor does every mo

tion or impreſſion on the parts ofthe body excite fen

fations in the foul. There is no fenfation of the inter

C
a
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MOTION.

BOOK I. nal motions on which life immediately depends, while

the body is in good order. Such fenfation would be

an uneafy uſeleſs diftraction of the mind from all va

luablepurpoſes; as weexperience,when a diſeaſe makes

the contraction ofthe heart,orbeatings ofthepulfe,be

come fenfible. Senfations indicate only fuch changes,

andnew events, or objects, as ' tis convenient we ſhould

be apprizedof. Thus volitions movethehead, the eyes,

the mouth, the tongue, the limbs, and, that exquifite

inftrument of a rational inventive and artful fpecies,

the hand. All theſe are plain indications of the wife

and benign counſel ofour Creator. Nay our limbs are

moved immediately in confequence of the contracti

on of muſcles, and offome power fent down by nerves

from the head. But in our fpontaneous motions we

neither know nor will theſe intermediate ſteps : we in

tend the laſt motion ; and thofe other motions are per

formed without any knowledge or will of ours. Sen

fation in like manner immediatly enfues upon fome

motion in a nerve continued to the brain : we perceive

no motion in the brain ; but have a fenfation immedi

atly referred to the extremity of the body where the

impreſſion was made, and feeming to occupy that

place; in a manner quite inexplicable. Theſe confi

derations have led fome ingenious and pious men to

conclude that afuperior Being, or the Deity himſelf,

is the fole phyfical caufe of all our motions ; according

to certain general laws ; and the fole efficient caufe of

all our fenfations too, in the like manner.



[ 15 ]

CHA P. II.

Concerning the finer Powers ofPerception.

AFTER the general account of the perceptive

powers, and of the will, we proceed to confi

derfome finer powers of perception, and ſome other

natural determinations of will, and general laws of

the human conſtitution .

To the fenfes of fecing and hearing, are fuperad- Pleasures ofi

ded in moſt men, tho' in very different degrees, ccr-magination

tain powers of perception of a finer kind than what

we have reaſon to imagine are in moſt of the lower a

nimals, who yet perceive the feveral colours and fi

gures, and hear the ſeveral founds. Theſe we may call

the fenfes of beauty and harmony, or, with Mr. Ad

difon,the imagination. Whatever namewe give them,

'tis manifeft that, the feveral following qualities in ob

jects, are fources of pleaſure conftituted by nature ;

or, men have natural powers or determinations to per

ceive pleafure from them.

1. Certain forms are more grateful to the eye than

others, even abſtracting from all pleaſure of any live

ly colours ; fuch complex ones, eſpecially, where, uni

formity, or equality ofproportion among the parts, is

obfervable ; nor can we, by command ofour will, caufe

all forms indifferently to appear pleaſant, more than

we can make all objects grateful to the taſte .

2. As a difpofition to imitate is natural to man- Imitation.

I.

Beauty.
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Book I. kind from their infancy, fo they univerſally receive

pleaſure from imitation*. Where the original is beau

tiful, we may have a double pleaſure ; but an exact

imitation, whether of beauty or deformity, whether

by colours, figures, fpeech, voice, motion or action,

gives ofitſelf a natural pleafure.

3. Certain compofitions of notes are immediatly

pleafant to the generality ofmen, whichthe artiſts can

eaſily inform us of. The fimpler pleaſures ariſe from

the concords ; but an higher pleaſure arifes from fuch

compofitions as, in found and time, imitate thofe mo

dulations ofthe human voice,which indicate the feve

ral affections of the foul in important affairs . Hence

PLATOT and LYCURGUS obferved a moral charac

ter in muſick, and looked upon it as of fome confe

quence in influencing the manners of a people.

4. As we are endued with reaſon to diſcern the fit

neſs ofmeans for an end, and the feveral relations and

connexions of things ; ſo, there is an immediate plea

fure in knowlege , diſtinct from the Judgment itſelf,

tho' naturallyjoined with it. Wehave a pleaſure alſo

in beholding the effects of art and deſign, in any in

genious machinery adapted to valuable purpoſes, in

any utenfil well fitted for its end ; whether we hope to

have the uſe of it or not. We have delight in exer

cifing our own rational, inventive, and active powers ;

we are pleaſed to behold the like exercifes of others,

and the artful effects of them. In fuch works of art

Harmony.

Defign.

Ariftot. Poet. c. 4. calls man çdo piµntinútatov . + De Repub. 1. 3 .

Lycurgo. Inquiry b. i. c. 3. and Ariftet . Ethic. there cited.

I Plut, in

•
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we are pleaſed to fee intermixed the beauty ofform, CHAP. 2 .

and imitation, as far as it conſiſts with the defign ; but

the fuperior pleaſure from the execution of the de

fign makes us omit the inferior when it is inconfiftent.

of
II. Granting all theſe difpofitions to be natural, we Caufe of variety

mayaccount for all that diverfity of fancies and taftes

which we obferve ; fince fo many qualities are natural

ly pleafing, fome ofwhich may be chiefly regarded by

one, and others by others. The neceſſitous , the buſy,

or the floathful, may neglect that beauty in dreſs, ar

chitecture, and furniture, which they might obtain,

and yet not be infenfible to it. One may purfue only

the ſimpler kind in the uniformity of parts ; others

may alfo interfperfe imitation of the beautiful works

of nature ; and, of theſe, ſome may chufe one fet of

natural objects, and others may chufe other objects

ofgreater beauty or dignity: the manner too ofimi

tation may be more or lefs perfect. Again, fome in

their works may chiefly regard the pleaſure from ap

pearance ofdefign, and uſefulneſs, admitting only the

pleaſures of beauty and imitation as far as they con

fift with it. In the moſt fantaſtick dreffes there is uni

formity of parts, and fome aptitude to the human

fhape, and frequently imitation. But our modern dref

fes are lefs fitted for eaſy motion, and the diſplaying

ofthe human ſhape, than the antient. Spectators who

regard theſe ends may prefer the ancient dreffes ; thoſe

who do not think of them, or regard them, may pre

fer the modern.

In like manner as to architecture ; they who dif

VOL. I. с
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THE

Book I. cern the imitation of the proportions of the human

body in certain parts, may reliſh one manner on that

account. Others , who know the uſes of which, cer

tain parts prefent the appearance, may relish this de

fign ; others, without theſe views, may be pleaſed with

the uniformity of the parts : others may like or dif

like through fome * affociations of ideas ; of which

hereafter.

not reducible to

ufefulness .

-

One who would reduce all ſenſe ofbeauty informs

to fome real or apparent uſefulneſs diſcerned, will ne

ver be able to explain how the ſpectator reliſhes thoſe

uſeful forms from which he gets no benefit, nor ex

pects any beyond the pleaſure ofbeholding them ; nor

howwe are pleaſed with the forms offlowers, of birds,

and wild beafts, when we know not any real or appa

rent ufes indicated by them ; nor how any ſpectator,

quite a ſtranger to the views ofthe architect, fhall be

pleaſed with the firſt appearance of the work ; nor

whence it is that we are all pleaſed with imitations of

objects,which,were they really placed where theirima

ges are, would be of no advantage ; one may as well

affert that, before we can be pleaſed with a favour, we

muſt know the figures of the minute particles, and

fee their inoffenfive nature to our nerves.

of great confe

quence in life.

The pleaſures oftheſe finer ſenſes are ofno ſmall

importance in life. Howmuch foever they ſeem ne

* See the Inquiry into Beauty. b. i. | perception, may as well affert that the plea

c. 7. §. 4. fures of geometry, or perfpective, arefen

fual, becauſe ' tis by the fenfes we receive

the ideas offigure.

+ One who would make all theſe to be

perceptions ofthe external fenfes, and de

my that we have any diftinct powers of

ì
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glected by the votaries of wealth and power, they are CHAP. 2.

generally much in their view for themſelves, in fome

future period of life, or for their poſterity: as for o

thers who have a more elegant tafte, they are the

end of a great part of their labours : and the greateſt

part ofmen, when they are tolerably provided againſt

the uneafy cravings of appetite, fhewa relifh for theſe

pleaſures : no fooner are nations fettled in peace than

they begin to cultivate the arts fubfervient to them, as

all hiftories will inform us.

deur andnovelTo thefe pleaſures of the imagination maybe ad-Relife for gran

ded two other grateful perceptions arifing from no- ty.

velty and grandeur. The former ever cauſes a grate

ful commotion when we are at leifure ; which perhaps

arifes from that curioſity or defire of knowlege which

is deeplyrooted in the foul ; ofwhich hereafter. Gran

deur alfo is generally a very grateful circumſtance in

any object of contemplation diftinct from its beauty

or proportion. Nay, where none of theſe are ob

ferved,themind is agreeably moved with what is large,

fpacious, high, or deep, even when no advantage ari

fing from theſe circumſtances is regarded. The final

caufes of thefe natural determinations or fenfes of

pleaſure may be ſeen in fome * late authors.

fenfe.

III. Another important determination or fenfe of Thesympathetic

the foul wemaycall the fympathetick,different from all companion

the external fenfes ; bywhich, when we apprehend the

ſtate ofothers, our hearts naturally have a fellow-feel

ing with them. When we fee or know the pain, dif

* See Spectator N. 412. andthe Inquiry into Beauty, laft fection .

C 2
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Book I. trefs , or mifery of any kind which another fuffers,

and turn our thoughts to it, we feel a ſtrong ſenſe of

pity, and a great proneneſs to relieve, where no con

trary paſſion with-holds us . And this * without any

artful views of advantage to accrue to us from giving

relief, or of lofs we fall fuftain by theſe fufferings.

We fee this principle ſtrongly working in children ,

where there are the feweft diftant views of intereft ; fo

ftrongly fometimes, even in fome not of the fofteſt

mould, at cruel executions, as to occafion fainting and

fickneſs. This principle continues generally during

all our lives .

Congratulation. We have a like natural difpofition to Congratula

tion with others in their joys; where no prior emulati

on, imagined oppofition of intereft, or prejudice, pre

vents it. We have this ſympathy even with the brute

animals ; and hence poets fo fuccefsfully pleaſe us

with deſcriptions of their joys. But as our own fel

fifh paffions which repel evil, fuch as fear, anger, re

fentment, are generally ftronger commotions of foul

than the paſſions purſuing private good ; fo pity is a

ftronger benevolent paffion than congratulation. And

all this is wifely contrived, fince immunity from pain

feems previouſly neceffary to the enjoyment ofgood.

Thus the ſtronger motions ofthe mind are directed

toward that which is moft neceffary. This fympathy

ſeems to extend to all our affections and paſſions.

They all feem naturally contagious. Wenot onlyfor

row with the diftreffed, and rejoice with the profpe

* Sce Inquiry into Virtue fect. 2.
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1

rous ; but admiration , or ſurpriſe, diſcovered in one, CHAP. 2 .

raiſes a correfpondent commotion of mind in all who

behold him. Fear obferved raiſes fear in the obferver

before he knows the caufe, laughter moves to laugh,

love begets love, and the devout affections diſplayed

difpofe others to devotion. One cafily fees how direct

lyfubfervient this fympathy is to that grand determi

nation ofthe foul toward univerfal happineſs.

pensity to action

IV. Before we mention fome other finer fenfes, Anaturalpro

which have actions of men for their objects, we muſt in most animals,

obferve one general determination of the foul to exer

cife all its active powers. We may fee in ourfpecies,

from the very cradle, a conftant propenſity to action

and motion ; children grafping, handling, viewing,

tafting every thing. As they advance they exert other

powers, making all tryals poffible ; obferving all chan

ges, andinquiringinto their caufes ; and this from an

impulfe to action and an implanted instinct toward

knowledge,even where theyare not allured by any pro

ſpects of advantage. Nay we fee almoſt all otherani

mals, as foon as they come to light, exercifing their fe

veral powers by like inſtincts , in the way that the Au

thor ofNature intended ; and by this exerciſe, tho' of

ten laborious and fatiguing, made happier than a

ny ſtate of flothful fenfuality could make them . Scr

pents try their reptile motions ; beafts raiſe themſelves

and walk or run ; birds attempt to raiſe themſelves

with their wings and foar on high ; water-fowl

take to the water as foon as they ſee it. The colt is

practiſing for the race, * the bull is butting with his

* Dentelupus, &c. Hor. lib . i . fat. 1. 1. 52 .
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1

ebiefly in men.

Book I. horns, andthehound exercifing himſelf for the chace.

Childrenare ever in motion while they are awake,nor

do they decline wearinefs and toil : they fhew anaver

ſion to ſleep till it over-powers themagainſt theirwills :

they obferve whatever occurs, they remember and in

quire about it ; they learn the names of things, in

quire into their natures, ftructures, uſes, and cauſes;

nor will their curioſity yield to rebukes and affronts.

Kind affections foon break out toward thoſe who

are kind to them ; ftrong gratitude, and an ardor to

excel in any thing that is praiſed ; in vying with their

fellows they are tranfported with fuccefs and victory,

and exceedingly dejected when they are out-done by

others. They are foon provoked to anger upon any

imagined injury or hurt ; are afraid of experienced

pain, and provoked at the cauſe of it ; but ſoon ap

peaſed by finding it undefigned, or by profeſſions of

repentance. Nothing do they more refent than falſe

accufation or reproach. They are prone to fincerity,

and truth, and openneſs of mind, until they have ex

perienced fome evils following upon it. They are im

patient to relate to others any thing new or ſtrange,

or apt to move admiration or laughter ; ready to gra

tify any one with what they have no ufe for them

ſelves ; fond of pleaſing, and void of fuſpicion, till

they have had experience of injuries .

This impulfe to action continues during life, while

we retain the uſe of our powers. The men who are

moſt worthlefs and flothful yet are not wholly idle;

they have their games, their cabals and converfation

Tigh pleafares

in action.
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1

to employ them, or fome mean ingenuity about fen- CHAP . 2 .

fual pleaſures. We fee in general that mankind can

be happy only by action of one kind or other; and

the exerciſe of the intellectual powers is one fource

of natural delight from the cradle to the grave. Chil

dren are tranſported with diſcoveries of any thing

new or artificial, and impatient to fhew them to o

thers. Publick fhows, rarities, magnificence, give

them high entertainment : but above all , the impor

tant actions ofgreat characters ; the fortunes of fuch

men, and of the ftates where they lived, whether re

lated, read, or repreſented by action, are the delight

ofall ages . Here the pleaſure is heightened by our fo

cial feelings of joy, and the keenefs of inquiry increa

fed by our impulfe to compaffion, and our concern a

bout the perfons we admire.

When men have the proper genius, and acceſs to

more laborious knowlege, what ardour of mind do .

fome fhew for geometry, numbers, aftronomy, and

natural hiſtory? All toils and watchings are born with

joy. Need we mention even fabulous hiftory, mytho

logy, philology ? 'Tis manifeft there is an high natu

ral pleaſure in knowledge without any allurements of

other advantage. There is a like pleaſure in practical

knowlege about the buſineſs of life, and the effects of

actions upon the happineſs of individuals, or that of

focieties. How contrary are all theſe appearances of

Nature to that Philofophy which makes the fole

impulfe or determination ofthe foul to be a defire of
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BOOK I. fuch pleaſures as ariſe from the body and are refer

red to it, or of immunity from bodily pain!

V. Action is conftituted to mankind the grand

fource of their happineſs by an higher power of per

ception than any yet mentioned ;namely,thatbywhich

they receive the moral notions of actions and charac

ters. Never was there any of the human fpecies, ex

cept ideots, to whom all actions appeared indifferent.

Moral differences of action are difcerned by all, ever

when they confider no advantage or diſadvantage to

redound to themſelves from them. As this moral

fenfe is of high importance, it fhall be more fully con

fidered in a fubfequent chapter. It mayfuffice at pre

fent to obferve what we all feel, that a certain tem

per, afet ofaffections, and actions confequenton them,

when we are conſcious ofthem in ourſelves, raiſe the

moſt joyful fenfations ofapprobation and inward fatis

faction ; and when the like are obferved in others, we

have a warm feeling of approbation, a ſenſe of their

excellence, and, in confequence of it, great good-will

and zeal for their happineſs. If we are confcious of

contrary affections and actions, we feel an inward re

morfe, and diſlike to ourſelves ; when we obſerve the

like in others, we diflike and condemn their diſpoſiti

ons, reputing them bafe and odious .

A mora!fenfe.

The affections which excite this moral approbati

on are all either directly benevolent, or naturally con

nected with fuch difpofitions ; thoſe which are diſap

proved and condemned , are either ill-natured , by

which one is inclined to occafion mifery to others ; or
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fuch felfiſh difpofitions as argue fome unkind affecti- CHAP . 2 .

on, or the want of that degree of the benevolent af

fections which is requifite for the publick good, and

commonly expected in our ſpecies.

mankind.This moral difcernment is not peculiar to perfons univerfalin

of a fine education and much reflection . The rudeft

of mankind fhew fuch notions ; and young minds,

who think leaft of the diftant influences of actions u

pon themſelves or others, and have ſmall precaution

abouttheirownfuture interefts,are rather more moved

with moralforms than others. Hence that ftrong in

clination in children, as foon as they underſtand the

names of the feveral affections and tempers, to hear

fuch ftories as prefent the moral characters of agents

and their fortunes . Hence that joy in the profperity

of the kind, the faithful, and the juft ; and that indig

nation and forrow upon the fucceffes of the cruel and

treacherous. Of this power we fhall treat more fully

hereafter.

nour ;

VI. As bythe former determination we are led to aſenſe of br

approve or condemn ourſelves or others according to

the temper diſplayed, fo by another natural determi

nation ,which we may call a fenfe ofhonour and ſhame,

an high pleaſure is felt uponour gaining the approba

tion and efteem of others for our good actions, and

upon theirexpreffing theirſentiments ofgratitude; and

on the other hand, we are cut to the heart by cenfure,

condemnation, and reproach. All this appears in the

countenance. The fear ofinfamy, or cenfure, or con

tempt, difplays itſelf byblufhing.

VOL. I. D
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Book I.

an immediate

'Tis true, we may obſerve from our infancy, that

men are prone to do good offices to thoſe they approve

principle." and honour. But we appeal to the hearts ofmen, whe

ther they have not an immediate pleaſure in being ho

noured and eſteemed, without thinking of any future

advantages, and evenwhen they previouſly know that

they can receive none. Are not we generally folicitous

about our characters after our death? And whence is

it that bluſhing accompanies this fort of fear, and not

the fears of other diſadvantages, if this is not an im

mediate principle?

* ARISTOTLE'S account of this pleaſure, tho' more

elegant, is not juſt : " that we reliſh honour as it is a

teftimony to our virtue, which we are previouſly

" conſcious is the greateſt good." This confiderati

on may fometimes make honour very grateful to

menwho are doubtful and diffident of their own con

duct. But have not alfo the men ofgreateſt abilities,

who are perfectly affured of the goodneſs of their con

duct, a like natural joy in being praiſed, diſtinct from

their inward felf-approbation ?

(6

Thekind intention ofGod in implanting this prin

ciple is obvious. 'Tis a ſtrong incitement to every

thing excellent and amiable: it gives a grateful re

ward to virtue : it often furmounts the obſtacles to

it from low worldly interefts : and even men of little

virtue are excited by it to ſuch uſeful ſervices as they

wouldhaveotherways declined. Theſelfiſh are thus,be

yond their inclination, made fubfervient to a publick

intereſt ; and ſuch are puniſhed who counteract it.

* Ethic, ad Nicom. 1. i. c. 5.
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What may further prove that this ſenſe of honour CHAP. 2 .

is an original principle, is this ; we value the praiſe of

others, not in proportion to their abilities to ferve us,

but in proportion to their capacity of judging in

fuch matters. We feel the difference, between the in

tereſted defire of pleafing the manin powerwho can

promote us ; and the inwardjoy from the approbation

of the judicious or ingenious, who cannot do us any

other good offices . The defire of praiſe is acknow

leged to be one of the moſt univerſal paffions of the

foul.

cy and dignity.

VII. Tho' it is by the moral fenſe that actions be- 4fenfe ofdecen

come of the greateſt conſequence to our happineſs or

mifery ; yet'tis plain the mind naturally perceives fome

other forts of excellence in many powers of body and

mind; muſtadmirethem,whetherin ourſelves or others;

andmuſtbe pleaſed with certain exerciſes ofthem,with

out conceiving them as moral virtues . We often uſe

words too promifcuouſly, and do not exprefs diftinctly

the different feelings or fenfations of the foul. Let us

keep moral approbation for our fentiments of fuch dif

pofitions, affections, and confequent actions, as we re

pute virtuous. We find this warm approbation a very

different perception from the admiration or liking

which wehave for feveral other powers and difpofiti

ons ; which are alſo reliſhed by a fenfe of decency or

dignity. This fenfe alfo is natural to us, but the per

ceptions very different from moral approbation. We

not only know the uſe of ſuch valuable powers, and

of their exerciſe, to the perfon poffeffed of them ; but

D 2
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BOOK I. have agreeable commotions of admiration and liking,

and theſe in ſeveral degrees. Thus beauty, ſtrength,

fwiftneſs, agility ofbody, are more decent and eſteem

able than a ſtrong voracious ftomach, or a delicate pa

late. The manly diverfions of riding, or hunting, are

beheld with more pleaſure and admiration than eat

ing and drinking even in a moderate degree. A tafte

for theſe manly exerciſes is often valued ; whereas pur

fuits of mere fenfuality appear defpicable even when

they do not run into excefs, and at beſt are only in

nocent. Nay there is fomething graceful, in the very

fhape gefture and motion, and fomething indecent

and uncomely ; abſtracting from any indications of

advantage difcerned by the ſpectators.

But this is ftill more obvious about the powers of

the mind and their exerciſe. A penetrating genius,

capacity for buſineſs, patience of application and la

bour, a tenacious memory, a quick wit, are naturally

admirable, and reliſhed by all obfervers ; but with a

quite different feeling from moral approbation. To

every natural power there feems to be a correfpending

ſenſe or tafte, recommending one fort of exerciſe, and

difliking the contrary. Thus we relifh the exerciſe of

all the ingenious arts, machinery of every kind, imi

tation in painting, fculpture, ftatuary, poetry ; garde

ning, architecture, mufick. We not only behold the

works with pleaſure, but have a natural admiration of

the perfons in whom we difcern a taſte and genius

for thefe arts . Whereas the exercife of our lower

powers, merely fubfervient to fenfual gratification, are

in different de

grees.
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"

at beft beheld with indifference, are often matter of CHAP . 2 .

fhame, and the caufe of contempt.

tivebeings is in

Thus according to the juſt obſervation of ARI- Happineſs ofac

STOTLE, "The chief happineſs of active beings must action.

" arife from action ; and that not from action of eve

" ryfort, but from that fort to which their nature is

66

adapted, and which is recommended by nature."

Whenwe gratify the bodily appetites , there is an im

mediate fenfe of pleaſure, fuch as the brutes enjoy,

but no further fatisfaction ; no fenfe of dignity upon

reflection, no good-liking of others for their being

thus employed. There is an exercife of fome other

bodily powers which feems more manly and graceful.

There is a manifeft gradation ; fome fine taftes in the

ingenious arts are ftill more agreeable; the exercife is

delightful ; the works are pleaſant to the fpectator,

and reputable to the artiſt. The exerciſe of the high

er powers of the underſtanding, in diſcovery of truth,

and juſt reaſoning, is more cfteemable, when the fub

jets are important. But the noblet of all are the vir

tuous affections and actions, the objects of the moral

fenfe.

Some other abilities and difpofitions of foul, which Alltionalideas .

are naturally connected with benevolent difpofitions,

and inconſiſtent with the higheſt ſelfiſhneſs and ſenſu

ality, ſeem to be immediatly approved by the moral

fenſe itſelf. Theſe we refer to another place. We

fhall only take notice here, that by certain affociati

ons of ideas, and by frequent compariſons made in ſi

milics and metaphors, and by other caufes, fome ina
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Book I. nimate objects have obtained additional ideas of dig

nity, decency, fanctity ; fome appear as mean and de

fpicable ; and others are in a middle ſtate of indiffe

rence. Our reliſh for imitation and obſerving reſem

blances has made all languages full of metaphors :

and fimilitudes and allegories give no ſmall pleaſure

in many compofitions : hence we cloath many objects

with additional ideas of qualities they are not natu

rally capable of; fome oftheſe ideas are great and ve

nerable, others lowand contemptible. Some attempt

to explain the natural caufe or occafion of laughter,

a commotion of mind generally agreeable, of which

all are fufceptible, from a natural fenfe of the ridicu

lous in objects or events .

VIII. Before we paſs to the difpofitions ofthe will,

we may obſerve a natural involuntary determination

to affociate or bind together all fuch perceptions as

have often occurred together, or have made at once a

ftrong impreffion on the mind, fo that they ſhall ſtill

attend each other, when any object afterwards excites

any one or more ofthem. As this is experienced in

ſmaller matters, ſo it affects our apprehenfions ofgood

and evil natural and moral. When the ftrain of con

verfation and popular maxims have long repreſented

certain actions or events as good, and others as evil ; we

find it difficult to break the affociation, even after our

reaſon is convinced of the contrary. Thus certain ac

tions are confuſedly imagined honourable, others dif

honourable ; certain ftations miferable, and others

happy; as fpectres are imagined in church-yards. Tho'

Affociation of i

deas verynecef

fary.
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many miſeries and vices ſpring from this fountain, we CHAP. I.

may ſee the abfolute neceflity of this determination .

Without it we could have little ufe of memory, or

recollection, or even of fpeech. How tedious would

it be to need a particular recollection, upon each word

we hear or defire to fpeak, to find what words and

ideas arejoined by the cuſtom ofthe language? it muſt

be as tedious a workas decyphering after wehadfound

an alphabet. Whereas, now, the found and idea are

fo affociated, that the one ever is attended with the

other. Nay, how is it we remember? when we are ex

amined about a paſt event, the time, or place, fome

circumſtance, or perſon then preſent, is ſuggeſted in

the queſtion, and theſe bring along with them the

whole train ofthe affociated ideas . The fubject of a

debate is fuggeſted ; a man converfant in it finds, pre

vious almoſt to volition, the principal reaſonings on

both fides ariſing in his mind. To this diſpoſition

in a great meaſure is owing the power of education,

which forms many affociations in our early years ; and

few have the patience or courage to examine, whether

they are founded in nature, or in the weakneſs of our

inftructors.

habits.
IX. Many of the natural determinations of the The will and

will are abundantly explained by ſuch as treat deſign

edly upon that fubject, and point out the natural oc

cafions ofthe ſeveral paſſions and affections. To theſe

authors we may refer much of this fubject. We con

ſidered, above, the ftrong natural propenſity to action .

We may alſo obſerve another determination, or law
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Book I. of our nature, by which the frequent repetition of

actions gives not only a facility in performing them,

by encreaſing our active powers, but makes the mind

more prone to them for the future, or more uneafy

when it is by violence reſtrained from them . And this

is called an Habit. In our paffive fenfations the plea

fures and pains are rather abated by frequent feelings :

and yet the uneafinefs under the want of pleaſures is

increafed by our being long enured to them. If we

find much detriment from habits of vice, equally great

is the advantage of the habits of virtue. It is ofge

neral advantage to a rational fpecies, that it thus can

increaſe any ofits powers as it chufes, and make them

moreſtable and vigorous. It is ftill in our power, too,

to wear out any habits, by abſtaining from their acts,

or refolutely acting in oppofition to them. Could we

acquire no habits, our powers muſt remain miferably

weak, and all artificial action continue as uneafy as

we found our firſt effays.

But all theſe affociations, habits, cuſtoms, or pre

judices, recommend objects to our liking, or raiſe a

verfions to them , under the notion offome quality or

fpecies perceivable by the ſenſes we are naturally en

dued with, nor can they raiſe any new ideas. Nofen

timents therefore of approbation or condemnation,

no liking or difliking, are fufficiently explained by at

tributing them to prejudice, cuftom , or education , or

affociation of ideas ; unlefs we can fully fhew what

theſe ideas or notions are, and to what ſenſe they be

Nohabit or cuf

tom gives new

ideas.
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I

long, underwhich theſe objects are approved or con- CHAP. 2 .

demned, liked or difliked .

rental afelli

075.

X. At a certain age arifes a new defire between the conjuga¦andpa

fexes , plainly deftined for the continuance of our

race ; which, as it would be pernicious or ufelefs in

our firſt years, before we had acquired knowledge and

experience fufficient for the prefervation of offspring,

is wifely poftponed in the order of nature. This de

fire in mankind does not terminate merely on fenfu

al pleaſure, as in the brutes ; nor is it in mankind on

ly a blind impulſe, ſuch as excites the brutes, previ

oufly to experience of pleafure. There is a natural

liking ofbeauty as an indication ofa temper and man

ners. A character is apprehended, and thence good

will and eſteem ariſes, and a defire of fociety for life,

with friendſhip and mutual love, and united intereſts .

Thus theſe fentiments and defires, in mankind, al

ways accompany the natural impulfe. They have al

fo univerſally a defire of offspring, where no ſtronger

inconfiftent views reftrain them .

Toward offspring there is in man, as in other ani

mals, a peculiar ftrong affection, and a tender folici

tude for their preſervation and happineſs. In man

kind this affection continues during life, as parents

may always do fome good to their pofterity. It de

fcends to grandchildren , and their children, almoft

undiminiſhed. In the brutes it is found where the

young need affiſtance ; where they don't, it is not

found. It lafts till the young can fupport themſelves,

and then generally ceafes. All this carries with it ma

VOL. I. E
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Book I. nifeſt evidences of deſign in the Author of Nature.

Like affections, but weaker, are found generally to

attend the tyes of blood among collaterals. Theſe

tender affections are the fprings of more than one

halfof the labours and cares ofmankind : and, where

there is any ability, they rouſe the mind to diligence

and induſtry, and to things great and honourable.

By means of them the heart is made more fufcep

tible of every tender kind and focial affection .

Men focial, and

fit for civilfo

ciety.

XI. One canſcarce deny to mankind a natural im

pulfe to fociety with their fellows, as an immediate

principle, when we fee the like in many fpecies of

animals ; nor fhould we afcribe all affociating to

their indigence. Their other principles, their cu

riofity, communicativenefs, defire of action ; their

fenfe of honour, their compaffion, benevolence, gai

ety, and the moral faculty, could have little or no

exerciſe in folitude, and therefore might lead them

to haunt together, even without an immediate or

ultimate impulſe, or a fenſe of their indigence. The

tyes of blood would have the fame effect, and have

probably firſt united large numbers for mutual af

fiſtance and defence, upon a common apprehenfion

of their indigence in folitude. When many were

thus affociated, the fuperior goodneſs, prudence, or

courage offome, would naturallyprocure them a fu

perior eſteem and confidence from all around them..

Controverfies would ariſe ; the miſchief of deciding

them by violence would foon appear. They would

foonfee the danger of divided counfels, either about
1
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improving their condition, or common defence ; tho' CHAP. 2 .

all agreed in the general end. The moſt efteemed

would foon be chofen arbitrators of their controver

fies, and directors of the whole body in matters con

cerning their common intereft ; and, as their prudence

fuggefted , laws and political inftitutions would be

eſtabliſhed. The reft, finding the fweets ofgood order,

fafety, and laws, would have a veneration for the fo

ciety, and its governors, and conftitution. The fi

ner fpirits would feel patriotiſm and the love of a

country in their breafts : and all, in fome meaſure,

bybonds ofacquaintance, and intercourfe ofbuſineſs,

and the enjoyments of protection for themſelves and

their fortunes, would acquire a love to the communi

ty and zeal for its intereſts.

XII. As the order, grandeur, regular difpofitions Religion naturai .

and motions, of the vifible world , muft foon affect the

mind with admiration ; as the feveral claffes of ani

mals and vegetables diſplay in their whole frame ex

quiſite mechaniſm, and regular ſtructure, evidencing

counſel, art, and contrivance for certain ends ; men of

genius and attention muſt foon diſcover fome intelli

gent beings, one ormore, prefiding in all this comely

order and magnificence . The great and the beauti

fulftrikes the mind with veneration, and leads us to

infer intelligence as refiding in it, or directing it; a

careful attention to the ftructure of our own nature

and its powers leads to the fame conclufion. Our

feeling moral fentiments , our ſenſe of goodneſs and

virtue, as well as ofart and defign ; our experience of

E 2
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BOOK I. fome moral diftribution within, by immediate happi

~neſs ormiſery conſtantly attending virtue and vice, and

of a like diftribution generally obtaining even in ex

ternal things by a natural tendency, muſt ſuggeſt that

there is a moral government in the world : and as

men are prone to communicate their knowledge, in

ventions, conjectures, the notions of a Deity and pro

vidence muſt foon be diffuſed ; and an eafy exercife of

reafon would confirm the perfuafion . Thus fome de

votion and piety would generally obtain, and there

fore may juftly be called natural to a rational ſyſtem.

An early revelation and tradition generally anticipa

ted human invention in this matter: but thefe alone

could ſcarce have diffuſed the belief fo univerfally,

without the aids of obvious reafons from ftrong ap

pearances in Nature. Notions ofDeity and fome fort

of worſhip have in fact as univerfally obtained among

men, as living in fociety, the uſe of ſpeech, or even

propagating their kind ; and thus may be counted as

natural.

The feveral powers difpofitions or determinati

ons above-mentioned are univerfally found in man

kind, where fome accident hath not rendered fome in

dividual monftrous, or plainly maimed and deficient

in a natural faculty. But, in the different individuals,

thefe difpofitions are not in the fame proportion as to

ftrength ; one being prevalent in one, and another in

another: and hence the great diverſity of characters.

Yet, upon a proper occafion, when there is no oppofi
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tion from ſomeſtronger principle,each of theſe powers CHAP. 2 .

will exert itself, and have its effect.

vice.

XIII. Notwithſtanding that all thefe nobler powers The causes of

we mentioned are natural to us, the caufes ofthat vice

and depravity of manners we obferve, are pretty ob

vious. Not to fay any thing of caufes not diſcover

ableby the light of nature, mankind ſpend feveral of

their firſt years, where there is not a careful educati

on, in the gratification of their fenfual appetites, and

in the excrcife offome lower powers, which, by long

indulgence,growftronger : reflecting on moralnotions,

and the finer enjoyments, and comparing them with

the lower, is a laborious exercife. The appetites and

paſſions ariſe of themſelves, when their objects occur,

as they do frequently : the checking, examining, and

ballancing them, is a work ofdifficulty. Prejudices and

groundleſs affociations of ideas are very incident to

men of little attention . Our felfifh paffions early gain

ftrength by indulgence. Hence the general tenor of

human life is an incoherent mixture of many focial,

kind, innocent actions, and ofmanyſelfiſh, angry, fen

fual ones ; as one or other of our natural difpofitions

happens to be raiſed, and to be prevalent over o

thers .

1
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Book I.

CHA P. III .

Concerning the Ultimate Determinations ofthe Will,

and Benevolent Affections.

Termiantis L.AFTER this long enumeration of the feveral fen
of

thefoul.
or powers of perception, by which a great

multitude of objects may be the occafion of pleaſure

or pain, or offome forts of happineſs or miſery; and a

like enumeration of many difpofitions of will, or de

terminations of defire ; human nature muſt appear a

very complex and confufed fabrick, unleſs we can dif

cover fome order and fubordination among theſe

powers, and thus difcern which of them is naturally

fit to govern. Ofthis we ſhall treat in fome following

chapters. In the firſt place the Underſtanding, orthe

power of reflecting, comparing, judging, makes us

capable of difcerning the tendencies of the ſeveral

fenſes, appetites, actions, gratifications, either to our

own happineſs, or to that of others, and the com

parative values of every object, every gratification.

This power judges about the means or the fubordi

nate ends: but about the ultimate ends there is no rea

foning. We profecute them by ſome immediate dif

pofition or determination offoul, which in the order

of action is always prior to all reaſoning ; as no opini

on or judgment can move to action, where there is no

prior defire of fome end .

The Selfish gene
Were there no other ultimate determination or de

ral determina

tion alleged the fire in the human foul than that of each one toward

only one.
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his ownhappineſs ; then calm *felf-love would be the CHAP. 3 .

fole leading principle, plainly deſtined by Nature to

govern and reſtrain all other affections, and keep them

fubfervient to its end ; having reaſon for its miniſter

or counſellor, to fuggeft the means. But the end

would be conſtituted by that ultimate determination,

without any reaſoning.

ofit.
This is a favourite tenet of a great many authors, Various accounts

and pleaſes by its fimplicity. But very different and

contrary accounts are given, by thefe authors, ofthe

private enjoyments or happineſs purfued in the of

fices we commonly repute virtuous. Some make the

fole motive to all offices or actions even the moſt ho

nourable, the fole end ultimately intended by them,

to be fome worldly advantage, fome bodily pleaſures

or the means of them. This was the tenet ofthe Cy

renaicks, and probably of the Epicureans too, and of

fome moderns. Others fay, that we defire the good of

others, or offocieties, merely as the means ofour own

fafety and profperity ; others, as the means of fome

fubtiler pleaſures of our own by fympathy with others

in their happineſs : others make our end to be the

pleaſures we enjoy in being honoured, or fome re

wards we expect for our fervices, and thefe either

from GOD, or men.

But there is ſtill an higher fcheme ; allowing in

deed no other calm fetled determination of foul but

Byfelf-love we mean, one's defire of

hisown happiness, and this only . By a fre

quent ufe of the word love, for esteem,

fomehaveimagined an univerfalfelf-esteem,

or preference of our moral character and

accomplishments to thofe of others , which

is contrary to what the modeft and ſelf

diffident continually experience.

8
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Book I. that in each one toward his own happineſs ; but grant

ing that we have a moralfaculty, and many particu

lar kind affections truly difintereſted, terminating u

pon the happineſs of others , and often operating when

wehave no reference of it in our minds to any enjoy

ment ofour own. But, fay they, " the fole original

fpring ofall calm deliberate purpoſes of cultivating

" theſe generous affections, and of gratifying them

in oppofition to any ſelfiſh affections, is this ; we ex

" perience the fublimeft joys of ſelf-approbation in

"

66

gratifying theſe generous motions ; theſe joys are a

" nobler happineſs than any other ; and the defire of

" them, flowing from the calm ſelfiſh determination,

" is the view of all deliberate purpoſes of virtue ; tho'

" the kind paffions themſelves often hurry us into

friendly andgenerous actions without this thought."

This laft account gives a lovely repreſentation of

with many defin human nature and its affections, and leaves a great

66

This confiftent

terested affecti

ons.

deal of room for moſt of the generous virtues oflife ;

but it does not pleafe us with fuch fimplicity as the

other ſchemes , which directly deduce every motion of

the heart from felf-love. This is not to be reckoned

amongthe ſelfiſh ſchemes, fince it makes all the emi

nent virtues flow from difintereſted affections, natu

ral to the heart, however in our calmer hours they

may be corroborated by the calm views and defires of

our own happineſs. But our bufinefs is to find the

truth, let the ſchemes, or their authors, be claffed as

they will : and, for this purpoſe, 'tis neceffary to confi

der well, both thefe affections alledged to be difinte

66
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reſted, and the moralfaculty by which we judge of CHAP. 3.

all the motions of the will; that we may fee, whe

ther there be in the foul, as we alledged above, ano

ther calm determination, beſide that one toward our

own happineſs ; as well as many particular affections,

terminating upon the good of others, as their imme

diate and ultimate object, without reference to private

intereſt ofany kind.

In defires, the

from the mo

II. The calmfelf-love, or the determination ofeach

individual toward his own happineſs, is a motion ofaneafinefs differs

the will without any uneafy fenfation attending it.tives.

But the feveral felfifh defires, terminating on particu

lar objects, are generally attended with ſome uneaſy

turbulent fenfations in very different degrees : yet

thefe fenfations are different from the act ofthe will

to which they are conjoined ; and different too from

the motives of defire. The motive is fome good ap

prehended in an object or event, toward which good

the defire tends ; and, in confequence of defire, fome

uneaſineſs ariſes, till the good is obtained . To averſi

on, the motive is fome evil apprehended or feared,

and perhaps not yet felt. Uneafinefs too attends

the averfion, untill the evil is repelled . Proſpects of

the pleaſures or powers attending opulence are the

motives to the defire of wealth, and never the uneafy

feelings attending the defire itſelf. Theſe feelings are,

in nature, fubſequent to the deſire .

Again, when we obtain the thing defired ; befide

the pleaſures to be obtained from this object, which

were the motives of the defire, and often before we

VOL. I. F
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Book I. enjoy them, there is one pleaſure immediatly arifing

from the fuccefs, at leaſt in thoſe caſes where there

was any difficulty in the purfuit, orfear of diſappoint

ment. It would be abfurd to ſay that this joy in the

fuccefs was the motive to the defire. We fhould have

no joy in the fuccefs , nor could we have had any de

fire, unleſs the proſpect of ſome other good had been

the motive. This holds in all our defires, benevolent

orfelfish, that there is fome motive, fome end inten

ded, diſtinctfrom the joy ofſucceſs, or the removal of

the pain of defire ; otherways all defires would be the

moſt fantaſtick things imaginable, equally ardent to

ward any trifle, as toward the greateſt good ; fince

the joy of fuccefs, and the removal ofthe uneafinefs

of defire, would be alike in both forts of defires . "Tis

trifling therefore to ſay that all defires are ſelfiſh,

becauſe by gratifying them we obtain the joy offuc

cefs, and free ourſelves from the uneafy feelings of de

fire.

Subordinate

virtue.

III. "Tis owned by all, that many actions, benefi

good-will isnot cial to others, may directly ſpring from ſelfiſh deſires

ofrewards, ofreturns of good offices, ofhonour. One

may ſerve others from fear of unjuſt violence, or of

juft puniſhment. Nay, from the defire of our own

happineſs we may have an inward undiffembled de

fire of another's happineſs, which we conceive to be

the means ofour own. Thus, one defires the fuccefs.

ofa partner in managing the common ſtock ; the pro

fperity of any country or fociety upon which his for

tunes depend; the advancement of a friend from

L

1
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whom we expect promotion; the fuccefs and good Chap . 3 .

conduct of a pupil, which may redound to the ho

nour ofthe mafter or tutor. Thefe real defires ofthe

welfare of others mayall be fubordinate to one's own

ſelfiſh defires .

Here 'tis agreed by all, that defires of the welfarewhether kind af

of others, fubordinated to one's defires of his own fimate;

fettions areul

worldly advantages, without any other affection, have

nothing virtuous in them. A change of outward cir

cumſtances, without any change of temper, would

raiſe deſires of the adverfity of others, in the fame

manner. Themain queftion is, whether the affections

reputed benevolent are fubordinated to fome finer in

tereſts than worldly advantages , and ultimately ter

minate upon them:: or, if there are not kind affecti

ons ultimately terminating on the good ofothers ; and

thefe conftituted by nature, (either alone, or perhaps

fometimes corroborated by fome views of intereſt,)

the immediate cauſe of moral approbation. Now ' tis

plain,

minate upon re

IV. 1. That all hopes or fears from men, whether theydonot ter

about wealth or poverty, honour or infamy, bodilywardsfrom men;

pleaſure or pain, can onlybe motives to external acti

ons or fervices, and not to any inward good-will or de

fire of their happineſs ; fince we all know that our in

ternal affections are hid from others. External deport

ment alone can be the means of obtaining what we

hope from them, or of avoiding what we fear.

God, or from

2. As felf-love can make us defire only what ap- nor on thefefrom

pears the means ofour own happineſs, one can ſcarce self- approbati

F 2

072.
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Book I. alledge that even the ſubtileſt intereſts are the ſprings

of real good-will to others. If one is aware of the

high pleaſures of felf-approbation, arifing upon con

ſciouſneſs of inward good-will and kind affections,

or is convinced that the Deity will confer rewards u

pon men offuch tempers ; theſe two motives may

make one defire to have that uſeful ſet of affections,

in order to obtain happineſs. Now, could we by com >

mand of the will directly raiſe what affections we de

fire, from theſe motives we would raiſe kind affecti

ons. But a temper orſet of affections cannot thus be

raiſed. As eſteem cannot be raiſed, by any act of the

will, toward an object in which no excellence appears,

nor fear where there is nothing formidable, nor anger

where there is nothing hurtful, nor pity where there

is no fuffering, nor gratitude where there has been no

evidence of prior benevolence ; ſo neither can a mind

wholly determined toward felfifh good raiſe in itſelf

kind affections, by a command of its will. The natu

ral cauſe muſt be preſented before anyaffection canbe

raiſed.

Ifindeed our hearts are fo conftituted, as the affer

tors of difintereſted affections alledge, that upon pre

ſenting the ſtate of any ſenſitive beings to our calm

thoughts, when no oppofition of intereſts or evil dif

pofitions apprehended in them obſtruct the natural

motion ofour fouls, a kind good-will naturally ariſes;

then the motives of gaining the nobler pleaſures of

felf-approbation, or rewards from God, will incline us

to turn our calm attention to the ſtate of others ; will

Howdivinelaws

operate to make

men virtuous.
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furmount little interfering intereſts, and remove even CHAP . 3 .

the obſtacles of anger *. The fame motives will make

us inquire alfo into all fuch qualities excellencies or

good offices of others as are the natural occafions of

the warmer and more endearing affections . And thus

it is that the fanctions ofthe divine laws can influence

our affections. But,

3. Fromfelf-love we defire only the means ofourown

happineſs. Nowthe actual happiness ofothers is nei

ther the caufe normeans ofobtaining felf-approbati

on, nor rewards from God. Our hearts approve us,

and God promiſes rewards to us, not becauſe others

are in fact happy, but becauſe we have fuch kind dif

pofitions, and act our parts well in their behalf, whe

ther in the event they are happy or not. Our deſire

therefore of the pleaſure of felf-approbation, or of

divine rewards, can only make us defire to have theſe

affections, and to act a fuitable part. But theſe affec

tions cannot be directly raiſed by the will : and where

ever they are, they plainly terminate upon the good

ofothers, as the ultimate end intended bythem ; tho'

in our previous confultations with ourfelves, or deli

berations about the inward culture of the mind, we

mayhave refolved, with a view to our own perfection

*Thisis the reference to our own high

eft and most noble enjoyments and inte

refts , which we fee made in fome of the

beft writings of the antients , and in Lord

Shaftesbury; " That, confcious ofthe in

" ward delights and dignity of virtue fur

paffing all other enjoyments , we refolve

to follow all the noble and generous

"motions of our hearts in oppofition to

66

67

"the lower interefts of this life ." Notthat

they imagined we can raife any new affec

tion , by command of the will, which na

ture had not planted and connected with

its proper caufes :: nor that all generous

affections have private good in view. This

notion they oppoſed with the greateſt zoal

and ftrength of reafon.
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Book I. and fublimeſt happineſs, to incourage all fuch affec

tions in ourſelves, and to turn our attention to all

fuch confiderations as are naturally apt to raiſe them;

and to deſpiſe all the mean interfering intereſts of this

prefent world. Theſe generous affections often ope

rate where there have been no fuch previous delibera

tions and purpoſes of cultivating them; and where

there have been fuch purpoſes, ftill the generous af

fection terminates and refts upon its natural object,

the good of others ; and muſt have had its exiſtence

in the foul previous to all defires and intentions of

cultivating it.

The affections do

not arife imme
There is nothing ſtrange or unuſual in this that

diatly upon ourone ſhould want certain tender generous affections, of
wishingtohave

them.
love, eſteem, gratitude, pity, repentance for offen

ces ; while yet he earneſtly wishes to have them. An

inward temper and a ſet of affections do not ſtart up at

onceupon a wifh or command. Men who have been

careleſs about virtue and piety are often obſerved,

upon approach of danger, and on other occafions,

heartily wiſhing, from ſelf-love or fear ofpuniſhment,

that they had love and gratitude to God, warm cha

rity and good-will to their neighbours, meekneſs and

a forgiving temper, and forrowfor their fins ; and yet

they have a diftreffing conſciouſneſs that theſe difpo

fitions do not arife in them. In good men theſe af

fections operate without any intentions of intereſts,

without views of ſelf-approbation , or future rewards.

Nay, are not fome of theſe kind affections ſtrongeſt

where we leaſt expect honour from men, rewards from
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4

God, or even any confiderable felf-approbation ; as CHAP. 3 .

the conjugal and parental affections, friendſhip, and

gratitude? However the want of them is much con

demned, theſe affections are reputed but a lower kind

of virtue, ſome of them ſcarce any virtue at all.

ons arenotfrom
V. Some plead that our moſt generous affections All kind affecti

are fubordinate to private intereftby means of fympa- fympathy.

thy, which makes the pleaſures and pains, the happi

neſs or miſery of others, the conſtant cauſes of plea

fure or pain to ourſelves. We rejoice in feeing others

happy, nay in knowing that they are happy tho' at a

diſtance . And in like manner we have pain or forrow

from their miſery. To obtain this pleaſure therefore

and to avoid this pain, we have from ſelf-love, ſay

they, an inward defire of their happineſs, undiffem

bled, tho' fubordinate to our defire of our own. But

this ſympathy can never account for all kind affecti

ons, tho' it is no doubt a natural principle and a beau

tiful part of our conftitution . Where it operates alone,

it is uniformly proportioned to the diſtreſs or ſuffer

ing beheld or imagined without regard to other cir

cumftances, whereas our generous affections are in ve

ry different degrees and proportions ; we may have a

weaker good-will to any perfon unknown ; but how

much ſtronger is the affection of gratitude, the love

with eſteem toward a worthy character or intimate

friend, the parental affection ? This fympathy, if it is

thecauſe ofall love,muſt be a very variable difpofition ,

increafing uponbenefits received,moral excellence ob

ferved, intimacics, and tyes of blood : for the inward
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Book I. good-will, the kind affection, is plainly increaſed by

theſe cauſes .

Grant it naturally varied from theſe cauſes, yet this

fympathy could never account for that immediate ar

dour oflove and good-will which breaks forth toward

any character reprefented to us as eminent in moral

excellence, before we have had any thoughts, or made

any inquiries into his ſtate in point of happineſs or

mifery. Suppoſe him in the remoteft parts of the

earth, or infome other planet. Sure we can knowthe

intention ofthe foul in its purſuits or affections . Is our

ownfuture pleaſure in ſome ſympathetick joys the ob

ject upon which every kind affection and every friend

ly wiſh terminates ? Does parental care, patriotiſm,

even when it is deliberately facrificing life for its coun

try, terminate upon fome private joy of its own? when

and where is it to be obtained? only a moment or

two, before death is to carry us off from all human

affairs , and few of us think of knowing the ſtate of

our furvivors. Should God intimate to a brave man

that his death is approaching next moment, and that

he ſhould have no longer fellow-feeling with mortals

or memory of them, but that he would grant his laſt

wifhes about his children, his friends, his country ;

would he not as ardently defire their profperity as in

any former period oflife, tho' his joyful ſympathetick

imagination would ceafe next moment ? how will

one account upon this ſcheme for thoſe anxieties, ten

der recommendations, advices, and ardent prayers of

men a-dying for thoſe who were dear to them, tho'
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they are perfuaded that they fhall preſently be remo- CHAP. 3 .

ved from this ftate and know no more of human af

fairs?

Japp.
Our compaſſion too toward the diſtreſſed , ' tis plain , Compaion not

terminates upon their relief, even when we have no

attention to our own pain. Nor is the termination of

any defire merely upon the removal of the uneafinefs

which accompanies it . Thus tho' there may be in na

ture fome connections of intereft between us and the

objects of our tender affections, yet the affection ter

minates on their good, is previous to this connexion,

and is the cauſe of it. We therefore rejoice in the

happineſs of our child, our friend , our country, be

caufewe previouſlyhad an ultimate good-will to them.

Nor do we therefore love them or wifh them well be

cauſe we have obferved that we would derive joyfrom

their happineſs, and forrow from their mifery. Hence

it is that, the ftronger our previous love ' and efteem

was, the greater fhall our joy be on account of their

happineſs, and our forrow for their mifery.

entirely difinte

This mayfuffice to eſtabliſh that important point, Some affections

that our nature is ſuſceptible of affections truly difin- reed.

tereſted in the ſtricteſt ſenſe, and not directly fubordi

nated to felf-love, or aiming at private intereft ofany

kind. The tyes ofblood, benefits received, moral ex

cellence difplayed, tho' we apprehend no advantage

redounding to ourſelves from it, are the natural caufes

of theſe particular kind affections ; many ofthem arife

unmerited ; all terminate on the good of others ; and

all of them often operate in the foul when it has no

VOL. I. G
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Book I. views, or rational ground of hoping for any private

advantage ; nay when they are involving it in trouble

and anxiety.

Galm affections VI. As we obferved formerly that the particular

andpafions motions ofthe will toward private good are, either the

calm ftable affections, or turbulent paflions ; fo are

the particular motions ofthe generous kind : fome of

them are calm , fedate, and ſteddy ; aiming at the hap

pineſs of their object, whether an individual or a fo

ciety, attended with no turbulent fenfations, and on

ly caufing uneafineſs when they are defeated in their

intention ; others are turbulent, and attended with un

eafy fenfations. We may proceed further in this

compariſon.

Univerfal bene

volence.

As there is found in the human mind, when it re

collects itſelf, a calm general determination toward

perfonal happineſs ofthehigheſt kind ithas any notion

of; fo we may find a like principle of a generous kind:

When upon recollection we preſent to our minds the

notionofthegreateſtpoſſibleſyſtem ofſenſitive beings,

and the higheſt happineſs it can enjoy, there is alfo a

calm determination to defire it, abſtracting from any

connection with or fubferviency to our private enjoy

ment. We ſhall find theſe two grand determinations,

one toward our own greateſt happineſs, the other to

ward the greateſt general good, each independent on

the other, each capable of ſuch ſtrength as to reſtrain

all the particular affections of its kind, and keep them

fubordinate to itſelf.

But here arifes a new perplexity in this complex
Whethershould

theselfish yield to
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ftructure, where theſe two principles feem to draw dif- CHAP. 3 .

ferent ways. Muft the generous determination, andthe benevolent

all its particular affections, yield to the ſelfiſh one, andprinciple or not .

be under its controll? muft we indulge their kind moti

ons fo far as private intereft admits and no further? or

muſt the ſelfiſh yield to the generous? or can wefup

pofe that inthis complexfyftem there are two ultimate

´principles which may often oppoſe each other, with

out any umpire to reconcile their differences? or fhall

we deny any original calm determination toward a

publick intereft ; allowing only a variety of particular

ultimate kind affections ; not indeed arifing from felf

love, or directly aiming at private good as their natu

ral termination , and yet in all our deliberate counfels

about the general tenor of our conduct, fubjected, in

common with all the particular appetites and paffions

ofthe ſelfiſh kind, to the original impulfe in each one

toward his own perfection and happiness? This laſt

feems to be the ſcheme offome excellent authorsboth

antient and modern.

•

This determi
ned by the C

Toalledgeherethat,byourreafonand reflection , we

may fee what was the intention of God the Authorralfer

of our Nature in this whole fabrick of our affections ;

that he plainly intended the univerſal happineſs, and

that of each individual, as far as it is confiftent with

it ; and that this intention fhould be our rule: that we

fhould therefore reftrain and controll, not only all

ſelfiſh affections, but even all generous particular af

fections, within fuch bounds as the univerfal intereſt

requires : this is truc in fact, but does not remove the

G 2
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BOOK I. difficulty, unleſs we are firſt told from what determi

nation offoul, from what motive, are we to comply

with the divine intentions ? if from a defire ofreward,

then the ſelfiſh calm determination is thefole ultimate

principle of all deliberate counfels in life : if from a

perception ofhis moral excellence, a defire ofimitat

ing him, andfrom love and gratitude, then the defire

of moral excellence must be the fupreme original de

termination. But this defire of moral excellence, how

ever an original principle, muſt preſuppoſe fome an

tecedent determinations of the will as its object. And

among theſe there muſt befome one in which the fu

preme moral excellence confifts , otherways our very

fenfe and defire of moral excellence, fince it may re

commend many particular affections, which may in

terfere with each other, will again lead us into a new

labyrinth of perplexity. The folution of theſe dif

ficulties must be found by confidering fully that mo

ral faculty above-mentioned, to which, in the next

place, we proceed ; briefly touching at thoſe reaſons

which fhew this moralfaculty to be an original deter

mination or fenfe in our nature, not capable of being

referred to other powers of perception.

I
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Concerning the Moral Senfe, or faculty ofperceiving

moral excellence, and its fupreme objects.

1
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CHAP. 4.

LTHO' we have kind affections ultimately aim

ing at the good of others, thefuccefs of which

is joyful to us, yet our approbation of moral conduct

is very different from liking it merely as the occafion

of pleaſure to ourſelves in gratifying theſe kind affec

tions . As we do not approve all conduct which gives

us this pleaſure, fo we approve fometimes fuch con

duct as does not give it ; and our approbation of the

good conduct which gives this pleaſure is not propor

tioned to the pleaſure it gives us. Thus many in

ventions, and much art and induſtry which does good

to the perfons or country we love, is not approved as

virtuous : we approve generous attempts tho' unfuc

cefsful ; we approve the virtues of enemies, which may

hurt the chiefobjects of our love. We equally approve

the virtues or generous defigns of good men in for

mer ages toward their contemporaries, or in the re

moteſt nations, toward their countrymen, forwhom

our affections are very faint and weak, as if the like

were done to our friends, or country, the objects of

our ſtrongeſt affections.

maralfenfe.

Again--Tho' the approbation of moral excellence or pleasing our

is a grateful action or fenfation of the mind, ' tis plain

thegood approved is not this tendency to give us a

moralgoodnessis

The notion of

giving us

pleafurebylym

not

pathy;
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Book I. grateful fenſation . As, in approving a beautiful form,

we refer the beauty to the object ; we do not ſay that

it is beautiful becauſe we reap fome little pleaſure in

viewing it, but we are pleaſed in viewing it becauſe it

is antecedently beautiful. Thus, when we admire the

virtue of another, the whole excellence, or that quali

ty which by nature we are determined to approve, is

conceived to be in that other ; we are pleaſed in the

contemplation becauſe the object is excellent, and the

object is notjudged to be therefore excellent becauſe

it gives us pleaſure.

II. Much lefs is it the approved fpecies of virtue,

that it is an affection or action which gives pleaſure

to the agent. It always may indeed give him pleaſure

upon reflection, by means of this moral faculty : but

'tis plainly then that we moſt admire the virtue of a

nother when we attend to its labours , dangers, diffi

culties, pains ; and have no thought of any preſent or

future pleaſures of the agent.

'Tis ftrange that men fhould be at a lofs to dif

cern what form , or conception, or ſpecies it is , under

which they approve eſteem or admire their own af

fections and conduct, or that of others ; and diſap

prove and condemn the contrary. One would think

it manifeſt that the notion under which one approves

virtue, is neither its tendency to obtain any benefit or

reward to the agent or to the approver. The appro

ver never expects a reward for the virtue of another;

he approves where he ſees no intereſt of his own pro

moted: and he would lefs approve fuch actions as are

nor that of use

ful efs to the

agent ;

or to the appro

ver;

M

•
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1

}

beneficent, the more he conſidered them as advanta- CHAP. 4 .

geous to the agent, and imagined him influenced by

theviews of his own advantage. Actions are conceived

rewardable becauſe they are good, not good becauſe

they are to be rewarded . Both the ſpectator and the

agentvalue good actions the more in point of virtue,

the more expenfive or diſadvantageous they are to the

agent; andboth will diſapprove as immoral fome ac

tions which the one will allure to by bribes, and the

other undertake ; both conceiving them in this man

ner advantageous.

Now, if direct explicite opinions of tendencies to or imaginations

the advantage of the approver or agent do not raife of advantage.

moral approbation, much lefs can wefuppofe that any

confuſed imaginations, or vague affociations of ideas ,

about fuch advantages to the approver or the agent,

can be the form under which virtue is approved.

"Tis alfo obvious that the notion under which we

approve virtue is not its tendency to procure honour.

A proſpect of honour may be a motive to the agent,

at leaſt to external actions : but the tendency of an ac

tion to procure honour cannot make another approve

it, who derives no honour from it. Our very defire of

gaining honour, and the difpofition in ſpectators to

confer it, muſt prefuppofe a moral fenfe in both. And

any views an agent may have to obtain ſelf-approba

tion muſt alſo prefuppofe a moral fenfe. We cannot

therefore fay an action is judged good becauſe it gains

to the agent the pleaſure of felf-approbation ; but it

gains to him this pleaſure becauſe it was antecedent
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BOOK I. ly good, or had that quality which bythe conſtituti

on of this fenfe we muſt approve. Our prefent que

ſtion is, what is that quality, and how perceived?

III. The primary notion under which we approve

is not merely a conformity to the divine will or laws.

Weſeriouſlyinquire about themoral goodneſs, juſtice,

holinefs, rectitude, of the Divine Nature itſelf, and

likewiſe of his will or laws ; theſe characters make up

our common praiſes ofthem. They furely mean more

than that his will or laws are conformable to them

felves. This we might afcribe to an artful impure De

mon. Conformity to his nature is not conformity to

immenſity, eternity, omnipotence. 'Tis conformity

to his goodneſs, holineſs, juſtice. Theſe moral per

fections then muſt be previouſly known, or elſe the

definition by conformity to them is uſeleſs .

Neither is the notion of moral goodneſs under

which we approve it well explained by conformity of

affections and actions to truth, reafon, true propofiti

ons, reafon ofthings ; as in the common acceptation

theſe characters agree to every object of the mind, a

bout which it judges truly, animate or inanimate, vir

tuous or vicious. Conformity to moral truth, or true

propofitions about morals, equally belongs to virtue

and vice ; as the mind difcerns truth about both ;

and, as every true propofition is conformed to its ob

ject, fo is the object to the propofition. If ' tis faid

that theſe moral truths intended are onlyfuch as fhew

what actions are good, what we are obligedto do, what

ought to be done. Theſe words mean no more than the

Not conformity

tolaws;

nor conformityto

truth.
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word moral goodneſs ; and thenthedefinition isno bet- CHAP. 4.

ter than this, "the moral goodneſs of an action is its

conformity to fuch true propofitions as fhew the

" action to be good ;" or, good actions are fuch a

" bout which 'tis true that they are good."

66

In general, all defcriptions of moral goodneſs by

conformity to reafon if we examine them well, muft

lead us to fome immediate original fenfe or determi

nation of our nature. All reafons exciting to an ac

tion will lead us to fome original affection or inſtinct

of will ; and all juftifying reafons, orfuch as fhew an

action to be good, will at laft lead us to fome origi

nal fenfe or power of perception.

or fitness , con
In like manner all defcriptions of it by fitness, con

gruity, agreement, muft lead us to theſe original de- grit ,

terminations. The fitnefs of means or fubordinate

ends, docs not prove them to be good, unleſs the ulti

mate end be good. Now fitnefs of an end truly ulti

mate muſt be an abfurd expreſſion ; as it is referred

to nothing, or is fit for nothing further. All ultimate

ends are fetled by fome of the original determinati

ons of our nature.

"Tis in vain here to alledge inftruction , education,

cuſtom , or aſſociation of ideas as the original ofmoral

approbation. As thefe cangivenonewfenfes, let us exa

minewhatthe opinion orwhatthenotion is upon which

we approve, and to what fenfe it belongs, whatever

waythe notion may have been conjoined, or whatever

|* A compleat examination ofthefe cha

racterswould call us offtoo muchfrom the

VOL. I.

prefent defign ; we must therefore refer to

the illuftrations onthe moralfenfe.

H
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BOOK I. have been the cauſes of our getting this opinion that

fuch a quality is inherent in or connected with the

action? and this will lead us to an original principle.

IV. There is therefore, as each one by clofe at

tention and reflection may convince himſelf, a natu

ral and immediate determination to approve certain

affections, and actions confequent upon them ; or a na

tural fenfe ofimmediate excellence in them, not refer

red to any other quality perceivable by our other fen

fes or by reafoning. When we call this determination

afenfe or inftinct, we are not fuppofing it of that low

kind dependent on bodily organs , fuch as even the

brutes have. It may be a conftant fetled determinati

on in the foul itſelf, as much as our powers ofjudging

and reaſoning. And 'tis pretty plain that reafon is on

ly a fubfervient power to our ultimate determinations

either ofperception or will. The ultimate end is fetled

byſomeſenſe, andfomedeterminationofwill : by fome

fenfe we enjoy happineſs, and felf-love determines to

it without reafoning. Reafon can only direct to the

means ; or compare two ends previouſly conftituted

by fome other immediate powers.

In other animal-kinds each one has inftincts to

There is a mo

gal fenfe.

This plainly a

aalogous to other

parts of nature. Ward its proper action, and has the higheſt enjoyment

in following them, even with toil and fome pain. Can

we fuppofe mankind void ofſuch principles ? as brutes

feem not to reflect on their own temper and actions,

or that of others, they may feel no more than preſent

delight in following their impulfes. But in men, who

can make their own tempers and conduct the ob

i
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jects of reflection, the analogy of nature would make CHAP. 4 .

one expect a ſenſe, a reliſh about them, as well as a

bout other objects .To each of our powers we ſeem to

have a correſponding taſte or fenfe, recommending

the proper uſe of it to the agent, and making him re

liſh or value the like exerciſe of it by another. This

we fee as to the powers of voice, of imitation , de

figning, or machinery, motion, reafoning ; there is a

fenſe diſcerning and recommending the proper exer

cife of them. It would be anomalous in our ftruc

ture if we had no reliſh or taſte for powers and acti

ons of yet greater importance ; if a ſpecies of which

each one is naturally capable of very contrary affecti

ons toward its fellows, and ofconfequent actions, each

one alfo requiring a conftant intercourſe of actions

with them, and dependant on them for his ſubſiſtence,

had not an immediate relifh for fuch affections and

actions as the intereſt of the ſyſtem requires. Shall an

immediate fenfe recommend the proper ufe ofthe in

ferior powers, and yet fhall we allow no natural re

lifh for that ofthe fuperior?

quires culture

V. As fome others of our immediate perceptive This fenfe re

powers are capable of culture and improvement, fo is and improve

this moral ſenſe, without prefuppofing any referencement.

to a fuperior power of reafon to which their percepti

ons are to be referred. We once had pleaſure in the

fimple artleſs tunes of the vulgar. We indulge our

felves in mufick ; we meet with finer and more com

plex compofitions . In theſe we find a pleaſure much

higher, and begin to deſpiſe what formerly pleaſed us.

H 2
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ВоокBook I. A judge, from the motions of pity, gets many crimi

nals acquitted : we approve this fweet tenderneſs of

heart. But we find that violence and outrages abound;

the ſober, juſt, and induſtrious are plagued, and have

no fecurity. A more extenfive view of a publick in

tereft fhews fome forts ofpity to occafion more exten

five mifery, than ariſes from a ſtrict execution ofjuf

tice. Pity of itſelf never appears deformed ; but a

more extenſive affection, a love to fociety, a zeal to

promote general happineſs, is a more lovely principle,

and the want of this renders a character deformed.

This onlyfhews, what we fhall preſently confirm, that

among the feveral affections approved there are ma

nydegrees: fome much more lovely than others. "Tis

thus alone we correct any apparent diſorders in this

moralfaculty, evenas we correct ourreaſonitſelf. As we

improve and correct a low taſte for harmony by enur

ing the ear to finer compofitions ; a low tafte for beau

ty, by preſenting the finer works, which yield an high

er pleaſure ; fo we improve our moral tafte by prefent

ing larger fyftems to our mind, and more extenfive

affections toward them; and thus finer objects are ex

hibited to the moral faculty, which it will approve,

even when theſe affections oppoſe the effect of fome

narrower affections, which confidered by themſelves

would be truly lovely. No need here of reference to

an higher power of perception, or to reaſon .

Is not our reafon itſelf alſo often wrong, when we

rafhly conclude from imperfect or partial evidence ?

muſt there be an higher power too to correct our rea
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fon? no ; prefenting more fully all the evidence on CHAP . 4.

both fides, by ſerious attention, or the beſt exerciſe

of the reaſoning power, corrects the hafty judgment.

Juft fo inthe moral perceptions.

defined to go

vern our other

VI. This moral fenfe from its very nature appears The moral fenfe

to be defigned for regulating and controlling all our

powers. This dignity and commanding nature we powers.

are immediatly confcious of, as we are confcious of

the power itſelf. Nor can fuch matters of immediate

feeling be otherways proved but by appeals to our

hearts. * It does not eftimate the good it recommends

as merely differing in degree, tho' of the fame kind

with other advantages recommended by other ſenſes,

fo as to allowus to practife fmaller moral evils acknow

ledged to remain fuch, in order to obtain fome great

advantages of other forts ; or to omit what we judge

in the prefent cafe to be our duty or morally good,

that we may decline great evils of another fort. But as

we immediatly perceive the difference in kind, and that

the dignity of enjoyment from fine poetry, painting,

or from knowledge is fuperior to the pleaſures of the

palate, were they never fo delicate ; fo we immediatly

difcern moral good to be fuperior in kind and dig

nity to all others which are perceived by the other pcr

ceptive powers.

In all other grateful perceptions, the leſs we ſhall

reliſh our ſtate, the greater facrifice we have made of

|Thus the Stoick in Cicero de Fin.

I. iii . c . 10. Bonum hoc, de quo agimus, eft

illud quidem plurimi aeftimandum, fed ea

aeftimatio genere valet, non magnitudine..

Alia eft aeftimatio virtutis, quae gene

re, non crefcendo valet..

1
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Book I. inferior enjoyments to the fuperior ; and our ſenſe of

the ſuperior, after the first flutter ofjoy in our fuccefs

is over, is not a whit increaſed by anyfacrifice we have

made to it : nay in the judgment of ſpectators, thefu

perior enjoyment, or our ftate at leaſt, is generally

counted the worſe on this account, and our conduct

the lefs reliſhed . Thus in facrificing eaſe, or health,

or pleaſure, to wealth, power, or even to the ingenious

arts ;their pleaſures gain no dignity by that means; and

the conduct is not more alluring to others. But in mo

ral good, the greater the neceffary facrifice was which

wasmadetoit,themoral excellence increaſes the more,

and is the more approved by the agent, more admired

byfpectators, and the more they are rouſed to imitati

on. By this ſenſe the heart can not only approve itſelf

in facrificing every other gratification to moral good

nefs , but have the higheſt ſelf-enjoyment, and appro

bation of its own difpofition in doing fo: which plain

ly fhews this moral ſenſe to be naturally deſtined to

command all the other powers.

Thechief objects

of

ons.

VII. Let us next confider the feveral powers or dif

are kund affetti- pofitions approved or diſapproved by thisfaculty. And

here ' tis plain that the primary objects of this faculty

are the affections of the will, and that the ſeveral af

fections which are approved, tho' in very different de

grees, yet all agree in one general character, of ten

dency to the happineſs of others, and to the moral

perfection of the mind poffefſing them . No actions,

however in fact beneficial to fociety, are approved as

virtuous if they are imagined to flow from no inward

|
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good-will to any perfon, or from fuch difpofitions as CHAP . 4.

do not naturally fuppofe good-will in the agent, or

at leaſt exclude the higheſt ſelfiſhneſs . The defires of

glory, or even of rewards in a future ftate, were they

ſuppoſed the ſole affections moving an agent in the

moftbeneficialſervices,withoutanylove toGod,efteem

of his moral excellencies, gratitude to him, or good

will to men, would not obtain our approbation as mo

rally good difpofitions : and yet a firm belief of future

happineſs to be obtained by Divine appointment, u

pon our doing beneficent actions, might be as fteddy

and effectual a caufe of or motive to fuch actions as

any other. But mere defire of one's own happineſs ,

without any love to God, or man, is never the object

of approbation. This itſelf mayfhewus how diſtinct

moral approbation is from a perfuafion of the ten

dency of actions to the intereft of the approver, fince

he might hope equally great advantages from fuch a

fteddy intereſted difpofition to actions in fact benefi

cent, as from any kind affection.

This evident

Thatfome fort of benevolent affections, or fomefromexperience.

difpofitions imagined to be connected with them, are

the natural objects of approbation ; and the oppofite

affections, or the want of the kind ones, the objects

of condemnation, will be plain from almoſt all our

reafonings in praiſing or cenfuring, applauding or con

demning the characters and actions of mankind. We

point out fome kind or beneficent intention , or ſome

beneficent purpoſes propoſed by the agent in what we

praife, or would vindicate from cenfure. We flew
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Book I. fome detriment enſuing to others, either intended or

known, or what eaſily might have been known by one

who had any tender regard for the intereſts of others,

as the evidence either of ill-nature in the agent, or

fuch felfiſhneſs, or fuch felfiſh paffions as over-power

all kindneſs and humanity.

VIII. There is a plain gradation in the objects of

our approbation and condemnation, from the indif

ferent fet of actions afcending to the higheſt virtue,

or defcending to the loweſt vice . It is not eaſy to ſetle

exactly the feveral intermediate ſteps in due order,

but the higheſt and loweſt are manifeft. The indiffe

rent affections and actions are fuch as purfue the in

nocent advantages ofthe agent without anydetriment

to fociety, and yet without any reference made by the

agent to anygood of others . Such are the neceſſaryand

moderate gratifications of appetite, and many trifling

actions . To explain the different degrees, we muſt ob

ſerve, what was hinted at formerly, that befide the mo

ral approbation ofvirtue, there is alfo another relish or

fenfe of a certain dignity or decency in many difpofi

tions and actions not conceived as virtuous . Thus we

value the purfuits ofthe ingenious arts, and ofknow

ledge, nay even fome bodily perfections , fuch as.

ftrength and agility, more than mere brutal fenfuali

ty. Wein like manner value more in another activi

ty, patience of labour, fagacity, and ſpirit in buſineſs,

provided they are not injurious, tho' we conceive them

folely exerciſed for his own promotion to wealth and

honour, than a lazy inactive indolence.

decency and

a dignity diflint

from virtue.
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The calm defire of private good, tho' it is not ap- CHAP . 4 .

proved as virtue, yet it is far from being condemned

as vice. And none of the truly natural and ſelfiſh ap

petites and paſſions are of themſelves condemned as

evil, when they are within certain bounds, even tho'

they are not referred by the agent to any publick in

tereſt. It was neceffary for the general good that all

fuch affections ſhould be implanted in ourfpecies; and

therefore it would have been utterly unnatural to

have made them matterof diſapprobation even while

they were not hurtful. Nay, as theſe ſelfiſh affections

are aiming at an end neceffary to the general good,

to wit the good ofeach individual, and as the abilities

ofgratifying them are powers which maybe very uſe

fully employed in fubferviency to the moſt generous

affections, it was highly proper and benign in theAu

thor of Nature to invite us to the culture of theſe

powers by an immediate relifh for themwherever we

obſerve them, in ourſelves or in others ; tho' this re

liſh is plainly different from moral approbation.

We all have byconſciouſneſs and experience a no

tion of the human conftitution , and of a certain pro

portion of affections requifite to an innocent cha

racter. The felfish affections are then only diſap

proved when we imagine them beyond that inno

cent proportion, fo as to exclude or over-power the

amiable affections , and engroſs the mind wholly to

the purpoſes of ſelfiſhneſs , or even to obſtruct the pro

per degree ofthe generous affections in the ftation and

circumftances of the agent.

VOL. I. I

ther approved as
Qualities nei
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Воок І.

Degrees of vir

IX. But there is another ſet of difpofitions and abi

lities ftill of a finer nature, tho' diftinct from both

te for fume a the calm univerfal benevolence and the particular

kind affections ; which however are naturally connec

from kind affected with fuch affections, natural evidences of them,

bilities anddifpo

fitions different

tions.

and plainly inconfiftent with the higheſt forts of fel

fiſhneſs and fenfuality; and theſe feem immediate ob

jects of the moralſenſe, tho' perhaps not the higheſt.

They ſeem to be approved immediatly, even before

we think of this connexion with difintereſted affecti

ons, or imagine directly that the agent is referring

them to beneficent purpoſes. Of theſe moral dif

pofitions there are feveral forts, all immediatly ap

proved, unleſs the mind directly difcerns that they are

employed in vicious purpoſes. Thus is fortitude ap

proved, as it imports that fomething moral is more

valued than life, and as plainly inconſiſtent with the

higheſt ſelfiſhneſs : if indeed it be ſeen employed in ra

pine, and merely felfifh purpoſes, fuch as thofe of luft

or avarice, it becomes the object of horror. Candour,

and openneſs of mind, and fincerity, can ſcarce ever be

unattended with a kind honeft heart; as ' tis virtue

and innocence alone which need no diſguiſe. And

thefe difpofitions too are immediatly approved, per

haps before we think of this connexion ; fo is alſo a

ftedfalt principle of veracity whenever we ſpeak.

I know not if CICERO's account of this be exact ;

" that we naturally defire knowledge, and are averſe

" to ignorance, and error, and being deceived ; and

" thence reliſh theſe difpofitions which are the natu

When veracity

is approved.

}

I
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"6

" ral means of knowledge, and the preſervatives a- CHAP. 4.

gainſt deceptions." Veracity feems to be immediat

ly and ſtrongly approved, and that from our infancy;

as we fee the firſt natural impulfe of the young mind

is toſpeak truth, till by experiencingfomeinconvenien

cies it is taught to counteract thenatural impulfe. One

needs not mention here courtefy and good manners :

they are thevery drefs of virtue, the direct profeffion

of kind affections, and are thus approved. As all theſe

abilities and difpofitions are of great importance in

life, highly beneficial to mankind when exerted in

confequence ofkind affections, and are naturally con

nected with them, or exclude the oppofite extreme, 'tis

with the higheſt goodneſs and wiſdom that they are

immediatly recommended to our approbation by the

conftitution ofour moralfaculty.

defire of moral
But of all fuch difpofitions of our nature, different The relish and

from all our kind affections, none is fo nearly connec- excellence.

ted with them, none fo natural an evidence of them ,

nonefo immediatlyandneceffarilyfubfervient to them,

as an acute moral ſenſe itſelf, a ſtrong defire of mo

ral excellence, with an high reliſh of it wherever it is -

obferved. We do not call the power or ſenſe itſelf vir

tuous ; but the having this ſenſe in an high degree na

turally raiſes a ſtrong defire of having all generous af

fections ; it furmounts all the little obftacles to them,

and determines the mind to ufe all the natural means

of raiſing them. Now, as the mind can make any of

its own powers the object ofits reflex contemplation ,

this high ſenſe ofmoral excellence is approved above

I 2
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Book I. all other abilities . And the confequent defire of mo

ral excellence, the confequent ſtrong love, eſteem, and

good-will to the perfons where it is found, are imme

diatly approved, as moſt amiable affections, and the

higheſt virtues.

cited.

The degrees re- X. Having premiſed theſe conſiderations, we may

obferve the following degrees of approbation, as they

ariſe above what is merely indifferent.

Certain abilities 1. One may rank in the firſt ſtep, as the object of

of dignity. fome fort of efteem or good liking, the exerciſe even

of thoſe more manly powers, which have no neceffa

ry or natural connexion with virtue, but fhew a taſte

above fenfuality and the lower ſelfiſhneſs : ſuch as the

purſuits of the ingenious arts, of the elegance oflife,

and fpeculative fciences. Every one fees a dignity in

theſe pleaſures, and muſt reliſh the defires of them ;

and indeed they are far leſs oppoſite to virtue, or the

publick intereſt, than keen taſtes or appetites of a

lower kind.

2. "Tis plain however, that our moral fenfe puts a

much higher value upon abilities and difpofitions im,

mediatlyconnected with virtuous affections,and which

exclude the worst forts of felfifhnefs. Thus candour,

veracity, fortitude, and a ſtrong ſenſe of honour, have

a moral eſtimation above other abilities .

Calm kind affec

tions more ap

paffions.

3. But to come to the more immediate objects of

proved than moral approbation, the kind affections themſelves ;

'tis certain that, among affections of equal extent, we

more approve the calm ftable refolute purpoſes of

heart, than the turbulent and paffionate. And that,

ī

1
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¦

the narrow.

of affections in this reſpect alike, we more approve CHAP. 4.

thoſe which are more extenfive, and lefs approve Extenfire more

thoſe which are more confined . Thus, the ftable con- approved than

jugal and parental love, or the reſolute calm purpoſe

ofpromoting the true happineſs of perfons thus rela

ted to us, is preferable to the turbulent paffionate dif

pofitions of tenderneſs . And the love of a fociety, a

country, is more excellent than domeftick affections.

Wefee plainlythe fuperior dignity in thefe cafes from

this, that, notwithſtanding the ſtruggle felt in our

breafts, and the oppoſition made by the paſſionate or

more limited affections, yet, when we refolutely fol

low the calm and extenfive notwithstanding of this

oppofition, the foul in its calmeft hours and moſt de

liberate reflections approves of its own conduct ; and

fcarce ever fails to approve the like conduct in others

at once ; as in the caſe of others its paſſions are not

raiſed to give oppofition. On the contrary, when we

have yielded to the paſſion or the limited affection, in

oppofition to the calm or more extenſive principle,

the foul upon reflection is diffatisfied with itſelf, and

at firft view it condemns the like conduct in others.

excellence, uni

verfalgood-will,

That difpofition therefore which is moſt excellent, The chiefmoral

and naturally gains the higheſt moral approbation, is

the calm, ftable, univerfal good -will to all, or the moſt

extenfive benevolence. And this feems the moft di

ſtinct notion we can form of the moral excellency of

the Deity.

Another difpofition infeparable from this in men, and love ofthis

and probably in all beings who are capable offuch ex-affection.
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I

Book I. tenfive affection, is the reliſh or approbation of this

affection, and a naturally confequent defire of this

moral excellence, and an eſteem and good-will of an

higher kind to all in whom it is found. This love of

moral excellence is alfo an high object of approbati

on, when we find it in ourſelves by reflection, or ob

ſerve it in another. It is a pretty different affection

from benevolence or the defire of communicating

happineſs ; and is as it were in another order of affec

tions ; fo that one cannot well determine whether it

can be compared with the other. It feems co-ordinate,

and the higheſt poſſible of that kind ; never in oppofi

tion to benevolence, nay always confpiring with and

affifting it. This defire of moral excellence, and love

to the mind where it refides , with the confequent acts

of eſteem, veneration , truft, and refignation , are the

effence of true piety toward God .

We never ſpeak of benevolence toward God; as

that word carries with it fome fuppofal of indigence,

or want offome good, in the object. And yet, as we

have benevolence toward a friend when he may need

our affiftance ; fo, the fame emotion of foul, or the

fame difpofition toward him, fhall remain when he is

raiſed to the beft ftate we can wifh ; and it then exerts

itſelf in congratulation, or rejoicing in his happineſs.

In this manner may our fouls be affected toward the

Deity, without any fuppofition of his indigence, by

the higheſt joy and complacence in his abfolute hap

pineſs.

XI. 'Tis eafy to obferve the like gradation from theThe degrees of

vise.
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I

1

indifferent ſtate of the foul through the feveral de- CHAP. 4 .

grees ofmoral turpitude. The firſt may be the want

oftheſe more reputable abilities ; whichindeed implies

no evil affection, and yet plainly makes a character

defpicable, tho' not immoral. Thus we diflike the

imprudent conduct of any man with reſpect to his

own intereft, without thinking of any detriment to

arife to fociety from it. Thus negligence, raſhneſs,

floth, indolence, are naturally difliked, abftracting

from their effects upon fociety. So is a mind infen

fible to the more manly pleaſures of arts and genius.

Whenindeed imprudent conduct, in point of private

intereft, is confidered alfo as affecting a publick, or

fome other perfons than the agent, whoſe intereſts he

ought to have regarded, as it gencrally does ; then it

may be matter of high moral condemnation and re

morſe: fo maythe meanneſs of our talents or abilities ,

when occafioned by our immoderate floth and fenfua

lity, and a defect ofgenerous affections.

1. The objects of the gentleft moral difapprobati- Several degrees

on or cenfure are thoſe cafes " where one in gratify

recited.

<<

ર

ing fomelovely narrower affection has inadvertent

ly omitted what would have moſt tended to the

publick good." Such is the promoting a good friend

or benefactor in oppofition to a competitor of fuperi

or merit and abilities. The preferring, in fuch cafes, a

lefs worthy friend to one's felf, may be cenfured in

deed as a wantofdueproportionamongthefe lovely af

fections, when a more extenfive one yields to the more

limited ; but the moral beauty offome limited affecti

66
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BOOK I. ons is fo great that we readily overlook fome defects

in the more extenfive. The fame is the cafe if one

has ferved a friend at a trouble or expence to himſelf

much above the value of the good he has done his

friend; perhaps too incapacitating himſelffor fomewi

ferfervices hereafter. Where indeed one preferred to

himſelf a friend of equal merit, the publick intereſt

is as well promoted this way, and a beautiful affecti

on of friendſhip is diſplayed. And yet the contrary

conduct,when there areno fpecialcircumſtances plead

ing for afriend, could not be cenfured as immoral.

2. Other objects oflighter cenfure are thofe actions

detrimental to the publick which a perſon is forced

to do to avoid death torture or flavery ; when yet the

publick detriment is ftill greater than thoſe evils he

avoids. Here the agent may have noill-will ; naymay

have manygenerous affections, tho ' not ofthat heroick

ftrength which the moral fenſe would recommend.

Theguilt is exceedinglyextenuatedby the greatneſs of

the temptation, which few have fufficient ſtrength of

foul to refift. In order to retain the character ofinno

cence, we expect, not only the abſence of all malicious

difpofitions, but many good affections, and thoſe too

ofan extenfive nature ; with much caution about the

intereſts ofothers . The precife degrees cannot well

be determined ; nor is it neceffary. But the ſtronger

and the more extenſive the generous affections are, fo

much the better is the temper; the lower they are,

and the more that any oppofite or narrower ones pre

vail againſt them, ſo much the temper is the worſe.

Į

I

1
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:

"Tis our buſineſs to aim at the higheſt moral excel- CHAP. 4.

lence, and not content ourſelves with merely avoiding

infamy or cenfure.

3. Another degree ofvice are the fudden paſſionate

motions of anger, refentment, and ill-will, upon pro

vocation either falfely apprehended, or aggravated be

yond any real ground. Such paffions when theylead

to injury are vicious, tho ' not in the higheſt degree.

When indeed by indulgence they turn into habitual

rancour and fettled malice or revenge, they form a

moft odious character.

4. A more deformed fort of vice is when the ſelfiſh

paffions and fenfual appetites lead men into like inju

ries. Theſe are worſe excufes and weaker extenuati

ons of guilt than the angry paſſions.

5. A degree more deformed is when calm felfiſh

nefs raiſes deliberate purpoſes of injury known to be

fuch. In thefe cafes the moral faculty must be quite

over-powered, and deprived of all its natural force in

the foul, and ſo muſt all humanity. The like is the cafe

when men from mere ſelfiſhneſs , without any grievous

temptation, or without any motives of publick inte

reſt, counteract their moral ſentiments by falfehood,

treachery, ingratitude, a neglect of honour, or low

cowardice dreading to lofe fome pofitive advantages,

even while there is no fuch evil impending as could

much affect a brave and good man.

6. In this clafs, or rather in a worfe one, we muſt

rank impiety, or the want of all due affections to the

Deity, when he is known and conceived to be good.

VOL. I. K
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Book I. Our moral faculty muſt be ſtrangely aſleep where the

defire ofknowing the Supreme Excellence is a-want

ing, or love to it when it is known : or where there is

no care to cultivate devout affections of gratitude

where there have been the greateſt benefits received,

and where they are repeated every moment.

There is a difpofition ftill worfe, conceivable in the

abſtract, but ſcarce incident to mankind, or the crea

tures of a good Deity ; a fixed unprovoked original

malice, or a defire of the miſery of others for itſelf,

without any motives of intereft .

Themoral fenfe

reduces all our

powers into or

der.

XII. Without a diftinct confideration of this moral

faculty, a fpecies endued withſuch a variety of fenfes,

and of defires frequently interfering, muſt appear a

complex confuſed fabrick, without any order or re

gular confiftent defign. Bymeans of it, all is capable

of harmony, and all its powers may conſpire in one di

rection, and be confiftent with each other. "Tis al

ready proved that we are capable of many generous

affections ultimately terminating on the good ofo

thers, neither arifing from any felfiſh view, nor termi

nating on private good. This moral faculty plainly

fhews that we are alfo capable of a calm ſettled uni

verfal benevolence, and that this is deſtined, as thefu

preme determination of the generous kind , to govern

and controll our particular generous as well as ſelfiſh

affections ; as the heart muſt entirely approve its do

ing thus in its calmeft reflections : even as inthe order

of ſelfiſh affections, our felf-love, or our calm regard

to the greateſt private intereſt controlls our particu

|
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I

lar ſelfiſh paſſions ; and the heart is fatisfied in its do- Chap. 4.

ing fo.

not thefupreme

principle.

To acknowledge the feveral generous ultimate af- calm felf love

fections of a limited kind to be natural, and yet main

tain that we have no general controlling principle

but felf-love, which indulges or checks the generous

affections as they conduce to, or oppofe, our own no

bleſt intereſt ; ſometimes allowing thefe kind affecti

ons their full exerciſe, becauſe of that high enjoyment

we expect to ourſelves in gratifying them ; at other

times checking them, when their gratification does

not over-ballance the lofs we may ſuſtain by it ; is a

ſcheme which brings indeed all the powers of the

mind into one direction by means of the reference

made of them all to the calm defire ofour own hap

pineſs, in our previous deliberations about our con

duct and it may be juſtly alledged that the Author

of Nature has made a connexion in the event atat laft

between our gratifying our generous affections, and

our own higheſt intereſt. But the feelings ofour heart,

reaſon, and hiſtory, revolt againſt this account : which

feems however to have been maintained by excellent

authors and ftrenuous defenders ofthe cauſe ofvirtue.

This connexion of our own higheſt intereſts with

the gratifying our generous affections, in many cafes

is imperceptible to the mind; andthe kind heart acts

from its generous impulfe, not thinking of its own in

tereft. Nay all its own interefts have fometimes ap

peared to it as oppofite to, and inconfiftent with the

generous part, in which it perfifted. Now were there

K 2
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Book I. no other calm original determination offoul but that

toward one's own intereft, that man muſt be appro

ved intirely who ſteadily purſues his own happineſs, in

oppofition to all kind affections and all publick in

tereft. That which is the fole calm determination ,

muftjuſtify every action in confequence of it, however

oppofite to particular kind affections . If it be faid

" that ' tis a miſtake to imagine our intereſt oppoſite

to them while there is a good providence :" grant it

to be a miſtake ; this is only a defect of reaſoning: but

that diſpoſition of mind muſt upon this ſcheme be ap

proved which coolly facrifices the intereft of the uni

verſe to its own intereft. This is plainly contrary to

the feelings of our hearts.

"C

Can that be deemed the fole ultimate determinati
Another ulti

mate determina

tion of will to on, the fole ultimate end, which the mind in the ex

ward publick

good. erciſe of its nobleft powers can calmly refolve, with

inward approbation , deliberately to counteract? are

there not inſtances of men who have voluntarily facri

ficed their lives, without thinking of any other ſtate

ofexiſtence, for the fake oftheir friends or theircoun

try? does not every heart approve this temper and

conduct, and admire it the more, the lefs prefumpti

on there is of the love of glory and poftumous fame,

or of any fublimer private intereft mixing itſelf with

the generous affection? does not the admiration rife

higher, the more deliberately fuch refolutions are for

med and executed ? all this is unquestionably true,

and yet would be abfurd and impoſſible if ſelf-intereſt

of any kind is the fole ultimate termination of all
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calm defire. There is therefore another ultimate de- CHAP. 4.

termination which our fouls are capable of, deſtined to

be alſo an original fpring of the calmeſt and moſt deli

berate purpoſes of action ; a defire of communicating

happineſs, an ultimate good-will, not referred to any

private intereſt, and often operating without ſuch re

ference.

Which the mo

deftined to con

In thoſe caſes where fome inconfiftency appears be

tween theſe two determinations, the moral faculty at ralfacultyfews

once points out and recommends the glorious the a - troll allothers .

miable part ; not byſuggeſting proſpects of future in

terefts of a fublime fort by pleaſures of ſelf-approba

tion, or of praiſe. It recommends the generous part

by animmediate undefinable perception ; it approves

the kind ardour of the heart in the facrificing even

life itſelf, and that even in thoſe who have no hopes

offurviving, or no attention to a future life in ano

ther world. And thus, where the moral fenfe is in its

full vigour, it makes the generous determination to

publick happinefs the fupreme one in the foul, with

that commanding power which it is naturally deftin

ed to exercife.

It muſt be obvious we are not ſpeaking here of the

ordinary condition of mankind, as if thefe calm de

terminations were generally exercifed, and habitual

ly controlled the particular paffions ; but of the con

dition our nature can be raiſed to by due culture ; and

of the principles which may and ought to operate,

when by attention we prefent to our minds the ob

jects or reprefentations fit to excite them. Doubtlefs
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Book I. fome good men have exerciſed in life only the parti

cular kind affections, and found a conftant approba

tion ofthem , without either the moſt extenſive views

ofthe wholefyftem, or the most univerfal benevolence.

Scarce any ofthe vicious have ever confidered where

in it is that their higheſt private happineſs conſiſts ,

and in confequence of it exerted the calm rational

felf-love ; but merely followinconfiderately the ſelfiſh

appetites and affections . Much lefs have all good

men made actual references of all private or generous

affections to the extenſive benevolence, tho' the mind

can make them ; or bad men made references of all

their affections to calm felf-love.

-Comparing,rea

foning, laws, re

ligion, fill ne

ceffary.

XIII. But as the ſelfiſh principles are very ſtrong,

and by cuſtom, by early and frequent indulgences, and

other cauſes, are raiſed in the greateſt part of men

above their due proportion, while the generous prin

ciples are little cultivated, and the moral fenfe often

afleep; our powersof reafoning and comparing the fe

veral enjoymentswhich ournature is capableof, thatwe

maydiſcoverwhichofthemareofgreateſtconfequence

to our happineſs ; our capacity, by reaſoning, of arri

ving to the knowledge of a GoverningMindprefiding

in this world, and of a moral adminiſtration, are of

the higheſt conſequence and neceffity to preſerve our

affections in a juft order, and to corroborate our moral

faculty: as byfuch reaſoning and reflection we maydif

cover a perfect confiftency of all the generous motions

of the foul with private intereft, and find out a cer

tain tenor of life and action the moſt effectually fub
J
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fervient to both theſe determinations. This fhall be CHAP. 5.

the ſubject ofſome following chapters, after we ſhall

have fubjoined fome further confirmation of thefe

moral principles, from the ſenſe of honour; and ob

ſerved the univerſality ofboth, and how far they ſeem.

uniform principles in ourſpecies.

CHA P. V.

The Senfe ofHonour and Shame explained. The uni

verfal influence of the Moral Senfe, and that of

Honour, and their uniformity.

IF
immediate

I. JF we confult our own feelings we muſt acknow- Senſe of honour

ledge that as there are certain affections and acti-principle.

ons which we naturallyapprove, and eſteem,and praiſe,

ſo there is an immediate grateful fenfation felt when

we are approved and praiſed by others, and generally

a moſt uneafy one when we are cenfured ; without the

expectation of any other advantages or diſadvantages

which may thence accrue to us. Amore diftinct con

fideration ofthis fenfe ofhonour and fhame will much

confirm the preceding account of our moralfaculty.

private inte

They who refer all the motions of the heart to fra&led from

private intereſt, and would reduce all our perceptive

powers to a very ſmall number, by one artful refe

rence or another, depart exceedingly from nature in

their accounts of thofe determinations about honour

and ſhame, which are acknowledged to appear uni

verfallyamong men.

A
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Воок І. They tell us "our honouring a man is merely reput

ing him uſeful to us either explicitely, and thus we

"honour the generous and beneficent, with whom we

" have intercourſe, and by whofe offices we are profi

" ted ; or implicitely, and by fome confuſed imagina

❝tions, and thus we honour heroes who lived in prior

ages, or remote nations, imagining they are our

"contemporaries or countrymen ; or thinking that

they would be very uſeful to us if we had intercourſe

"with them. And thus our eftçem is only an opini

" on of a character or conduct as ufeful to us, and a

86
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liking it on this account." And, fay they, “ we de

" fire to be honoured, or reputed uſeful to others, not

" from an immediate fenfation , but becauſe we know

“ that men are ſtudious of ſerving ſuch as they ho

"nour and repute uſeful to them; not indeed from

"ultimate love to them, but as a further allurement

" to continue thus ufeful ; and we, in hopes of fuch

fervices from thofe to whom we are reputed uſe

<<

(6

ful, defire to obtain this reputation of being uſeful

" to others." "Tis a pain to dwell upon fuch ſchemes

as contradict the immediate feelings of the heart ſo

manifeftly.

Upon this ſcheme, the manwho honours an agent,

and the agent himſelfwho approves his own conduct,

muſt have notions of the fame honoured action the

moft different imaginable. The honourer muſt only

value it as tending to his eafe, wealth, pleaſure, fafety ;

and the agent values it as the artful, and neceffary, but

difagreeable means of obtaining fome remote advan

This proved by

feveralreasons.

66

1
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tages from others, who will probably invite him to CHAP. 5.

continue fuch conduct by making him fome returns

of uſeful fervices. But ' tis plain there are many tem

pers and actions uſeful to us, nay to a whole commu

nity, which we don't honour ; fuch as uſeful treachery,

a ſelfiſh inventive induſtry in improving manufactures ;

a promifcuous profufenefs. Nay we honour fome

times what we conceive directly to be detrimental ; as

patriotiſm or courage, in a foreigner, or an enemy.

Shall confufed imaginations of uſefulneſs be regarded

here, againſt the moſt direct opinions of detriment to

ourfelves? Who finds thefe imaginations refpecting

his own intereſts , in reading antient hiſtories, or dra

matick writers, when the foul is fo ſtrongly moved

with the ſeveral moralforms?

And then, furely, this notion ofmyown temper and

conduct as beneficial to others can upon theirſcheme

have nothing immediately grateful to me. Theſe cool

uncertain profpects of returns of advantage from the

felfish arts of others can have nothing alluring amidſt

certain expences , labours, wounds, and death? whence

the ardour for a ſurviving fame? this is all monſtrous

and unnatural. Is all our admiration, our high zeal

for the brave, and merciful, and generous, and mag

nanimous, all our ambition and ardour for glory, this

cool traffick, this artful barter of advantageous fer

vices without an exprefs bargain? We appeal to eve

ry human heart in this matter ; to the hearts of the

young, who are moſt ardent in praifing, and moſt de

lighted with praife; and have little felt thofe artful

VOL. I L
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Book I. mean defigns of intereſt. Is all efteem and honour a

mere cool opinion that from fome actions and affec

tions we ſhall reap fome advantage? Is all the con

founding ſenſe of ſhame, and bluſhing, only a fear of

ſome future uncertain loffes, which we know not well

what they ſhall be, or how they will befal us? Are

not men conſcious of their own deſigns in the pur

fuits of honour ; of their own apprehenſions in their

avoiding ofwhat is fhameful ; and of the occafion of

their forrow when they are aſhamed ? ſurely theſe art

ful views of our own intereft could not be unknown

to us.

II. There is therefore an immediate fenſe of ho

nour and ſhame, often operating where there are no

fuch views of intereft, and plainly prefuppofing a mo

ralſenſe. It generally appears very early in life, be

fore any confiderable reaſoning or reflection can ſettle

well the notions of morality ; and thus before we can

judge for ourſelves we are wifely and benignly ſub

jected to the direction of others, are rewarded for our

compliance by a moſt grateful fenfation, and by a

moſt uneafy one deterred from frowardneſs and obfti

nacy. The ſelfiſh accounts of this principle make all

the ardour for glory the fame baſe temper with that

of a traitor or informer, who defires to appear ufe

ful to others in hopes of a reward. No better no

tion can they give of modefty, the ſenſe of ſhame,

the abhorrence of any imputation of moral turpitude,

thatpudor ofthe ROMANS, the fineſt ſtroke in a cha

racter.

This fenfe ap

pearsveryearly.
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There arefeve

honourable and

We ſee this ſenſe of honour admits feveral de- CHAP. 5 .

grees in conformity to the moralfenfe on which it is

founded. But firſt, in confequence of that natural de- ral degrees of the

fireor impulfe toward the perfection ofall our powers, ameful.

and a ſenſe of dignity and decency in fome of them

above others, we find a natural pleaſure in diſcovering

to others the perfection of any manly powers, and in

being valued in that refpect. Hence a taſte for the

ingenious arts of muſick , ſculpture, painting, and

even for the manly diverfions, is reputable. The gran

deur and elegance of living, in dreſs, architecture,

furniture, gardens, are in certain circumſtances mat

ter of glorying and of praiſe : much more fo are the

abilities yet higher, a ſtrong genius in acquiring know

ledge, the high lively imagination of the poet or ora

tor. This laſt indeed plainly includes an high moral

fenfe.

But to come directly to our ſenſe of pleaſure in ob

taining moral approbation. All actions which proceed

from any friendly or kind affection, and are not op

pofite to fome more extenſive one, are attended with

affurance, and openneſs of behaviour, and we glory

in them. The ſenſual paſſions, and ill-natured affecti

ons of anger, malice, envy, and even cool felfiſhneſs,

we naturally conceal ; and are aſhamed of them.

the fexes natu

III. One cannot well paſs by that peculiar branch The modely of

of modeſty ſo confpicuous in all ages and nations, a- al.

bout venereal enjoyments. As there is a very violent

appetite implanted for the moſt neceffary purpoſes of

the fyftem, requiring however, in order to anſwer theſe

L 2
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Book I. ends more effectually, a great deal of nice regulation,

~by our reaſon and confideration of the common in

tereſt of ſociety. 'Tis with great wiſdom and good

neſs that ſuch an early check is provided for this ap

petite by a natural principle of modefty. Children un

inftructed would not foon difcover to us this modefty,

nor have they for fome years a notion of the object

or deſign of it, as the appetite does not ariſe in our

first years. Should we whimfically fuppofe favages

come to maturity in folitude, without theſe objects

occurring to them which could excite focial affecti

ons or moral notions ; in this unnatural ſtate fome na

tural principles might not appear. But were they

brought into fociety, and had the actions and fenti

ments of others prefented to them, their moral facul

ty, and their ſenſe of honour and ſhame, would foon

diſcover themſelves ; and particularly their natural

modeſty of this peculiar kind would quickly appear.

As they would approve all humanity and kindneſs ,

even when practifed toward others, and abhor the con

trary difpofitions, they would foon deſpiſe fenfuality

and ſelfiſhneſs . As foon as they knewhow the race of

mankind is preſerved, they would defire marriage and

offspring ; and when the occafion of this natural mo

deftywas felt, and the intention ofthe appetite known,

this natural check of ſhame would difcover itſelf.

When the neceſſity of ſtrict marriage-laws for the

afcertaining to the fathers their own offspring was

once obferved, new reaſons would appear for modeft

behaviour, and for creating an early habit of it in the
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education of both fexes. But, befides, there feem to be CHAP. 5.

ſeveral natural difpofitions and ſenſes peculiarly rela

tive to this affair, diſtinct from the general ſhame of

all immoderate ſelfiſhneſs, particularly that of mo

defty, which begins at that period when the appetite

which needs its controll arifes, andfeems to abate in

old age along with the appetite.

IV. Having a natural capacity for moral notions, This ſenſe how

we may be aſhamed of actions without knowing then. byeduca

true reaſons why they are immoral. By education we

maycontractgroundleſs prejudices, or opinions about

the qualities perceivable by any of our ſenſes, as if

they were inherent in objects wherethey arenot. Thus

we are prejudiced againſt meats we never tafted : but

we could not be prejudiced on account offavour, or

under that notion, if we had not the natural fenfe.

Thus it is always under fome ſpecies recommended

by the moralfaculty that we praiſe or deſire to be prai

fed, tho' we frequently have very imperfect views of

the tendencies of actions, and of the affections from

which they proceeded.

What we obferved about the moral faculty, holds

alfo in ourfenfe ofhonour, that we are highly delight

ed with the approbation of others, not only for the

good affections themfelves, but for all thofe abilities

and difpofitions which are their natural concomitants,

or which exclude the contrary affections. Thus we

glory in fortitude,veracity, candour, openneſs ofmind,

and the defire of honour itſelf; tho' the pleaſure of

receiving praiſe is known to be ſo ſtrong, and there are
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Book I. fuch fufpicions of our being envied for it, that men

are averſe to let any impatience for this pleaſure ap

pear, or to diſcover their high delight in it, leaſt it

ſhould argue too much ſelfiſhneſs.

and that of bo

partsoflife.

The moralfenfe V. The force of the moral ſenſe, and that of ho

nour affect all nour, is diffuſed through all parts of life. The very

luxury of the table derives its main charms from

ſome mixture of moral enjoyments, from communi

cating pleaſures, and notions of fomething honour

able as well as elegant. How univerſally deſpicable is

the character of one who in folitude purſues eager

ly the pleaſures of the palate without fociety or ho

fpitality.

The chief pleaſures of hiſtory and poetry, and the

powers ofeloquencearederivedfrom thefame fources .

Hiſtory, as it repreſents the moral characters and for

tunes of the great and ofnations, is always exercifing

ourmoralfaculty, and ourfocial feelings of thefortunes

ofothers. Poetry entertains us in a way yet more affec

ting,bymoreſtrikingrepreſentations ofthefameobjects

infictitious characters, andmovingour terror,and com

paſſion, and moral admiration. The power ofthe ora

tor confiſts in moving our approbation or condemna

tion, and the enſuing affections of eſteem or indigna

tion, by preſenting fully all the moral qualities of ac

tions and characters , all the pityable circumſtances

which may extenuate or excufe, to engage our favour ;

or all the aggravating ones, to encreaſe our indigna

tion ; difplaying all the high colours on both fides, as

he is either praiſing or making invectives.
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Theveryarts ofmuſick, ftatuary, and painting,befide CHAP. 5.

the natural pleaſures they convey by exact imitations,

may receive an higher power and a ſtronger charm

fromfomethingmoral infinuated into the performan

ces.

The chief beauties of countenance, and even of

behaviour, ariſe * from indications of fome fweet af

fections, or morally eſteemable abilities, as it appears

by almoſt all the epithets of commendation. "Tis al

ways fome real or imagined indications offomething

vicious which chiefly cauſes our diflike, as we ſee from

the qualities cenfured and condemned. Hence it is

that fuch deformity is † obſerved in the countenan

ces of the angry, the envious, the proud, and the fel

fifh ; and fo much alluring fweetneſs in thoſe which

diſplay the tender gentle and friendly affections.

We fee how theſe moral indications affect the na

tural defires between the fexes.. Could one attain to

maturity without having any moral notions, which

howeverſcarce ever happened in one inſtance, except

in ideots ; he might be moved by this inftinct as the

brutes are. But we find that beauty raiſes firſt ſome

favourable notions of an inward temper ; and, if ac

quaintance confirms them, we feel an high eſteem and

a defire of mutual friendſhip. Thus we are admiring

wit, good-nature, prudence, kindneſs, chaſtity, a com

mand over the lower appetites, while the inſtinct is

* See Inquiry into Beauty &c. §vi.

+ See Cicero de Offic. 1. i. c. 29. Appe

titus qui longius evagantur -•—a quibus non

modoanimiperturbantur, verum etiam cor

|

pora. Licet ora ipfa cernere iratorum, aut

eorum qui libidine aliqua, aut metu commoti

funt, aut voluptate nimiageftiunt &c. and

often in his other works.
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Book I. alfo exciting to its natural purpoſe. Hence it is that

this paffionis often obferved to make confiderable im

provements of the temper in feveral amiable virtues.

"Tis in like manner fome moral worth apprehen

ded, fome juſtice or goodneſs of intention in perſons

and caufes, which occafions moſt of that keen zeal for

certain parties and factions, and thoſe ſtrong attach

ments to them, in people who have no hopes ofthoſe

advantages which the leaders of them may have in

Ourintimaciesview.

not from inté

rest.

•

To alledge that our * chufing perfons of know

ledge, courteſy, and good-nature for our intimates ,

and our avoiding the ignorant, the moroſe, or ſelfiſh ,

argues all our intimacies to ariſe from felfiſh views,

is plainly unjuſt. 'Tis true the one fort of compani

ons are improving, pleaſant, obliging, ſafe ; and the

other uſeleſs, unpleafant, dangerous . But are all

friendſhips and intimacies mere grimace and hypo

crify? does one feel no inward eſteem of certain cha

racters, and good-will to the perfons ? does one only

defire his own improvement or pleaſure or gain, as

when he hires a maſter to teach him a mechanick art,

or a muſician to entertain him, or a labourer to do a

piece ofcommon work? do we only intend a fair out

ward appearance with our beſt friends, that we may

not loſe theſe advantages ? On the contrary does not

every one feel an inward eſteem and good-will toward

any virtuous acquaintances, which fhall remain when

we are ſeparated, and hope not to meet them again?

Were there no fuch moralfenfe and fenfe ofhonour

SeeHobbes, Bayle, Mandevil, in many places, after Rochefocault.

1
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in our conſtitution, were we as entirelyſelfiſh as fome CHAP . 5 .

refiners alledge, human life would be quite different

from what we feel every day, a joyless, loveleſs, cold,

fullen ftate ofcunning andfufpicion.

'Tis worth our notice here that however by the

early prejudices of the external ſenſes we are apt to

imagine little reality in any thing which is not the ob

ject ofone or other of them, and to conceive what is

not thus fenfible to be fictitious and imaginary ; yet if

we attend to the inward feelings of our hearts, the

greateſt realities , our very happineſs and mifery, that

dignity or worth in which alone we can have the moſt

entire fatisfaction with ourſelves , or for which we love,

eſteem, and admire another, and count him excellent

or happy, or chuſe him for a friend, are qualities en

tirely infenfible, too noble and excellent to fall under

the cognizance of theſe powers which are chiefly de

ftined for the fupport of the body.

form.

VI. Manyfufpect that no fuch fenfes can be natu- Tiefe Bufet uni

ral, becauſe there are fuch different and oppofite no

tions of morality, among different nations . But grant

ing that their relishes were different, that different

men and nations approved and condemned actions

upon different accounts, or under different notions ;

this only proves that their fenfes are not uniform ;

and not that no fuch principles are natural. Men's

palates differ as much ; but who thence denies a fenſe

of tafting to be natural?

Things infenfible

are most real.

But the uniformity is much greater in our moral

faculty than in our palates . The different reaſons gi

VOL. I. M
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Book I. ven by different perſons for their approving or con

demning will all lead us at laſt, when we examine

them, into the ſame original ſpecies or notions ofmo

ral good and evil .

In approving or vindicating of actions, in all nati

ons, men generally alledge fome tendency to the hap

pineſs of others, fome kind intention more or leſs ex

tenfive, fome generous affections, or fome difpofiti

ons naturally connected with them. When we alle

viate any imprudent conduct, we ſay, the agent in

tended well ; did not foreſee the bad confequence ; or

had fuch provocation as might have tranfported even

a kind temper, or aman of juſtice. When we inveigh

againſt bad conduct, we ſhew that all the contrary af

fections or difpofitions were evidenced by it, ſuch as

cruelty, wrath, immoderate ſelfiſhneſs, or a want of

fuch kind affections as we generally expect in our fpe

cies. Ifwe blame imprudent conduct, without this re

ference to evil affections, or to the want of the good

ones, 'tis fometimes from our good-will and pity to

ward the agent, with fome contempt of his mean abi

lities, his floth, ſtupidity, or indolence. And yet how

arewefoftened by the thought that "thepoorcreature

" intended no harm, or occafioned none to others."

This is often indeed a falfe excufe, as the publickſuf

fers by any one's making himſelf lefs capable of fer

ving it, as well as his more peculiar friends.

The immediate

jet approved

Nay we fhall find that men always approve upon

is generally thefome opinion, true or falfe, that an action has fome of

fame. thofe qualities or tendencies, which are the natural

L

P

1
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objects of approbation. We may indeed often ima- CHAP. 5.

gine without ground, that actions have good effects

upon the publick, or that they flowed from good af

fections, or that they are required by the Deity and

acceptable to him ; and then under thefe appearances

we approve them . 'Tis our reafon which prefents a

falſe notion or ſpecies to the moralfaculty. Thefault

or error is in the opinion or underſtanding, and not

in the moralſenſe: what it approves is truly good ; tho'

the action mayhave no fuch quality. We fometimes

chuſe and like, in point of intereft, what is in event

detrimental to ourſelves. No man thence concludes

that we are not uniform in ſelf-love or liking ofour

own intereft. Nor do like miſtakes about the moral

qualities of actions prove either that we have no moral

fenfe, or thatitis not uniformly conftituted. Thepaf

fions offpectators, as well as thofe of agents, prevent

a mature examination of the moral natures of thoſe

actions which are fubfervient to the defigns of the paf

ſions ; as luſt, rage, revenge, will hurry men into what a

calm man would difcern to be ruinous. But theſe .

things do not prove that men are diffimilar to each

other, either in their moralfaculty, or their felf-love.

To prove that men have no moralfaculty, or very

diffimilar ones; we muft fhew either that nations or

great numbers of men hold all actions to be indiffe

rent which don't appear to them to affect their own

private intereſt ; or that they are pleaſed with cruelty,

treachery, ingratitude, unprovoked murders, and tor

tures, when not practifed toward themſelves, juft as

M 2
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1

The CAUSES of

BOOK I. much as with their contraries: they ſhould in ſome

nations be deemed as reputable and lovely as huma

nity, compaſſion, liberality, faith : the action of Sex

tus Tarquin, or Claudius the decemvir, fhould be

approved as much as that of Scipio with his Spaniſh

captive. But fuch nations have not yet been diſco

vered to us, not even by the invention ofthe boldeſt

traveller.

The caufes of

bations and cen

motions ofhappi

VII. The chief caufes of different approbations

different appro - are theſe three. 1. Different notions of happineſs and

fires , different the means of promoting it. Nations unacquainted

ness . with the improvements which life receives from art

and induſtry, may fee no occafion for incouraging

them by fecuring to each man a property in the fruits

of his labours, while the bare neceffaries of life are ea

fily obtained. Nay they can ſee no harm in depriving

men of their artificial acquifitions, and ftores beyond

their preſent uſe, or of fuperfluities tending to dif

folve them in pleaſure and floth : hence no evil may

appear in theft. Ifany nation fawno uſe in the afcer

taining of their offspring to the fathers, or had no

defire of it ; they might difcern no moral evil in prac

tices which more civilized nations fee to be deſtruc

tive to fociety. But no nation has yet been found in

fenfible to thefe matters.

In fome civilized ftatcs laws have obtained which

we repute barbarous and impious. But look into the

reaſons for them, or the notions under which they

were approved, and we generally find ſome alledged

tendency to fome publick good . Theremay no doubt

The causes of

barbarous laws .
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be found fome few inftances where immoderate zeal CHAP. 5.

for their own grandeur, or that of their nation, has

made legiflators enact unjuſt laws, without any mo

ral fpecies recommending them. This only proves

that ſometimes a different principle may over-power

our ſenſe of juſtice. But what fooliſh opinions have

been received ! what fantaſtick errors and diffimili

tudes have been obferved in the admired power of rea

foning, allowed to be the characteriſtick of our fpe

cies ! Now almoſt all our diverfities in moral fenti

ments,and oppofite approbations,and condemnations,

arife from oppofite conclufions of reaſon about the

effects of actions upon the publick, or the affections

from which they flowed. The moralſenſe ſeems ever

to approve and condemn uniformly the fame imme

diate objects, thefame affections and difpofitions ; tho'

we reafon very differently about the actions which evi

dence certain difpofitions or their contraries. And yet

reaſon, in which all theſe errors happen is allowed to

be the natural principle ; and the moralfaculty is not,

becauſe of the diverfities of approbation ; which yet

ariſe chiefly from the diverſity of reaſonings..

regarded.
2. Aſecond cauſe of different approbations are the Differentfyftems

larger or more confined ſyſtems which men regard in

confideringthe tendencies of actions ; fome regarding

only their own country and its intereft, while the reft

of mankind are overlooked; and others, having yet

narrower ſyſtems, only a party, fect, or cabal. But if

we enlarge our views with truth and juſtice, and ob

ferve the ftructure of the human foul, pretty much
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Book I. the fame in all nations ; none of which wants multi

tudes of good men, endued with the fame tender af

fections to kindred, friends, benefactors ; with the fame

compaffion for the diftreffed, the fame admiration

and love of eminent virtue, the fame zealous con.

cerns for their countries which we think fo lovely a

mong ourſelves ; we muſt find a facred tye of nature

binding us even to foreigners, and a ſenſe of that juf

tice, mercy and good-will * which is due to all. To

men ofſmall attention their own countrymen or par

tifans are the only valuable part of mankind: every

thing is juſt which advances their power, tho ' it may

hurt others. The different approbations here ariſe a

gain from different opinions about a matter of fact.

Were certain nations or fects entirely impious, cruel,

and fixed uponfuch meaſures as would involve all men

in eternal as well as temporal mifery, and poffeffed of

ſuch arts of faſcination as no reaſonings could effec

tually withſtand ; one could ſcarce blame any violent

deftruction made of fuch monſters by fire or fword.

Under this verynotion all perfecutors out ofprinciple

behold fuch as they call hereticks ; under it they raiſe a

general abhorrence of them. The like notions many

little fects form of each other ; and hence loſe the

fenſe of moral evil in their mutual hatreds and per

fecution.

3. A third cauſe of different fentiments about ac

'tions, as frequently occurring as any one, are the dif

ferent opinions about what God has commanded.

* Seethis often inculcated in Marc. Antouin.

Different opini

ous about God's

commands.
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Men fometimes from defire of rewards, and fear of CHAP. 5.

puniſhments, counteract their moral fenfe, in obedi

ence to what they conceive to be divine commands ;

as they may alſo from other ſelfiſh paſſions : they may

have fome confufed notions of matters of duty and

obligation, diſtinct from what their hearts would ap

prove were the notions of divine commands removed.

Habits and affociations of ideas affect men's minds in

this matter. But where there are different opinions

in different nations about the objects of the divine

command, there arefuch ſtrong moral colours orforms

in obedience and diſobedience to God, that they muſt

neceffarily cauſe very different approbations and cen

fures, evenfrom the moſt uniformly conftituted moral

faculties. God is generally conceived to be good and

wife, to be the author of our lives, and of all the good

we enjoy. Obedience muſt be recommended to our

approbation generally under the high ſpecies ofgra

titude, and love of moral excellence, as well as under

the notion of advantageous to the publick : and diſo

bedience muſt appear cenfurable, under the contrary

notions. Difobedience therefore to what one believes.

God has commanded, from any views of fecular ad

vantages or fenfual pleaſure, or the inveigling others

into fuch difobedience, muft appear grofsly ungrate

ful, ſenſual, ſelfiſh or cruel. Where different opini

ons about God's commands prevail, 'tis unavoidable

that different approbations and cenfures muſt be ob

ferved in confequence of theſe opinions, tho' the na

tural immediate objects ofpraiſe and cenſure were the
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Book I. fame to all men. This accounts for the different rites

of worſhip, different notions offanctity and prophani

ty, and for the great abhorrence fome nations may

have offome practices in which others can diſcern no

pernicious tendency, and repute indifferent, having

no opinion of their being prohibited.

Different rites

of

Theſe confiderations account fufficiently for the

nctions of impic - approbation of human facrifices and other monſtrous

ty. rites : tho' ' tis probable they have been often practi
ܙ

ſed merely from fear, without moral approbation, by

fuch as fcarce were perfuaded ofthe goodneſs of their

gods : they likeways fhew how inceft and polygamy

may be generally abhorred in fome nations, where a

few only can fhow their pernicious confequences; and

yet be deemed lawful in other nations.

Let no man hence imagine that fuch actions flow

ing from falfe opinions about matters of fact, or a

bout divine commands, are light matters, or ſmall

blemiſhes in a character. Where the error ariſes from

no evil affection, or no confiderable defect ofthe good

ones, the action may be excufable. But many of
very

thoſe errors in opinion which affect our devotion to

ward the Deity, or our humanity toward our fellows,

evidence very great defects in that love of moral ex

cellence, in that juſt and amiable defire of knowing,

reverencing, and confiding in it, which is requifite to

a good character; or evidence great defects in huma

nity, atleaſt inthe more extenſive and noble kinds of

it. Where theſe principles are lively, they muſt ex

cite men to great diligence and caution about their

Errors often

criminal.
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duty and their practical conclufions : and confequent- CHAP. 5.

lymuſt lead them to juſt ſentiments in the more im

portant points, fince fufficient evidence is afforded in

nature to the fincere and attentive. No man canhave

fufficient humanity of foul, and candour, who can

believe that human facrifices, or the perfecution of

his fellow-creatures about religious tenets which hurt

not ſociety, can be duties acceptable to God.

Noinnate ide

-

1

VIII. Ourhaving a moralfenfe does not infer that we

have innate complex ideas ofthe ſeveral actions ; or as ſuppoſed.

innate opinions of their confequences or effects upon

fociety: theſe we diſcover by obfervation and reaſon

ing, and we often make very oppoſite concluſions a-

bout them. The object ofthis fenfe is not any exter

nal motion or action, but the inward affections and

difpofitions, which by reaſoning we infer from the

actions obferved. Theſe immediate objects may be

apprehended to be the fame, where the external acti

ons are very oppofite. As incifions and amputations

maybe made either from hatred, orfrom love ; fo love

fometimes moves to inflict painful chaſtiſements, and

fometimes to confer pleaſures, upon its object. And

whenmenform different opinions oftheſe affections in

judging about the fame actions, one ſhall praiſe what

another cenfures. They fhall form theſe different opi

nions about the affectionsfrom which actions proceed

ed, when theyjudge differently about their tendency to

the good or the hurt offociety or of individuals. One.

whofe attention is wholly or chiefly employed about.

fome good tendencies of the actions, while he over

VOL. I. N
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Book I. looks their pernicious effects , ſhall imagine that they

flowed from virtuous affections, and thus approve

them : while a mind more attentive to their pernici

ous effects, infers the contrary affections to have been

their fpring, and condemns them.

Why it is ne Were nothing more requifite in laying the founda

cellary to confi- tion of morals, but the diſcovering in theory whatthe connexion

of virtue withaffections and conduct are virtuous, and the objects of

intereft.

approbation, and what are vicious, the account now

given of the conſtitution of our moralfaculty would

be fufficient for that purpoſe; as it points out not on

ly what is virtuous and vicious, but alſo fhews the fe

veral degrees of theſe qualities in the feveral forts of

affections and actions ; and thus we might proceed to

confider more particularly the feveral offices of life,

and to apply our power of reaſon to diſcover what

partial affections , and actions confequent upon them,

are to be entirely approved, as beneficial to fome parts

of the fyftem, and perfectly confiftent with the gene

ral good ; and what affections and actions, even ofthe

beneficent kind, tho' they may be uſeful to a part, are

pernicious to the general fyftem ; and thus deduce the

ſpecial laws of nature, from this moralfaculty and the

generous determination of foul. But as we have al

fo a ſtrong determination toward private happineſs,

with many particular felfiſh appetites and affections,

and thefe often fo violent as not immediately to fub

mit to the moral power, however we may be confci

ous of its dignity, and of fome confiderable effect it

has upon our happineſs or miſery; as ſtrong ſuſpici

1
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ons may often ariſe attended with great uneafineſs, CHAP. 5 .

that in following the impulfe of our kind affections

and the moralfaculty we are counteracting our inte

reſt, and abandoning what may be of more confe

quence to our happineſs thaneitherthisſelf-approbati

onortheapplaufes ofothers ; to eſtabliſh well thefoun

dations of morality, and to remove, as much as may

be, all oppoſition ariſing from the ſelfiſh principles,

that the mind may refolutely perfift in the courſe

whichthe moralfaculty recommends, ' tis neceffary to

make a full compariſon ofall human enjoyments with

each other, and thence diſcover in which of them our

greateſt happineſs conſiſts.

N 2
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Book I.

BOOK I. PART II.

An Inquiry into the SUPREME HAPPINESS Of

MANKIND
.

CHAP. VI.

How far the ſeveral Senfations, Appetites, Paſſions

and Affections are in our power.

ī

piness confifts.

I.TH

'HE chief happineſs of any being muſt conſiſt

in the full enjoyment of all the gratifications

Wherein bap its nature defires and is capable of; or if its nature ad

mits of a great variety of pleaſures of different and

fometimes inconſiſtent kinds , ſome of them alſo high

er and more durable than others, its fupreme happi

neſs muſt conſiſt in the moſt conſtant enjoyment of

the more intenſe and durable pleaſures , with as much

of the lower gratifications as confifts with the full en

joyment ofthe higher. In like manner ; if we cannot

ward off all pain, and there be different kinds and

degrees ofit, wemuſtſecure ourſelves againſt the more

intenſe and durable kinds, and the higher degrees of

them ; and that fometimes by bearing the lower kinds

or degrees, or by facrificing fome ſmaller pleaſures,

when 'tis neceffary for this end.

To direct us in this conduct ' tis neceffary to pre

mife fome diftinct account in what manner we have

power over our ſeveral affections and defires, and how

far any meditations or ſelf-diſcipline may affect our
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veryperceptions ofgood and evil, of happineſs or mi- Chap. 6.

ſery, in the ſeveral objects.

defires.

1. As the calm defires and averfions of the foul How we have

naturally ariſe from our opinions of good or evil inpower over our

their objects, ſo they are proportioned to the degrees

ofgood or evil apprehended. We have power over the

felfiſh defires of any particular good onlybymeans of

the calm original determination toward the greateſt

happineſs ; and by the power of reaſoning and com

paring, which maydiſcover what are the values ofthe

feveral objects ofdefire. 'Tis by the correcting our

opinions of their values that the feveral defires are

kept in their due proportion. 'Tis alſo by means of

the other original determination toward publick hap

pineſs ofthe moſt extenſive kind, and by a like exer

cife of reaſon in comparing the values of the objects

defired for others,that we can regulate theſeveral kind

affections and defires : fince where a greater good is

diſcerned, the calm defire of it is ſtronger than that

toward a ſmaller inconfiftent good, whether purſued

for ourſelves or others.

Here too the moralfaculty diſplays much of its

power. As the feveral narrower affections may often

interfere and oppoſe each other, or ſome of them be

inconfiftent with more extenfive affections to whole

focieties, or to mankind ; our moralfenfe by its ſtrong

er and warmer approbation of the more extenſive,

both points out the affection which fhould prevail,

and confirms this nobler affection by our natural de

fire of moral excellence.
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How we have

pafions.

The turbulent appetites and particular paffions

whether of the ſelfiſh or generous kind, are governed

power over theby the fame means. They naturally arife on certain

occafions, and that often with great vehemence. To

govern and reſtrain them an habit is neceffary, which

muſt be acquired by frequent recollection and difci

pline. While we are calm we muſt frequently attend

to the danger of following precipitantly the firſt ap

pearances of good or evil ; we muſt recollect our for

mer experiences in ourſelves, and our obfervations a

boutothers, howfuperior and more laſting enjoyments

havebeen loft by our hafty indulgence offome preffing

appetite, or paffion : how laſting miſery and remorfe

has enfued upon fome tranfient gratification : what

fhame, diſtreſs , and forrowhave been the effects ofun

governed anger: what infamy and contempt men have

incurred by exceſſive fear, or by their averfion to la

bour and painful application. We may thus raiſe an

habitual fufpicion of unexamined appearances, and

an habitual caution when we feel any turbulent paf

fion arifing. When the calm principles are thus con

firmed by frequent meditation, and the force of the

paffions abated, then it is we obtain the true libertyand

felf-command: the calm powers will retain and exer

cife that authority for which their natural dignity has

fitted them, and our reaſon will be exerciſed in cor

recting all appearances of good and evil, and examin

ing the true importance of the ſeveral objects of our

appetites or paffions.

II. To this purpoſe 'tis neceffary to obferve the or

Воок I.

Causes offulfe

Aimates of ob

jells.
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dinary caufes of our deception, and of our unjuft ef- CHAP. 6 .

timation of objects : fuch as, 1. The ftrength ofthe

impreſſions and keenneſs ofthe defires raifed bythingsje

preſent and ſenſible, beyond what the infenfible or fu

ture objects prefented by the underſtanding and re

flection can raife. Frequent meditation alone can re

medythis evil. Our younger years are almoſt totally

employed about the objects of fenſe : few can bear

the pains and energy of mind requifite to fix the at

tention upon intellectual objects, and examine the

feelings ofthe heart. Strength is acquired by thoſe

powers which are moſt exercifed. Therecurring mo

tions of the appetites annex confufed notions ofhigh

felicity to their objects, which is confirmed bythein

tenfenefs offome fenfations while the appetite is keen .

Few deliberately compare theſe enjoyments with o

thers, or attend to the confequences, to the ſhort du

ration of theſe fenfations, and the enfuing fatiety,

fhame and remorfe. And yet ' tis evident to our rea

fon that the duration of any enjoyment is as muchto

be regarded as the intenfenefs of the fenfation ; and

that the enſuing ſtate ofthe mind when the brutalim

pulfe is fated, is to be brought into the account as

well as the tranfient gratification.

imagination.

2. Again ----Allowing the imaginatio
n to dwell Ladulging the

much upon fome objects prefenting hopes of high

pleaſure inflames our paffions and byaffes our judg

ments. Little indeed is hereby added to the enjoy

ment when we obtain it: nay our pleaſure is rather

diminiſhed, as it feldom anfwers the previous expecta

1

"

*

1
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Book I. tion, and brings with it the air of diſappointment.

But by roving over all the pleaſures and advantages of

certain ftations, certain pitches of wealth or power,

our defires of them are made more violent, and our

notions repreſent an happineſs in them, much higher

than we ſhall find it to be when we attain to them..

And this uncorrected imagination never fails to in

creaſe the torment we fhall find upon a diſappoint

ment.

ideas.

Aociations of 3. But no caufe of immoderate defires, or unfair

eſtimates is more frequent than ſome groundleſs affo

ciations of ideas, formed by inftruction, or our uſual

converſation, annexing confuſed notions ofhappineſs,

and even of virtue, and moral perfection, or their con-

traries, to what has little affinity to them . Seldom are

objects of defire preſented to the mind as they are,

without fome diſguiſe. Wealth and power are truly

uſeful not only for the natural conveniencies or plea

fures of life, but as a fund for good offices. But how

many notions are there often likewife annexed of

great abilities, wiſdom, moral excellence, and ofmuch

higher joys than they can afford ; which fo intoxicate

fomemen that they forget their natural purpoſes, be

gin to love them for themſelves, affect the oftentati

on ofthem ; and dread the lower ſtations as abject, mi

ferable , and inconfiftent with moral worth or ho

nour. Some natural pleaſures too by like affociations

are eſtimated far above their worth, and immoderate

defires of them torment the foul.

4. Some perverſe ſuperſtitions alſo, inſtilled by e

Superftitious0

jinous.
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ducation, cauſe groundleſs averſions to tenets and CHAP . 6.

practices of the moſt innocent nature, by annexing to

them notions of impiety, enmity to God, and obſti

nate wickedness of heart ; while contrary tenets or

practices, not a whit better, are made indications of

piety, charity, holineſs and zeal for the fouls of men.

Hence arifes that rancour in the hearts of unwary

zealots ofall forts againſt thoſe who differ from them;

and that perfecuting fpirit, with all the wrathful paf

fions, which have been ſo long a reproach to human

nature, and even to that religion which fhould infpire

all love and meeknefs.

dejires pleaſures

III. It is the more neceffary to obſerve theſe feve- All menfeel the

ral cauſes of the wrong eſtimations made of the ob- feverleriginal

jects ofour defire, and of the feveral enjoyments of andpains.

life, becauſe ſcarce any of mankind can live without

ſome folicitation or other from every one of theſe ſe

veral forts of enjoyments ; nor can one hope to be

wholly unexperienced in contrary evils . The plea

fures and pains of the external fenfes are in fome de

gree felt by all who have the natural powers, and muſt

raife defires and averfions. The impulfes of the ap

petites too are unavoidable : they recur after certain

intervals, nor can their uncafy fenfations be other

ways prevented altogether, than by gratifying them

with their natural objects. But, according to the be

nign order of nature, fuch gratifications as may pre

vent the pain of the appetites may very generally be

obtained; and where fome moral reafon prevents the

gratification, there are higher moral joys accompany

VOL. I, O
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BOOKI. ing this abftinence, which fully make up the lofs.

Bodily pain ſeldom employs a great part of life ; wife

men find out many prefervatives, which are general

ly effectual ; and when they are not, may obtain ſtrong

confolations and ſupports under it.

Other defires

more difficultly

'Tis more difficult to gratify other moſt uneaſyde

gratified than the fires, arifing from fome opinions of great happineſs

appetites. in certain enjoyments. Had we formed no fuch opi

nions or confuſed notions, we had felt no miſery in

the want of theſe enjoyments ; which is not the cafe

with the appetites . But when we can change theſe

opinions, and rectify our confuſed imaginations, the

defires and their attendant uneafineffes ceaſe or abate.

A greater ſhare of the mifery of life is chargeable on

theſe deſires than upon the appetites. Of this kind

are the defires of wealth, power, the grandeur and e

legance of living, and of fame; and our averfions to

their oppofites are of the fame nature. Our affections

to others, and our kind deſires, are affected by opini

ons in the fame manner with our felfiſh ones . What

we conceive as a great good we muſt warmly deſire for

thoſe we love ; we must be uneafy upon any difap

pointment.

Theneceffity of Nowwhen theſe opinions are true and natural, we

correcting our 0

gination.

ions and ima- cannot alter them , nor would it be defirable. Reafon

and reflection will confirm them. But many opinions

and confuſed notions which raiſe our defires are falfe

and phantaftick ; and when they are corrected we are

freed from much pain and anxiety. Some enjoyments

are ſtill in our power, which too may be found to be
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the higheft. If this be true, it is our higheſt intereſt CHAP. 6.

to be fully perfuaded of it ; that our ſtrongeſt defires

may be raiſed toward fuch things as may certainly be

obtained, and can yield us the nobleſt enjoyments.

In general, the greater any good or evil is imagi

ned, the ſtronger are our defires and fears, the greater

is our anxiety while the event is infufpence, and the

higher fhall our forrows be upon diſappointment and

our firſt tranſports upon fuccefs : but where the previ

ous imagination was falfe, this joyfoon vaniſhes, and

is fucceeded by uneafineſs : on the other hand, the

forrowupon difappointment may remain long and ve

ry intenfe, as the falfe imagination is not corrected

by experience of the enjoyment. This fhews the great

importance of examining well all our notions about

the objects ofdefire or averfion . Thus we ſhould break

off from fenfual enjoyments, in our eſtimation of

them, all theſe foreign notions of moral dignity, li

berality, elegance, and good-nature, which difpofiti

ons we may diſplay in a much wiſer and more virtu

ous manner, without expenfive luxurious tables or

fumptuous living. Theſe additional notions inflame

the defires of fplendid opulence, and are a fund of

perpetual anxiety.

not eafilyfepara

ted.

IV. Ideas once firmly affociated in this manner Aſſociatedideas

give laſting uneaſineſs to the mind ; and a full convic

tion of the underſtanding will not break the affocia

tion, without long meditation and difcipline. There

are only confuſed imaginations, and not fettled con

clufions, or direct opinions, in the minds of the luxu

02
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Book I. rious, the miſer, the ambitious, the, lover, reprefen

ting fome wonderful excellence in their favourite ob

jects proportioned to their eager defires. But long in

dulgence and repeated acts of defire, in a mind called

offfrom other objects, the ſtrain of converſation, and

the airs of countenance, and the very tone of voice

of the men of the fame turn with whom they have

haunted, afſociate high notions of felicity to the fa

vourite gratification fo firmly, that a long attention

and reflection is neceffary to rectify the confuſed ima

gination.

virtue necesary

Just notions of Afull perfuafion of the excellence and importance

to bappiness of virtue above all other enjoyments , provided we

have juſt notions ofit, muſt always be for our intereſt.

The opinion will ftand the teft of the ftricteft inqui

ry, as we ſhall ſhew hereafter; and the enjoyment is

in our power. But difproportioned admirations of

fome forts of virtue of a limited nature, and offome

inferior moral forms, fuch as mere fortitude, zeal for

truth, and for a particular fyftem of religious tenets,

while the nobler forms ofgoodneſs of more extenſive

good influence are overlooked, may lead men into

very bad affections, and into horrid actions. No na

tural fenfe or defire is without its ufe, while our opi

nions are true : but when they are falfe, fome of the

beft affections or fenfes maybe pernicious. Our moral

fenfe and kind affections lead us to condemn the evil,

to oppofe their defigns ; nay to wiſh their deſtruction

when they are conceived to be unalterably fet upon

the ruin of others better than themſelves . Thefe ve
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ry principles, along with the anger and indignation CHAP . 6 .

naturally arifing againſt what appears evil, may lead

us into a fettled rancour and hatred againſt great bo

dies of mankind thus falfely reprefented as wicked,

and make us appear to them, as they appear to us,

maliciouſly ſet upon the deftruction of others..

opinions abates
When our opinions and imagination are corrected, Correcting our

the natural appetites and defires willremain, andmaymany defires .

be attended with ſome uneaſineſs ; but the ſtrength of

many
will be abated and others will acquire more.

The fimpler gratifications of appetite, theſe of the

eaſieſt purchaſe, may by good management be as fa

tisfying, nay almoſt as joyful and exhilarating as any.

The pleaſures ofthe imagination may be highlyreliſh

ed, and yet no diſtreſs ariſe from the want of them.

Much ofthis pleaſure is expofed to all, and requiresno

property, fuch as that arifingfrom the exquifite beau

ties ofnature, and fome ofthe beauties ofart. Nor are

even theſe either the fole or the higheſt enjoyments.

The Sympathe

avoidable.

V. The fympathetick pleaſures and pains in fome

degree or other muſt affect us ; no management cantick feelings an

prevent it. We muſt live in fociety, and by the aid

ofothers, whofe happineſs, or mifery, whoſe pleaſures,

or pains, we cannot avoid obferving. Nay mankind

univerfally feel the conjugal and parental affections ;

eminent goodneſs too , when it occurs, muſt excite

ftrong love and friendship. Thus we muſt experience

the fympathetickjoys and forrows of the higher kinds.

In this matter too we muſt watch carefully over our

opinions and imagination , that our minds be not in
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Book I. flamed with vain defires about mean tranfitory or un

neceffary goods for others, or oppreffed with forrow

upon fuch evils befalling them as are ſmall and tole

rable. But unleſs we get the imaginations of our

friends corrected , we ſhall ſtill have occafion forfym

pathy. All mifery is real to the fufferer while it laſts.

Whoever imagines himſelf miſerable, he is ſo in fact,

while this imagination continues.

Where choice binds the tye of love, the previouſly

examining well the character of the perſon, his opi

nions and notions oflife, is ofthe higheſt conſequence.

In the ſtronger bonds of love with perſons of juſt ſen

timents and corrected imaginations, we have a fair

hazard for a large ſhare of theſe higher ſocial joys,

with fewer intenſe pains ; as the happineſs ofſuchper

fons is leſs uncertain or dependent on external acci

dents.

No neceffary As there are not in human nature any neceffary

causesofill-will.caufes of ultimate ill-will or malice, a calm mind con

fidering well the tempers, fentiments, and real ſprings.

of action in others, will indeed find much matter of

pity and regret, but little ofanger, indignation or en

vy, and of fettled ill-will none at all. And thus we

may be pretty free from the uneafineffes and mifery

of the unkind affections and paffions. Human nature

is indeed chargeable with many weakneſſes , raſh opi

nions, immoderate defires of private intereft, ftrong

fenfual appetites, keen attachments to narrowfyftems

beyond their merit ; and very ſubject to anger up

on appearance of injury to themſelves, or thoſe they
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love: but ' tis free from all ultimate unprovoked ma- CHAP. 6.

lice ; much influenced by fome moral ſpecies or o

ther ; and abounding with fome forts of kind affecti

ons. Many of their moſt cenfurable actions flow from

ſome miſtaken notion ofduty, or are conceived by the

agent to be innocent, and are the effects offome par

tial and naturally lovely affection, but raiſed above its

proportion, while more extenſive ones are aſleep . Moralforms

VI. As foon as one obferves the affections of others univerfallyact

or reflects on his own, the moral qualities muſt affect mankind.

the mind. No education, habit, falſe opinions, or even

affectation itſelf can prevent it. A Lucretius, an

Hobbes, a Bayle, cannot ſhake off ſentiments of gra

titude, praiſe, and admiration of fome moral forms ;

and of cenfure and deteftation of others. This fenfe

may be a fure fund of inward enjoyment to thoſe who

obey its fuggeſtions. Our own temper and actions

may be conſtant fources of joy upon reflection . But

wherepartial notions ofvirtue and juſtice are rafhlyen

tertained, without extenfive views and true opinions

of the merit of perfons and cauſes, the purſuit of

fome moral forms may occafion grievous diſtaſte and

remorfe. Falfe notions of virtue may be leſs laſting

than other miſtakes. Perfons injured by them ſeldom

fail to remonftrate; fpectators not blinded by our paf

fions and intereft will fhew their difguft. And thus

our ill -grounded joy and ſelf-approbation may ſoon

give place to fhame and remorſe.
The fenfe ofto

The ſenſe of honour too muft occafion pleaſure or our affects all.

pain, as the world about us happen to diſcloſe their
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Book I. fentiments of our conduct : and as we have not the

opinions ofothers in our power, we cannot be fure of

eſcaping all cenſure. But we can make ajuſt eſtimate

ofmen and of the value of their praiſes or cenfures, in

proportion to their qualifications as judges of merit ;

and thus we may turn our ambition upon the praiſes

of the wife and good. The approbation of our own

hearts, and the approbation of God, give fatisfactions

of an higher nature than the praiſes of men can give.

We can repreſs the defire of this lower enjoyment,

when it proves inconſiſtent with the higher.

VII. The defires alfo ofwealth and powermuft afThe defires of

wealth andpow- fect the mind when it diſcerns their obvious uſefulneſs

er univerfal.

to gratify every original defire. Theſe purſuits in men

of corrected minds may be eafy and moderate, ſo that

diſappointment will not give great pain. But when the

notions not only of external convenience and pleaſure,

and of a fund for good offices, but of all valuable abi

lity, and moral dignity, and happineſs are joined to

wealth or power, and of all bafenefs and mifery join

ed to poverty and the lower ſtations ; when the natu

ral uſe of theſe things is overlooked, and the mind is

conftantly intent upon further advancement, anxiety

and impatience muſt imbitter and poiſon every enjoy

ment oflife.

Howfantastick

defires arife.

Whenthe mind has been diverted from its natural

purfuits and enjoyments, fantaſtick ones muſt fuc

ceed. When through indolence and averſion to ap

plication men deſpair of ſucceſs in matters naturally

konourable; when any accidents have called off their
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minds from the affections natural to our kind , toward CHAP. 6.

offspring, kindred, and a country; the defires of fome

fort of eminence, and ofamuſement and pleaſure, in

an incapacity for all valuable bufinefs, muft fet them

upon any purſuits, which have got reputation among

their fellows of like floth, incapacity, or depravation,

under fome confuſed notions of genteelity, liberali

ty, fociableneſs, or elegance. How elfe fhall one ac

countfor years ſpent byyoung people of cafy fortunes

in hunting, gaming, drinking, fauntering, and the fil

ly chat and ceremonies of the places of rendezvous

for gayety and amuſement.

ments oppofite
VIII. Now it is obvious our nature is incapable Many erine

of the higheſt pleaſures of all kinds at once, or of andinconfijent.

purfuing them together. There are manifeſt incon

fiftencies among them, and the means of obtaining

them. An high reliſh for one kind is inconfiftent with

a tafte for fome others. Senfuality and indolence are

plainly oppofite to all the higher active enjoyments .

The purſuits ofknowledge and the ingenious arts are

oppofite to avarice, fenfuality, and to fome forts of

ambition: fo are the purfuits ofvirtue . Nay the high

eft enjoyments offome kinds are much increafed by

conſciouſneſs of our having facrificed other inferior

purfuits and enjoyments to them, as thoſe of virtue

and honour.

"Tis equally manifeft that in our prefent ftate, one

cannot conftantly ſecure to himſelfanyone enjoyment

dependent on external things, which are all fubject

to innumerable accidents . The noble enjoyments of

VOL. I. Р
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Book I. piety, ofwhich hereafter, and thoſe of virtue, maybe

ftable and independent on fortune. But a virtuous

temper, whatever fure enjoyment it may afford upon

reflection, ever carries a man forth beyond himſelf, to

ward a publick good, or fome interefts of others ; and

theſe depend not on our power. There's great pain in

the diſappointment of virtuous deſigns, tho' thetem

per be ever approved. In this, as in all other things,

we depend on providence, which, as it gave us at firſt

all our perceptive powers, and their objects, fo it dif

poſes ofthem, and particularly ofthe happineſs ormi

fery of others, the object on which the virtuous affec

tions terminate. This fufficiently fhews that the Dei

ty muſt, for this reaſon, as well as many others, be the

fupreme object of our higheſt happineſs : ſince we can

never be ſecure, nor can we enjoy true ferenity and

tranquillity of mind, without a firm perfuafion that

his goodneſs, wifdom, and omnipotence are continu

ally employed in fecuring the felicity ofthe objects of

our nobleſt affections.

per

It would not be improper to confider here the plain

evidence for the exiſtence ofGod and his moral

fections ; not only as a firm perfuafion of thefe points.

is an high matter of duty, but as the Deity and his

providence are the foundations ofour tranquillity and

higheſt happineſs . But as the moſt perſuaſive argu

ments on fome of theſe points are derived from the

very conftitution of human nature, and that moral

adminiftration we feel within ourſelves, that ftructure

ofourfouls deſtined to recommend all thofe kindand

No folid trans

quillity without

religion.
•
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generous affections which reſemble the moral perfec- CHAP. 6.

tions of God; we fhall poftpone the fentiments and

duties of piety to be confidered afterwards as the

higheſt perfection ofhappineſs, as well as ofmoral ex

cellence.

vours havefome

IX. As to other enjoyments which are uncertain ; How our endea

tho' pure unmixed happineſs is not attainable, yet effect.

our endeavours are not ufelefs . We hinted alrea

'dy that having had high previous expectations, tho ' it

may increaſe the firft tranfports of fuccefs, when the

preceeding anxiety is removed ; yet rather leffens the

fubfequent enjoyment, and ſtill embitters diſappoint

ments, and makes misfortunes, in their own nature

light, become unfupportable : ſo having our notions

lower about theſe uncertain objects, and our defires

moderate, rather encreaſes our ſtable fenfe of pleaſure,

in the object obtained, and abates the ſenſe of difap

pointment.

Thus the temperate, the fober, the chafte, the

humble, have fenfes as acute at leaft as others, and

enjoy all the good in fenfual objects, and in honour.

Abftinence and reftraint, when virtue requires, viti

ates no ſenſe or appetite. Moderation in profperity,

temperance, humility, and modefty, low notions of

happiness in fenfual objects, prevent no fenfe of plea

fure in advantages obtained. Men of this turn have

their reafon calm and active to procure the gratifica

tions they defire, and to find out other preferable en

joyments when they are difappointed. In this uncer

tain world their profperity and fucccfs is as joyful as

T
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Book I. that of others. And then under misfortunes,

Si quis, quae multa vides difcrimine tali,

Si quis in adverfum rapiat cafufve, deufve,*

Alively fenfe

of the inftability

veryuseful.

of buman affairs(And fure fuch diſappointments are as incident to the

inflamed admirers of external things as to others) the

difference is manifeft. The one had other funds of

happineſs: he forefaw fuch accidents ; the lofs to him.

is tolerable. To the other ; he is deprived ofhisgods ;

and do you ask what aileth him? So neceffary is fre

quent confideration ofthe uncertainty ofhuman af

fairs ; the accidents we are fubject to ; and the proper.

reforts, and fprings of relief, and the other enjoy

ments which may ftill be in our power. This abates

nofolid joyin profperity, but breaks vain aſſociations,

and corrects the imagination ; gives ſtrength ofmind,

and freedom from that terror and confternation which

diſtracts the unprepared mind, and deprives it of the

good remaining in its power.

CHAP. VII.

AComparison ofthe feveral Sorts ofENJOYMENT,

and the oppofite Sorts of UNEASINESS, to find

their Importance to HAPPINESS..

To difcover wherein our true happineſs conſiſts we

muſtcompare the feveral enjoyments of life, and

the ſeveral kinds of mifery, that we may difcern what

enjoyments are tobe parted with, or what uneafinefs

* Virg. Aeneid. ix. verf. 210.

1
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to be endured, in order to obtain the higheſt and CHAP. 7 .

moſtbeatifick fatisfactions, and to avoid the moft di

ftreffing fufferings.

luable by their

ration.

As to pleaſures ofthe fame kind , 'tis manifeft their Enjoyments va

values are in a joint proportion of their intenfencfs dignity and du

and duration . In eftimating the duration, we not on

ly regard the conftancy of the object, or its remaining

in our power, and the duration of the fenfations it

affords, but the conftancy of our fancy or reliſh : for

when this changes it puts an end to the enjoyment.

Incomparing pleaſures of different kinds, the value

is as the duration and dignity of the kind jointly. We

have an immediate fenfe of a * dignity, a perfection ,

or beatifick quality in fome kinds, which no intenſe

neſs of the lower kinds can equal, were they alſo as

lafting as we could wifh. No intenfenefs or duration

of
any external fenfation gives it a dignity or worth e

qual to that ofthe improvement of the foul by know

ledge, or the ingenious arts ; and much lefs is it equal

to that of virtuous affections and actions . We never

hefitate in judging thus about the happineſs or per

fection ofothers, where the impetuous cravings ofap

petites and paſſions do not corrupt our judgments, as

they do often in our own cafe. By this intimate feel

ing ofdignity, enjoyments and exerciſes offomekinds,

tho' not of the higheſt degree of thoſe kinds , are in

comparably more excellent and beatifick than the

moſt intenſe and lafting enjoyments ofthe lowerkinds..

Nor is duration of fuch importance to fome higher.

See above chap, iv. § 10.

1
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BOOK I. kinds, as it is to the lower. The exerciſe of virtue

for a fhort period, provided it be not fucceeded by

fomething vicious, is of incomparably greater value

than the moſt laſting fenfual pleaſures. Nothing de

ſtroys the excellence and perfection of the ſtate but a

contrary quality of the fame kind defacing the for

mer character. Thepeculiar happineſs ofthe virtuous

man is not ſo much abated by pain, or an early death,

as that ofthe ſenſualiſt ; tho' his complex ſtate which

is made up of all his enjoyments and ſufferings ofeve

ry kind is in ſome degree affected by them*. Nor is

it a view ofprivate fublime pleaſures in frequent fu

ture reflections which recommends virtue to the foul.

We feel an impulſe, an ardour toward perfection, to

ward affections and actions of dignity, and feel their

immediate excellence, abftracting from fuch views of

future pleaſures of long duration. Tho' no doubt

theſe pleaſures, which are as fure as our exiſtence, are

to be regarded in our eſtimation of the importance

of virtue to our happineſs.

Nowifwe denote by intenſeneſs, in a more general

meaning, the degree in which any perceptions

joyments are beatifick, then their comparative values

are in a compound proportion of their intenſeneſs and

duration. But to retain always in view the grand dif

ferences of the kinds, and to prevent any imaginati

ons, that the intenfer fenfations of the lower kinds

* The Stoicks have run into extrava- ris productione majora.non intelligunt

gance on this head. See Cicero de Fin.l.iii. valetudinis aeftimationem fpatio indicari ;

c. 10. Haecdequibus dixinonfiunt tempo- virtutis, opportunitate.
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with fufficient duration may compleat our happineſs ; CHAP. 7.

it may be more convenient to eſtimate enjoyments by

their dignity and duration : dignity denoting the ex

cellence ofthe kind, when thoſe of different kinds are

compared ; and the intenſeneſs of the ſenſations, when

we compare thofe of the fame kind .

tates ofmen.

II. Tho' the feveral original powers above-mention- The different

ed are natural to all men, yet through habit, affociated "

ideas, education , or opinion,fome generally purfue en

joyments ofone kind ; and fhew a difregard of others,

which are highly valued by men of a different turn.

Some are much given to fenfuality ; others to more in

genious pleafures ; others purfue wealth and power ;

others moral and focial enjoyments, and honour.

Wealth and power have fome few faithful votaries a

doring them for themſelves : but the more numerous

worshipers adore them only as miniftring ſpirits, or

mediators with fome fuperior divinities, as pleafure,

honour, beneficence.

Thus different men have different taftes. What These must be

one admires as the fupreme enjoyments , another mayexamined.

defpife. Muft we not examine thefe taftes? Are all

perfons, all orders of beings equally happy if each ob

tains the enjoyments refpectively most relished? At

this rate the meanest brute or infect maybe as happy

as the wifeft hero, patriot, or friend can be. What

may make a brute as happy as that low order is ca

pable of being, may be but defpicable to an order en

dued with finer perceptive powers, and a nobler fort

of defires. Beings of thefe higher orders are immedi

1
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Book I. ately confcious of the fuperior dignity and impor

tance to happineſs in their peculiar enjoyments, of

which lower orders are incapable. Nature has thus

diftinguiſhed the different orders by different percep

tive powers, fo that the fame objects will not be ſuffi

cient for happineſs to all ; nor have all equal happineſs

wheneach can gratify all the defires and fenfes he has.

The fuperior orders in this world probably experi

ence all the fenfations of the lower orders, and can

judge of them. But the inferior do not experience

the enjoyments of the fuperior. Nay in the feveral

ftages oflife each one finds different taftes and defires.

We are confcious in our ftate of mature years that

thehappineſs of our friends, our families , or our coun

try are incomparably nobler objects ofour purfuit, and

adminiſter proportionably a nobler pleaſure than the

toys which once abundantly entertained us when we

had experienced nothing better. God has affigned to

each order, and to the feveral ſtages of life in the

fameperfon, theirpeculiar powers and taftes. Eachone

is as happywhen its tafte is gratified as it can then be.

But we are immediately conſcious that one gratifica

tion is more excellent than another, whenwe have ex

perienced both. And then our reafon and obfervati

on enables us to compare the effects, and confequen

ces, and duration. One may be tranſitory, and the

occafion ofgreat fubfequent mifery, tho' for thepre

fent the enjoyment be intenfe: another may be laſt

ing, fafe, and fucceeded by no fatiety, ſhame, diſguſt,

orremorfe.

1
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What men are

Superiorbeings bydiviner faculties and fuller know- Chap. 7 .

ledge may, without experience of all forts, immedi

ately diſcern what are the nobleſt. They may havethe beſtjudges,

ſome intuitive knowledge of perfection , and ſome ſtan

dard of it, which may make the experience of fome

lower forts uſeleſs to them. But of mankind thefe

certainly are the beſt judges who have full experience,

with their taſtes or fenfes and appetites in a natural

vigorous ſtate. Now it never was alledged that ſocial

affections, the admiration of moral excellence, the de

fire of eſteem , with their attendant and guardian tem

perance, the purſuits of knowledge, or a natural ac

tivity, impaired any ſenſe or appetite. This is often

charged with great juftice upon luxury, and furfeit

ing, and indolence. The higheſt fenfual enjoyments

may be experienced by thoſe who employ both mind

andbody vigorously in focial virtuous offices , and al

low all the natural appetites to recur in their due fea

fons. Such certainly are the beſt judges of all enjoy

ments. Thus according to the maxim often inculca

ted by Ariftotle, " The good man is the true judge

“ and ſtandard of every thing."

dom can julge
But it mayjuftly be queftioned, whether men much The vicious fel

devoted to fenfual pleaſures, to thofe of the imagina- well.

tion, or to wealth and power, are fufficiently prepa

red to judge in this queſtion. Such purſuits indeed

are ſeldom continued long without fome notion of

their innocence, nay of fome duty or moral obligati

on. Habits fometimes deface natural characters and

powers. Men of vicious habits have ſmall experience

VOL. I.
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1

BOOK I. ofthe generous affections, focial joys, and the delights

of true impartial uniform goodneſs. Bad habits weak

en focial feelings, and the reliſh of virtue. And yet

even fuch men on fome occafions give a ſtrong teſti

mony to the cauſe of virtue.

III. Having premiſed theſe things we mayfirſt com

pare the ſeveral forts of enjoyment in point of digni

ty and duration ; and in like manner their oppofites,

fufferings. And then compare a little the ſeveral tem

pers or characters in point of inward fatisfaction.

Senfual plea

The pleaſures of the external ſenſes, are of two

Jures are theclaffes ; thofe of the palate, and thoſe betwixt the fex

es. Both theſe we call fenfual.
meaneft.

The pleaſures of the palate how grateful foever

they may be to children, muſt appear the meaneſt

and moſt deſpicable enjoyments to all men of reflec

tion who have experienced any others. The uneafi

neſs felt when the body needs fupport may be pretty

intenſe ; as 'tis wifely contrived, to engage us to take

neceſſary care of the body. The allaying this pain

may give a ſtrong fenfation of pleaſure at firft. But

the proper pleaſure of tafte, the pofitive enjoyment,

muſt be deſpicable to all who are above the order of

brutes. The differences in point of pleaſure among

the feveral kinds offood is fo fmall, that the keenneſs

of appetite is allowed to make a much greater. The

moft exquifite cookery can fearce give fuch highfen

fation of this kind to a fatisfied appetite, tho' it be

not furfeited; as the plaineft fare will give to a brisk

appetite after abftinence and exercife ; even altho

"

Thofe ofthe pa

Late.
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there was no pain, inconfiftent with mirth and gay- CHAP. 7.

ety, to be allayed. When therefore the allaying fo

gentle an uneaſineſs cauſes more pleaſure than any ex

quifite favours without it, the pofitive pleaſure muſt

be very inconfiderable. The preventing of appetite,

or the increaſing or prolonging it by incentives of any

kind, are vain efforts for pleaſure ; fo are all arts, ex

cept exerciſe and abftinence, till the natural appetite

returns. The greateſt Epicures have acknowledged

this when buſineſs or diverſions have cafually led them

to make the experiment.

takes, a mixture

Men would univerfally agree in this point, were not Reaſons ofmif

theſe pleaſures generally blended with others of veryif moral plea

different natures . Not only nice oeconomy, art, andfures.

elegance in fine ſervices and grandeur of apartments,

but even moral qualities, liberality, communication

of pleaſure, friendſhip, and meriting well from others,

are joined in our imaginations. Strip fenfuality of all

thefe borrowed charms, and view it naked and alone

as mere pleafing the palate in folitude, and it is fhame

ful and defpicable to all.

Imagine a life ſpent in this enjoyment without in

terruption, and that, contrary to the prefent order of

nature, the appetite ftill remained ; but that there was

no focial enjoyment or affection , no finer perceptions,

or exerciſe of the intellectual powers ; this ftate is be

low that of many brutes. Their appetites allow in

tervals for fome pleaſures of a focial nature, and for

action ; and when thus employed, they fhew an higher

joy than in feeding.
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The duration too of theſe fenfations is inconfide

rable. Such indeed is the bounty of God, that the

means of allaying the cravings of appetite may be ea

fily procured ; and thus by good management we may

all frequently enjoy almoſt the higheſt pleaſures of

this kind. But the appetite is foon ſatisfied, and re

curs not till after long intervals. Artificial incentives

may raiſe an unnatural craving, but the allaying of

this gives little pleaſure. "Tis a real depravation and

fickneſs ; and, when long continued, turns to fuch bo

dily indifpofition as muſt ſtop all enjoyments. Where

grandeurand variety are affected, the fancy grows ca

pricious and inconſtant, and the objects uncertain.

Thehumourmaygrow too expenfive forour fortunes,

and increaſe, while the means of gratification are di

miniſhed.

BookI

The duration

Small.

Many ofthe fame confiderations depretiate the o

ther ſpecies offenfual pleaſure, which much depends

upon the allaying the uneafy craving of a brutal im

pulfe, as the pofitive good is of itſelfmean and incon

fiderable. Conceive the fenfation alone, without love

or eſteem of any moral qualities, or the thought of

communicating pleaſure, and of being beloved ; it

would not equal the delights which ſome of the finer

brute beaſts ſeem plainly confcious of. And then this

enjoyment is the moſt tranfitory of all. Indulgence,

and variety, and incentives, bring upon the mind a

miferable craving; an impatient ardour; an incapaci

ty of felf-government, and of all valuable improve

ment; a wretched flavery, which ſtrips the mind ofall

The fame true

of amorous en

joyments.
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candour, integrity, and fenfe of honour. Add to this CHAP. 7.

the capriciouſneſs of fancy, the torments of difap-in

pointment,which fuchwandering diffolute defires muft

be expofed to ; and that after the tranfient fenfation ,

there can ſcarce remain any thing agreeable, to one

who has not loft all manly fenfe ofgood. The reflec

tion on any paſt fenfual enjoyments gives no fenfe of

any merit or worth, no ground offelf-esteem , or ſcarce

anyfort ofjoy except from the low hopes of repeat

ing the fame, which may a little revive the appetite

after intervals. The remembrance is no fupport un

der any calamity, chagrin, pain, provocation or for

row, or any inward diſturbance of mind, or outward

misfortune. The very nature of theſe fenfations we

call fenfual, and the inward ſentiments of our hearts

about them, abundantly declare that thefupreme hap

pineſs ofhuman nature muſt conſiſt in very different

enjoyments of a more noble and durable nature.

Objections re

moved from the

diffolute.

IV. 'Tis often occurring, on the other hand, that ,

we ſee multitudes who prefer fuch pleaſures to all o - price ofthe

thers, and make the purſuits of ſenſuality the bufi

neſs of their lives ; and that therefore the bent of the

mind is naturally toward them ; and their power fupe

rior to our moralfenfe, and to the generous affections .

To remove this caufe of fufpicion ; let us recollect

that the conſtant purſuits of fenfuality are ſeldom es

ver obferved without an opinion of their innocence.

Our moralfaculty, our fympathetick ſenſe, and our

kind affections are feldom fet in oppofition to them,

er combat with them, in the minds of men much de:

T
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Book I. voted to fenfuality. Where without this notion of in

nocence men are hurried into fenfual enjoyments by

impetuous appetites, the ftate is miferable and full of

abject remorſe after the tranſient gratifications . The

profeffedly diffolute have fome fpecious reafons by

which they are deluded into a perfuafion of the inno

cence of their purſuits.

Nay fome moral notions, fuch as communication

of pleaſure, love, friendſhip, meriting well, and being

beloved, make the main charm even in fenfual enjoy

ments. This is manifeſt in the luxury and intempe

rance of fuch as are not funk belowthe beafts, andu

niverfally deſpiſed . It holds too in the unchafte paffi

ons: and hence fome notions of moral excellencies,

good nature, friendlineſs, ſweetneſs of temper, wit,

and obligingneſs recommend their objects . But on

the other hand ; fuch as by generous affections, and

love of moral excellence and honour, are led into a

virtuous courſe, avowedly deſpiſe ſenſual enjoyments;

nor does any confuſed imaginations ofthem, or hopes

evenof immunity from labour and pain recommend

it to their choice. The external evils, toil, expence,

and hardſhips are known and deſpiſed as well as the

allurements of eafe and pleaſure: the moral forms by

their own proper power are fuperior to them. In the

voluptuous, the moral fenfe is feldom conquered ; the

enjoyments ſeem innocent, or at leaſt the guilt is fo

diminiſhed by the fophiftry of the paffions, that 'tis

only the ſmalleſt moral evil which feems to be incur

red for the higheſt fenfual good ; and the weakeſt ef

1
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forts of the moral kind overcome by the ſtrongeſt of CHAP. 7 .

fenfuality; and often, even by the affiftance of fome

miſtaken moral fpecies.

+

confi

It is here likewiſe proper to obſerve that all fenfu- The ſenſual en

al gratifications are not oppoſite to moral enjoyments.ent with virtue

There is a moderate indulgence perfectly innocent, as high as any.

fufficient to allay the uneafinefs of appetite ; which too

by wife oeconomy may frequently be as high as any

fort offenfual enjoyments, and even fubfervient to the

moral. The temperate, and fuch as, after proper felf-

government in coelibacy, have made a wife choice in

marriage, may have as high ſenſual enjoyments as

any. In recommending of virtue we need notfuppofe

it oppofite to all gratifications of ſenſe ; tho' its power

in our hearts fhould be maintained fo high that it may

be able to controll all the appetites which by accident

may oppofe it. Its gentle ſway generally allows fuch

gratifications as may be the higheſt of the kind ; or

where it does not, it makes abundant compenfation

for the lofs, by the joyful approbation of ſuch abſti

nence and felf-government. Whatrich compenfation.

is made by the joyful approbation one muſt feel of fi

delity, friendſhip , and meriting well, and by the re

turns of a conftant affection from a worthy heart, for

the want of the irregular, fhameful, perplexing, joy

lefs paffions and indulgences, with perfons ofno mo

ralworth or ftedfaſtneſs of affection.

ofknowledge and
V. We come next to confider the pleafures ofthe The pleaſures,

imagination in the grandeurand eleganceofliving, and theingenious arts .

the perceptions of beauty and harmony, to which wefenfual in digni

to the

ty.
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Book I. may add thoſe of the ingenious arts, and knowledge.

Here there is no brutal uneafy previous appetite, the

fating of which might enhance the pleaſure ; and yet

one may immediately find that theſe are enjoyments

fuperior to the fenfual, and more recommended by

the conftitution of our nature. When the cravings

of appetite are grown painful, one will readily quit

theſe pleaſures till the pain is removed ; eſpecially

when there are no apprehenfions of our not being at

liberty ofſpeedily returning to them. But the behold

ing beautiful forms, the curious works of art, or the

more exquifite works ofnature ; the entertainments of

harmony, of imitation in the ingenious arts ; the dif

covering of the immutable relations and proportions

ofthe objects ofthe pure intellect and reaſon, give en

joyments in dignity far fuperior to any thing fenfual,

where the fenfual are confidered alone without bor

rowed charms ofan higher nature. Thefe more manly

pleaſures are more fuited to our nature ; and are al

ways more eſteemed and approved when we are judg

ing of the purfuits of others.

Thefe pleaſures too far furpaſs the ſenſual likewife

in duration . They can employ a great part of life

without fatiety or cloying, as their pleaſure is ſo muchfo

pofitive enjoyment independent upon the allaying of

any previous uneafy fenfations. They are the proper

exerciſes of the foul, where none of the higher focial

offices , or thoſe of rational piety claim its activity.

They partake of its lafting nature, and are not tran

fitory, as all enjoyments are which are merelyfubfervi

They are alfo

Superiorin dura

tion.
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ent to the periſhing body. Thus, as often as the CHAP . 7.

more important offices of virtue allow any intervals ,

our time is agreeably and honourably employed in hif

tory natural or civil, in geometry, aftronomy, poetry,

painting, and muſick, or ſuch entertainments as inge

nious arts afford. And fome of the ſweeteſt enjoy

ments of this fort require no property, nor need we

ever want the objects. If familiarity abates the plea

fure of the more obvious beauties of nature, their

more exquifite inward ſtructures may give new de

lights, and the ſtores of nature are inexhauſtible.

Such objects of theſe taftes as require property are

more uncertain, and the purſuit of them more folici

tous and anxious, and the fancy more inconſtant, as

longpoffeſſion abates the reliſh. The imagination here

needs ſtrict reins, that it may not run out into excef

five admiration by affociated notions of moral digni

ty, and liberality ; and thus involve us in innumerable

vexatious purſuits of what is not effential to happi

nefs.

Sympathetick

tenfe.

VI.Pleaſures ofthe fympathetick kind arifingfromfeelings very in

the fortunes ofothers are proportioned to the ſtrength

of the kind affections we have for them. Our nature

is exceedinglyfufceptible of theſe affections ; efpecially

the ftronger forts of them toward offspring, parents,

kinfmen, benefactors, or eminently worthy characters ;

toward fects, parties, countries. They furniſh the far

greater part of the buſineſs, and of the happineſs or

mifery of life.

Compare theſe with others : Confider the joy of

VOL. I. R

"
P
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! BOOK I. heart upon any confiderable profperity, or any emi

nent virtue of one whom we heartily love, of a child,

a brother, a friend : upon any glory or advantage to

our party, or country ; to any honourable cauſe we

have efpoufed, or any admired character ; or upon their

eſcaping any imminent danger. Where there is an

hearty affection theſe joys are incomparably fuperior

to anyof the former. What pleaſure offenfe orima

gination would we not forego to obtain theſe events?

Some ecftacies ofjoy upon the efcaping of great im

minent perfonal dangers have been too violent for na

ture, and have proved fatal : we have more* inftances.

of ſympathetick joys which proved alfo unſupport

able and fatal. Andif fome tempers cannot bear life

after fome misfortunes befallen themfelves ; more in

ftances are found of fuch as throw it away upon the

misfortunes of others. The enjoyments muſt bevery

high which can fweeten all the toil and labour about

offspring and friends, evenin common characters. Ha

ving affluence ofall things defired for one's felf, abates:

very little of the diligence of mankind.

•

Theſe pleaſures endure as long as the perfon con

tinues to be beloved and to be profperous. New fuc

ceffes of our own, or of our friend, raife greater com

motions at firſt than advantages long poffeffed. But

while the affection continues, the fenfe remains ; and

the fympathetick pleafure never cloys . Where indeed.

affections are founded upon wrong fentiments of the

And may be of

long duration.

* See two inftances in Livy upon the defeat at Thrafymen, 1. xxii. c. 7. See on.

this fubject Cicero de Fin. l . v. c. 24.
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merit of perfons, or cauſes, they can have no ſtabili- CHAP . 7.

ty, and the ſympathetick joy may be loft, and fucceed

ed by diſguſt and indignation . But the chief cauſe of

inſtability in this branch of happineſs is the uncertain

ty of the fortunes of thoſe we love ; for their mifery

muft occafion the moſt fevere diftrefs. In this we

wholly depend on providence.

the folefe
All that we can do to ſecure any fund of joys of Belief ofprovi

this kind is to examine well the merit ofperfons, and curity.

cauſes, and by theſe means to turn our ſtronger affec

tions toward the fuperior merit of men of true good

neſs and correct imaginations, whoſe happineſs is leſs

inconftant than that of others ; to have a firm per

fuafion ofthe wiſdom and goodneſs ofprovidence, and

to cultivate the moſt extenſive affections. The ftron

ger our univerfal good-will is, if our joys be fo much

the higher upon the general profperity, the greater

alfo fhall our regret be upon apprehended general mi

fery. But what makes this affection ever fafe in all

events, and a fund of ſuperior joy, is a firm perſuaſi

on of a good Providence governing the univerſe for

the beſt, amidſt all the apparent evils and diforders.

Of this more hereafter.

ments are among

nature.

VII. The fourth claſs of enjoyments are the moral, Moral enj -3

arifing from the conſciouſneſs of good affections and the high near

actions. Theſe joys are different from the fympathe

tick, which may ariſe from that happineſs of others

to which our affections and actions contributed no

thing. But our affections and actions themſelves, ab

ftracting from the ſtate of others, cannot be indiffe

T
i

R 2
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Book I. rent to us when we attend to them. When we find

our whole foul kind and benign, we muſt have a joy

ful approbation ; and a further and higher joy ariſes

from exerting theſe affections in wife beneficent offi

ces. Theſe joys we find the higheſt and moſt impor

tant both in reſpect of dignity and duration.

How much inferior are the higheſt ſenſual plea

fures, or even thoſe ofthe imagination, or fpeculative

knowledge, to the ſtable joy of conſcious goodneſs

of heart ; and to that high approbation one feels of

himſelf in any important offices for the good of his

country, or his friend ; and to the joyful thought of

meriting well ofmankind, and deſerving their applau

ſes? The kind affections alone fit eaſy in the heart ;

there is an inward complacence in them, and we joy

fully entertain them for life.* But our nature is fitted

formore than unactive affection . An high happineſs

ariſes from the exerting our powers ; and the nobler the

power is, the more beatifick is its exercife: when the

virtuous efforts are fuccefsful, there is fuch an affem

blage of pure joys from confcious goodneſs, ſympathy

with others, and the expected love and approbation of

all, eſpecially the complacency of our Maker, as far

furpaffes all other enjoyments. If we ſhould fail of

fuccefs, we may want the fympathetick joy, and may

be touched with compaffion ; but the other fources of

joy remain: the moral enjoyments can ſweeten theſe

diftreffes from the misfortunes of the perfon or cauſe

efpoufed ; which without the confcioufnefs ofour hav

* This is often juftly obferved by Ariftotle and Cicero.

In respect of

dignity.
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ing acted our part well, muſt have been much more Chap. 7.

intolerable.

The fancy here is not inconfiftent. Our tafte for Thefe pleaſures

virtue increaſes by exercife ; and habits make it ſtill are moſt durable.

more pleaſant. The remembrance is ever delight

ful, and makes the enjoyment lafting, where there

have been juſt notions of virtue, and of the merit of

perfons and cauſes. One end propoſed in the creating

different orders of beings, and ordaining the different

ftates of thofe of the fame fpecies, fome more, ſome

lefs perfect, is probably this, that the nobler minds

ſhould never want opportunities for the joyful exer

cife of their good diſpoſitions toward the inferior ei

ther in perfection or in fortune. Theſe joys too are

feated above the power of fortune while men retain

foundneſs of mind. A low ftation, and a hard condi

tion of life, or external diſadvantages may prevent our

doing the moſtimportant fervices to others in exter

nal things ; but can neither hinder the found inward

affections of heart, nor a courſe of action fuited to

our abilities ; and this is the higheſt virtue.

Just notions of
Unexamined admirations of fome partial moral

forms, and fome narrow affections, without true no-virtue neceſſary,

tions of merit in perfons and cauſes, may lead us into

fuch conduct as upon better information may be mat

ter of fhame and remorfe. But where by cloſe reflec

tion we have attained juſt notions of virtue and merit,

and of the effectual means of doing good, virtuous

action, as it is the natural purpoſe of a rational and
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BOOK I. focial fpecies, ſo it is their higheſt happineſs, and al

ways in their power.

Among theſe moral enjoyments, the joys of reli

gion and devotion toward God well deferve to be par

ticularly remarked, which in the claſs of moral enjoy

ments are the higheſt of all . But as theſe enjoyments

are of a pretty different nature from the rest of the

moral ones, they ſhall be confidered apart hereafter,

for reafons above-mentioned ; and we ſhall fhew their

high importance to a ſtable and ſublime happineſs a

bove all others.

IX. The pleaſures of honour from the approbati

on, eſteem, and gratitude of others as they naturally

enfue upon virtue, ſo when they are founded on it, are

among the moſt grateful feelings of the foul. Theſe

joys of honour and virtue and the fympathetick joys

are naturally connected, nor need we minutely com

pare them ; as the fame conduct is naturally fubfervi

ent to them all : and where they concur, no words can

expreſs the happineſs enjoyed. The fympathetick

feelings may be more intenſe in fome tender affectio

nate hearts: active ſpirits in publick ſtations may be

more affected withconſcious virtue and merited glory.

But where the three are united, with a firm perfuafion

of a good God approving our temper, and enfuring

the univerſal order and happineſs, our ſtate muſt come

neareſt to thatjoy unfpeakable andfull ofglory, which

we hope for as the perfect confummation of the rati

onal nature.

Pleafures ofho

nour very in

tenfe.
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True glory is alſo durable, not like the fenfual en- CHAP. 7.

joyments,whichpaſs like the ſhadowofa cloud leaving Ad of great

no trace behind them. The approbation and eſteemduration.

ofothers , when founded on virtue, may probably con

tinue during life, and furvive us : and the approbati

on of God fhall be everlaſting. The purſuits ofexten

five fame for eminent abilities and virtues mayindeed

be fubject to diſappointment, and be full of labour

and liable to excefs. Ordinary virtues, or even the

higheſt virtues in the low ſtations will not obtain the

extenſive applauſes of nations. But a wife and virtu

ous man may generally obtain fuch honour either in

anarrower or larger fphere as may give greatjoy. And

a good heart, perfuaded of a good providence obfer

ving all things, is fure of the approbation of the beſt

judge, and that to eternity.

X. Among fuch folemn fubjects the pleaſures of The pleaſures

mirth and gayety muſt be ofſmall account. And yet heſide ofvirtue.

even children deſpiſeſenſuality in compariſon ofthem:

and ſenſual enjoyments borrow from them many of

their charms, without which they would be deſpicable

and fhameful. They are an agreeable ſeaſoning to o

ther enjoyments, and fome relief from the fatigues of

ferious bufinefs. The nobler joys are grave, ſevere,

and folemn. But human life muſt have relaxations.

Now whatever value we put upon mirth and gayety

it muſt be caft into the fide of virtue : fince that mind

is always beſt difpofed for the reception of all chear

fulneſs and pleaſantry where all is kind and eaſy ; free

from anger, ill-will, envy, or remorſe. Theſe pleaſures
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Wealth and

power are

virtuous than 0

thers.

BOOK I. are always focial, and fly folitude. They are beft che

riſhed amidſt love, good-nature, and mutual eſteem.

As wealth and power are not immediately pleaſant,

beatifick to thebut the means of obtaining pleaſures ; their impor

tance to happineſs muſt be in proportion to that of

the enjoyments to which they are referred by the pof

feffor. The virtuous man therefore who refers them

to generous and virtuous purpoſes, has a much nobler

enjoyment ofthem than thoſe who refer them to the

pleaſures of the imagination, or the elegance of life ;

andyet this is a finer reference than that to fenfuality.

Where through confuſed imaginations they are not

directly referred to their natural purpoſes, but pur

fued for themſelves, avarice and ambition become

wretched infatiable cravings, hateful to all mankind ;

and the poffefſions become joyless to the perſon who

obtains them.

Ill-naturedgra

tifications mean,
XI. As to fome other pretended enjoyments in gra

and notdurable . tifying the paffions of anger, malice, envy, revenge :

'tis certain there is no fmall fenfe of joy in theſe gra

tifications, where the paſſions were intenſe . But then

'tis obvious, that as good-will, love, eſteem, gratitude,

and every kind affection are natural and original plea

fures fitting eaſy in the mind ; fothe happineſs of any

innocent perfon obferved is the occafion of pure un

mixed joy, not ariſing from the allaying any previous

pain. Ifthe perſon has been in mifery, and thus has

raiſed our compaſſion : his being relieved adds alſo a

notherjoyfrom ſtopping our fympathetick pain. But

the miſery of another is naturally uneafy to the ob
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ferver: it muſt then be by ſome accident that it ever Chap. 7 .

becomes grateful : by fome previous anger, or envy ;

ſome injury apprehended, or ſome oppofition to the

intereſts offome perfon beloved.

useless in cur
Theſe paffions of the unkind fort are not uſeleſs . Such pers

parts in our conſtitution . Upon apprehenfion of inju- conpitution.

ry or damage done to us, or to thoſe we love, anger

naturally ariſes to roufe us for defence. When per

fons we do not eſteem are preferred to thoſe of higher

merit, an honeſt concern and indignation ariſes. A

like indignation ariſes againſt all fuch as appear groſs

ly immoral. Indulgence may make theſe paffions

ſtrong and habitual. The feelings attending them are

original uneafineſs and torment ; to which however it

was reaſonable for the general good that we fhould be

in fome degree ſubjected on certain occaſions, as we

are to bodily pain. The ſweeteſt tempers have expe

rienced fome ſhort fits of them, and have felt how un

eafy theſe moments paſs. Where fuch paffions are

high and laſting, degenerating into rancour and ſtated

malice and envy, the mifery muſt be very great : no

wonder then that the removal of it fhould give at firſt

a confiderable pleaſure. The miſery is removedby the

fufferings ofthe perfon hated or envied . But this tur

bulentjoy, even while it lafts , is not to be compared

with the ſweet fympathetickjoys, the fenfe ofmerited

love and eſteem , or the felf-approbation of forgiving,

where no publick intereft requires puniſhing. And

then this ill-natured joy foon ceaſes after the paffion

is fated, as the miſery ofthe moſt hated object cannot

VOL. I. S
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BOOK I. pleaſe us long ; nor is it ever the object ofapprobation,

either in ourſelves or others, upon reflection ; nay ' tis

generally fucceeded by remorſe, regret, and ſorrow.

The calm mind can have no pleaſure in the miſery

of another, tho' it may acquiefce in fuch fufferings as

a publick intereſt requires. We cannot wiſh to pro

longvengeance but uponfome notion ofrepeated acts

of unrelenting wickednefs ; or from fome remains of

the preceeding fear with which we were tormented.

And this fhews one reafon why " the brave are not

" cruel." The pleaſures then of this ill-natured kind

are to the calm joys of humanity, as the flaking the

burning thirſt ofa fever, or the ſating a gnawing dif

eaſed ſtomach, to the enjoyment ofgrateful food with

an healthy and vigorous appetite.

Ourmoral fenfe

values affections

XII. We may obſerve concerning theſe ſeveral en

and erjoyments joyments , that with the moſt benign counſel our

in proportion to minds are fo conftituted that we value them upon

their tendency to

the generalgood.calm reflection in proportion to their importance to

the happineſs ofthe whole fyſtem . Theſe which only

regard the fafety and animal gratifications ofthe indi

vidual are felt to be the meaneft; fuch as may be of

more extenſive uſe, and incite men to be ſerviceable

to others, are naturally more efteemed, and that in

different degrees according to their extent. Thus we

value more the pleaſures of the ingenious arts, and

fuch exerciſes of body or mind as may naturally be

uſeful to many. The partial narrow affections are

lovely and joyful; but ftill the more ſtable and calm

and extenfive, as they are more uſeful, are alſo more
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joyful both in the exerciſe, and in the remembrance, CHAP . 7 .

where there has been any tolerable attention and re

flection. We fee then that the moralfaculty moft ap

proves and recommends fuch difpofitions as tend

moſt to the general good, and at the ſame time ſuch

as may give the nobleſt enjoyments to the agent upon

reflection. And thus the twogrand determinations of

our nature, by a thorough confideration of our con

ftitution, may appear perfectly conſiſtent, and be ge

nerally gratified by the fame means. The fame con

clufion will be confirmed by a compariſon of the feve

ral forts of pain.

forts ofpain com

Bodilypain not

XIII. We come next to compare the feveral forts The feveral

of uneaſineſs, or pain. And firſt it immediately oc- pared.

curs, that the ſeveral forts of pain are not in the exact

proportion of the pleaſures of theſe fenfes . Mere bo-the highest.

dily pleaſure is the loweſt and leaſt intenſe, and yet

bodily pain maybe very violent. But we cannot thence

conclude that it may be the greateſt poſſible mi

ſery, as fome have maintained. In pain, as in plea

fure, the kind is to be regarded as well as the intenſe

neſs. The preſervation of the body required this

ſtrong connection with the foul , and that the fenfati

ons indicating its fufferings fhould be very ſtrong ;

fuch as fometimes wholly to occupy the weakerminds,

making them incapable of any attention to other

things. But the foul finds that it cannot approve the

facrificing its duty to the avoiding ofany bodily pain ;

and that moral evil is ftill fomething worſe. Some

kinds of pain have a quality contrary to that dignity

S 2
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Book I. we mentioned, which makes them the cauſes ofgreat

~ er miſery than any bodily pain, how intenſe foever it

may be. This debafes not the worth of the perſon ;

nor cauſes ſuch an abject ſtate of miſery, as the con

ſciouſneſs ofthe more odious moral evils, which oc

cafion remorſe, and ſelf-abhorrence. We rafhly con

clude otherways from ſeeing perfons of ordinary vir

tue breaking all tyes of affection, duty, and honour,

to avoid tortures ; and betraying their friends and

country under fuch temptations.

But in fuch caſes the higheſt bodily pain is com

pared with fome lower fympathetick pain, in fome

weaker bonds of affection, or with fome lower moral

fpecies ; whereas the higheſt of both forts fhould be

compared to find their importance. One who has no

high ſenſe of virtue betrays his friend, or country, in

fome point not conceived abfolutely neceffary to their

fafety, nor certainly involving them in ruin by the

diſcovery of it ; whereas his tortures are prefent and

unavoidable any other way. The caſes ſhould be put

of men of high virtue, where the point to be extorted

would be certain unavoidable ruin to their friends ,

or country. Brave men in fuch caſes have endured all

tortures ; and fuch as cannot, yet feel they have acted

wrong, and diſapprove their own choice of incurring

moral evil rather than the higheſt pain. There is a

fine machinery of nature here; thatmen of ſmall re

flection who may conceive tortures as the greateſt e

vil, yet fome way expect it as natural conduct, and

highly approve it, that men fhould facrifice what they

The confes of

miftake in this

matter.
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1

take to be their higheſt private intereft, by fuffering Chap. 7.

the greateſt miſery, for a publick good. This con

firms what we faid above of a calm determination to

ward a publick good without any reference to the pri

vate intereſt of the agent, how fublime foever ; and

that this determination fhould controll all others in

our nature.

In the more common cafes, how often do parents,

friends, patriots, endure the higheſt ſufferings to free

others from the like? The direct fenfe ofhunger, toils ,

wounds, and bodily pain, is lighter than the ſympa

thetick with the like fufferings of others. And in

parental affection there is feldom any view to duty,

honour, or compenfation. Some crimes are fo horrid

that many ordinary characters would endure tortures

rather than commit them ; and freely expofe their

lives to avoid the imputation of them.

proper and what .

not .

In the cafes where duty yields to torture ; the pri

vate evil is prefent, certain and fenfible : the publick Whatcafes are

detriment abſent, uncertain, and otherways perhaps

avoidable. The moral turpitude is extenuated by the

greatneſs ofthe temptation, and the effort of the mo

ralfaculty is thus made more languid. Where virtue

conquers pain, the pain appears in its full ftrength ;

but is over-powered, by the generous affection , or the

abhorrence of what is bafe. Put both fenfations in

their full ſtrength without alleviation . Whetherwould

one chufe to commit the worst crimes without fuch

extenuating neceffity, or to be in the condition ofone

1
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Book I. tortured with the gout or ſtone, as feverely as any ty

rant could torture him?

Put cafes, as in fome antient fables ; that, upon

fuch falſe information as nothing but a faulty, paſſi

onate, impetuous, and cruel temper could have enter

tained, one had tortured to death a perſon unknown,

who is afterwards found to have been his tender pa

rent, his dutiful fon, or his generous friend, or affec

tionate brother; what bodily pain could equal the re

morſe and ſympathetick forrowwhich muſt ariſe? and

yet here the guilt is alleviated by ignorance. When

men have thrown away their own lives from remorſe,

the crimes have generally flowed from ignorance, in

advertence, or ſome furious paffion ; all which are fome

alleviation of guilt. What muſt the torment have

been had men knowingly, and unprovoked, commit

ted the like crimes, and foon after recovered a ſenſe

ofvirtue? But 'tis hard to find inftances offuch guilt;

as our nature is fcarce capable of it, or if it is, the

moralfenfe is irrecoverable.

Take the fympathetick ſenſe alone. Where is the

great difference, in point of mifery, between enduring

tortures, and beholding the tortures of a beloved or

only child, or of a tender parent; or beholding them

fubjected to fomething more ignominious ? Would to

God Ihad dyedfor thee, is no feigned wiſh on fuch

occafions.

In confidering the ſtate of ſuch as are dear to us,

moral evil appears always fuperior to bodily pain,

[

1
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Who couldwiſhafon or friend to be rather funk irre- CHAP. 7.

coverably in all vice and bafenefs offoul, but free from

pain, and abounding with fenfual pleaſures ; than ex

pofed to the greateſt tortures in fome act of heroiſm,

with a lively ſenſe of integrity and ſelf-eſteem, and the

fympathetick joys in the profperity of every intereſt

that is dear to him?

The natural ſtrength of the human mind in reſi

fting pain would appear much greater, were it not for

the terrors of death which generally attend the ſeve

rer kinds ofit. Remove this fear, and the foul can

bearit much eaſier. In fome diverfions, and in the ac

cidents which attend them, where there is no fear of

any thing fatal, men without dejection of mind, nay

fometimes with gayety, can bear very acute pain, and

deſpiſe it.*

Pain in the extremities of the body may be very Bodilypainmay

lafting. But all bodily pain differs in this from morale very laſting,

feelings, that it leaves no fenfe of evil when the un

eaſy ſenſation ceaſes. The reflection on it is rather

pleaſant than uneafy, when there is no fear of its re

turning. The foul is often bettered by it, as experi

ence gives it more ſtrength and fortitude. Where

pain was endured in any honourable cauſe, it always

remains matter of joy and glorying.

wereceive
XIV. Our higher ſenſes by which we receive they the imagi

pleaſures ofthe imagination, admit far lefs pain than

pleaſure, ifthe mind is under good difcipline. Bodily'

deformity or diſtortion may be very uneafy to the per

* Onthis fubject many noble ſentiments are to be found in Cicero's Tufculan. I. ii..

more pleasure

than pain.



144 A COMPARISON ofthe

!19 .

Book I. fon who is fo unfortunate ; and ſo may meanneſs, or

the want of the decencies and elegancies of life, to

ſuch as have high defires and notions of happineſs in

fuch things. But there is no uneafy craving, as in the

appetites, previous to theſe imaginations ofgreatgood

in the objects ; and the correcting of theſe imaginati

ons may remove all the pain, eſpecially where nobler

enjoyments compenfate the want of theſe pleaſures.

And then beauty, harmony, and ingenious works of

art, and true imitation of every kind, without any pro

perty in the external objects , give pretty high poſitive

pleaſures ; whereas the deformity of external objects ,

diffonance, bad imitations, or rude works ofart, give

no other painthan that triflingfort from a diſappoint

ment ofexpectation in a matter ofno neceflity in life.

Knowledge is attended with exquiſite pleaſure ; but

the want ofit only occafions pain where there is an

high deſire and admiration of it, or a fear of fhame

for the want ofit. The uneafineſs even to an inflamed

imagination from the want of the grandeur and ele

gance of life is generally lighter than bodily pain, or

the ſympathetick, or the fenfe of moral turpitude and

infamy; and 'tis wife and juſt that it ſhould be fo, as

thefe other fenfes are intended to guard mankind a

gainst evils more pernicious to the ſyſtem. If men ex

pofe fometimes their friends, families, and country,

to many evils by immoderate expences on grandeur

and elegance ; the diſtant miſeries of others are un

expected, or not attended to : there are hopes of new

friends, of ſupport, of profitable employments by the
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friendſhip of the great, the approaching evils are not CHAP. 7 .

apprehended, and the guilt is unobferved .

tick and moral
XV. Theſympathetick, and moral pain of remorfe, The fympathe

and infamy, are the higheſt our nature admits, as pains the bigle?

their oppoſite joys are the higheſt: they can make life all.

quite intolerable. The miſery of one beloved , while

it continues and is attended to, is inceffant pain to

the obferver. When it ceaſes by death, the painful

remembrance long furvives in an affectionate heart ;

till buſineſs diverts the thoughts, or deep reflection

fuggefts confolations. The fure refuge in ſuch caſes

is to a good providence, and that future happineſs pro

vided for all worthy objects of kind affections .

Why we are

fights.

'Tis vain to alledge that all fympathy carries with

it pleaſure ſuperior to the pain. We fhould not thenproneto tragical

incline to change the ftate of the object. 'Tis true we

are prone to run to fpectacles of mifery, and are fond

of tragedies : and yet mifery alone obferved is the

cauſe ofmifery only. But there is a natural impulſe,

implanted for the kindeſt reaſons, forcing us to fuch

fpectacles of mifery, which generally brings relief to

the fufferers. And we can reſtrain this impulſe where

we foreſee that it can do no good. Let none be fur

priſed at fuch impulfes where no pleaſure is in view, or

any removal of our own pain : do not we obſerve af

ter the death of a dear friend, when we can ſerve him

no more, nor enjoy any fympathetick pleaſures with

him, the tormenting thoughts of his dying agonies

and groans are for many weeks, and months, and

years recurring to our minds. Our many efforts to

VOL. I. T
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Book I. baniſh the painful uſeleſs thoughts are long ineffec

tual. When theſe efforts are repeated frequently and

vigorously, they may at laſt baniſh them ; but when

we intermit our watch they return again and torment

us. Can that ſenſation have ſuperior pleaſure which

upon reflection we ſhun to retain, and guard againſt

as a torment ; which in tenderer conftitutions turns

into bodily fickneſs ?

In tragedy there is a lively imitation of manners,

of heroick virtues, ſtruggling againſt fortune ; and

noble fentiments and affections are expreffed. Our

fympathetick feelings indeed of every kind are exer

cifed; and compaſſion and terror are gently raiſed up

on diftreffes which we know are feigned. Can onefay

that terror has fuperior pleaſure in it ; and yet we

ſometimes court ſuch ſtories as terrify ourſelves. But

when the imitations by fculpture, painting, and mu

fick, pleaſe us ſo much that we can bear toil and hun

ger, in prolonging the entertainment ; what wonder

is it that fuch noble imitations of manners delight

us, notwithſtanding the gentle uneafineſs of ſympa

thy with imaginary fufferings ? what pleaſure is there

in an infirmary or lazar-houſe, and in hearing real

groans, where there is abundant matter of compaffi

on, but without fuch virtues difcovered? fhould one

forget that the diftreffes in tragedy are feigned, his

pain will increafe ; but the lovely virtues and noble

fentiments affect the mind with the higher pleaſure.

Remorfe
may be the higheſt torment, and make

greatestandno life and all its enjoyments hateful. "Tis not like ex

Remorse the

laftingtorment.

The delightsin

tragedy.
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ternal fenfations referred to a body, a material fyf- CHAP. 7.

tem, indicating its diforders, but not abating that

inward worth for which a man eſteems himſelf or

his friend. We feem confcious that the body is not

the perfon, theſelfwe eſteem ; and that its diſorders

or decays ofany kind do not abate the excellence or

worth of a rational active being. Moral evil we feel

to be the immediate baſeneſs of this felf. It makes

our inmoſt nature odious and diſtaſteful to ourſelves,

and to all who know it.

Theſe feelings are not tranfitory ; the remembrance

is always tormenting. They are lefs acute while the

unfated paſſion continues impetuous : their violence

appears when the crime is committed. Theygnaw

the foul a long time, nor ceaſe unleſs habit brings on

a ftupor on this power, and men become abandoned

to every thing that is bad. And even here any confi

derable adverfity or danger, which checks a while the

vicious paſſions, may revive the moralprinciple, and

renew the torment.

mifery.
XVI. Infamy and reproach when they justly be- Infamy a great

fal us, are a great mifery. But when we unjuſtlyfuf

fer this way, while our own hearts approve our con

duct, the fuffering is much lighter, and we may have

many ſtrong ſupports under it. The evil in this latter

cafe is lefs durable ; as the truth often breaks out beyond

expectation. The omniſcient God knows we are in

* Quumfcelus admittuntfupereft conftantia. Quidfas

Atque nefas, tandem incipiuntfentire, peractis

Criminibus. Juv. Sat. 13 .

T 2
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Book I. jured, and the wiſer part of men with whom we have

to do will fooner or later diſcern our innocenec, and

we are fure of their compaffionate regards. Reproach

however is generally a greater evil and more afflicting

than moſt of the bodily pains, and may be pretty laſt

ing. It over-balances all fenfual pleaſures with fuch

as are not abandoned : to repel it many would facri

fice their all, and many have hazarded even life itſelf.

After this impartial enquiry into our ſeveral forts

of pleaſures and pains, how unnatural muſt that ac

count of the fupreme good and evil given by the old

Cyrenaicks andEpicureans, and byfome moderns like

wife, appear, which places the origin of both in the

bodily ſenſations, and refers both ultimately to them.

CHAP. VIII.

A Comparison of the feveral TEMPERS and CHA

RACTERS, in point ofHAPPINESS, or MISERY.

THE

'HE grounds of ſuſpecting a great oppofition be

tween one's private intereft and the indulging

of the focial affections in all generous offices of virtue,

may be pretty well removed by what is already ſaid of

the high enjoyments of the ſympathetick and moral

kinds. But the unreaſonableneſs of all fuch fufpici

ons will further appear by conſidering which of the

feveral fets of affections conftituting the various cha

racters of men, are of themſelves the ſweeteſt enjoy

ment, the moſt eaſy and ferene ſtate of mind.
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All our affecti

As all the fenfes and affections above-mentioned CHAP. 8.

are parts of our inward fabrick, fo each of them have

their natural uſe either to the animal itſelf, or to theons are usefulin

ſyſtem of which it is a part. Moral goodneſs indeed thefyftem .

confifts principally in the focial and kind affections

carrying us out beyond ourſelves. But there is a natu

ral fubferviency of the private or ſelfiſh affections,

while they are kept within certain bounds, not only

to the good ofthe individual, but to that of the fyf

tem ; nor is any one compleat in his kind without

them. And as the happineſs of a ſyſtem reſults from

that of the individuals , ' tis neceffary to it, that each

one have the ſelfiſh affections in that degree which his

beſt ſtate requires, confiftently with his moſt effectual

fervices to the publick.

tution of a spe
The moſt benign and wife conftitution of a ratio- The best confti

nal ſyſtem is that in which the degree of felfifh affec- cies.

tion moſt uſeful to the individual is confiftent with

the intereſt of the fyftem ; and where the degree ofge

nerous affections moſt uſeful to the ſyſtem is ordina

rily confiftent with or fubfervient to the greateſt hap

pineſs of the individual . A mean low fpecies may in

deed be wholly fubjected to the intereſts of a fuperior

fpecies, and have affections folely calculated for theſe

higher intereſts . But in the more noble ſyſtems it

would be a blemish if in fact there was an eſtabliſhed

inconfiftence between the two grand ends to each rati

onal being, perfonal enjoyment and publick happineſs ,

and in confequence , an irreconcilable variance be

tween the affections deftined for the purſuit of them.
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Book I. None ofour affections can be called abfolutely evil,

~in
in every degree ; and yet a certain high degree, beyond

feltion abfolute the proportion ofthe reft, even in ſome of our gene

Nonaturalaf.

ly evil.

rous affections, may be vicious, or at leaſt a great im

perfection, detrimental both to the individual and the

ſyſtem. At the ſame time the greateſt ſtrength ofany

one kind is not of itſelf neceffarily evil : nay it may be

innocent, if the other affections have a ftrength pro

portioned to this kind, and to the dignity oftheirfeve

ral natures, and of the purpoſes for which they were

implanted. But where the mind is not capacious e

nough to contain this high degree of other affections,

any one of the ſelfiſh, and many of the generous,

may be exceſſive. The calm extenſive good-will, the

defire of moral excellence, the love of God, and re

fignation to his will, can never exceed : as they exclude

not any partial good affection as far as it is uſeful ,

nor any juſt regard to private good . But the more

confined affections even of the generous fort may ex

ceed their due proportion, and exclude or over-power

other affections of a better fort : as we often fee in pa

rental love, pity, party-zeal, &c. The moral turpi

tude conſiſts , not in the ſtrength of theſe affections,

but in the weaknefs of the more extenfive ones in pro

portion to their dignity and fuperior uſe.

'Tis ftill more evident that the felfifh affections

maybe exceffive and vicious. But it ought alfo to be

obferved that there may be a degree of them too low

and defective with refpect to the intention of nature.

If a creature expofed to dangers, and yet neither ar

The evilconfifts

in want of pro

portion.
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med by nature or art, were fearleſs, and had no con- CHAP. 8.

cern for its own fafety in its fervices to others ; wel

do not count this temper vicious, but ' tis manifeſtly

imperfect, hurtful to the individual, and uſeleſs to the

ſyſtem. In the lower orders we difcern the wife oeco

nomy of nature giving courage to the males along

with their fuperior ftrength or armour, and denying it

to the females,unleſs where the defence of their young

requires it. Strong focial paſſions, little ſelf-regard,

with ardent defires of honour, in men of very ſmall

abilities, would be an exceſs on one hand, or a defect

on the other. The fame generous ardours in men of

great abilities, with proportional caution, would be

uſeful and well proportioned : fuch focial affections

and reliſhes for fome fine enjoyments of the imagina

tion, as fit eaſy in fome characters, and exclude no du

ties of life, might to others occafion uſeleſs mifery,.

and ſtarve all their other parts or faculties .

to

are the most ad

II. Now as we fhewed the focial and moral enjoy- ocial and

ments, with thoſe of honour, to be the higheſt ; wemoralenjoyments

fhall brieflyfhew that the affections purfuing thofe ob- vantageous ;

jects with which theſe enjoyments are connected, when

they are all kept in due proportion to their dignity

and uſe in the fyftem, are the moſt advantageous and

eafy to the individual ; and that the felfifh affections

when they are too ftrong and inconfiftent with the

generous, are hurtful to the individual.

they are capable

Our nature is fufceptible of fuch ardour toward

moral and focial enjoyments as generally to be able to of the greatest

furmount all other defires, and make men deſpiſe all

trength.

K
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Book I. bodily pleaſure or pain. We fee inftances not only

among the civilized, or where notions of virtue are

ftrengthened by a finer education, but even among

rude barbarians and robbers. From a point ofhonour,

from gratitude, from zeal to a clan, or refentment of

wrongs done to it, they can joyfully embrace all hard

fhips, and defy death and torments.

pleaſure.

Moral diftur. On the other hand, place one amidſt the greateſt

bancedefroys allaffluence of fenfual enjoyments, but let him feelfome

focial or moral diſturbance from fome diſtreſs of his

friend, ſome danger to his party, or to his character

from the imputation of cowardice, or treachery ; fen

fual pleaſures become nauſeous, and wounds, and

death appear little to him. He fcorns one who tells

him , “ that befall his party, his friend, his character,

" what will, he may ſtill enjoy his ſenſual affluence."

He finds within himſelf fuperior fprings of action,

which are likewiſe fuperior fources of happineſs, or

mifery.

Since then theſe focial and moral enjoyments are

the higheſt; that taſte, thoſe affections, and that courſe

of action which tends to procure a conftant train of

fuch enjoyments, and fecure us from their contraries,

muſt be the natural means of the chief happineſs, and

prefervatives from the deepeſt mifery. Now theſe

higheſt enjoyments are either theſe very affections and

fuitable actions, or the natural concomitants or con

fequences of them.

Social affections

the most joyful.

Have we felt the ſtate of mind under lively affecti

ons oflove, good-will, bounty, gratitude, congratula
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tion? What when we have acted vigorously and fuc- CHAP . 8.

ceſsfully from fuch affections ; ferved a friend, reliev

ed the diſtreſſed , turned forrows into joy and grati

tude, preſerved a country, and made multitudes fafe

and happy? The ſenſe of every man tells him this

ſtate is preferable to all others. The vicious them

ſelves, who ſeem wholly devoted to ſenſuality, yet are

not void offuch affections and fentiments. They have

their friendſhips, their points of honour, and engage

ments to parties, how rafh or capricious foever. Some

delights of this kind, fome focial affections, and im

perfect virtues are their higheſt enjoyments : 'tis * the

general voice of nature that where theſe pleaſures are

excluded there is no happineſs. And as fenfuality can

not fufficiently employ orgratify human nature, affec

tions ofa contrary fort, fullennefs, moroſeneſs, fufpi

cion, and envymuſt ariſe, which are both immediate

mifery, and the fruitful fources ofit, wherever thefo

cial affections are fuppreffed .

But requirebe

Providence

Tho' the tendency of the ſocial affections is to pre

vent mifery, and thus prevent ſympathetick forrows ; lief and truft in

yet when this cannot be effected we muſt neceffarily

feel fome degree of uneaſineſs of this generous fort.

Here we ſhould have recourſe to ſome higher confi

derations, of the wiſdom and goodneſs of the Divine

Providence, of the duty and the moral excellence ofan

entire refignation to the fupreme wiſdom and good

nefs, and of the firm grounds of hope thence arifing,

that fuch evils as our beſt efforts cannot prevent, are

* Cicerode Amicit. 1. 23. and often elſewhere.

UVOL. I.

T
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BOOK I. deftined by our univerfal Parent for the beſt purpoſes.

Upon lefs prefumptions than theſe our fympathetick

fufferings are often alleviated ; when we have probable

hopes that what at preſent moves our compaffion is

fubfervient to fome fuperior future intereft of thoſe

we love. This truft and refignation, with hope, upon

a firm perfuafion of the divine goodneſs, ſhould be

maintained by frequent meditation in ſuch ſtrength

and vigour as to control! all narrower affections, and

fupport the foul under the focial diftreffes occafioned

bythem. Ofthis hereafter.

Reftrainingthe

focial affections

burtful.

To root out or abate the focial affections, if it

immoral and would prevent or abate our focial forrows, muſt alſo

deſtroy or abate proportionably all our focial and moſt

of our moral joys. The abatement of even the nar

rower affections is rather a detriment to the human

character. The moſt natural and perfect ftate which

our minds at preſent ſeem capable of, is that where

all the natural affections, defires and fenfes are pre

ferved vigorous, in proportion to the dignity of the

object they purfue ; ſo that the inferior are ſtill kept

under the reſtraint of the ſuperior, and never allowed

to defeat the end for which God intended them ; or

to controll either of the two grand determinations of

our fouls toward the happinefs and perfection of the

individual, and that of the ſyſtem.

III. The feveral unkind affections and paſſions, 'tis:

All the unkind

afections uneasy.plain, are originally uneafy. Nature clearly ſhows that

theyſhould not be the ordinary ſtate ofthe mind. The

very degrees of them which are innocent, nay necef
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fary to the ſyſtem, are attended with uneafy fenfati- CHAP. 8.

ons, and little approbation can for any length of time

accompany them. Such is anger, even in that degree

which is neceffary for defending ourſelves or our

friends, and repelling injuries : fuch is that deliberate

reſentment againſt the infolent and injurious, which

aims at no more puniſhment than the fafety of focie

ty requires : fuch that honeſt indignation againſt men

advanced far above their merit. Theſe all are uneafy

affections ; and there is little lovely in them. Thefame

is true of that ſelfiſh defire of being fuperior to o

thers, or the emulation or ſtrong defire of eminence

in fome valuable qualities. This affection may be in

nocent, and is an uſeful ſpur to fome tempers ; but

'tis generally uneaſy ; and there is no moral beauty

which the heart can calmly approve of this fondneſs

offurpaſſing upon compariſon.

Befide the uneafinefs which attends theſe paſſions,

'tis plain they naturally tend to make fuch changes

upon their objects, as ſhall put an end to themſelves ,

and raiſe contrary motions of regret and pity ; when

the objects are fo depreffed that we ceafe to fear evil

from them, or are brought into an hearty repentance

for any thing in them vicious or injurious : whereas the

kind affections which we conſtantly approve, aim at

fuch ends as remain delightful , and prolong and

ſtrengthen the affections. Good-will, and pity, aim at

the happineſs of their objects, and this, when obtain

ed, is matter of permanent delight to the
agent: and

fuch offices done to worthy objects increaſe our love

U 2

fient emotions.

1
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Book I. to them. This fhews that the former fet of affections

are deſtined by nature to be only tranfient occafional

emotions ; but the latter to be the ftable permanent

difpofitions of foul.

We have ſtated names for the exceffes of thefe

unkind paſſions, or when they ariſe without juſt or

proportional cauſes, and are habitual; to wit, malice,

revenge, envy, ambition or pride. But wehave no fuch

fettled names for the innocent degrees. Hence fome

have too rafhly imagined that fome ofour natural paf

fions are abfolutely evil in all degrees.

But theſe unkind paffions, thus uneafy even while

innocent, were implanted partly for the intereſt of

the individual, and partly for that of the fyftem. As

the external ſenſes by grateful perceptions point out

the fafe ftate of the body, and the ordinary enjoy

ments, to the individual ; and roufe him on the other

hand by uneaſy ſenſations occafionally, to ward off

what is deftructive : fo the moralfaculty in a like fub

ferviency to the publick, recommends to the agent,

and to every obſerver too, by a grateful approbation,

all kind affections and actions ; and on the other hand

by an uneafy reluctance and remorſe deters the agent

from ſuch affections as are pernicious to the ſyſtem ;

and by the uneafy impulfes of anger and indignation

rouſes every obſerver to oppoſe his deſigns.

Theſe not abfo

lutely evil in all

degrees.

Notintendedby Thefe paffions of anger, refentment and indigna

ature as perma-tion even while they are innocent, or uſeful, are un
xent difpofitions.

eafy: and this, as well as the foregoing obfervation,

fhews that they never were deftined to be the ordi
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nary permanent difpofitions of the foul : theyſhould CHAP. 8.

only ariſe occaſionally, when ſomething pernicious to

the individual or the ſyſtem muſt be repelled. They

are a fort of ungrateful medicines for diſorders , and

not the natural food : they were implanted to repell

injuries, and fo far only as they are thus employed can

they be deemed innocent. Now as a fenfe or appetite

is depraved in an individual, which loaths its natural

food, or craves what is not nouriſhing; as the organs

of feeling muſt be diſordered and fickly when they

are pained with the falutary air, or neceffary cloath

ing; furely that temper of mind muſt be as much de

praved, where anger ariſes without hurt or injury re

ceived ; or averfion and hatred, where there is no mo

ral evil in the object ; or envy uponthe ſucceſs ofme

rit; or ill-will toward any innocent part of a ſyſtem

formed for, and preferved by, a focial life, and an in

tercourfe of good offices.

"Tis therefore our intereft to examine well the me

rit ofperfons and cauſes, and to keep a ſtrict rein over

the unkind paſſions, which are uneafy while innocent ;

and fo apt to exceed, that even in their moderate de

grees they look fo like fomething evil that they are

little approved. The calmer affections ofthe foul to

ward the good either of the individual or the ſyſtem,

are more generally effectual than the turbulent paffi

ons, whatever uſe theſe paffions may have in minds

not enured to reflection. 'Tis defireable therefore to

have our lives committed to theſe ſafer conductors,

and to have an habitual caution againſt all violent
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Book I. commotions ofthe unkind fort, as what are frequent

mly dangerous.

incident to our

twoforts;

Imperfections IV. If the focial affections are in themſelves and

kind affections oftheir confequents the nobleſt enjoyments, 'tis plain

the calm and extenſive are the beſt of that kind, when

they are in their full vigour, and enjoy their natural

authority to direct or reſtrain the ſeveral narrower af

fections.

mot offullex

tent,

Two imperfections are incident to our kind affec

tions ; one when they extend only to a part, and yet

without any bad difpofitions toward any
other part ;

the other is, where in the courſe of the operation of

ftrong kind partial affections towards fome, unkind

and mischievous affections are apt to be excited to

wards others.

In the firſt cafe, Men of fmaller reflection mayne

verform that moſt diffuſed calm purpoſe or defire of

good to all, which is the higheſt moral excellence ;

and yet have friendly difpofitions as far as their views

and ſphere of action extend, without ill-will to any.

This temper is very excellent, nor can more be expec

ted from the generality ofmankind : nor is more need

ful; as very few can have power to do the most exten

five fervices. "Tis no unjuſt partiality, when men ge

nerally follow the ſtronger tyes of nature, or bonds

ofgratitude, orthe motions of hearty eſteem toward

their worthyfriends ; provided they neglect no fuch of

fices as occur toward others, and can reſtrain theſe

narrower affections when oppofite to any more exten

five intereſt which they diſcover.



thefeveral TEMPERS. 159

The dangerous partiality is when there are ftrong CHAP. 8.

affections to afew, without any regards to other parts

of the fyftem equally valuable which are within the

compaſs of our knowledge and ſphere of action ; or,

perhaps, malicious difpofitions toward them without

natural caufes,orquitebeyond the proportion ofthem,

or any fubferviency to a publick intereft. Theſe fo

cial tho' partial affections are often occafions of plea

fure ; but the averfions may create as great uneaſineſs.

Whenthe kind affections are thus capricioufly placed,

there is little merit in them ; they muſt be inconftant,

and the ſelf-approbation muſt vaniſh upon reflection.

The object now admired may preſently be diſliked,

and abhorred, by the fame capricioufnefs which made

it agreeable. In theſe partial affections there is lefs

participation ofjoy; and what merit is in love without

a proportioned caufe? what fatisfaction in returns of

love from favourites injudiciouſly choſen? whereas the

univerfal good-will, and even the limited affections u

pon natural cauſes , which exclude no juſt affection to

ward others, muſt be full of joy, and give the con

ſciouſneſs of meriting well from all ; as fuch affections

are fubfervient to the good of all.

or unjustly par

tial.

grounded averfi
The unjuſt averfions from an erroneous confcience Danger ofill

and falfe notions of religion and virtue formed byens.

fuperftition and wrong education, muft lead into in

numerable inconfiftences. If men do not baniſh all

reflection there muſt be grievous remorfe and inward

diſpleaſure a bigot, a perfecutor, a robber, with a

fort of confcience of duty to his party or his ſyſtem

:
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Book I. of opinions , oppofing natural compaffion and the

plaineft dictates of juſtice, can have but poor narrow

fatisfactions. What are fervices to a party or cauſe

where we have no juſt perſuaſion of its worth, and in

oppofition to the intereft of many others ? What in

pleafing a Demon of whoſe moral perfections we can

have no juft or conſiſtent notion? The ſtruggles muſt

be terrible between all the principles of humanity and

this falſe conſcience. Reflection muſt ever raiſe tor

turingfufpicions that all is wrong. All ſtable ſatisfac

tion muſt be loft ; or they muſt baniſh reaſon and in

quiry.

Upon a falfe point of honour one kills a friend.

Compaffion and remorfe immediately fucceed. In per

fecution too, or cruelty from any party-zeal, may not

the remonstrances of the fufferers, the talk of the

world, or ofthe perfecuted party, raiſe inward horrors

and remorse, where they are often boldly denied ?

What is it to offend multitudes, and to be abhorred

by them? How hard is it to juſtify any conduct op

pofite to humanity? What may our condition be in

cooler years, when our preſent ambition and party

fpirit may abate, and we fhall fee our conduct to have

been full of guilt and cruelty toward the innocent ;

and offenfive to God and all wife men ? A good

mind will never think it can be too cautious againſt

anyſuch ſuperſtitions, or party-prejudices, as may im

bitter it againſt any of its fellow creatures .

The felfish paf

fions when too
V. We next confider the temper where any or all

ong are mife-the felfish paſſions are too violent. They are chiefly
rable.

1
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thefe, the love of life, and offenfualpleaſure, the de- CHAP. 8 .

fire of intereft, or of the means of pleafure and the

conveniencies oflife,defire ofpower, ofglory, and cafe.

Of all theſe there is a moderate degree, confiftent

with focial affections in their full ftrength. But, as

we fhewed above, that the good, the happineſs aimed

at by them, is inferior to that arifing from the focial

affections ; they ought therefore to yield to them and

to the purſuits of virtue. When they are beyond their

proportion they are called cowardice or pufilanimity,

luxury or voluptuoufneſs, avarice, ambition, vanity,

foth.

life.

Love of life beyond a certain degree is a great un- Thus love of

happineſs. Life in many cafes is not worth retaining ;

and to preſerve it on certain terms may be too dear

a purchaſe. Death doubtleſs in many circumftances

becomes an event earneſtly to be longed for by the

perfon himſelf; and others may wish for it as a joyful

releaſe to their deareſt friends, whilſt they ſtudiouſly

decline what others fee is eligible. The love of life

makes fome act againſt their own intereſt as enemies

to themſelves. The dread of death often defeats its

own end, betraying to dangers inſtead of repelling

them, and taking away that prefence of mind which

in the courageous finds out the means of fafety.

Thevery paffion itſelf is mifery; to feel cowardice

and to be haunted with perpetual horrors. None live

free from danger. The moft athletick conftitutions

are not fecured againſt acute diftempers. The dread of

death will poifon all parts oflife and all enjoyments,

VOL. I. X
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Book I. evenin the moſtfortunate circumſtances : it will force

men on fome occafions into the meaneft conduct, and

make the heart ſuch a wretched fight that we ſhall

never endure to look into it ; when for life, which is

an uncertain enjoyment at beſt, and muſt be parted

with at laſt, we have loft every thing generous and a

miable which could make it worth retaining.

VI. The paffions of fenfuality, as we fhewed above,

purfue the meaneft enjoyments, and where they en

grofs the man they make the moſt deſpicable charac

ter. There is nothing in the enjoyments which we can

like upon reflection. Nay it requires a long habit to re

ſtrain a natural ſenſe of ſhame when we are keenlyſet

upon fuch gratifications. Moral ideas muſt be joined

in our imaginations to make the indulgence appear

reputable, and to avoid the uneafy checks ofthat* na

tural modesty which is defigned to reſtrain theſe mean

defires.

High fenfuality

is miferable.

Where paſſions of this fort are immoderate, the ef

fects are moſt pernicious. Theyimpair the health of

body and mind; and exclude all manly improvement:

the waſte of time, the effeminacy, and floth, and a

thouſand diſorderlypaffions , breakthe natural ſtrength

of the foul, and the reins of felf-government. Thede

triment to fociety from the extravagancies of the a

morous kind ; the bitter miſeries occafioned in the

deareſt relations of life ; the diftrefs and infamy this

* Humiliorum appetituum moderatorpu- |

dor, is the pretty expreſſion ofCicero . The

word is indeed often taken more exten

fively for our moralfenfe ; and aids is uſed

in the fame extent by the Greeks .
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treacherous love expoſes its object to, muſt be obvi- CHAP. 8.

ous to the flighteſt attention ; and muſt give the moſt

bitter remorse, where any ſenſe of virtue or humanity

remains ; not to mention the waſte this paſſion makes

in the honeſty, ingenuity, and modeſty of ournature.

Muft it not then be contrary to our intereſt to have

fuch paffions violent?

wretchedpaffion

VII. As wealth may be uſeful in gratifying any of Avarice •

our defires, may promote the good of the individual,

or be a fund for offices of humanity, ' tis no wonder

that it isverygenerally purſued by fuch as extend their

views beyond the prefent moment. A moderate de

fire of it is innocent, and wife, and fubfervient to the

beſt purpoſes : and the poffeffion is moſt joyful to fuch

as refer it to the purpoſes of humanity and virtue. But

when the defire is violent, and referred only to ſelfiſh

purpoſes ; or, by fome confuſed notions of dignity and

power, terminating almoft only upon mere increaſe of

poffeffions ; the temper is as wretched as it is unrea

ſonable, more oppreffive to the heart where it refides

than it can be to its neighbours. The natural defires

are eaſily ſatisfied. Frugality and temperance with

ſmall expence may equal in pleaſure the higheſt luxu

ry. The thirſt for wealth without reference to plea

fure or offices of liberality, is an eager, inſatiable, reſt

leſs, joyleſs craving. Such as entertain high proſpects

of dignity and happineſs fecured to their poſterity by

their acquifitions, frequently by their example and

inftruction root out as far as they can everyjoyful and

honourable difpofition out of their minds ; and when

H

X 2
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BOOK I. the ungainly leffon has not its effect, the deformed

example prefented to their poſterity tempts them in

to the oppofite extreme : and the hope of lazy opu

lence and luxury quenches all ardour for improve

ment in the honourable arts of life, and encourages

every diffolute inclination.

Thefame things maybe faid ofthe defires ofpower

and ofglory. A moderate degree is innocent and uſe

ful ; but when they grow too violent they are reſtleſs

and uneafy to the individual, and often pernicious to

fociety, and generally break through the moſt facred

tyes of duty and humanity, and ruin every good dif

pofition of heart. To defire reputation for integrity

and moral worth is natural to every good temper ; and

it excites men to be what they defire to be reputed,

which is the ſhorteſt way to true glory. Nay the de

fire of eminence in valuable abilities, while it is mo

derate, is uſeful in our conftitution and innocent. But

it may grow fo violent as to be a perpetual torment,

and the fource of the vileft and moft wretched paffi

ons. All fuperior merit will then raiſe envy, and ill

will, and an humour of detraction . The mind will

grow reſtleſs , violent, jealous , captious, eafily pro

voked, incapable of bearing the leaſt neglect, uneafy

to all , and diſliked by all . No paffion can more de

feat its end than vanity; as nothing is more odious

and contemptible than arrogance, nothing more love

ly than its oppofite, modefty and humility.

VIII. The moſt oppofite temper to ambition is the

love of cafe. This too while moderate is innocent and

Ambition is mi

ferable.

Sloth and indo

lencemiferable.
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ufeful, as the defire of fleep when one is weary. But CHAP. 8.

when it turns to habitual floth, not yielding to the fo-m

cial affections, and declining all laborious offices , it

muſt deſtroy all true worth, all focial enjoyment, ſenſe

of merit, and hopes of efteem. The languid fickly

ſtate of a body uncapable of exerciſe appears in the

complexion and weak appetites ; a worſe diſorder ſei

zes the mind that wants its natural exercife in thefo

cial offices of life. It muſt have tedious hours , be ſuſ

picious of contempt, jealous, and impotent in every

paffion. The effects upon intereft are obvious. The

indolent are expofed to all inconvenience and perple

xity in their buſineſs ; wanting to themſelves in every

thing, and deprived of the aid of others , as they have

merited none from them, and diſcourage all affiſtance

by their own inactivity.

Thus the exceffes of the ſelfiſh paffions are certain

mifery. They make up the character called ſelfiſh,

which is deſpicable and deprived of all the noblerjoys

of life. The temper as it is fhameful runs into fub

tilty of conduct, and a feigned behaviour ; lofes its na

tural ingenuity and candour, and contracts diftruft,

fufpicion and envy. An intereſt ſeparate from our fel

lows is more and more formed every day, and the fo

cial motions fuppreffed . At laft the temper becomes

compleatly wretched and hateful.

whence arifing.

IX. Some extraordinary and rare inftances ofmoft Monßrouspaf

immoderate exceffes of theſe ſelfiſh paffions are in

common ſpeech properly enough termed monftrous

and unnatural, but ſeem to have theſe epithets given

J

4

1
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Book I. them by fome authors, as if they were of a diſtinct

kind ; fuch as when men feem to delight in torments,

or to have an unprovoked defire of infulting, or petu

lancy, unnatural lufts , enormous pride, tyranny and

miſanthropy. Theſe are only exceffes of fome paſſi

ons naturallyimplanted, but raiſed to a prodigious de

gree without a juft cauſe, upon ſome falfe opinions or

confuſed imaginations, and by long indulgence and

frequent irritation. Every one fees this to be the cafe

in monftrous lufts, where the natural paſſion is grown

ungovernable ; and caprice and curioſity oft makemen

try all kinds of indulgences.

Tyranny.

Petulancy and

infolence.

In the fame manner, when the temper from natu

ral conſtitution and other cauſes happens to be favage

and moroſe, and where the mind has been long irri

tated and galled by oppofition or ſome apprehended

injuries, and no thorough reflection intervenes to ftop

the growth of the paſſion, ſurprizing rancour and cru

elty may appear. One may eafily ſuggeſt to him

felf, how long continued ſelf-flattery and ambition,

without any check from reflection, and the frequent

anger arifing from the oppofitions which ambitious

fpirits generally meet with ; and the conftant cauſes

of fufpicion which their own conduct muſt afford,

may make that horrid temper of jealoufy, rage, cru

elty, and oppreſſion of every thing free and virtuous,

which reigns in tyrants.

Confider the affectation of liberty, the anger at

thoſe reſtraints which the diffolute meet with from

the laws of civilized focieties, the abhorrence they ex
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pect from theirfoberer fellow-citizens, and the often- CHAP. 8 .

tation offortitude ; and they will account for that fur

prizing petulancy we meet with in ſome characters.

Civilized nations ofgreat humanity,from falfe con- Savage cruelty.

ceptions of the ſpirit and tempers of the reſt ofman

kind, and from fome abfurd notions of dignity and

pre-eminence in themſelves, have thought them fit

only to be flaves : fome have found fuch entertainment

from the furprizing efforts of art and courage, thatin

ſenſible to the mifery which was every moment obvi

ous to their fight, they accounted it a ſpectacle ofhigh

delight, to behold gladiators putting each other to

death. We all know the notions entertained by the

vulgar concerning all hereticks ; we knowthe pride of

ſchoolmen and many eccleſiaſticks ; how it galls their

infolent vanity that anyman ſhould affume to himſelf

to be wiſer than they in tenets of religion by differing

from them. When this infolent pride is long indul

ged by the enjoyment of power and popular venera

tion, it grows prodigious ; and, it may explain how

fuch men,and their implicite votaries, can behold with

joy the most horrid tortures of men truly innocent,

but dreffed up in all the forms of impiety, and wicked

neſs. "Tis needleſs to explain the original of other

monstrous difpofitions.

As we fhewed already the mifery which attends the

fmaller exceffes of theſe ſelfiſh and ill-natured paſſi

ons ; ' tis plain the more monftrous exceffes muſt be

ftill greater mifery.

We have hitherto confidered what affections of

1
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Book I. mind and what temper toward the enjoyments of this

world, or toward our fellow-creatures, are the natu

ral fources of the higheſt enjoyment. There remains

another object of affection to every rational mind to

be fully confidered , and which, from what already

hath often occurred in our former inquiry, muſt be of

the greateſt importance to our happineſs, viz . the

Deity, the Mind which prefides in the univerſe : and

then we ſhall have in view the fources of all the enjoy

ments our nature is capable of. Our moralfaculty

too finds here its fupreme object ; as it naturally de

termines the mind to eſteem and reverence all moral

excellence, and perceives a duty and moral excellence

in fuch veneration, and in the affections which enfue

upon it.

CHA P. IX.

The DUTIES toward GOD ; and firſt, ofjuſt Sen

timents concerning his NATURE.

OU

UR inquiries on this ſubject are reduced to two

heads ; firft, What are the fentiments concern

ing the Divine Nature? And then, what are the af

fections and worſhip ſuited to theſe fentiments, and

what enjoyment or happineſs they afford to the hu

man mind?

Justfentiments, Previous to our forming juſt ſentiments concern

and for that ing the Deity there muſt be a perfuafion of his exifthere is a Deity. tence. The world has ever agreed that there muſt
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´befome fuperior Mind, or Minds, endued with know- CHAP . 9 .

ledge and great power, prefiding over human af

fairs. Tradition no doubt from race to race has con

tributed ſomething to diffuſe this perfuafion . The

experience of evil from unknown cauſes, the fear of

them, and the defire ofſome further aids againſt them

when all viſible powers have failed, may have excited

fome to this enquiry: the natural enthuſiaſm and ad

miration ariſing when we behold the great and beau

tiful works ofnature has raiſed the curiofity of others

to inquire into the cauſe : and this probably has been

the moſt general motive : but the certainty ofany te

net depends not on the motives of inquiry into it,

but on the validity of the proofs ; and its dignity de

pends upon its importance to happineſs. Vanity or

avarice may have excited fome to the ftudy of Geo

metry; no man on this account will defpife the fcience,

or count it lefs certain or uſeful in life. We fhall

only point out briefly the heads of argument on this

fubject. The whole of natural knowledge or natural

hiſtory, is a collection of evidence on this affair.

Proofs

II. Whitherfoever we turn our eyes or our thoughts, forthe

there occur as great evidences of defign, intention, world.

art, and power, as our imagination can conceive. The

moſt ſtupendous orbs, the greateſt maſſes, moving

in conftant order, with great rapidity : forces and

powers exerted every where, in worlds as large as this

habitation of men : an univerfe large beyond imagi

nation and all our powers of obſervation. But as far

as we can make obfervations, manifeſt footſteps of

VOL. I. Y
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Book I. contrivance and regular deſign appear in the moſt ex

quifite fitneſs of parts for their feveral uſes, and in

mutual connexions and dependances ofthings very di

ftant in place. The earth, were it alone, would be a

ſtupid maſs, inactive and uſeleſs ; but it is enlivened by

the ſun : and 'tis impregnated with innumerable feeds,

which by warmth and moiſture, and the other nutri

tive principles in the earth and air, extend and un

fold their wondrous beautiful parts, and break forth

in innumerable regular forms of different orders,

from the loweſt moſs, to the ſtately oak: and theſe

generally fitted for the nouriſhment or other conve

niences of fuperior orders of beings, endued with

powers of motion, ofſenſe, of reafon.

The animal bodies again difplay new wonders of

art, in their innumerable kinds, by the curious ftruc

tures of their numerous parts, bones, mufcles, mem

branes, nerves, veins, arteries. This wondrous ftruc

ture appearing, not in a few inſtances, but in every

one of the innumerable individuals of each ſpecies ;

fimilar to each other in their ſtructures, and endued

with the feveral powers and inſtincts of the kind, for

their preſervation and the continuance of the ſpecies.

What nice organs to diſtinguiſh, receive, grind, ſwal

low, and digeſt their food ; and to diffuſe the nouriſh

ment to all their parts ! what a variety and nice ſtruc

ture of organs for ſpontaneous motions, fubfervient

to their pleaſure, fupport, or defence !

As all plants produce their curious feeds, many of

them with proper mechaniſm to be diſperſed by the

Fromthefruc

tures of animal

bodies ;

And their pro

pagation.
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winds into their proper places : fo animals are endued CHAP. 9.

with inftincts for the fame purpoſe, a new form ariſes

of the fame kind with the parent-animal ; and, where

'tis neceffary, a falutaryjuice is prepared in the breaſts

or teats of the parent for its nouriſhment : the young

has an inſtinct to apply to the proper fource of its

fupport, and nouriſhment : and the parent by a like

inſtinct is prone to fupply it. A fond care continues

in the parent while the young needs protection, and

the parent can be of uſe to it ; and ceaſes when it is of

no further uſe. And, that nothing may appear fuper

fluous or ill defigned, where the young ofcertain kinds

needs no fuch food or protection from the parent, no

fuch juices are prepared, no fuch inſtinct is implan

ted ; as is the cafe with fome kinds offish, and infects.

a

III. The earth and all its beauties depend on the

fun. 'Tis placed at the moſt convenient diſtance :

confiderably nearer, or more diftant fituation, would

make it a lefs convenient habitation. The eyes ofa

nimals are fitted to the degree of light, and to their

proper occupations , with the moſt admirable art ;

ftronger light would be painful and pernicious, and

fainter would be inconvenient. Their lungs, their

ears, their blood , are fuited to the furrounding air, its

weight, and ordinary motions. This yielding, pref

fing, falutary fluid, is the means of life, of breathing,

of circulation of blood, of voice to communicate de

fires and fentiments, and of gratifying their taſte for

harmony.

Land animals continually need freſh water. Such

Connexion of

Sphere with the
thefun and atmo

earth and ani

mal bodies.

Y 2
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Book I. is the extent of the ocean, itſelf alſo full of inhabi

tants ſuited to that element, fuch the heat ofthe fun,

that vaſt quantities of vapours difencumbered of their

falts are daily raiſed, and float in the air, till grown

too denſe they defcend in fructifying fhowers ; or,

meeting with hills or mountains in their motion, are

condenſed and ſupply fountains and rivers, which af

ter carrying water to great tracts of land, are again

diſcharged into the ocean. Thus all is full of power,

activity and regular motion, wifely and exquifitely a

dapted to the uſes of the living and ſenſible parts of

the creation.

*

No art of men

or other visible IV. The ſeveral claffes ofplants, and animals, owe

agents the causenothing of this wondrous ftructure to any wiſdom ofof things.

their own or their parents ; no art of theirs contrived

the material frame , or the inward fabrick of their

powers and inſtincts, or the conveniencies of theirha

bitation. This immenfe power and wiſdom muft refide

ſomewhere elſe ; in fome other being. Were the world

fuppofed eternal, the argument is thefame. The ef

fects, the evidences of wiſdom, were upon that fup

pofition in all times. In all times therefore wiſdom

and power fuperior to human exiſted in fome other

being. If this admirable frame had a beginning, the

evidence is more manifeft.

Menhave fome power, and make ſome changes : we

can exert our force in making them two ways ; onein

which we have no intention of any particular form or

effect ; as when we throw carelefly any materials out of

our hands ; another, when we deſign ſome end, intend

Two forts of

alion, with, or

without defign.
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fome form, and direct motions for that purpoſe. By CHAP. 9.

the former manner of action ſcarce ever arifes any

thing regular, uniform, or wifely adapted to any pur

pofe: by the other it is that we produce things regu

lar and well adapted. Nowthe forms of nature in ge- Allnaturefiews

neral, the changes and fucceffive appearances in the deſign.

new plants and animals, are manifeftly of this later

fort, regular, uniform, curiouſly adapted, and ſimilar ;

and hence we juſtly conclude an original defigning

wiſdom and power.

Had we any evidence that the power or art which

modified theſe materials refided in themſelves, we

fhould not perhaps recur to a prior cauſe. But

whence that correſpondence, connexion, and fimilari

ty? whence the mutual dependences of the ſeveral

fpecies, and of their individuals, on each other, and of

all of them upon the earth, the atmoſphere, and the

fun ? whence this adapted habitation ? There muſt

have preceded a concert among the feveral intelli

gences of the parts, or there muſt have been one pre

fiding Intelligence. We have no evidence for fuch

wiſdom in the parts themſelves as could have contri

ved their conftitutions : and therefore muſt conclude

that there is a ſuperior all-ruling Mind.

This not refi

rial world.

This Mind muft itſelf befirst and original in na

ture; nor is there any room for the queftion, from dentin the mate

what cauſe did it proceed ? The order of nature ſhews

that wiſdomand power have always exiſted fomewhere;

unleſs at fome period exiſtence could commence with

out a prior caufe; or a being void of all power, thought,
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Book I. and wiſdom, could at a certain period, without the

aid of any powerful or wife being, ſtart into power or

wiſdom ; or a being void ofall power or wiſdom could

convey theſe perfections to others ; all which fuppofi

tions are abfurd. Since then there is evidence for ori

ginal intelligence and power, as high as we could have

upon afuppofition that it exiſted, where fhall we con

clude it refides ? Whether in this vaſt material ſyſtem

is there one intelligence or counſel enlivening and

moving the whole, and modifying fome parts of it

felf into particular intelligences for certain ends, and

ftill governing them from certain affections toward

them, and toward the whole; which was the notion

offome Stoicks, who zealouſly taught many duties of

piety and humanity? or does it refide in a ſpirit, a be

ing fimple and uncompounded, diftinct from all divi

fible, changeable, or moveable fubftance ; which was

the notion ofthe Platonifts ? The grand duties of pi

ety, the foundations of our hopes, and the motives to

virtue, ſubſiſt on either ſcheme ; but that of the Sto

icks is loaded with unfurmountable objections of a

metaphyſical kind.

The moral dif

originalMind.

V. When the exiſtence of original boundleſs art

pofitions of theand power is afcertained, the next point is the moral

character, or the difpofitions of will toward other be

ings capable of happineſs or miſery; which muſt be

the foundation of all piety, and all joy in religion.

That it is bene

volent , as this
Here firſt, if we can any way reafon concerningthe

imports pure original Naturefrom what we feel in our own, or from

any of our notions of excellency or perfection, we

perfection.
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muſt conceive in a Deity fome perceptive power ana- CHAP. 9 .

logous to our moralfenfe, by whichhe may have felf

approbation in certain affections and actions rather

than the contrary. Such a power muſt bring a large

addition ofhappineſs, and that of the nobleſt fort, a

longwith it ; and, in an omnipotent Mind, cannot be

inconſiſtent with any other perfection orfource of en

joyment. The ultimate determinations or affections of

the Divine Being, which can be approved by himſelf,

muft eitherbe that toward his own happineſs ; ora de

fire ofthe greateſt univerſal happineſs ; or a defire ofu

niverſal mifery. Thedefire ofhis own happineſs cannot

be the fole ultimate defire or determination ; becauſe

thedefire ofthe happineſs of other beings diſtinctfrom

himſelf would be another fource of fublime pure hap

pineſs, diſtinctfrom theformer,but perfectly confiftent

with it, in a mind which always has it in its power to

gratify this defire to the utmoſt, without obſtructing

any other fource of happineſs. The approbation and

delight in this kind determination muſt be quite ex

cluded from the Divine Mind, if there is no fuch ori

ginal determination in it. And ' tis inconceivable that

the original Mindcan want anyfource of pure enjoy

ment or happineſs, confiftent with every other fort of

excellence, while yet in other beings formed by the

counfels of that which is original we experience fuch

fources of happineſs.

The ultimate defire of univerſal mifery cannot be

fuppofed the determination approved in the Divinefery

Mind, nor can any fuch affection be conceived as ori

defire of the mi
No ultimate

ofothers.

I

1
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Book I. ginal and effential ; ſince there can be no original ſenſe

or power ofperception correfponding to it in the Di

vine Mind. The Deity muſt have powers perceptive

ofhappineſs immediately. But in that which is origi

nal and omnipotent there can be no ſenſe of miſery,

nor any idea ofit, but what is ſuggeſted by his know

ledge of the perceptive powers he has granted to his

limited creatures, and the laws of fenfation to which

he has fubjected them. That cannot be ſuppoſed the

object of an original defire, the idea of which is not

perceived by fome original faculty of perception im

mediately ſuggeſting it.

Befides, all malevolent difpofitions of will, as they

ſeem to carry along with them fome uneafinefs and

mifery to the mind where they refide, ſo they natural

ly tend to deſtroy their objects, and thus to deſtroy

themſelves. A refolute malice muſt ever be uneafy

while its object ſubſiſts ; and can only find reſt by an

entire removal of it, upon which the affection alſo

ceaſes. Anger tends to inflict fuch mifery on its object

as muſt at laſt produce entire repentance, and thus

remove the moral evil or turpitude which raiſed the

wrathful indignation ; or to bring the object ſo low

that all oppoſition of intereſt muſt ceaſe, and, along

with it, the paſſion raiſed by it. Envy has the fame

tendency, and when its purpoſe is accompliſhed muſt

in like manner ceafe. Whereas all the benevolent dif

pofitions are in their own nature everlaſting, produc

ing happineſs, and delighted with its continuance. Pi

ty tends to remove the miſery of its object ; and thus

•



is BENEVOLENT or GOOD .
177

its own attendant pain is removed ; but the love and CHAP. 9.

good-will remain unabated by this change. 'Tis evi

dent therefore that malevolent difpofitions cannot be

conceived as original in that Mind which is omnipo

tent, the fource of all, and the fovereign diſpoſer of

all : but original good-will, and propenfity to commu

nicate happineſs muſt be its effential permanent im

mutable difpofition .

To fuppofe a determination toward the univerfal

mifery of others to be original in the Divine Mind is

alfo entirely inconfiftent with the conftitution of all

his rational creatures, in whom no fuch determination

is found ; and with that great degree of happineſs we

experience in life . Omnipotence fure would have ef

fectually gratified its defires, by the higheſt univerſal

mifery.

We find in ourſelves that all the ill-will we are ca

pable ofarifes from our weakneſs, when we apprehend

fome damage or injury received , or dread it for the

future ; or find ſome oppofition to our intereſt, or to

the interefts of thoſe we wish well to : in that which

is original, omnipotent, and the cauſe of all exiſtence,

there can neither be weakneſs, nor indigence, nor an

oppofition of its intereſts to thoſe of its workmanſhip.

If theſe more abſtract reaſonings do not fatisfy, let

us confider others more obvious from the effects of

the Divine counſel and power.

the ef

VI. In judging of the defign of any mechaniſm, Proof ofgood

wherewe tolerably underſtand it, wecanalways difcernsofDivine

the natural intention, the proper end or effect of the Power.

VOL. I. 2
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Book I. contrivance ; and diſtinguiſh it from events which may

cafually enfue, or be the neceffary attendants or con

fequents of it, tho' they are no part of the end aimed

at by the contriver. The fineſt ſtatue may hurt one,

by falling on him: the moſt regular and convenient

houſe, muſt obſtruct the inhabitant's profpect of the

heavens and the earth, more than a field does ; and

muſt put him to fome trouble and expence in fuppor

ting it. By the moſt benign and wifely contrived

courfe ofthe fun fome fevere weather muſt happen in

fome places. Some evils may be fo effentially connec

ted with the means of the fupreme good, that Om

nipotence cannot make it attainable to fome beings,

without them. Such evils therefore muſt exiſt in a

If the defign world contrived by perfect Goodneſs. The goodneſs

the effect a fup- therefore of the author of a ſyſtem, in which ſome e

mipity of bapti-vils appear, may be fufficiently proved, if the natural

appearsgoodand

riority

nefs.

deſign of the ſtructure appears to be good and benign,

and the evils only ſuch as muſt enfue upon laws well

calculated for fuperior good. This reaſoning will be

exceedingly confirmed if we find a great fuperiority

ofpleaſure, of happineſs, actually enjoyed by means of

the conſtitution and laws eftabliſhed in nature. Crea

tures who have no immediate intuition of the Crea

tor, nor a compleat knowledge of the whole plan and

all its parts, can expect no better evidence ; nor fhould

they defire it.

Now all the curious mechanifm obferved, has con

fervation of life, pleaſure, happineſs, in fome fpecies

or other, for its natural end. The external fenfes of

The whole con

trivancegood.
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animals recommend things falutary, and reject what CHAP. 9.

is deſtructive : and the finer powers of perception in

like manner recommend to every one what is benefi

cial to the ſyſtem, as well as to the individual; and

naturally raiſe averfion to what is pernicious. The

whole inward conftitution ofthe affections and moral

facultyabove explained , is obviouſly contrived for the

univerfal good, and therefore we only hint at it in this

place. Some kinds of animals are plainly ſubordina

ted to fome others, and the powers and inſtincts of the

fuperior fpecies may be deſtructive to the inferior ; but

they are the means ofgood to the ſpecies inwhich they

refide. The effects of them on the inferior is indeed

the depriving fome of them fooner of their exiſtence ;

but not in a worſe manner than they muſt have loſt

it however in a natural death : nay the fuddennefs of

the violent death, to a creature of no fore-thought,

makes it preferable to the tedious fort we call natu

ral. And many of fuch low kinds muſt have periſhed

as early by want of ſuſtenance, had not nature pro

vided other cauſes more gentle than famine. An ori

ginal malicious being would have exerciſed its art in

proper engines oftorture, in parts formed for no other

purpoſes, in appetites and fenfes leading ordinarily to

what would be uſeleſs or pernicious , even in a mode

rate degree ; in impatient ardours for what gave no

pleaſure or uſe ; in excrefcences uſeleſs for life or ac

tion, but burdenfome and tormenting ; and in af

fections pernicious to fociety, approved by a perverſe

taſte.

1
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BOOK I.

pearances are

Obferve all nature as far as our knowledge extends;

we find the contrivance good. The objections ofthe

Contrary op- Epicureans, and of fome moderns, arofe from their ig

from ignorance norance. The alledged blemiſhes are now known to

be either the unavoidable attendants or confequents

of a ſtructure and of laws fubfervient to advantages

which quite over-ballance theſe inconveniences ; or

fometimes the direct and natural means of obtaining

theſe advantages. The vaft ocean, often reputed bar

ren , we find is a neceffary reſervoir of water for

the uſe of all land animals ; itſelf alfo peopled with

its own tribes, and richly furniſhed for their fubfif

tence, from which too men derive a great fupport.

Themountains are partly uſeful for paſture, for fruits,

and grain ; and partly for procuring rain, fountains,

rivers. Storms arife from fuch cauſes as are moſt ne

ceffary for life, the exhalation of vapours by the fun,

and their motion in the air. The care, attention, and

labour, incumbent on men for their fupport, invigo

rate both the foul and the body : without them the

earth becomes a barren forreſt, but by them becomes

a joyful copious habitation : and they are the natural

caufes of health and fagacity. 'Tis every way our ad

vantage that we have no fuch flothful paradife as the

poets feigned in the golden age."

*

VI. But tho' it be granted that the contrivance na
Why an omni

potent God per- turally tends to good, yet if God be omnipotent, fay
mits any evil.

* Compare the cenfures of Lucretius

on the structure of the earth lib . v. from

line 195 to 236 , with our preſent difco

veries in Natural Philofophy upon theſe

1

fubjects . His brother-poet Virgil, beauti

fully defends Providence upon the labori

ous condition of mankind, 1 Georg. line

120 to 145 .
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fome authors, " why are we made of fuch poor ma- CHAP. 9.

❝terials, that we are often oppreffed with pain during

life ; often tormented by our own paffions, and by

" the injuries of others ? Our frame too at laſt de

"" cays, and we yield our places with great pain to our

"fucceffors of the famefpecies. Why are we offuch

" frail materials ? why this fucceffion of generations ?

why are our minds fo imperfect either as to know

ledge or virtue ? might we not have had too greater

ſtrength of underſtanding, and a better proportion

(6 among our affections?"

66

(6

66

Different orders
In anſwer to theſe arduous queſtions let us confi

der, what is highly probable, that the beft poffible neceffary in the

conftitution of an immenſe fyftem of perceptive be- beß ſyſtem.

ings may neceffarily require a diverfity oforders, fome

higher in perfection and happineſs, and fome lower.

There may be abundant enjoyments to fome orders

ofbeings without focial action . But this we are fure

of from experience, that there are orders of beings .

pretty high in the ſcale, whoſe ſupreme enjoyments

confift in kind affections, and in exerting their powers

in good offices from theſe affections. Nay ' tis impof

fible for us to conceive an higher fort of enjoyment.

Theconſciouſneſs of good-will to others tho' inactive,

is highly delightful ; but there is ſtill a fuperior joy in

exerting this diſpoſition in beneficent actions . What

if this be the fupreme enjoyment in nature, as our

minds feem to feel it is ? This muſt be excluded out

ofnature in a great meaſure, unleſs there be imperfec

tion, indigence, pain, and even moral evil in nature.

1
I

I

1
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Book I. There may be a ſocial congratulation and eſteem a

mong well-difpofed happy beings, in a ſtate of inac

tive joy, without any difficulties. But there can be no

place for action where there is no evil.

Not to mention, what is obvious among men, that
Experience of

evil an

til gives a our fenfe of many high enjoyments, both natural andhigher fenfe of

good, and exer- moral, is exceedingly heightened by ourhaving obfer

cifes virtue.

ved or experienced many of the contrary evils. The

whole life of virtue among men, which we fhewed to

be the chiefenjoyment, is a combat with evils natural

or moral. No place can be for liberality where there is

no indigence ; or for fortitude where there isnodanger;

orfor temperance where there are not lower appetites

and paſſions ; or for mercy and forgiveneſs, or friendly

admonitions and counfels, and long-ſuffering, and re

quital of evil with good, where a fpecies is incapable

ofmoral evil. Such lovely offices, the remembrance of

which muſt be eternally delightful , muſt be excluded ;

or fome moral evils muft exiſt. Nay what patience,

refignation, and truft in God can be exerciſed in a fyf

tem where miſery cannot exiſt? Ifthen the higheſt en

joyments we can conceive are fit to be introduced in

to the univerſe, ſome evils muſt come along with

them. Nay what fhall we conceive the life of the

higheſt orders, ifthere were none inferior to them ; no

good to be done, no kind offices, no evils to be war

ded off, or good formerly wanting to be commu

nicated ? Can we conceive any thing more bleffed,

or delightful to the Deity, than communicating of

good to indigent creatures in different orders? And

1

}
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muſt not the higheſt goodneſs move him to furniſh to CHAP. 9 .

the ſeveral higher orders opportunities for fuch di

vine exerciſes and enjoyments, by creating alfo orders

inferior to them, and granting different degrees of a

bilities and perfection to the feveral individuals of the

ſameſpecies, that thus they may exercife their good

affections in beneficent offices?

all orders in

perior.

If thus the moſt perfect goodnefs would determine Perfelt good

the Author of Nature to create different orders offs must make

beings, and fome of them ſubject to many evils and whichgood isfa

imperfections ; the fame goodneſs muft require that'

this plan of creation be continued down to the loweſt

ſpecies in which a ſuperiority of good to the evils in

its lot can be preſerved , while the creation offuch in

ferior fpecies obftructs not the exiſtence of as many

of the fuperior, as the moſt perfect univerſe can ad

mit. The lot therefore ofgreat imperfection muſt fall

fomewhere : mankind can no more juftly complain

that they were not in an higher order, than the brutes

that they were not made men.

byexperience.
Don't we fee this confirmed in experience ? Wehave This confirmed

no ground to believe that this earth could nourish an

higher order than mankind. Aglobe of this kind may

be neceffary in the fyftem : it muſt have ſuch inhabi

tants or be defolate. Befides all the men it could

maintain, there yet is room for other lower orders fub

ordinate and fubfervient to their fubfiftence. We find

all places peopled with fuch orders of life and fenfe

as they can ſupport ; the inferior occupying what is not

fit for the fuperior, or what is neglected by them. In

A
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Book I. like manner, let us afcend to higher orders : there may

mbeas many ſuch as the beſt ſyſtem of the univerſe ad

mits ; and yet in this great houfe ofourfather there are

many mansions unfit for the higher orders, but too

good to be defolate ; and they are occupied by men,

and lower animals. This was their place, or they muſt

not have exiſted in the ſyſtem. This earth perhaps

could not furniſh bodies uncapable of decay, and as

this decay comes on, we loſe our keen appetites and

ſenſes of the goods of life. The ſcene cloys ; we quit

it, and give place to newfpectators , whoſe livelier fen

ſes and appetites and more vigorous powers make it

a greater bleſſing to them.

Strid laws of

fenfation neceffa

ry.

VII. But men will make further complaints . "Why

"theſe harsh laws offenfation, fubjecting us to fuch

acute pains, to fuch ſympathetick forrows, and re

"morfe? why fuch furious paffions?" and cannotan

omniprefent infinite Power interpofe , beyond the

common courſe of nature, in behalf of the inno

cent, the virtuous ? no variety ofbufinefs can fatigue

" or diftract the Deity."

(6

66

(c

66

But in reply to all this : "Tis abfolutely neceffary for

the preſervation of life that deſtructive impreſſions

from without, and indifpofitions from within, fhould

occafion pain to animals. Were it not fo, how few

would in any keen purſuits guard againſt precipices ,

wounds, burning, bruiſes, or hurtful abftinence from

food . How could we be apprized of diſorders, or

guard againſtwhat might increaſe them? This law is

abfolutely neceffary to men of maturity and know
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ledge ; and how much more fo to the young and im- CHAP. 9.

prudent? Nor can we complain of the law as confti

tuting too acute fenfations, fince they do not univer

fally obtain their end . The experience of the gout,

and ftone, and fevers, and racking fores, does not re

ftrain all men from the vices which expofed them to

thefe torments .*

So are all focial

ings.

Canwemorejuſtlyrepine at other lawsfubjecting us

to compaſſion and remorfe? are they not the kind ad- and moral feel

monitions and exhortations of the Univerfal Parent,

delivered with fome auſterity, to reſtrain us from what

may hurt us or our brethren, and excite us to affift

them ; or natural chaſtiſements when we have been de

ficient in our duty to any part of this family.

not bestopped.

VIII. As to the ſtopping of theſe laws in favour of The laws frould

the innocent who by means ofthem are now expoſed

to many calamities, as by ftorms, fires, fhipwrecks,

the ruins ofbuildings, which make no diftinctions ; let

us confider that the conſtant ſtopping or fufpending

the general laws when they would occafion any evil

not fubfervient immediately to fome preſent and fu

perior good; or the governing the world by a variety

of diffimilar wills , and not by uniform rules or laws ;

* One would think this common rea

foning abundantly clear and certain ; but

Θέρσιτης δ᾽ ἐτὶ μῆνος ἀμετροεπὴς ἐκολῳα . Mr.

Bayle in his Reponse a un Provincial

ch . 77. tells us, " That we might have

" had an ordinary fenfation of pleafure

" when all was well ; and that a fenfible

" abatement of this pleaſure might have

fufficiently intimated to us our dan

VOL. I.

gers : " Whereas we find that much

ftronger intimations and motives from the

acuteſt pains, do not always deter from

luxury and intemperance; or give fuffici

ent caution even to the aged. And what

will deter the rash and young ? This abate

ment he talks ofmight indeed be fufficient

if men were fuch triflers as to mind no

thing but that fenfation he fuppofes.

A a
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BOOK I. would immediately fuperfede all contrivance or fore

thought ofmen, and all prudent action. There could

be no room for projecting any kind offices to others,

or concerting any ſchemes for our own intereft, fince

we could find no conftant or natural means for exe

cuting them.* Nay all fuch folicitudes would be uſe

lefs and vain, as there neither would be any proper

means, nor any need ofaction ; fince we fhould find

that all evil was prevented, and good obtained, with

out our activity. Thus all active virtue muſt be ex

cluded.

They cannot be Or fhall the laws obtain whenever the effect is in

Safpended whn

obtain when 'tis

otherways.

evils enfue, andnocent or uſeful, but always be ſuſpended when it is

pernicious? This would make all human activity vain .

No good man would be faint or weary with faſting,

or labour ; or be cold when he was naked. No occa

fion for any aſſiſtance or good-offices to a good man.

Nay our very pleaſures would loſe a great deal of

their reliſh, which partly arifes from experience of

pain. Reft is only grateful after wearinefs ; and food

has the beſt favour after hunger. And all active vir

tues muſt be fuperfeded as entirely fuperfluous.

All fuch fuf- Or fhall the laws only then be fufpended when God

penfionhurtfulto

virtue.

forefees that no good fhall arife from thefe evils which

* To make this more obvious . Were

there no fixed laws , no man would attempt

to move. Motion would not follow his

will, or not in that way he intended ; ´or

it would fail in as many inftances as it fuc

ceeded. We could not depend on the pro

miſes of others , nor hope for the fuccefs

of any labours. Food would often ceafe

to nouriſh ; nor would the want of it oc

cafion pain or death . Bodies would not

perfift in their ſtates of reſt, or motion ;

northeir parts cohere. None would build,

plant, fow, or provide rayment. If the

world remained, yet we could difcern no

order in it. Poifons would nourish ; and

wounds fometimes give us pleaſure.
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enſue upon them, but take place when good is to a- CHAP. 9 .

rife from them ? This may be ſo in fact, tho' we do

not difcern the good that may ariſe from fuch evils.

But do they want that the laws fhould be stopped

when ſome preſent viſible ſuperior good does not ariſe

from the evils they occafion ? that ſickneſs or pain

befalling infants or other innocents fhould be preven

ted, whenever God forefees that none will, or none

can, by any virtuous office relieve them ? " Many e

6c

66

vils, fay they, occafion no exerciſes of virtue either

by the ſufferer, or by others. Many injuries do not

" exerciſe the virtues of patience, refignation, orfor

giveneſs, but draw after them bitter refentments ,

“ and a long train of miſchiefs. The laws of nature

might in theſe cafes be fufpended, and take place

" in others.'

CC

66

""

But again, ifthe courfe of nature were ſtill obfer

ved to alter in favour offuch whom none aflifted , all

fuccour would be fuperfluous. Men would continue in

theſe fins of omiflion, that this grace might abound.

The good would ever be expofed to injuries and fuf

ferings ; forto fuch they would give occafion for exer

cifing patience, refignation, and forgiveneſs ; but the

obftinate, the haughty, and the proud muft remain

fecure. And why fhould men ftudy to govern their

paffions, when the worſt of them, they would fee, could

do no harm .

Or fhall the courfe of nature take its full effect in

bringing evils on the wicked, but always alter in favour

of the good? Even fo, all care about the good would

"

A a 2
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Book I. be fooliſh, and the moſt delightful virtues would be

fuperfluous. Again, the happineſs of the virtuous is

often much connected with that of others. Muft all

their families, friends, and countries be protected ? At

this rate what fhall we call the order of nature, the

knowledge ofwhich can direct our actions ? The de

viation muſt be as common as the ordinary courſe.

And then there would remain no exerciſe for the pa

tience ofthe virtuous, their refignation , fortitude, fa

crificing their intereſts to God, and the Publick, when

they were thus made impaffible, and inacceſſible to

the ftrokes offortune.

In fine, if it was worthy of a good God to create an

order of beings whofe chief enjoyments fhould con

fift in the vigour and activity of kind affections, and

moral pleaſures, there muſt be different orders of be

ings ; the world muſt be governed by general laws u

niverfally obtaining ; and many particular evils , natu

ral and moral, muft be permitted .

The Meniche

an theme with.
IX. Now as the fole foundation of the moſt plau

But foundation . fible ſcheme of two independent principles, the one

evil and malicious, and the other good, is the mixture

we obſerve of evil and good in this world ; fince we

have abundantly proved that there muſt be ſuch a

mixture intended by the moft perfect Goodneſs , that

fuppofition muſt be without any rational foundation.

Did we obferve fome beings perfectly good, and others

perfectly evil, there might be fome prefumption for

two oppofite principles ; or did we diſcover any laws

plainly deſtined for miſcief alone, and others deſtined
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forgood; this too would be another prefumption. But CHAP. 9.

that two Minds, with oppoſite intentions, ſhould al

ways unite and confpire in a mixed fyftem is incon

ceivable. Now the whole of natural knowledge fhews

us the contrary of theſe prefumptions : no fpecies is

conſtituted abfolutely evil : no law obtains which is

not defigned for fuperior good. For this we mustre

fer to all the antient and modern obfervations on the

conftitution of nature.

two oppofite

Oppofite intentions in two cauſes of equal art and No effectfrom

power could have no effect. They could have no mo- principles .

tive to unite in forming a world : fince each would

know that the art and power of the other would in

troduce as much of what was offenfive to him, as his

own art or power could effect of what was agreeable.

Upon this fuppofition fhould we not plainly obſerve

malicious mechanifm in the works of nature, as fre

quently as we obſerve what is kind and uſeful. But

nothing of this fort occurs. No malice, original, ſe

date, and unprovoked appears in the works of nature ;

but on many occafions we ſee kindneſs gratuitous and

unmerited, in the tender relations oflife, in the eſteem

of virtuous characters by which we have not been pro

fited, and in compaffion toward the unknown. No

original or naturaljoy in mifery, it never pleaſes with

out fome previous notion of great moral evil in the

ſufferer, or of ſome oppofition to our intereſt. No

moralfaculty is obſerved approving what is hurtful to

the publick ; but in all rational agents we find a con-

trary one, which immediately approves all kindneſs,

"

+
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Book I. and humanity, and beneficence. Sure the art of a ma

licious principle muſt have exerted itſelf in fome ori

ginal mechaniſm deftined for miſchief.

X. But granting the mechaniſm to be univerfally

good; yet if there appeared a prepollency of mifery in

this world, as fome good men in their melancholy de

clamations have alledged, it would ſtill leave fome un

eafy fufpicions in the mind. This preſent ſtate is the

only fund of our evidence, independent of revelation ,

from which we conclude about other worlds, or fu

ture ſtates. If mifery is fuperior here, ' tis true that

even in that caſe, the Deity might be perfectly good,

as this miſery of a part might be neceſſary for ſome

fuperiorgood in the univerfe : but then we should not

have full evidence for his goodneſs from the effects of

it. The cafe however is otherways. Happineſs is far

fuperior to mifery, even in this prefent world ; and

this compleats all the evidence we could expect, or

require.

fuperior in the

whole.

fense.

Natural good Firft as to natural good : Howfrequent are the plea

fures of ſenſe, and the gratifications of appetite ; and

Pleafures ofhow rare the acute fenfations of pain? feldom do they

employ many months in a life of ſeventy or eighty

years : the weaker bodies who have a larger fhare of

it, are not the hundredth part of mankind. If bodi

ly pleaſure is of a low tranfitory nature, fo is bodily

pain: when the fenfation is paſt, and we apprehend no

returns of it, all the evil is gone ; and it begins to yield

pleafant reflections. Confider the frequent returns of

our pleaſures, and their duration will appear incom

Good Superior

in life.

1

1
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parably greater ; and they are pretty near as intenſe in CHAP. 9 .

their kind, as any pain we are commonly expoſed to .

Such as are well experienced in both are not terrified

from fome high fenfual enjoyments by the danger of

pain enſuing. To ballance the acuter pains, which

let us confider the frequent recurrence ofve

ry high pleaſures . If many periſh early in life, the pain

they feel is probably neither fo intenſe, or laſting, as

that felt by men in full ftrength ; nor is it increaſed by

fears and anxiety.

are rare,

andfympathy.
The pleafures ofthe imagination, and of know- ofimagination

ledge, are pretty much a clear ftock of good, with

fmall deductions, * as there is fcarce any pain proper

ly oppofite to them : and the pains of ſympathy are

over-ballanced, by the more lafting joys upon the re

lief of the diftreffed, and upon the profperity of fuch

as we love : not to mention the joyful approbation of

the temper itſelf; the joyful hopes, under a good pro

vidence, for all worthy objects of our affection : and

this pain we ſee plainly is a neceffary precaution in

providence, to engage us to promote the happineſs

of others, and defend them from evil.

and evil.

The difficulty feems greater as to moral evil. But The difficulty

a perfon wholly devoid of all virtue is as rare as one as tomoral good

free from all vice. For the very kindeft purpoſes, God

has indeed planted a very high ftandard of virtue in

our hearts. We expect univerfal innocence, and a long

courfe of good-offices, to denote a character as good :

but two or three remarkably vicious actions make it

See above ch. vii . § 14.

8
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Book I. odious . Fraud, theft, violence, ingratitude, lewdneſs,

in a few inſtances, ruin a character almoſt irreparably;

tho' the reft of life be innocent, and tho' theſe actions

were committed under great temptations, or flowed

from no evil intention, but from ſome ſelfiſh paſſion

or eager appetite, or from even fome lovely partial

tenderneſs, ſuch as that to a family. There are few

in whofe lives we will not find an hundred actions not

only innocent, but flowing from fome lovely affection,

for one flowing from any ill -natured intention . Paren

tal love, friendſhips , gratitude,zeal for partiesand coun

tries, along with the natural appetites, and defires of

the means offelf-preſervation , are the common ſprings

ofhuman action . And feldom do their vices proceed

from any thing elſe than theſe principles grown per

haps too ſtrong to be reſtrained by fome nobler or

more extenſive affections, or by a regard to the rules

which are requifite for the good of fociety. We have

indeed a ſtandard of virtue fet up in our hearts, which

we cannot keep up to : and thus are all conſcious of

guilt in the fight of God. And yet the lower virtues

are ſo frequent, that human life is generally not only

a fafe ftate, but very agreeable.

6

This circumftance in our conftitution, that the

ſtandard of moral good is fet fo high, tho' it is apt to

give the mind an unfavourable impreffion ofour fpe

cies as very corrupt, is yet very neceffary and uſeful, as

it is a ſtrong reſtraint from every thing injurious or

vicious, and a powerful fpur to a continual advance

ment in perfection. Indeed without ſuch a ſtandard
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we could not have any idea of perfection, nor could CHAP . 9.

there be any formed intention in the human mind to

make progreſs in virtue. But when we ſee ſo few on

whom it has its full effect, even of thoſe who live to

mature age, it ſeems to carry no faint intimation,

that either we once were in a higher ſtate of perfec

tion, or that ſuch a ſtate is ſtill before us. Unleſs we

be deſtined for ſuch a ſtate, the planting ſuch a ſtan

dard muſt have the fame unaccountable appearance,

as the laying up ofgreat magazines, and trains of ar

tillery, where no military operations were intended.

men's hearts.XI. To confirm this prevalence of good in life, let An appeal to

us confider, that men can certainly tell what they

would defire upon any poffible fuppofition, as well as

in matters which actually befall them. Imagine a me

dicine diſcovered, which without pain would caft both

foulandbodyinto an everlaſtingfleep , or ſtop all thought

or exiſtence for ever. In old age perhaps, or under

fome fore diſeaſes, fome few might chufe to uſe this

medicine, to eſcape from all evil by the lofs of all

good; but not one in a thouſand : and the few who

would, have enjoyed many years during which life was

eligible, for the months in which they would chufe

annihilation. Many of them have had their fhare of

life ; they ſhould be ready to leave it, as a ſatisfied

gueſt leaves a plentiful table. What altho' at laſt death

fhould for a few months become eligible to every one,

afteranagreeable life formany years? If the judgments

of the young, while all the ſenſes, appetites and paf

fions are vigorous, and joyful hopes inflame the ima-

VOL. I. Bb
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Book I. gination, may overvalue the good of life ; the judg

ments of the aged may be equally partial on the o

ther fide, when all the powers are become languid, and

the memory of pleaſures almoſt effaced. Men in the

middle of life, who fee the condition of it, who re

memberthe joys ofyouth, feel their preſent ſtate, and

obferve in others the condition of old age, are cer

tainly the beſt judges. Not one in a thouſand would

quit all he enjoys, to avoid all he fears . 'Tis high in

gratitude in men to pique themſelves upon deprecia

ting all the gifts of God, and aggravating all the evils

of our lot. Should Mercury come at their requeſts,

when they have fretfully thrown down their burthens,

as in the old fable, they would foon intreat him, not

to take down their fouls to Lethe, but to help them

to take up their loads again.

In theſe debates fome recite all the wickedneſs and

miſery they have ſeen, read, or heard related : wars ,

murders, piracies, aſſaſſinations, facking of cities, ra

vaging of countries, military executions, maffacres,

crufado's, acts of faith in the holy inquifition : all the

frauds and villanies detected in courts ofjuſtice : all

the corruption, falfhood , diffimulation, ingratitude,

treacherous undermining, and calumny, and lewdneſs,

in palaces ; as if theſe were the common employments

of mankind ; or as if a large portion of mankind were

concerned in ſuch things by their ſtations. Priſons,

and hoſpitals, the abodes of the criminal and diſeaſed,

were never ſo populous as the cities where they ſtand:

they ſcarce ever contained the thouſandth part ofa

The causes of

nitakehere.
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ny ſtate. Milton's defcription of the infirmary, in his CHAP. 9.

vifion, muſt move the hardeſt heart: but who will efti

mate the health of a people from an infirmary. Amon

ftrous plant or animal is long expoſed to view in the

repofitories of the curious : the rarity makes the view

entertain us, and makes us fond to talk about it . But

millions of regular compleat forms exiſt for one mon

fter; they are fo common that they raiſe no attenti

on or admiration. We retain a lively remembrance of

any grievous fickneſs or danger we eſcaped, of any

horrid calamity, or villany : our fouls are pierced with

wars, flaughter, maffacres, plagues ; forgetting the

vaſtly ſuperior numbers which eſcape all theſe evils,

and enjoy the common peaceful condition oflife. The

fufferers in theſe calamities feldom endure more pain

than what attends a natural death ; and they make not

a fortieth part of mankind. Scarce five hundred

thouſand of our countrymen have periſhed by theſe

calamities, in any century of the British hiftory: and

forty times that number, in the worſt of times, have

eſcaped them.

Compaion the

cause ofour mif
"Tis that lovely natural compaſſion which makes us

fo deeply feel theſe great calamities and remember taken reafenings.

them. We wish well to all, and defire an happy ſtate

of the univerfe, from a yet finer principle ; and

deeply regret every contrary appearance, even when

we have no fears about ourſelves. Theſe lovely prin

ciples in our conftitution fhould plead more ſtrongly

in our hearts for the goodneſs of the all-ruling Mind,

than thofe appearances of evil, were they as great as a

Bb 2
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BOOK I. melancholy eloquence often paints them, could plead

for the contrary
.

us a view only

Hiftories give While hiftories relate wars, feditions, maffacres,

" Smallpart ofandthe corruptions and intrigues of courts, they are

life. filent about thoſe vaſtly ſuperior numbers who in fafe

obſcurity, are virtuouſly or innocently employed in

the natural buſineſs and enjoyments of mankind. We

read the actions of the great, of men expofed to all

the temptations of avarice and ambition , raiſed above

the common lot of honeft labour and induſtry, with

minds often corrupted from their infancy by the ele

vation of their fortunes, and all their paffions infla

medby flattery and luxury. The focial joyful innocent

employments of the bulk of mankind are no ſubjects

of hiſtory ; nor even the ordinary regular adminiſtra

tion of a ſtate in the protection of a people and the

execution ofjuſtice. Hiftories dwell upon the critical

times, the ſickneſſes of ſtates, the parties, and facti

ons, and their contentions ; revolutions, and foreign

wars, and their caufes. Thefe dangers, their caufes,

and the remedies applied, muſt be recorded for the

uſe of future ages ; and their rarity, in compariſon of

the natural bufinefs of focial life, makes them more

entertaining. Thus authors in medicine relate not the

agreeable enjoyments and exerciſes of health. The

cauſes, fymptoms, and prognoſticks of diſorders, their

critical turns, and the effects of different medicines

applied, are the properfubjects of their differtations .

Menplaced in the higher conditions oflife, enured

ens as happyasto eaſe and ſoftneſs, may imagine the laborious ſtate

Lower conditi

the

:
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of the lower, to be a miſerable flavery, becauſe it CHAP. 9.

would be fo to them were they reduced to it with their

preſent habits offoul and body. But in the lower con

ditions, ftrength of body, keen appetites, fweet inter

vals ofreſt, moderate defires, and plain fare, make up

all their wants in point of fenfual pleaſure. And the

kind affections, mutual love, focial joys, friendfhips,

parental and filial duties, moral enjoyments, and even

ſome honour, in a narrower circle, have place in the

lower conditions as well as the higher; and all thefe

affections generally more fincere.

can judge ofthe

XII. How fhall a being too imperfect to compre- How men of

hend the whole adminiſtration of this univerfe in allimperfect views

its parts, and all its duration, with all the connexions whole.

of the feveral parts, judge concerning the prefiding

Mind, and his intentions ? We fee particular evils

fometimes, neceffary to fuperior good, and therefore

benignly ordered to exiſt. We fee alfo fome pleaſures

and advantages occafioning fuperior evils . There may

therefore be other like connexions and tendencies on

both fides unknown to us. We cannot therefore pro

nounce ofany event that it is either abfolutely good,

or abfolutely evil, in the whole. Howdoes a wife and

dutiful child judge of its parent's affections ? Or how

does one in mature years judge ofthe intention ofhis

phyſician when he is a ſtranger to his art? The child

is fometimes reftrained in its pleaſures, chaſtiſed, con

fined to laborious exerciſes or ſtudies ; the patient re

ceives naufeous potions, and feels painful operations.

Butthe child finds the general tenor to be kind ; ma

1



198 The ORIGINAL MIND

BOOK I. ny pleaſures and conveniences fupplied ; and a con

ſtant protection and ſupport afforded ; it has found

the advantages arifing on fome occafions from re

ſtraint and diſcipline ; it finds its powers, its know

ledge,and its temperimproved . The patient hasfound

health fometimes the effect of naufeous medicines.

'Tis juſt thus in nature. Order, peace, health, joy,

pleaſure, are ſtill prevalent in this great family, fupe

rior to all the evils we obferve. Human life is univer

fally eligible, tho' it is an unmixed ſtate to none: we

can have no fuch prefumptions of any intereſt of the

Supreme Mind oppoſite to that of his creatures, as

may lye againſt the intentions of the beſt of men.

Should we not then uſe that equity in our conclufi

ons about the Deity, that is due to our fellows, not

withſtanding a few oppofite appearances.

XIII. Since then the whole contrivance of nature,

directly intended for good , and the prevalence of hap

pineſs in confequence of it, proves the original Mind

to be benevolent; wherever there is any real goodneſs,

a greater happineſs muſt be more defired than a lefs ;

and where there is fufficient power, the defire fhall be

accompliſhed. If God be omnipotent and wiſe, all is

well: the beſt order obtains in the whole : no evil is

permitted which is not neceffary for fuperior good,

or the neceſſary attendant and conſequent upon what

is ordered with the moſt benign intention for the

greateſt perfection and happineſs of the univerſe.

'Tis arrogant to demand a particular account how

each evil is neceffary or fubfervient to fome fuperior

IfGod be good

be is perfectly

good.

Unreasonableto

demandthe par

ofallevils.
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good. Inthe beft poffible ſcheme many things muft CHAP. 9.

be inexplicable to imperfect knowledge. The ends

and connexions muſt be hid, as fome fteps in the oe

conomy of the parent, or the practice of the phyfici

an muſt be dark to the child, or the patient. "Tis

enough that we difcern the natural end to be good in

all the mechaniſm of nature which we underſtand ;

that happineſs is prevalent, and our ftate very eligible.

All new diſcoveries increaſe our evidence by fhewing

the wife purpoſes of what before ſeemed an imperfec

tion. A candid mind muft conclude the fame to be

the cafe of parts whoſe uſes are yet unknown. The

very anxieties of men about this grand point, help to

confirm it, as they fhew the natural determination of

the foul to wiſh all well in the univerfe ; one of the

cleareft footſteps of our benevolent Creator imprin

ted in our own hearts. This truth muſt be acceptable

to all, where vanity, affectation offingularity and of

eminent penetration, or an humour of contradiction,

hath not engroffed the heart.

fiture ftate uni

XIV. Add to all this, that the prevalent goodneſs The hopes of a

obferved in the adminiſtration of nature leads to anverfat.

hope which at once removes all objections, that of a

future ſtate of eternal exiſtence to all minds capable

ofmoral fentiments, of enquiring about the order of

the whole, of anxiety about it, of knowing its author,

or of any fore-thought about exiſtence after death.

The powers of thought and reflection , as they extend

to all times paft and future, and to the ſtate ofothers

as well as our own, and are accompanied with exten

i

•
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Book I. five affections and a moralfaculty, make all orders of

being endued with them capable of incomparably

greater happineſs or miſery than any of the brutal

kinds. If the duration of men is to be eternal, and an

happyimmortality obtained by theſe verymeanswhich

are moſt beatifick to us in this life ; the evils of theſe

few years during our mortal ſtate are not worthy of

regard; they are not once to be compared with the

happineſs to enfue.

No proofs of The boldeſt Epicurean never attempted direct proofthe contrary.

diftinct from

matter.

Thefoulfeemsthat a future ſtate is impoffible. Many have believed

it who conceived the foul to be material. Mankind

in all ages and nations have hoped for it, without any

prejudice of ſenſe in its favour. The opinion is natu

ral to mankind, and what their Creator has defigned

they ſhould entertain. "Tis confirmed not a little by

arguments which fhew the ſubject ofthought, reaſon,

and affections not to be a diviſible ſyſtem of diftinct

ſubſtances, as every part of matter is. The fimplici

ty and unity of conſciouſneſs could not refult from

modes difperfed and inherent in an aggregate of dif

ferent bodies in diftinct places.* Nor is the activity of

the foul confiftent with the paſſiveneſs of matter. We

feel our happineſs or miſery, and the dignity and per

fection, or their contraries, for which we eſteem or

diſlike ourſelves or others, to be qualities quite infen

* This argument from our confciouf

nefs ofthe unity of the perceiver and a

gent, in all that multitude of fenfations,

judgments, affections, defires, is well ur

ged by Ariftotle de Anima. 1. i . and by

Dr. Sam. Clarke. See alfo Mr. Baxter's in

genious book onthis fubject.

f
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fible, no way related to the body or its parts, or af- CHAP. 9.

fected by any changes befalling the body.

our perception

confirms it.

Thenature and order of our perceptions fhew this The nature of

diſtinction . Firſt , external ſenſations prefent forms

quite diſtinct from this ſelf, and no further related to

it than thatthey are perceived. Their changes to the

better or the worfe affect not nor alter the ſtate of

the perceiver. Aſecond ſet ofperceptions approaches

a little nearer, thoſe of bodily pleasure and pain. The

ſtate of the perceiving ſelf is affected by them, and

made eaſy or uneafy. But nature orders in a way quite

inexplicable,that theſe perceptions are connected with

parts of the body, or the ſpaces which they once oc

cupied : and the accident is naturally conceived as af

fecting the body, and not altering the dignity of the

foul. Let Anatomifts talk of motions propagated by

nerves to the brain, or to fome gland the feat of the

foul : when the finger is cut, as fure as pain is felt

at all, ' tis felt in the finger, or in the ſpace where the

finger was. Nature declares the event to be an ac

cident to the body, not deſtroying or abating the ex

cellence of the perceiver : not even when the ſenſati

ons indicate ſuch accidents as muſt ſoon deſtroy the

body altogether. Nay fome fuch fenfations of pain

increaſe rather the perfonal dignity ; and ſome ſenſa

tions of pleaſure abate it. But there is a third fort of

perceptions, when we are conſcious of knowledge,

goodneſs, faith, integrity, friendlinefs, contempt of

fenfual pleaſures, publick fpirit. Theſe we feel to be

the immediate qualities of this felf, the perfonal ex

VOL. I.
Cc
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BOOK I. cellencies in which all its true dignity confifts , as its

bafeneſs would confift in the contrary difpofitions.

We know theſe qualities, and their names, as well as

we do the fenfible ones : we feel that theſe have no

relation to the body, or its parts, dimenſions, ſpaces,

figures. * Nature thus intimates to us a ſpirit diſtinct

from the body over which it prefides, in regulating

its motions, as clearly as it intimates the difference

ofour bodies from external objects. Nay it intimates

a greater difference, or difparity of ſubſtance ; as all

the qualities of the foul are quite diſparate and of a

different kind from thoſe of matter: and ' tis only by

their qualities that ſubſtances are known.

V

XV. God declares by the conftitution of nature,

by the moralfaculty he has given us, that he efpoufes

the cauſe of virtue and of the univerfal happineſs.

Virtue in many inftances is born down and defeated

in this world. In fuch events our beft difpofitions give

us much forrow for others, and virtue fometimes ex

poſes to the greateſt external evils . From the good

nefs of Godwe muſt hope for fome compenfation to

the worthy and unfortunate ; and that the injurious

and oppreffive fhall find catife to repent oftheir con

tradicting the will of a good Deity. There is no defect

of power in God; no envy or ill-nature. Shall beings

of fuch noble powers, ſo far advanced in the perfecti

ons God approves, with fuch defires and hopes of im

mortality , be fruftrated in their moſt honourable

hopes ? Hopes neceffary to their compleat enjoyment

This reafoning frequently occurs in Plato . See 1 Alcibiades.

Dire proofs

ofa futureftate.

I

I
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of virtue in this world, fince without them they could CHAP. 9.

have little joy, in this uncertainty of human affairs,

eitherfrom their own ftate, or from that ofthe deareſt

and worthieſt objects of all their beſt affections . Shall

a plan of an univerſe ſo admirable in other reſpects

want that further part which would make all com

pleat? What altho' God could not be charged with

cruelty or injuſtice upon this fuppofition, fince he has

made virtue itſelf the chief happineſs, and vice the

fupreme mifery? Shall we expect no more from the

original omnipotent Goodness than what we count a

poor degree of virtue in a man, the doing only that

good which is neceſſary to avoid the imputation of

injuſtice? How far is this furpaffed by the overflowing

goodneſs of fome worthy men ? And how unlike to

the conduct of that liberal hand thatfatisfieth the de

fires ofevery thing that lives?

If there are in the univerſe any rational agents ca

pable of defection from their integrity, fpectators of

human affairs, who need motives to perfeverance from

the fanctions of laws : if fuch beings difcern the ex

ternal profperity of the wicked, when their ſtupified

confciences are infenfible of remorfe, and theylive in

affluence of all the pleaſures they reliſh, and in a mo

ment go down to the grave free from all future pu

niſhment ; how muft this encourage any imperfect

ſpectator in his vices ? Muft notfuch impunityoftranf

greffors deſtroy the authority and influence of the di

vine laws? The minds of a nobler relifh fee indeed

that the vicious have loft the fupreme enjoyments of

1

I
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Book I. life ; but the vicious have no taſte for them, nor re

gret for the want of them, and wallow in what they

reliſh . Can fuch unfelt puniſhments anſwer the wife

ends of government, the correcting and reforming

even of thoſe who are depraved in a great degree ?

How little effect can they have, if men need dread

nothing further?

Should one behold a building not yet finiſhed, the

ſeveral parts fhewing exquiſite art, yet ſtill wanting a

further part to make all compleat and convenient,

room left for this part, and even fome indications of

this further building intended ; would not a candid

fpectator conclude that this further part was alfo in

the plan of the architect, tho' ſome reaſons retarded

the execution of it ? This is the cafe in the moral

world. The ſtructure is exquifite, but not compleat :

we ſee ſpace for further building, and indications of

the deſign in the defires and hopes of all ages and na

tions, in our natural ſenſe ofjuſtice, and in our moſt

noble and extenfive affections about the ſtate of o

thers, and of the univerſe ; and fhall we not confide

and hope in the art, the goodneſs, the inexhauſtible

wealth ofthe great Architect.

We have dwelt long on this head, rather pointing

out the fources of evidence than difplaying it fully,

becauſe the aſcertaining the goodneſs of God is the

grand foundation ofour happineſs and the main pillar

of virtue. We ſhall briefly touch at his other attri

butes, leaſt any miſtakes about themſhould abate that

high veneration and admiration due to his excellency.

;
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The other at

A Spirit.

XVI. Firſt all the reaſons which prove any think- CHAP. 9.

ingbeing to be a diſtinct fubſtance from matter, prove

that God is a ſpirit, and is not the great material maſs tributes ofGod.

of this univerſe ; as all the proofs of his exiſtence are

proofs of original thought, wiſdom, conſciouſneſs, ac

tivity, affection ; powers quite inconſiſtent with the

nature of matter. By calling him a ſpirit we do not

mean that he muſt be a ſubſtance of the fame fpecies

or kind with the humanfoul, and only greater. Tho'

all thinking beings differ in kind from all matter, yet

there may be innumerable orders or kinds of ſpirits,

with effential differences from each other, from that

loweſt fpirit of life, which is in the meaneft animal, to

the infinite Deity.

Again, what is originaland uncauſed cannot be con

ceived as limited in its nature, either by its own choice,

or by the will of any prior cauſe, to any particular fi

nite degree of perfection, or to thoſe of one kind,

while it wants others. No poffible reafon or cauſe

can be aſſigned for fome forts or degrees rather than

others. We fee from the effects, that the original per

fections are high beyond imagination : and there was

no prior will or choice of any being to confine it to

one fpecies or degree. This leads us to conceive an

original boundleſs ocean of all excellency and perfec

tion, from which all limited perfections have been

derived.

The fame thoughts lead us to conceive the origi

nal Being as one, and uncompounded of diſtinct be

Infinite.

And Ont

1
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Book I. ings or parts. No poffible reaſon or cauſe for plurali

ty, for one number of original beings, rather than any

other. No evidence for more, from any effects or ap

pearances which one originalCaufe cannot account for.

Nay all the appearances of connexion , mutual depen

dencies of parts, and ſimilarity of ſtructure, in thoſe

which are very remote from each other, lead us to

unity of deſign and power. This fhews ſufficiently the

vanity of Polytheism, if any ever believed a plurality

of originalbeings. Thewifer Heathens had a different

Polytheism ; and that ofthe vulgar arose from low

conceptions of the Deities as weak and imperfect, fub

ject to diſtraction and confuſion by a multitude of

cares, or by an extenſive providence, and like men,

embaraffed when they undertake too much. One al

mighty and omnifcient Being can prefide eaſily over all,

without toil or confufion .

Cmniprefent.
The continual power exerted in all parts of the

univerſe, and the unlimited nature of the originalBe

ing, leads us to conceive him poffeſt offuch omnipre

fence and immenfity as is requifite to univerfal know

ledge and action. And that which is original muſt be

eternal.

XVI. From power, wiſdom, and goodneſs we infer

that God exerciſes an univerſal providence. To a Be

ing endued with theſe perfections the ſtate of an uni

verſe of ſo many creatures capable ofhappineſs or mi

fery cannot be indifferent. Goodneſs muſt excite him

to exert his power and wiſdom in governing all for

God rules all

by his provi

dence.
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the beſt purpoſes, the univerſal happineſs. Nor can CHAP . 9 .

we conceive any exerciſe of his powers more worthy

ofGod, or more delightful to him.

Goodness the

What other motive to create, but a defire to com-Spring ofcreati

municate perfection and happineſs ? God cannot be ”

conceived as ultimately ftudious of glory from crea

tures infinitely below himſelf. And all defire ofglory

muſt preſuppoſe that ſomething is previouſly diſcern

ed as excellent, that fome determination of his na

ture, or fome affection, is effentially the object of his

approbation : and what other determination can we

ſuppoſe the object ofhis higheſt approbation than per

fect goodneſs, ever difpofing him to communicate

happineſs. This determination muſt move him to dif

play his own excellencies to his rational creatures by

his works, that thus he maybe the fource of the higheſt

happineſs to them, the nobleft object of their contem

plation and veneration , oftheir love, efteem, hope, and

ſecure confidence, and the beſt pattern for their imi

tation. God difplays his perfections to make his crea

tures happyin the knowledge and love of them ; and

not to derive new happineſs to himſelffrom their prai- `

fes, or admiration.

the Deity.The wisdom and goodness of God fhew us his mo- The holines of

ral purity or holinefs. As he is independent, almighty,

and wife, he cannot be indigent : he can have no pri

vate ends oppoſite to the univerſal good ; nor has he

any low appetites or paffions . Thefe are all the incite

ments to moral evil which we can conceive. In God

none of them can have place, nothing contrary to

C
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Book I. that univerſal goodneſs in which he muſt have the

higheſt complacence.

God.

His conduct toward his creatures muſt be fuch as

The juftice ofgoodneſs and wiſdom fuggeft. His laws muſt be good

and juft, adapted to the intereſt and perfection of the

whole. No unworthy favourites ſhall find in him a par

tial tenderneſs inconfiftent with the general good or

the facred authority of his laws : no private views ſhall

ſtop the execution of their fanctions, while the gene

ral intereſt, and the ſupporting the majeſty of theſe

laws require it. 'Tis no injuft partiality that the lot

offome ſhould have many advantages above that of

others. This, we fhewed above, the beſt order and

harmony ofthe whole may require. Theſe are the na

tural notions of juſtice in a moral governor. 'Tis a

branch ofgoodneſs conjoined to wiſdom, which muſt

determine the governor to fuch conduct as may ſup

port the authority and influence ofhis laws for thege

neral good.

1



CHAP. X.

The AFFECTIONS, DUTY, and WORSHIP, to be

exercifed toward the DEITY.

209

CHAP. 10.

I. IN are fuited to the
the conſideration of the feveral enjoyments of what affections

our nature we ſhewed the frequent occafion menDivine Perfec

muſt have for recourſe to the Divine Providence, fortions.

the ſecurity of their enjoyments, and a ſtable tran

quillity of mind, under the adverfities of this life

which may befall ourſelves, or the objects of our ten

dereſt affections. We eſtabliſhed in the preceeding

chapter that grand foundation of our happineſs, the

exiſtence, and moral perfections of God, and his pro

vidence. It remains to be confidered what affections

and duty are incumbent on us toward the Deity thus

abundantly made known to every attentive mind.

the moral fenfe .
In this matter, as much as any, our moralfaculty This known by

is of the higheſt uſe. It not only points out the af

fections fuited to thefe perfections, but facredly re

commends and enjoins them as abfolutely neceffary

to a good character ; and as much condemns the want

of them, as of any affections toward our fellow-crea

tures. Nay points them out as ofmore facred obliga

tion. The moralfaculty itſelf feems that peculiar

part of our nature moft adapted to promote this cor

reſpondence of every rational mind with the great

Source of our being and of all perfection , as it imme

diately approves all moral excellence, and determines

VOL. I. Dd
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Book I. the foul to the love of it, and approves this love as

the greateſt excellence ofmind ; which too is the moſt

uſeful in the ſyſtem, ſince the admiration and love of

moral perfection is a natural incitement to all good

offices.

The worſhip fuited to the Divine Attributes is ei

ther internal, or external : the former in thefentiments

and affections of the foul ; the later in the natural ex

preſſions of them.

What is due to

fections.

Our duty in refpect of the natural attributes ofGod

the natural per- is to entertain and cultivate, by frequent meditation,

the higheſt admiration of that immenſely great ori

ginal Being, from which all others are derived ; and

to reſtrain all low imaginations which might diminiſh

our veneration ; all conceptions of the Deity as limi

ted, corporeal, reſembling any brutal or human form,

or confined within certain places : all which feem in

conſiſtent with his infinite power and perfection, and

his original uncaufed exiſtence.

II. Due attention to the moral attributes muſt ex

Worship is in

ual.

The affettions

due to the moral

Love, esteem,

veneration.

perfections ; cite the higheſt poſſible eſteem, and love, and grati

tude. Extenſive ſtable goodneſs is the immediate ob

ject ofapprobation, love, and eſteem. Wiſdom and

power joined to it , raiſe love, eſteem, and admiration

to the higheſt. They muſt excite the moſt zealous

ſtudy to pleaſe, the greateſt caution againſt offending,

and give the higheſt fatisfaction in the conſciouſneſs

of conformity to the will of a Being poffeffed ofſuch

excellencies. When we are conſcious of having of

fended him, they must fill our fouls, not only with

{
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fears of puniſhment, but with inward remorſe, inge- CHAP. 10 .

nuous fhame, and forrow, and defire of reformation.✔

figation.
Theſe divine perfections firmly believed , beget Tru? and re

truſt and refignation, and entire fubmiffion to every

thing ordered by Providence, from a firm perſuaſion

that all is ordered for the beft, for the greateſt uni

verſal intereſt, and for that of every good man. Ex

tenfive goodneſs muſt defire the beſt ſtate of the

whole ; omniſcience muft difcover the means ; and om

nipotence can execute them. Every thing becomes

acceptable in the place where God orders, or permits

it ; not indeed always for itſelf, yet upon implicit truſt

or faith that it is neceffary for the purpoſes of infi

nite goodneſs and wiſdom. We know that the be

nign intentions of the Deity are partly to be execu

ted by the active virtues of good men ; and that in

theſe virtues a great ſhare of their fupreme perfection

and happineſs confifts. Our dependence therefore u

pon the Divine Power and Goodneſs will retard no

kind and virtuous purpoſes ofours, but rather invigo

rate and ſupport us with joyful hopes offucceſs. The

famerefignation and truft we exerciſe for ourſelves,and

our own interefts, we fhall alfo exercife for all who are

dear to us byany virtuous bonds, for every honourable

cauſe in which we or others are engaged ; that it ſhall

be profperous in this life, or tend to the future glory

and happineſs of thoſe who have eſpouſed it.

III. Juft apprehenfions of the creation and provi

dence of God muſt raiſe the higheſt reſentments of

gratitude, muſt repreſs all vanity in his fight, all con

Dd 2

Gratitude and
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Book I. tempt of others, and beget true humility. All the

good we enjoy, all the pleaſures of fenfe, all the de

lights of beauty and harmony, are ſo many favours

conferred on us by God. To his power we owe our ve

ry being, we owe theſe objects, and the fenfes by which

we enjoy them. If we interpofe our activity in impro

ving the objects, or cultivating our own reliſh, it was

Godwho gave us all our powers, all our art or fagaci

ty, and furniſhed us opportunities for ſuch pleaſant

exerciſe, and ſo agreeably rewards it. All the joys we

feel in mutual love, all the advantages we receive from

the aids of our fellows, are owing to God, who contri

ved that frame of foul for man, gave him ſuch affec

tions, and made him fufceptible of whatever can be

the object of love in him. He gave to all animal kinds,

human or brutal, their powers, fenſes, inſtincts, affec

tions. He bound together the fouls ofmen with theſe

tender and focial bonds which are the fprings of all

good offices. The external advantages we procure to

each other by our active virtues, God could have im

mediately conferred by his
power without any action

of ours ; but, fuch was his goodneſs , he choſe that we

fhould enjoy fome ſhare of that divine and honour

able pleaſure of doing good to others ; and , by the ex

crcife ofour kind affections and by our moralfaculty,

we do partake ofit . The joys wefeel in being honoured

by our fellows are alſo his gift to us ; by his implan

ting this ſenſe of moral excellence, and that natural

delight we perceive in the approbation and eſteem of

others.

Allthegood na

tural or moral.

due to him.

T
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All the pleaſures of knowledge, all the effects of CHAP. 10.

art and contrivance, are owing to him, who taught us

more than the beafts ofthe field, and made us wifer

than thefowls ofheaven ; to him we owe that we can

difcern the beauty and kind intention and wiſdom of

his works, and thus adore the footſteps ofhis wifdom

and goodneſs ; that we can difcern moral beauty, the

affections and conduct which are acceptable to him,

and moſt reſemble the Divine Beauty; that we can dif

cover his perfections, and imitate them ; and that we

can give fecure tranquillity to our fouls by an entire

confidence in them, and refignation to his providence.

By the reafon he gave us he converſes with us, affures

us of his good-will, gives us the moſt friendly admo

nitions ; and, by the affections of eſteem, love, and

gratitude he has implanted,calls us to a ſtate offriend

ſhip with himſelf. Thus all our happineſs and excel

lency is from his bounty. Not unto us, Lord, not un

to us, but to thy name be thepraife.

IV. 'Tis vainly alledged, " that thefe devout affec- The exercise of
thefe affections

❝tions are vain or uſeleſs becauſe God needs them necesary to us,

not to God.

not, nor do they increaſe his happineſs.” They are

the chief enjoyments of rational fouls , their higheſt

joy in profperity, and fweeteſt refuge in adverfity. The

rational heart cannot approve itſelf if it wants them ;

if it prefers them not to its chiefeſt joys. Without

love, friendſhip, gratitude, life is infipid. Thefe affec

tions, when mutual, are the more joyful the more ex

cellent the objects are. What ſtable and tranſporting

66

·

"

3

#

1



214
The WORSHIP due

Book I. joy muſt arife from living with an habitual ſenſe of

the Divine Prefence, with the higheſt love, admirati

on, and gratitude, and juftly perfuaded of being ap

proved and beloved and protected by him who is in

finitely perfect and omnipotent.

Without this confidence in God, what can we call

fecure? Our bodies and all external things are obvi

ouſly uncertain : fo is the proſperity of our friends , of

all the objects ofour generous affections . Their very

virtues, tho' among the moſt ſtable things of life, are

not ſecured againſt change. Some accidents can dif

turb their reaſon and their virtue. "Tis only the foul

refigned to God, with firm truſt in his perfections, that

can promiſe to itſelf in the whole every thing happy

and honourable at laſt .

In every good temper certain affections muſt ariſe

upon their natural occafions, whether they can affect

the ſtate ofthe object or not. Tho'we were fully aware

of our own impotence, or want ofopportunity to do

good offices, or make returns, a temper muſt be odi

ous which had no love and eſteem of great excellen

cy, no gratitude for great benefits . Thus joy muſt a

rife in a good heart upon the proſperity of one belo

ved, tho' we cannot add to it ; and forrowupon his ad

verfity, tho' we cannot remove or alleviate it. The

want of ſuch affections , where there are fuch ſtrong

natural cauſes preſented, muſt argue a depravity of

foul which we cannot avoid abhorring upon reflecti

on. Theſe affections are as it were the natural attrac
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tion of the Divinity upon our fouls, and of every ex- CHAP. 10.

cellence which reſembles him in his works ; and every

pure foul feels its force.

Noftable tran

piness

Nay, without lively apprehenfions of the Divine

Providence, and continual refignation to his will, withqility or hap

a joyful confidence in his goodneſs,which are the main them.

acts of devotion, our nobleſt affections muſt expoſe

us to grievous fympathetick forrows in this uncertain

world. But a firm perfuafion of an omnipotent, om

niſcient, and moft benign univerfal parent, difpofing

of all in this fyftem for the very beft ; determined to

fecure happineſs in the whole to the virtuous, what

ever evils may befal them in this life; and permitting

no further evil than what the moſt perfect conftitution

requires, or neceffarily brings along with it ; a perſuaſi

on ofall this, with like extenfive affections in ourfouls,.

muſt afford the ſtrongeſt conſolation in all our tender

forrows, and bring our hearts either chearfully to em

brace, or at leaſt calmly to acquiefce in whatever is

ordered or permitted by fovereign wiſdom and good

nefs. If our friends or favourites are at prefent un

fortunate : this the very beſt polity in this grand ſtate

required: many more of our brethren and fellow-ci

tizens, of as great virtue, are ftill happy. They have

their dear friends rejoicing with them ; their affections

are as tender and lovely ; their virtues are as valuable,

as thofe in our fet offriends. Ifours are in diftrefs and

forrow, others with equal tenderneſs and virtue are

rejoicing. One generation paffeth, and another comes;:

and the univerfe remains for ever ; and ever as fruitfull
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Book I. in virtue, joy and felicity. Nayfrom the ſhort period

we know, we cannot conclude about the future mife

ries of fuch as are now unfortunate. We know not

what the ever-during courfe of ages maybring to thoſe

very perfons whofe misfortunes orvices we are bewai

ling. Thethoughts of a future eternity, under a good

God, make all things appear ferene, and joyful, and

glorious.

Pious affections

tue andjoy.

A conſtant regard to God in all our actions and

en creafeallvir- enjoyments, will give a newbeauty to every virtue, by

making it an act of gratitude and love to him ; and

increaſe our pleaſure in every enjoyment, as it will ap

pear an evidence of his goodneſs : it will give a divi

ner purity and fimplicity of heart, to conceive all our

virtuous difpofitions as implanted byGodinour hearts,

and all ourbeneficent offices as our proper work, and

the natural duties of that ftation we hold in his uni

verfe, and the ſervices we owe to this nobler country.

Our minds fhall be called off from the lower views

ofhonours, or returns from men, and from all con

tempt or pride toward our fellows who fhare not e

qually in his goodneſs : our little paſſions and refent

ments ſhall be ſuppreſſed in his preſence. Our hearts

will chiefly regard his approbation, our aims ſhall be

obtained when we act the part affigned us faithfully

and gratefully to our great Creator, let others act as

they pleaſe toward us. The miſtakes, imperfections,

provocations, calumnies, injuries, or ingratitude of

others we fhall look upon as matters prefented to us

byprovidence for the exercife of the virtues Godhas
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endued us with, bywhichwe may more approve ourCHAP. 10 .

felves to his penetrating eye, and to the inward ſenſe

of our own hearts, than by the eaſier offices of virtue

where it has nothing to difcourage or oppoſe it.

Thus as the calm and moſt extenfive determination

ofthe foul toward the univerſal happineſs can haveno

other center of reſt and joy than the original indepen

dent omnipotent Goodneſs ; fo without the knowledge

ofit, and the moſt ardent love and refignation to it,

the foul cannot attain to its own moſt ſtable and high

eſt perfection and excellence : nor can our moralfa

culty, naturally delighting in moral excellence, obtain

any other compleat object upon which it can be fully

exerciſed, than that Being which is abfolutely perfect,

and originally poffeft of all excellence, and the fource

of all fuch excellencies in others.

external wor
IV. External worſhip is the natural expreffion of The reaſonsfor

thefe devout fentiments and affections. The obvious .

reafons for it are theſe ; the exerciſe and expreffion of

all fentiments and affections makes their impreffions

deeper, and ftrengthens them in the foul . Again ;

gratitude, love and eſteem, are affections which de

cline concealment when they are lively ; we are natu

rally prone to expreſs them, even tho' they give no

new happineſs to their object. "Tis plainly our duty

to promote virtue and happineſs among others : our

worſhipping in fociety , our recounting thankfully

God's benefits, our explaining his nature and perfecti

ons, our expreffing our admiration, efteem, gratitude,

and love, preſents to the minds of others the proper

VOL. I. Ee
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Book I. motives of like affections ; and by a contagion, obſer

vable in all our paſſions, naturally tends to raiſe them

in others. Piety thus diffuſed in a fociety, is the ftrong

eſt reſtraint from evil ; and adds newforce to every fo

cial diſpoſition, to every engagement to good offices.

The natural expreſſions are, inftructing others in

the perfections ofGod, and the nature ofpiety and vir

tue, the great end of his laws ; praiſes, thankſgivings,

acknowledgements of his providence as the fpring of

all good by prayers, and expreſſions of truſt and re

fignation ; confeſſion of our fins and imperfections ;

and imploring his pardon, and future aids for our a

mendment. We may add folemn invocation ofhim.

as the witneſs and avenger of any falfhood in our af

ſertions or promiſes, wherever it may be requifite to

fettle fome important right ofour fellows, or to give

them confidence in our fidelity.

Thenatural ex

preffions ofdevo

tion

red for our im

virtue and per

fection.

V. Our praiſe, admiration, or thanks, add nothing

All theserequi- to the Divine felicity ; our confeffion gives no new in

provement in formation ; our importunity alters not his purpoſes.

from what he had formerly determined as beſt. Our

fwearing makes him no more attentive, or difpofed to

execute juſtice, nor gives it any new right to puniſh.

Theſe acts of adoration , praiſe, thankſgiving, confef

fion, prayer, increaſe our own piety, love, and grati

tude, our abhorrence of moral evil , and our defires of

what is truly good, and our reſignation to his will..

When wehave lively difpofitions of this kind, we are

beft prepared to improve all temporal bleſſings, and

may hope for them according to the gracious tenor
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ofDivine Providence. Invocations ofGodby oaths, in CHAP. 10.

a religious manner, and on important occafions, muft

imprint the deepeſt ſenſe ofour obligations to fidelity,

and of the crime of falfhood ; and thus give the great

eft fecurity we can give, by words, to our fellow-crea

tures. The effect of all theſe acts is upon ourſelves,

and not upon the Deity, or his purpoſes, which have

been originally fixed upon a thorough forefight of all

the changes which could happen in our moral diſpo

fitions, which themſelves alſo are a part of the objects

of his eternal counfels and power.

"Tis a needlefs inquiry whether a fociety of Atheists The influence of
religion on ha

could fubfift? or whether their ftate would be better ormanfociety.

worſe than that of men poffeffed with ſome wicked

ſuperſtition ? True religion plainly increaſes the hap

pineſs both ofindividuals and offocieties. Remove all

religion, and you remove fome of the ſtrongeſt bonds,

fome of the nobleft motives, to fidelity and vigour

in all focial offices . 'Tis plain too that ſome ſyſtems

of religious tenets, where much wicked ſuperſtition

makes a part, may
contain many

noble precepts, rules,

and motives, which have their good effects upon the

minds offuch as are not concerned in executing the

purpoſes of the fuperftition. Thus many of the beſt

moral precepts, and the doctrine of future rewards ap

pointed for virtue, are retained in Popery, and excite

many to the moſt virtuous offices, whilſt others by

the ſuperſtitious political tenets, deftined for the ag

grandiſing of the eccleſiaſticks, and the enflaving of

Ee 2
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BOOK I. the fouls and bodies of the reſt of mankind, are exci

ted to the moſt horrid cruelties.

"Tis of no importance to determine whether fuch

fuperftitions have worſe effects than Atheiſm. They

may, as to men in certain ftations ; tho ' they hurt

not the reſt confiderably. The experiment of a ſo

ciety of Atheists has never yet been made. Grant

that the effects of fome fuperftitions were worſe than

thofe of Atheism : this is rather honourable to reli

gion. The beſt ſtate of religion is incomparably hap

pier than any condition of Atheiſm ; and the corrup

tions ofthe beſt things may be moſt pernicious. A

furfeit of nouriſhing food, may be more dangerous

than that of food lefs nouriſhing : fpoiled wines are

more dangerous than bad water. "Tis the bufinefs of

rational minds to take all the bleffings of a true reli

gion, and guard againſt any corruption of it, without

fearching out what motives might remain to fome

forts of virtues under the joylefs wretched thought

that the univerſe is under no providence, but left to

chance, or as blind and undefigning neceſſity ; if reli

gion, when depraved, does great miſchief; a pure and

good religion is a powerful engine of muchgood.

1

1
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CHA P. XI.

The CONCLUSION ofthis Book, fhewing the WAY

to the SUPREME HAPPINESS ofour NATURE.

CHAP. II.

manhappiness.H
a
b
a

AVING thus confidered the feveral fources of Thefum of hu

happineſs our nature is capable of; and, upon

a full compariſon, found that the nobleſt and moſt

lafting enjoyments are fuch as ariſe from our own af

fections and actions, and not the paſſive ſenſations we

receive from thofe external things which affect the

body: having alſo compared the feveral fort of affecti

ons and actions, whether exerted toward our fellows

in narrower or more extended ſyſtems, or toward the

Deity, whoſe nature and grand intention in the ad

miniſtration ofthe univerſe we have alfo endeavoured

to diſcover: and having found that, as our moralfa

culty plainly approves in an higher degree, all the

more extenfive affections , toward our fellows than it

approves the more confined affections or paffions ; that

thefe extenſive affections are alfo more noble fources

of enjoyment; and that our love of moral excellence ;

our knowledge, veneration, and love ofthe Deity, con

ceived as perfectly good and wife and powerful, and

the fountain of all good ; and an entire refignation

his will and providence is the fource of our ſublimeſt

happineſs, the grand foundation of all our tranquil,

lity, or fecurity as to any other object of the moſt ho..

nourable defires : ' tis plain our fupreme and compleat
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BOOK I. happineſs, according to the univerfal doctrine ofthe

wifeftmenin all ages,†muſt confift in the compleatex

erciſe of theſe nobler virtues, eſpecially that entire

love and refignation to God, and of all the inferior vir

tues which do not interfere with the fuperior : and in

the enjoyment of ſuch external proſperity as we can,

confiftently with virtue, obtain.

fenfe and thetwo

tions, confpire

The moral II. The courfe of life therefore, pointed out to us

calm determina- immediately by our moral fenfe, and confirmed by all

recommending, juft confideration of our true intereſt, muſt be the

Juftice, veryfamewhichthegenerous calm determination would

temperance

recommend, a conſtant ſtudy to promote the moſt u

niverſal happineſs in our power, by doing all good of

fices as we have opportunity which interfere with no

more extenfive intereft of the fyftem ; preferring al

ways the more extenſive and important offices to thoſe

of leſs extent and importance ; and cautiouſly abftai

ning from whatever may occafion any unneceffary mi

fery in this ſyſtem . This is the cardinal virtue of

juftice which the antients make the fupreme one, to

which the reft are all fubfervient. It may include even

our duties toward God.

As fenfual enjoyments are the meaneſt and moſt

tranfitory, the defires ofwhich,by the impetuous force

ofſome of our brutal paſſions, frequently ſeduce men

from the courſe of virtue, it muſt be of highimpor

tance to be fully convinced of their meanneſs, and to

acquire an habit of felf-command, a power over theſe

lower appetites in the manner we explained when we

This is Ariftotle's definition, Evipyma xar' ¿perùv åpishv iv Big Texóg.

1
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confidered the nature of theſe enjoyments. 'Tis e- CHAP. 11 .

qually neceffary by cloſe reflection to make a juft efti

mate of other more elegant enjoyments of the ima

gination, that, as they are far inferior to moral and fo

cial enjoyments, they may yield to them in our choice

where they interfere. This is the virtue of temperance.

Ajuſt eſtimation of the value of this life, and of andfortitude.

the feveral forts of evil we are expofed to, muſt be

equally neceffary. Ifmoral evils, and ſome ſympathe

tick ſufferings are worſe than any external ones, and

can make life fhameful and miferable amidſt all afflu

ence of other things,, as we fhewed above; if at beſt,

life is but an uncertain poffeffion we muſt foon loſe ;

we ſhall ſee ſomething that is more to be dreaded

than death, and manyjuſt reaſons why it may on cer

tain occafions be our intereft to incur the danger of

it. Were death an entire end of all thought it would,

indeed put an end to all good, but furely no evil could:

enfue.

num trifte videtur

Quicquam? nonne omnifomno fecurior extat.

But if we are to exift after death under a good Pro-

vidence, what a glorious foundation is this forforti

tude in every honourable cauſe ? what ſtrength ofmind

muſt that hope give to every good man upon appre

henfions of death, or any ofthe evils which lead to it?.

This is the third cardinal virtue.

Prudence is that habit of attention to the nature Prudence pre

requifite to vir

of the ſeveral objects which may follicit our defires, en- tueof allforts .

gaging us to a thorough inquiry into their impor
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Book I. tance, in themſelves and their confequences, either to

the greateſt private happineſs of the individual, or to

that ofthefyftem . This virtue is fome way prerequi

fite to the proper exerciſe of the other three, and is

'generally firſt mentioned in order ; tho' juftice is the

fupreme one to which all the reft are fubfervient. We

leave it to more practical treatiſes to dilate upon theſe

things. The proper confiderations, and the means of

acquiring theſe four habits of virtue muſt be evident

from what is faid above concerning the comparative

values of the ſeveral forts ofgood and evil, and con

cerning the ſupreme enjoyments of our nature.

Miftakes.

III. Many are difcouraged from a vigorous culture

oftheir minds for the reception of all virtues by a raſh

prejudice. We are dazzled with the confpicuous glo

ries of fome great fucceſsful actions in higher ftati

ons ; we can allow fuch virtues to be the nobleſt en

joyments ; but they are placed fo high that few have

acceſs to them. Nay perfons in higher ſtations often

deſpair when their power is not abfolute. The hu

mours, follies, or corrupt views of others obftruct all

their good intentions. They are freted with ſuch diſ

appointments, and quit the purſuits of virtue, defpon

ding of any valuable enjoyment attending it .

To arm the foul againſt this prejudice, we ſhould

remember that the reality and perfection of virtue,

and the inward fatisfaction of it too , to a calm mind,

depends not on external fuccefs, but upon the inward

temper offoul. Perfifting under thefe doubts about

the ſucceſs or glory, in the publick offices of virtue ;
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;

or ifwe are excluded from them, in all the lower pri- CHAP. 11 .

vate offices ; in a conftant fweetneſs of deportment in

obſcurity, and a conſtant refignation to thefupreme

Mind; embracing chearfully the lot appointed for us,

repreſſing every envious motion, and every repining

thought againſt providence, refolving to go ftedfaſtly

on in the path pointed out to us by God and nature,

till our mortal part fall down to that earth from

whence it ſprung ; muſt appear rather more noble and

heroick to the All-fearching Eye, and to the judg

ment of every wife man, than the more glittering vir

tues of a profperous fortune. In thefe there is lefs

purity and fimplicity diſcovered , fince the alluring

views ofglory and worldly interefts may have had a

large ſhare in the affections, or been the principal mo

tives to the agent.

When we defpair of glory, and even of executing

all the good we intend, ' tis a fublime exercife to the

foul to perfift in acting the rational and focial part as

it can ; diſcharging its duty well, and committing the

reft to God. Who can tell what greater good might

beattainable if all good men thus exerted their powers

even under great uncertainties of fuccefs, and great

dangers of miſrepreſentations and obloquy? Or how

much worfe fhould all matters proceed, if all good

men defſponded and grew remifs under fuch apprehen

fions? Ifvirtue appears more glorious byfurmounting

external dangers and obftacles, is not its glory equal

ly increaſed by furmounting theſe inward difcourage

ments, and perſiſting without the aids of glory or

VOL. I. Ff
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BOOK I. applaufe, conquering even the ingratitude of thoſe it

~ferves, fatisfied with the filent teftimony ofour hearts,

and the hopes of Divine approbation. Thus the moſt

heroick excellence, and its confequent happineſs and

inward joy, may be attained under the worſt circum

ſtances of fortune : nor is any ſtation of life excluded

from the enjoyment of the fupreme good.

1 THE END OF THE FIRST BOOK.
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BOOK II .

S

Containing a Deduction ofthe more special Laws of

NATURE, and Duties of Life, previous to Civil

Government, and other adventitious States.

СНАР. I.

The Circumftances which increaſe or diminish the

MORAL GOOD, or EvIL of Actions.

H
A
V
I
NAVING fhewed, in the former book, that the

courfe of life which GOD and NATURE recom

mends to us as moſt lovely and moſt conducive to the

true happineſs of the agent, is that which is intended

for the general good of mankind in the wiſeſt manner

that our reafon and obfervation can fuggeft ; we pro

ceed, in this book, to enquire more particularly into

the proper means ofpromoting the happineſs of man

kind by our actions, which is the fame thing with in

quiring into the more fpecial laws ofnature. And this

we ſhall endeavour to do firſt abſtracting from thoſe

adventitious ſtates or relations which human inftitu

tions or actions have conſtituted, confidering only that

relation which nature hath conftituted among all. But

it may be neceffary here to premiſe fome account of

many complex notions of moral qualities, the under

ſtanding ofwhich feems prerequifite to the doctrine of

the particular laws of nature. This fhall be the fub

ject of this and the two following chapters.

Ff 2

227



228 CIRC
UMST

ANCE
S

affecti
ng

Book II. I. The ground of all imputation * of actions as

virtuous or vitious is, " that they flow from fome af

The ground of " fection in the agent, and thus are evidences of his
imputation, that

66

1

altionsflowfrom temper and affections . " Virtue, as it was proved in

and difcover the

affellions.

Liberty.

the former book, confifts primarily in the affections.

The higheſt kind of it is the calm and fixed principle

of good-will to the greateſt ſyſtem ; and love , eſteem,

gratitude, and refignation to God, upon a full per

fuafion of his moral perfections, and a conftant preva

lent defire of making ſtill further progreſs toward that

moral perfection of which we perceive ourſelves to be

capable. The lower kinds, are the particular kind af

fections and paffions purſuing the good of particular

focieties , or individuals , confiftently with the general

good. This, one would think, could ſcarce be matter

of debate among Chriftians, after the fum ofthe law

delivered to us, † viz. Loving God and our neighbour.

Ifvirtue be not placed in the affections , but in ſome

other faculty different from the will, as reafon or in

tellect, then love is to be called an act of the underftan

ding, contrary to all language.
Qualities and

circumstancesne- II. From this defcription ' tis eaſy to find what cir

celary to themo-cumftances affect the morality of actions, or omiſſi
rality ofactions.

ons, increafing or diminiſhing the moral good, or evil,

in them ; or making actions good, which otherways

had been evil ; or evil, which otherways had been good .

Firft. 'Tis manifeft that whatever action, or rather

event, happened not in confequence of one's will, ei

Imputation is one ofthe voces mediae, tho' more commonly ufed in chargingmen

with guilt. Matth . xii . 30, 31.

7
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!

ther at preſent, or in ſome prior time, cannot be im- CHAP. I.

puted as either good, or evil . Nor can any omiffion

or abſtaining from action be imputed as good , or evil ,

to him who could not have performed it by any ef

forts, and knew this impoffibility. Such events or o

miſſions can evidence no affection, either good, or bad.

Events, however, are then only called neceffary with

reſpect to an agent, which he could not prevent tho

he ſeriouſly defired it ; not fuch as, through his ſtrong

averfions or habits , he cannot avoid defiring. Thoſe

only are called impoffible, which no efforts of his can

accompliſh by any means. We call any thing pof

fible, which one who heartily defires it, can get ac

compliſhed, whether by his own power, or by any aid:

of others which he can obtain.*

vents,not moral.

Theſe alone are the neceffary and wholly unimpu- Neceſary e

table events † which neither any preſent defire or ac

tion of ours can prevent, nor could they have been

prevented by any prior diligence or care which we

ought to have had about fuch matters. Such events›

as prior fore-thought and care could have prevented,

tho' they be now unavoidable, are in fome meaſure vo

luntary and imputable ; whether they happen from

free agency, or from natural inanimate caufes. Thus:

if one by negligence in his office fuffers banks or:

mounds to decay, when a ftorm comes he cannot pre

vent the inundation ; and yet it is juftly counted volun

tary and imputable to him.

This explains the common maxim, Impoffibilium et neceffariorum nulla eft imputa

tio. Involuntaria et infe, et infua caufa. ‡ Involuntaria infe,fednoninfua-eaufà.
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BOOK II.

northe omiffion

So the omiffions of actions now impoffible arejuſt

ly imputed, when they might have been poſſible, had

of imposibilities .that previous diligence been exerted which becomes

a good man. A flothful profufe man cannot nowdif

charge his debts, yet as a prior courſe of prudent oe

conomy would have prevented this injury to his cre

ditors, the non-payment is imputable. In theſe caſes,

indeed, the unavoidable event or omiſſion, contrary to

preſent ſtrong inclination, fhews no prefent evil affec

tion . But the former negligence, which made one in

capable of doing juſtice, argues a prior culpable de

fect of good difpofitions . And 'tis here that the guilt

properly lyes. Two perfons may be equally criminal

in the fight of God, and their own conſciences, when

the events of their conduct are very different. Sup

pofe equal negligence in both, and that both become

inſolvent, but one by an unexpected inheritance dif

charges his debts ; the other, tho' equally inclined , re

mains incapable of it. They are equally criminal, tho'

one by accident does no wrong in the event to his

creditors.

What effects III. No diftant effects or confequents of actions or

and confequents

imputable. omiffions, affect their morality, if they could not have

been foreſeen by that diligence and caution we expect

from good men; for then they are no indications of

the temper of the agent. For the ſame reaſon any

profperous effects which were not intended, do not in

creaſe the moral goodneſs of an action ; but an evil

action is made worſe by all the evil confequents, which

wouldhave appeared to a man offuch caution as good
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affections would naturally raiſe, tho' the agent did not CHAP. Í.

actually foreſee them. They do not indeed prove any

direct evil intention ; but there are other forms ofmo

ral evil. The very want of a proper degree ofgood

affections is morally evil. One ftudious of the publick

good will be cautious and inquifitive about the effects

ofhis actions ; the inquifitive will diſcover fuch effects

as are diſcoverable by their fagacity. He then who is

ignorant offuch effects, tho' he had no direct evil in

tention, betrays a culpable weakneſs of the good af

fections.

In judging of the moral characters offuch as have

not had any confiderable reformation made in their

affections, 'tis not of confequence whether the guilt

be evidenced by fome prefent action, or omiffion ; or

by fome preceeding one equally criminal. That apho

riſm therefore is juft, that " an action can be made

" virtuous onlyby fuch good confequents as are actu

ally intended for themſelves : but may be made vi

" cious by any evil conſequences which a good and

" honeft mind could have forefcen as probably en
-

"(

fuing."

But good confequents intended then onlyprove an

action to be good, when the fum of them over-ballance

all the evil ones which could have been foreſeen, and

when the good confequents could not be obtained

without theſe evils . If the cafe is otherways, they may

extenuate the guilt, but do not juſtify the action. On

the other hand, evil confequents foreſeen, but not de

fired for themſelves , do not always make an action.

""

#

1

4
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Book II. evil. 'Tis only in fuch caſes where they over-ballance

all the good effects to which this action is fubfervient,

and for which it was intended ; and where this over

ballance might have been foreſeen , or when the good ·

effect could have been obtained without thefe evils.

By confequents of an action we underſtand not on

ly the direct and natural effects, or what the agent is

the proper caufe of; but all thefe events too which

enfue upon it, and had not happened had the action

been omitted. Agood man regards whatever he fore

fees may enfue through the miſtakes, follies , or vices

of others ; and avoids what he forefees will occafion

vicious actions, or unreaſonable offences, in others, *

tho' otherways it might have been innocent : unleſs

the good effects, not otherways to be obtained, over

ballance theſe particular evils.†

Ignorance and

error , vincible , IV. Ignorance ofthe tendency or effects of actions,

orinvincible , af- affects their morality differently, according to the dif

fect actions in

certaindegrees . ferent cauſes of the ignorance or error, and the diffi

culty, greater or lefs , of coming to the knowledge of

the truth. Ifthe ignorance or error be abfolutely in

vincible by any preſent, or any prior diligence, evil

confequents thus unknown cannotbe imputed, as they

can fhew no evil affection , nor any defect in good affec

tions. If that degree of caution which we expect in

like affairs from the beſt men could not furmount the

ignorance tho' the utmoſt poſſible caution might, we

ftill count it morally invincible, and wholly excufing

from guilt, except in cafes where all men know that

* Rom. xiv. 21 . Matth. x. 34, 35.
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1

the utmoſt caution is incumbent on them. But where CHAP. I.

the ordinary caution of a good mind would have fore

feen fuch confequents, then the ignorance argues a

defect of good affections, is vincible, and tho' it may

alleviate the guilt, it does not wholly take it away.

Ignorance and error may be at prefent invincible

and involuntary, and yet prior diligence might have

prevented them; or it may be invincible and involun

tary every way.* The latter only takes away all im

putation : the former, fhews that there is no direct evil

intention at prefent, but it may evidence a prior want

of good affections , and thus be juſtly culpable.

But as direct evil intention , or inſenſibility of the

evil we plainly fee we are doing to others , are much

more odious tempers than mere inadvertence, or the

want of fuch warm affections as would raiſe accurate

attention ; all ignorance not directly affected or defi

´red is fome alleviation of guilt ; and that in different

degrees, according as the effects were more or lefs ob

vious. The eaſier the diſcovery was, the leſs does the

ignorance alleviate the guilt.

the law or the

Ignorance may either be about the effects of Ignorance of

the action, or the true intent and meaning of laws. fat.

The fame maxims hold about both . Only, fince wife

legiſlators take care fo to publifh their laws that the

ſubjects may always know them by proper diligence,

ignorance of the law cannot be deemed abfolutely

invincible. If any laws are abfolutely undiſcoverable

* Involuntaria in fe, fed non in fua caufa. or, Involuntaria et in fe, et in fua

caufa.

VOL. I.
Gg
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Book II. by thefubjects, they are not laws given tothem; their

not obeying them cannot be culpable.*

Confciencewhat. V. The queſtions about vincible ignorance, and

confciences erroneous, or doubtful, are only difficult

through ambiguity of words. Confcience fometimes

denotes the moralfaculty itfelf: fometimes " thejudg

" ment of the underſtanding concerning the ſprings

" and effects of actions upon which the moral fenfe

66
approves, or condemns them." And when we have

got certain maxims and rules concerning the conduct

which is virtuous, or vicious, and conceive them to

be, as they truly are, the laws given to us by God the

author of nature and of all our powers ; or when we

are perfuaded that other divine laws are revealed to

us in a different manner, then confcience may be de

fined to be " Ourjudgment concerning actions com

pared with thelaw."

(6

66

Now firſt, "A perfon purpofing to act virtuouf

ly, and yet by miſtake imagining that action to have

agood tendency, and to be conformable to the law,

" which is ofa contrary nature in reality, will certain

ly during his error follow his confcience: fince no

<6 man in an error knows that he errs." The obfervers

only can make the queftion, whether ' tis better for

him to follow his confcience, or counteract it ? And

this cannot in all cafes be anſwered the fame way.

2. " He who follows the erroneous judgment of

" his mind in doing what he believes to be good, at

prefent evidences a good difpofition : and acting a

<<

* Ignorantiajuris, ignorantia facti.

How an errO

neous confcience

excuses, or exte- C

uates.
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gainſt his judgment, during his error, muft evidence Chap. 1 .

"fome vicious difpofition ; fuch as neglect ofmore ex

" tenfive good, or of the lawgiver." This holds in ge

neral true as to all men who are firmly perfuaded of

the goodneſs of God and his laws. As we all cenfure

a man who from any narrower affection of a lovely

fort fhould counteract the views ofthe more extenſive

affections ; the fame waywe muſt cenſure the counter

acting fuch commands of God, as we believe are cal

culated for the moſt extenfive happineſs, tho' the a

gent has been excited to it by ſome humane andlove

ly affections of the narrower fort ; which, however, in

all cafes alleviate the guilt.

But when there is no fuch ſettled apprehenſion of

God, or his laws, as perfectly benevolent ; and only a

notion ofhigh private intereft in obedience, and great

private danger to ourſelves from diſobedience, with a

confuſed notion ofduty or obligation to obey; iffome

very tender humane difpofitions of heart fhould lead

one to diſobey ſome ſevere and cruel orders imagined

to come from the Deity ; whatever convulfions he

might feel in his own heart by the ſtruggles between

two fuch oppofite principles, a judicious ſpectator

could ſcarce condemn the counteracting fuch a con

fcience from principles of humanity: for example, if

one who believed it his duty to perſecute hereticks to

death, yet were reftrained by compaffion to his fel

low-creatures.

86

3. "Thefalling into fuch vincible errors ,ſo oppoſite

to thehumane difpofitions of the foul, in matters fo

66

All errors are

not innocent.

Gg 2
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S
affecting

Book II. " deeply affecting the intereſts ofour fellows as that of

"perfecution, and fome others, muft argue great prior

guilt and deficiency ofgood affections." And there

fore, during the error, whether one follows his con

ſcience, or not, we have fome evidence of a bad tem

per. If he follows it, his prior negligence is very cul

pable: if he does not, and yet believes the command

to have been given by a good God for the general in

tereft, his prior negligence is culpable as in the other

caſe, and now he fuperadds the guilt of omitting his

duty to God, and the general intereſt. But where one

has no notions of the Divine Goodnefs, and the be

nign tendency ofhis laws, counteracting the imagined

law may

be leſs odious, if it be from a lovely húmane

difpofition.

("

"

4. When the confcience is doubtful, thefafeſt way

is to defer acting till further inquiry be made, unleſs

fome general potent reafon urges to a ſpeedy determi

nation. Cafes happen in which ' tis plainly better to

do either ofthe two actions, about the preference of

which we are doubting, than to omit both ; and there

may be no time for delays. In fuch cafes we muſt fix

upon one or t'other, according to fuperior probability

of its importance. If theſe probabilities are equal, we

must do what first occurs.

The duty of

fuch as err.

What is the duty then ofone in an error ? or what

conduct will be entirely approved? "Tis plain the er

ror already has evidenced a prior culpable negligence.

The only conduct which now fhall gain entire appro

bation again is correcting the error by a new unpreju

Į
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diced inquiry. The erroneous, during their error, do Chap. 1 .

not fee this to be their duty ; but 'tis the only way to

fet all right again. And this fhews the great advantage

of modeſty and diffidence as to our own underſtand

ings ; and the danger of ſelf-confidence and bigotry.

The degree of diligence requifite in a good man,

cannot be preciſely determined. We naturally expect

very different degrees from different capacities, ftati

ons,opportunities. Ariftotle * well obferves, that"ma

66

ny points in morals, when applied to individual ca

fes, cannot be exactly determined ; but good men

"knowthem by a fort offenfation : the good experi

" enced man is thus the laſt meaſure of all things."

This holds in general : " the greater the diligence and

" caution about our duty is, the character is ſo much

" the better ; and the leſs the diligence and caution

' is, fo much the worſe is the character, when other

" circumſtances are equal."

66

Nicom. 1. iii . c. 4. and 1. ii . c. ult . andl. vi . c. 11. and often in the Magna Mo

relia, particularly 1. ii . c. 10. Hence the arbitrium viri probi, with the Civilians.

I

1

I
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Book II . CHA P. II.

General Rules ofjudging about the MORALITY of

ACTIONS, from the Affections exciting to them, or

oppofingthem.

AL

LTHO' men cannot accurately judge about the de

grees ofvirtue, or vice, in the actions of others,

becauſe their inward fprings are unknown : yet fome

general rules may be abundantly certain and uſeful

in our judging about ourſelves. And we have no great

occafion to make application of them to others, which

muſt be extremely uncertain.

General rules

about the impor 1. Where kind affections alone are the ſprings of

tance of ailions , action,the good effected by any agent is as the ſtrength

of thefe affections and his ability jointly. Theſtrength

of affection therefore is directly as the good effected,

and inverſely as the abilities ; or, in plainer terms,

when the good done by two perfons is equal, while

their abilities are unequal, he fhews the better heart,

whofe abilities were ſmaller.

How views of 2. Where men are alſo excited by views ofprivate

private inte intereft, the effect of theſe ſelfiſh defires is to be de
affect the morali

ty ofactions.
ducted, and the remainder fhews the effect of the vir

tuous difpofition. Where motives of private intereſt

diffuaded from ſome good action performed, thevirtue

appears the higher by furmounting theſe motives .

3. In like manner we compute the moral turpitude

of unkind or bafely ſelfiſh affections leading us to in

jury. The ftrength of them is directly as the evil ef

fected, and inverſely as the abilities . That is, where

i
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equal miſchiefs are done by two, who had it in their CHAP. 2 .

power to do more, in gratification of their evil affecti

ons, he fhews the worſe temper, who had the ſmaller

power but exerted it further.

cumftances affect

4. Whenprivate intereſts excite to hurtful actions,

the effect of the ſelfiſh defires is not the fame way to The fame cir

be deducted to find the pure effect offome inclination evil actions.

wholly vicious. We feldom can have any fuch incli

nations. The moral evils of men generally flow from

the immoderate degrees of fome felfifh affections,

which in a moderate degree would be innocent ; and

the very want of high degrees of fome good affections

is vicious. This deduction can only be made where

the exciting ſelfiſh motive was the avoidingfome great

fufferings terrible even to very good minds ; andfuch

temptations much extenuate the guilt. Wheregreat

intereſts known to the agent diffuaded from the evil

action, indeed the guilt is exceedingly aggravated, as

the depravity of temper furmounts theſe intereſts, as

well as all ſenſe of duty and generous affection.

regarded.

II. But in comparing actions and characters we Thekind ofthe

not only regard the ſtrength of the exciting affection, affections to be

but the kind of it, fince, as we obferved above, our

moralfenfe, by the wife conftitution of God, more ap

proves fuch affections as are moſt uſeful and efficaci

ous for the publick intereft. It immediately approves

the calm fedate good-will either to particular focie

ties, or individuals, more than the turbulent paſſions

ofthe generous fort ; and of the calm affections moſt

approves the moſt extenſive. And thus tho' the effects
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Book II. of two actions were equal, that one is more approved

which flowed from a calm fettled principle of kind

neſs, than another from fome turbulent paffion . The

fuperior excellency of theſe calm difpofitions is al

lowed on all hands ; and fhews men what temper na

ture recommends to their culture, by all the power

we have over our affections ; and what reſtraints ſhould

be laid upon the lefs extenfive affections, whether

calm or paſſionate, that they may never defeat the

purpoſes of the moſt extenfive and excellent difpofi

tions of the foul . Here we ſee alſo the reaſon why no

great virtue is imagined in our kindneſs to our off

fpring, kindred, or even benefactors. Strong particu

lar paſſions naturally ariſe toward perfons fo related

to us, whether we have any of the more extenſive af

fections lively in our breaſts or not : and few characters

are fo depraved as to be void of theſe natural affecti

ons. The want of them indeed , for reaſons preſently

to be mentioned, would argue a temper depraved in

the moſt odious degree.

Hard to fix

precifedegreesof

III. When promoting the publick good is oppofite

obligation. to the agent's worldly intereft, ' tis hard to fix a pre

O

cife degree of good affection requifite merely to avoid

a bad character, or obtain that of bare innocence .

One may be called in one ſenſe innocent who never

hurts others in purſuit of his own intereft. But not

withſtanding this he may be a bad man, if he contri

butes little to a publick intereſt. God has fet in our

hearts, if we would attend to it, a very high ſtandard

of neceffary goodneſs, and we muſt be diſpleaſed with
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ourſelves when we omit any office, how burdenfome CHAP . 2 .

or hurtful foever to ourſelves , which in the whole

would increaſe the publick happineſs after all its con

fequents are confidered . In our common eſtimations

of characters and actions we do not judge fo rigidly,

nor can one eaſily tell preciſely how far one muſt ſacri

fice his private intereſts to the publick, to avoid a

bad character. The extremes of virtue and vice are

abundantly known ; but intermediate degrees are leſs

difcernible from each other when they approach very

near, as in colours fhaded into each other. The fol

lowing maxims ſeem pretty probable, or certain ;

1. That affections of equal degrees of extent or

ftrength are not expected from perfons ofunequal cir

cumſtances and opportunities, tho' originally of equal

tempers. More is demanded from fuch as have had

inſtruction, leiſure for meditation, and acceſs to bet

ter ſtations.

2. Such offices as are uſeful to others, and of no

expence or labour to the agent, are juſtly expected

from all toward all who need them. They are but low

evidences of virtue, but refufing them is very hateful,

and fhews a temper void of humanity.

3. Naywe univerfally condemn the refufal of fuch

ſmaller expences or trouble as can ſcarce diſturb the

happineſs of life, when it is neceffary for any impor

tant advantage even to a ſtranger.

4. The greater the expence or trouble is one fub

mits to for the benefit of others , it muſt be to others

the greater evidence of his virtue.

VOL. I. Hh

Several

ral rules.
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BOOK II. 5. The ſmaller the advantages are for the ſake of

which one does what is detrimental to the publick,

or declines any uſeful fervices, the worſe we muſt con

clude his character.

The fame difficulties may appear in determining

preciſely how far the narrower affections in particular

cafes fhould yield to the more extenfive ; or how far

the intereſts offamilies, kindred, benefactors, friends,

our party, or country, fhould be facrificed to more ex

tenſive intereſts, to avoid a bad character or the charge

ofguilt. A calm mind, folicitous about its own con

duct, will blame every defect of that moſt perfect mo

ral order, which requires facrificing all narrower in

tereſts to the more extenfive. But there is fomething

fo beautiful and fo engaging in many narrower affec

tions of the foul, that wejudge lefs rigidly ofthe con

duct ofmen who from fuch lovely principles neglect

the higheſt perfection. And as it is but aſmall degree ,

of attention and diſcernment, which can be reaſon

ably expected from men of lower ſtations and capaci

ties, much encumbred by procuring to themſelves and

their immediate dependents the neceffaries oflife, na

ture is far from leading us to pronounce the charac

ter bad, which does not in all cafes adhere to the moſt

exact rules of perfection. But withal the attentive re

flecting mind cannot but fee the faireſt mark ſet up

by God in his heart, a clear idea of perfection. The

nearer he can come to it, ſo much the better and more

excellent he is. Nor was it the Divine intention that

we ſhould fatisfy ourſelves by merely avoiding fuch

How narrower

affections should

yieldto more ex

tenfive.
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1

conduct as is matter of infamy. Two general maxims CHAP . 2 .

are abundantly obvious in thefe cafes.

1. Firſt, that to maintain the calm and moſt ex

tenfive affection toward the univerfal happineſs the

ſtrongeſt principle of the foul, able to controll all nar

rower affections when there is any oppoſition ; and the

facrificing all narrower intereſts to the moſt extenfive,

while yet every tender affection in the feveral relati

ons of life is preſerved in as great ſtrength asthe juſt

fubordination of it to the fuperior will admit ; is the

higheſt perfection of human virtue.

2. And yet when ſome of theſe narrower kind af

fections exceed their proportion, and overcome the

more extenſive, the moral deformity is alleviated in

proportion to the moral beauty of that narrower af

fection by which the more extenſive is overpowered.

Thus ' tis more excufable if we do what is hurtful to

the moſt general intereft, from zeal for our country,

for a whole people ; than if the fame had been done

for aggrandizing a party, a cabal, or a family. And

any of thoſe tender affections extenuate the guilt

morethan anymerelyſelfiſh principle could have done,

fuch as avarice, ambition, fenfuality.

narrower

: IV. The greater part of mankind, by the neceffa- The ordinary

ry avocations of life, are incapable of very extenfiveirtues from the

defigns, and want opportunities and abilities for fuch of love.

fervices. But we have this juſt preſumption, that by

ferving innocently any valuable part of a ſyſtem, we

do good to the whole. The lives therefore of many

of the moſt virtuous are juftly employed in ferving

Hh 2
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Book II . fuch particular perfons, or fmaller focieties, who are

more peculiarly recommended to them bythe veryor

der of nature. Nature conftitutes many particular

attachments and proper cauſes of loving fome more

than others. Some of theſe cauſes are of a generous

kind, but in different degrees. Such as the conjugat

and parental relations, and the other tyes of blood ;

benefits conferred, which excite a generous gratitude,

tho' we expect no more ; eminent virtues obferved ; and

the very relation of countrymen. Ofthe ſelfiſh fort are,

a profitable intercourfe ofoffices, dependenceforfuture

preferment, or other favours. All theſe are natural

caufes not only of keener paſſions, but of a ſtronger

calm good-will in moſt of men. On the other hand,

tho', to a man ofjuft reflection, there can be no natural

cauſe ofany calm ultimate ill-will, yet to the greater

part of mankind there are natural caufes of the un

kind paſſions, anger, indignation, envy, and averſion ;

fome wholly ſelfiſh, ſuch as private injuries received,

oppofition to our intereft ; others of a generous kind,

fuch as moral evil obferved, injuries done to thepub

lick, or tofriends, unreaſonable promotion, to the ex

clufion of more worthy men.

General rules
Now a temper is certainly fo much the better, the

of computing. more fufceptible it is of all ſweet affections upon ſmal

ler caufes, eſpecially thofe of the generous kind, pro

v̀ided it entertains proportionally warmer affections

where greater cauſes appear ; and the leſs ſuſceptible

it is ofunkind paffions upon any cauſes, eſpecially the

ſelfiſh. The temper muſt be very good which retains
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good-will, where many occurrences would readily ba- CHAP. 2 .

nifh it from the heart: and that temper muſt be very

bad, where love cannot be kindled by the natural

cauſes.

In general, the ſtronger the merit or the natural

cauſes oflove there are in any perfon, our want oflove

to him muſt evidence the greater depravation : and

any low degree below the proportion of the merit,

muſt evidence the fmaller virtue. A temper whereany

thing virtuous remains muſt be warmed by eminent

virtues, or by great benefits conferred. And fince there

muſt appear in the Deity all the higheſt cauſes of

love, when one with tolerable attention contemplates

him as the author of all good natural and moral, as

the fupreme moral excellence, as the great benefactor

of all ; the want of the higheſt love to him muſt evi

dence the greateſt moral deformity in any rational

mind to whom his perfections are diſcovered.

conclufions.
V. Theſe principles lead to fome moreſpecial con- More Special

clufions. 1. Defect of power, ofopportunities, ofthe

means of external good offices, without any fault of

ours, will not exclude us from the moſt heroick vir

tue. * This maxim is the moſt joyful to a good heart.

2. No diſappointment of any wife and good at

tempt, by external force, or accidents which one could

not forefee, can diminiſh the virtue : nor do unexpec

ted or unintended good confequents increaſe it, † or

diminiſh the guilt of a bad action . In human affairs

men muſt follow probabilities. If the probablegood

See conclufion of book i. † B. ii . c . I.
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Book II. effects intended, which could not be obtained in a

fafer way, furpaſs all the ill effects we could foreſee,

the action is good, altho' fuperior evil confequents en

fue beyond probability.

3. Profpects of private advantage then only abate

the moral beauty of an action, when 'tis known by

the agent, or juſtly prefumed by others, that without

this ſelfiſh motive the agent would not have done fo

much good.

4. Motives of private intereft diminiſh the guilt

of an evil action undertaken from them, only in pro

portion as they would in fuch caſes affect a virtuous

mind. The paſſions raiſed by the greateſt natural

evils impending or threatened, more occupy and in

grofs the mind than any defires of pofitive good to be

obtained. And hence it is that when a perfon through

fear ofdeath, tortures, or flavery, threatened to him

ſelf, or thoſe who are dear to him, or from fome high

provocation to anger, does what brings fuperior de

triment to fociety, the guilt is much more extenua

ted , than if he had been induced to the fame con

duct by the higheſt bribes. And reſiſting the former

temptation would ſhow a nobler ſtrength of virtue

than reſiſting the latter, or any inducements of fen

fuality.* In general, the greater the vice is in any acti

on we are tempted to by motives of intereft, the lefs

is the virtue evidenced by our abftaining from it : and

the ſmaller the vice is to which we have ſuch ſtrong

See Ariftot. Ethic. Nicom. 1. iii, c. ult. and Antonin. 1. ii. c. 10.



the MORALITY ofACTIONS. 247

temptations, the virtue ofrefifting them is the* great- CHAP. 2 .

er, provided we have proportionally firmer refolutions

againſt the greater vices. Some crimes are ſo very odi

ous that few amongſt the moſt corrupt order of men

can be brought to commit them.

5. The temper is the more depraved the greater

the motives to goodneſs are which it counteracts. He

who fins againſt a known law fhews a worſe mind, by

furmounting the ftrong motives to obedience from

the fanctions , and other circumſtances to be mentio

ned hereafter , than one who does the fame action

without any knowledge of the law.

6. Offices ofno trouble or expence do not prove

an highvirtue in the agent, tho' declining them fhews

great depravity, as there are no motives of intereſt

againſt them.

7. Common offices done to perfons of great me

rit in whom there are high cauſes of love, are no evi

dences ofgreat virtue in the agent. He has little vir

tue who ſhews no more zeal for a friend, a benefactor,

a man of eminent virtue, than another will do from

ſmaller bonds ofaffection. And yet the neglecting any

friendly ſervices due to fuch high virtues or merit, is

more vicious than omitting offices of general huma

nity where there were no fuch high claims.

8. When one cannot at once do offices of both

forts, and other circumſtances are equal, we ſhould

follow the ſtronger tyes of nature and the higher cau

fes oflove. Thus we fhould rather do fervices to a

* Thus 'tis a good rule of perfection, to abstainfrom the very appearance ofevil.

I
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Book II. parent, a benefactor, a kinfman, a man of eminent

virtue , than to a ſtranger. As God conſtituted theſe

ſpecial bonds for the wifeſt purpoſes, ' tis for the ge

neral good that, when other circumſtances are equal,

theſe ſtronger bonds fhould engage our ſervices ra

ther than the weaker. The omiffion of the other of

fices, now inconſiſtent with the more facred ones, is

altogether innocent.

9. When only equal good is done by perſons of

equal abilities , from whom more might reaſonably

have been expected, one acting from mere humanity,

the other from additional motives of divine laws and

promiſes propoſed by revelation ; we have better evi

dence of a good temper in the former. Our good

actions fhould rife in proportion to the ſtronger mo

tives propofed, * to fhew an equally good temper.

10. Yet as the true aim of virtue is to promote

the publick good, and not the pleaſing one's felf with

high notions of his own virtue ; every good man muſt

defire to preſent to his mind all theſe motives which

can further prompt him to good offices , and make

him ſteady and refolute againſt all difficulties . He

muſt deſire the firmeſt perſuaſion that virtue is his

trueſt intereſt ; thatGodwill efpoufe his cauſe by mak

ing the virtuous happy either in this life, or the next.

Settling theſe points firmly in our minds, and fre

quently reflecting onthem to obtain conſtancy and vi

gour in a courſe of virtue, fuperior to all temptati

ons of fecular intereft, fhews the trueft benevolence :

* Matth. v. 20. Luke vi. 32,35.
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and the rejecting ſuch confiderations would ſhew a Chap. 2 .

wrong temper, negligent ofthe natural means offor

tifying all kind difpofitions, and of removing all im

pediments out of theirway. Such will be moſt conſtant

and vigorous in all good offices, who have the ſtrongeſt

motives to them, and have removed all opinions ofany

oppofite valuable intereſts. Now fuch are they only

who believe and often reflect upon the Divine Provi

dence as protecting the virtuous, and enſuring their

happineſs ; who raiſe an habitual love, eſteem, and gra

titude to God, which ſtrongly co-operate with all our

generous affections to our fellows. A like effect, in a

lower degree, ariſes from a juſt obſervation on human

affairs, that a courfe of virtue is the moſt probable

way of obtaining outward peace and proſperity, as it

never fails to create inward peace and joy. But all

this is no proof that one's own happineſs of any kind

is the only thinghe ultimately intends in his virtuous

offices .

ofothers arein

VI. But as the affections of men are fometimes How the actions

difcovered by the actions of others to which they con-puted.

tributed, ' tis plain any good office of another, to which

we have defignedly contributed from any good affec

tion, may be imputed in fome degree to our honour.

And where we have contributed to any bad action of

another by acting or omitting contrary to our duty,

it may be imputed alfo as our fault ; but in very dif

ferent degrees, as circumſtances maybeverydifferent.

Thisin various
1.As theywho exhort, adviſe,or direct others in virtue

fhew a good difpofition, and fhare in the honourabledegrees.

VOL. I. Ii
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BOOKII. imputation ; fo the adviſers of wickednefs are alike

guilty whether their advice has been followed or not.

But bad advice may in many inſtances abate the guilt

ofthe perſonwho perpetrates the wickednefs. Human

courts indeed ſeldom puniſh for mere advice, where

there was no power or authority in the adviſer ; and

where no fhare of the profit by any injury came to

him, he is not made lyable to compenfation of the

damage. "Tis hard to find what effect fuch general

advices may have had on the agent, who without them

might have acted the very
fame part.

2. In
many cafes the adviſing, exhorting, or con

gratulating another in any wicked defign may not

fhew fuch depravation as the execution of it, as ma

ny things occur in the execution to diffuade the un

dertaker, and make him relent, which do not occur

to the adviſer or congratulator ; fuch as ſtronger feel

ings of compaſſion and remorfe, and views of puniſh

ment, and even preſent danger. The furmounting all

theſe motives which affect men more deeply in the

execution, mayfhew a greater depravity in the execu

ter. On the other hand, when the adviſer or applau

der has no fuch motives of intereft, or of eſcaping

from fome great danger, no fuch violent paſſions mo

ving him, and yet adviſes or applauds others in mif

chief; the executer who performs it from theſe ſtrong

motives may not be fo entirely debaſed, ſo void ofmo

ral feelings, as the adviſer and applauder.

3. He who of his own pure motion commits a crime,

fhews a worſe difpofition than one who under com
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mand of a fuperior, and threatened with fevere pu- CHAP. 2 .

niſhment if he declines obedience, executes a like ac

tion with inward reluctance. Where the hurt to others

from his obeying the command is much leſs than the

evil he had incurred had he difobeyed, his obedience

may be perfectly innocent, eſpecially if he is ready to

compenfate the damage done to others for his own

fafety ; and the only guilt will be chargeable on the

commander. In general, the perfons veſted with au

thority or power, are the principal cauſes of what is

executed by their command: the ſubject is often in

nocent ; and where he cannot be wholly juſtified, the

guilt is extenuated by the temptation. Nay the ſtrong

importunities of friends are fome extenuation .

4. But whatever is done in confequence ofthe com

mand of our will or of our choice, which affects the

happineſs or mifery of others, whatever were ourmo

tives, is ftill a moral and imputable action, as it is

fome indication of our affections. The fear of great

evil threatened may, as other pleas of neceſſity, make

that innocent, in fome cafes, which without that necef

fityhadbeen criminal ; fuch as deliveringmoneyorarms

to robbers that our lives may be preferved ; throwing

our own or other men's goods over-board in a ſtorm,

are imputed as innocent actions, naymatters ofduty.

And even wherethe publickdetriment enfuing is grea

ter than that we eſcape from by the action , the guilt,

tho' not quite removed, is much extenuated . Still

fuch actions are moral, and imputable as morally good

or evil.

Ii 2

"

9

1

"

1

J
"

34

1



252

BookII.

CHA P. III.

The general Notions ofRIGHTS, and Laws, ex

plained; with their Divifions.

in action .Higit andsurersI.FROM the conftitution of our moral faculty

above-explained,we have our notions of * right,

and wrong, as characters ofaffections and actions. The

affections approved as right, are either univerſal good

will and love of moral excellence, or fuch particular

kind affections as are confiftent with theſe. The ac

tions approved as right, are ſuch as are wiſely intended

either for the general good, or fuch good offome par

ticular fociety or individual as is confiftent with it.

The contrary affections and actions are wrong.

Goodness mate
An action is called materially good when in fact it

rial, andformal, tends to the intereſt of the ſyſtem, as far as we can

judge of its tendency ; or to the good of fome part

confiftent with that of the fyftem, whatever were the

affections of the agent. An action is formally good,

when it flowed from good affections in a juſt propor

tion. A good man deliberating † which of feveral ac

tions propoſed he fhall chufe, regards and compares

the materialgoodness of them, and then is determined

byhis moral fenfe invariably preferring that which ap

pears moſt conducive to the happineſs and virtue of

mankind. But injudging of his ‡ paſt actions he con

* This is the rectum, as diſtinct from the jus, of which prefently the jus enfues

upon the rectum. Confcientia antecedens. ‡ Confcientiafubfequens.



The NATURE ofRIGHTS.
253

fiders chiefly the affections they flowed from abftrac- CHAP. 3 .

ting from their effects. Actions materially good may

flow from motives void of all virtue. And actions truly

virtuous or formally good may by accident, in the

event, turn to the publick detriment.

Our notion ofright as a moral quality competent

to fome perfon, as when weſay one has a right to ſuch

things, is a much more complex conception. What

ever action we would deem either as virtuous or inno

cent were it done by the agent in certain circumftan

ces, we fayhe has a right to do it. Whatever one fo

poffeffes and enjoys in certain circumſtances, that we

would deem it a wrong action in any other to diſturb

or interrupt his poffefſion, we ſay ' tis his right, or he

has a right to enjoy and poffefs it. Whatever demand

one has upon another in fuch circumſtances that we

would deem it wrong conduct in that other not to

comply with it, we fay one has a right to what is thus

demanded. Or we may ſay more briefly, a man hath

a right to do, poffefs, or demand any thing, † “ when

" his acting, poffeffing, or obtaining from another in

" theſe circumſtances tends to the good of fociety, or

to the intereſt of the individual confiftently with

" the rights of others and the general good offociety,

" and obftructing him would have the contrary ten

<6

66

The notion of

rights;

dency."

II. The righteouſneſs or goodnefs of actions is not not always re

ferred to a pub

lickgood.

This is thefame with the common definition , Facultas lege conceffa ad aliquid

agendum, habendum, aut ab altero confequendum; fince the end of thelaw of nature is

the general good.

18
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Book II . indeed the ſame notion with their tendency to univer

fal happiness, or flowing from the defire of it. This

latter is the higheſt ſpecies of the former. Our moral

fenfe has alfo other immediate objects of approbation,

many narrower affections, which we muſtimmediate

ly approve without thinking of their tendency to the

intereſt of a ſyſtem. In like manner we immediately

condemn many unkind paſſions and actions, without

confidering their diſtant effects upon ſociety. When

one by innocent induſtry and ſome kind affections pro

cures for himſelf and thoſe he loves the means ofeaſe

and pleaſure, every good ſpectator is pleaſed that he

fhould enjoy them, and muſt condemn the diſturbing

his poſſeſſion and enjoyment immediately, without

thinking of the effects of fuch injuftice upon a com

munity. Indeed if any grand intereſt of a community

requires his being deprived offome part of his acqui

fitions, then we ſee a ſuperior moral form ; a publick

intereſt, which a good mind muſt more regard : and

a more extenſive affection, appearing more lovely than

the narrower, juftifies the mind in controllingit. The

former approbation was equally immediate ; but this

latter is of an higher kind, to which the former is

naturally * fubordinate.

Rights feem to

tural

Nay, as in fact it is for the good ofthe ſyſtem that

attend every na-every defire and ſenſe natural to us, even thoſe ofthe

loweſt kinds, fhould be gratified as far as their gra

tification is confiftent with the nobler enjoyments, and

in a juft fubordination to them ; there feems a natural

* See B. i. c. 4..
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notion ofright to attend them all. We thinkwe have CHAP. 3 .

a right to gratify them, as ſoon as we form moral no

tions, until we diſcover fome oppofition between theſe

lower ones, and fome principle we naturally feel to be

fuperior to them. This very ſenſe of right ſeems the

foundation of that ſenſe of liberty, that claim we all

naturally inſiſt upon to act according to our own in

clination in gratifying any defire, until we ſee the in

confiſtence of its gratification with ſome ſuperior prin

ciples. The feveral appetites no doubt operate in us

before we have any moral notions, purſuing their ſe

veral gratifications . But after moral notions are ob

tained, we aſſume to ourſelves, and, where our paſſi

ons are not raiſed , we allow a right to others to grati

fy any defire which is not apprehended oppoſite to

fome higher natural principle : and not only look upon

it as a damage or hurt when we are hindered without

this reaſon, but deem it immoral and ill-natured in

one who affumes a power to obftruct us. Wecondemn

the man who ſhould by violence, without the juſt

cauſe, obſtruct the enjoyments of a third perſon with

whom we are not concerned . †

lid against the
But, altho' privatejuftice, veracity, openness ofmind, one can beva

compaffion, are immediately approved, without refe-publick interest .

rence to a fyftem ; yet we muſt not imagine that any

of theſe principles are deftined to controll or limit.

This feems the intention of Grotius

de J. B. et P. l. i . c . 2. i . where he de

duces the notion of right from theſe two ;

firfl, the initia naturae, or the natural de

fires, which do not alone conftitute right,

till we examine alfo the other, which is

the convenientia cum natura rationali etfo

ciali ; uling the phraſes of the Stoicks,

tho' not precifely in their meaning..
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Book II. that regard to the moſt extenſive good which we fhew

ed to be the nobleft principle ofour nature. The moſt

extenſive affection has a dignity fufficient to juſtify

the contracting any other difpofition : whereas no mo

ral agent can upon cloſe reflection approve himſelf in

adhering to any ſpecial rule, or following any other

difpofition of his nature, when he diſcerns, upon the

beſt evidence he can have, that doing fo is contrary

to the univerſal intereft or the moſt extenſive happi

neſs of the ſyſtem in the whole of its effects.

4

✓

The causes of

mistakes.

Whenfome ingenious and good men conceive ſome

other independent or unfubordinated notion of †juf

tice in puniſhing, they feem to have derived it from

the feelings and impulſes of a natural paſſion, a ge

nerous indignation or anger arifing againſt groffer

crimes. But this paffion, however wifely implanted,

muſt be under the controll of an higher principle.

Its fole impulſe is to inflict evil on thoſe whofe vices

have excited it. This paffion, and pity too, tho' both

are lovely, muſt often be reſtrained bywife magiftrates,

j

"6

† There is a miſtake in an argument

en this head in an excellent book, Bishop

Butler's Analogy. " Ill-defert, or merit

" ing puniſhment, muſt be another notion

" than this that the fufferings offuch tend

"to the publick good ; becauſe the fuffe

rings of innocent perfons may fome

" timestend to the publick good; and in

" fuch cafes, 'tis juft to fubject them to

"fuch fufferings: and yet here there is no

" ill-defert. " All men grant that under

ill-defert oneother notion is involved than

the tendency offufferings to thepublickgood,

viz. the notion offome moralevil preceed

ing. But where moral evil has preceded,

what else can juſtify puniſhing, but fhew

ing that punifhing, in ſuch caſes , tends to

fome publick good ? One tendency to

publick good in puniſhing where guilt pre

ceeded juftifies the punishment. Another

tendency to publick good in a different

way juftifies the fubjecting innocent per

fonsto fufferings. This rather proves that

there is no other ultimate meaſure ofjuf

tice than fome tendency or other to this

end; tho' anger moves us to puniſh with

out this confideration .
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parents, guardians. Nay were it poffible to root out CHAP. 3 .

all theſe paffions, and ſubſtitute in their place a ftrong

calm regard to the moſt extenfive good, ever preſent

to the mind, and ever awake to difcern the feveral

duties of life fubfervient to this general end, ſo much

the better would theſe duties be performed. Supe

rior orders of beings may want theſe paſſions alto

gether.

III. Rights, according as they are more or less ne- Rights perfect,

ceffary to be maintained and obſerved in fociety, areand imperfect ;

divided into perfect , and imperfect. Every proper

right is fome way conducive to the publick intereſt,

and is founded upon fome fuch tendency. The ob

ſerving and fulfilling every proper right of others is

matter of conſcience, neceffary to obtain the appro

bation ofGod, and our own hearts. But fome ofthem

are of fuch a nature that the intereſt of ſociety re

quires they fhould ever be maintained and fulfilled

to all who have them, and that even by methods of

force, where gentler meaſures prove ineffectual ; theſe

are called perfect rights ; fuch as every innocent man

has to his life ; to a good name ; to the integrity and

foundneſs of his body ; to the acquifitions of his ho

neſt induſtry ; to act according to his own choice with

in the limits of the law of nature : this right we call

natural liberty, of which liberty of conſcience is not

only an effential but an unalienable branch. Theſe

rights ſhould be maintained to all men, when no more

general intereſt of mankind requires any abridgement

ofthem. Society cannot ſubſiſt unleſs theſe rights are

VOL. I. K k
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Book II. facred. No individual can be happy where ſuch rights

of his are promifcuouſly violated .

both create a
Other rights as truly facred in the fight of God,

corresponding band our own confciences, yet are offuch a nature, that

for fome remote reaſons of publick utility, they muſt

not be afferted by violence or compulfion, but left to

the goodneſs ofother men's hearts. Theſe are the im

perfect rights. The regarding and fulfilling them to

every one who has them is of great advantage and or

nament to human life, and the violating or declining

to fulfil themto others,.in many cafes may be as cri

minal in the fight of God as the violation of perfect

rights : but as they are not of ſuch abſolute neceſſity

to the fubfiftence of fociety among men, and there

are the most obvious reaſons why they ſhould be left

to men's honour and confcience, they are not matter

of compulfion. Such are the rights of the indigent to

relief from the wealthy: the rights of all men to of

fices of no trouble or expence : the rights of friends

and benefactors to friendly and grateful returns : the

right of every good man to fuch ſervices as are to

him ofmuch greater importance than fmall trou

ble or lofs they occafion to men in fplendid ſtations

or fortunes.

any

Imperfelt rights To make all theſe rights of ſo delicate a nature

not matter of

compulfion . matters of compulfion, eſpecially when it is fo hard

to determine the feveral claims ofmen, and the nice

degrees of them, about which there must be great di

verſity of fentiment, would furniſh matter of eternal

contention and war: and were they made matters of

售
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compulfion, there would remain no proper opportu- CHAP. 3 .

nity for good men to diſcover their goodneſs to others,

and engage their eſteem and gratitude. The moſt art

fully felfiſh, for fear of compulfion, would be the

readieſt to fulfil theſe rights were themeaſures ofthem

once determined. Nothing too would be left to choice

or natural liberty.

66

There remains a third fpecies, but rather a fha- External rights .

dow of right than any thing deſerving that honour

able name, which we call an external right ; in the uſe

of which no man can be approved by God, or his own

heart, upon reflection . " When doing, enjoying, or

demanding from others is really detrimental to the

publick, and contrary to the facred obligations of

humanity, gratitude, friendſhip, or fuch like ; and yet

"forfome remote reaſons 'tis for the intereſt ofſociety

" not to deny men this faculty, but on the contrary

" in fome inſtances to confirm it ." "Tis thus the un

charitable mifer has this fhadow of right even to that

fhare of his poffeffions which he ſhould have employed

in offices of humanity, charity, or gratitude; or to re

cal money unſeaſonably or cruelly from an induſtrious

fponfable debtor ; to demand performance of too ſe

vere and unequal covenants, while no law prohibits

them. Many fuch like claims are introduced by civil

laws in the cafes of wills, fucceffions to the inteftate,

and contracts, where the equitable and humane part

may be very different from the legal claim . This ex

ternal appearance of right is all that remains when

any duty of gratitude, friendſhip, or humanity re

66
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"

Book II. quires our receding from what otherways would have

been a perfect right.

Now as no action, enjoyment, or demand, and its

contrary, can be alike uſeful to fociety, ſo nature has

in no inſtance conſtituted proper rights oppofite the

one to the other: imperfect rights of humanity may

be oppofite to external rights ; but as neither the for

mer, nor the latter, entitle one to ufe force with a

good confcience, war can never be really juſt on both

fides. Any obligation in conſcience to comply with

external ſhadows ofright which others may have, can

arife only from prudence with regard to our own in

tereft, or from fome remote views of the detriment

that may
in fome cafes redound to fociety from op

poſing them, and not from any ſenſe of duty toward

the perſon who inſiſts on them in oppoſition to hu

manity.

What rights may

beopposite.

Futice oflaws

offeveral forts

66

There is a like divifion of the juftice of laws . Some

fyftems of them are called juft, only in this ſenſe ,

" that they require only what is of high neceffity for

every peaceful ftate, and prohibit all that is necef

farily everfive ofgood order and polity, yet without

a nice regard to promote the nobler virtues, and to

" prohibit all actions of a bad tendency, when they

" are not abfolutely pernicious." In ſuch ſtates acti

ons are legally juſt which violate none of thefe necef

fary laws, and men have legal rights to do whatever

the laws permit, tho' often contrary not only to hu

manity, but to what a finer inſtitution would make

neceffary. Sometimes a good legiflator is conſtrained

66

66
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to give no better laws, from the bad difpofitions of CHAP . 3 .

his ſubjects which would bear no better.* In another

meaning of the word, that ſyſtem of laws only would

be called juft, " where every thing is decreed in the

" wiſeſt manner for the beſt order in fociety, and pro

" motingthe greateſt virtue and happineſs among in

" dividuals." In the former fenfe only can the Jew

iſh ſyſtem be called juft, while it permitted polyga

my, divorces at pleaſure, and execution of juſtice on

murderers and all man-flayers by private perfons the

neareſt kinſmen of the deceaſed ; and contained a very

burdenfome ritual inftitution of worship..

or not.

IV . Our rights are either alienable, or unalienable. Rights alienable,

The former are known by theſe two characters joint

ly, that the tranſlation of them to others can be made

effectually, and that ſome intereſt of ſociety, or indi

viduals confiftently with it, may frequently require

fuch tranflations . Thus our right to our goods and

labours is naturally alienable. But where either the

tranflation cannot be made with any effect, or where

no good in human life requires it, the right is una

lienable, and cannot be juſtly claimed by any other

but the perſon originally poffeffing it . Thus no man

can really change his fentiments, judgments, and in+

ward affections, at the pleaſure of another ; nor can

it tend to any good to make him profeſs what is con

|This is probably the moſt uſeful ex

plication of the diftinction of Civilians of

the jus naturale into the primarium and

fecundarium the former unalterable, and

the later variable according to the pru

dence of civilized nations. To call the

one felf-evident , and the other not, is tri

fling : a juft conclufion is as fure as the

premifes . See Grot. 1. c. 1 , 2 .
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Book II. trary to his heart. The right of private judgment is

therefore unalienable.

The degrees

from imperfect,

V. By dividing rights into the two claffes of per

to perfect, innu-fect, and imperfect ; we do not intimate that all thoſe

merable. of either claſs are of the fame importance or necef

fity ; that the guilt of violating all perfect rights, is

equal ; or that the violating all imperfect rights is

equally criminal. There is plainly a gradation from

the weakest claim of humanity, to the higheſt perfect

right, by innumerable ſteps . Every worthy man, tho'

not in diſtreſs, has a claim the great

upon great and opu

lent for any good office in their wayfor improving his

condition, when none of greater merit, or greater in

digence, has an interfering claim. This is among the

loweſt imperfect rights or claims. A good man in di

ſtreſs has an higher claim. One who has done emi

nent publick fervices has an higher ſtill : one who had

done fingular fervices of an honourable kind to men

now in power has a ſtronger claim upon them, efpe

cially if he is fallen into diftrefs . All theſe we call

imperfect rights. The greater the merit and natu

ral caufes of love there are in the perſon who has

theſe claims, the nearer alfo they approach to perfect

rights. A worthy man in diſtreſs has an imperfect

claim to the neceffaries of life upon all who can re

lieve him, but on his children his claim is almoftper

fect, not only for a bare ſupport, but for fuch con

veniencies of life fuited to the parent's ftation as

they can afford without diſtreſſing themſelves. The

ſenſe ofan honeſt man, practiſed in the affairs of life,



DIVISIONS of RIGHTS.
263

muſt determine theſe points more precifely in particu- CHAP. 3.

lar cafes.

depends.
In general, rights are the more facred the greater Upon what their

their importance is to the publick good, the greater

the evils are which enfue upon violating them, the lefs

the trouble or expence is of obferving them, the grea

ter the merit or caufes of love are in the perfons who

have them. And the ſtronger the claim is, fo much

the greater is the crime of oppofing it ; and the fmal

ler is the degree of virtue in complying with it.

On the other hand, the lefs the detriment is which

enfues upon violating a right, the greater the trouble

or expence is of fulfilling or complying with it, the

fmaller the merit ofthe perfon is , the right is fo much.

the weaker: but then the more virtue is evidenced by

regarding it, provided there be a proportionablyhigh

er regard to the higher claims of others ; and the

moral turpitude ofneglecting it is fo much the leſs.

Small virtue is fhewn by paying a juft debt, by ab

ſtaining from outrages and violence, by common re

turns ofgood offices where we have been highly obli

ged, bycommon duty to a worthy parent in diftrefs :

but the conduct contrary to fuch facred claims would

be moſt deteſtable. Offices of fingular generofity to

a worthy man who has no fpecial claim upon us, are

greater evidences of a good temper ( if we ſhow a

proportionably higher ardour of goodneſs where there

is equal merit and peculiar claims upon us ) than of

fices equally beneficent toward a kinfman, or great

benefactor.

-
~

,
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I

VI. To each right there correfponds an obligation,

perfect or imperfect, as the right is . The term ob

ligation, rela- ligation is both complex and ambiguous. Weprima

Right, and ab

t:ve.

BOOKII.

rily fay one is obliged to an action " when he muſt

" find from the conftitution ofhuman nature that he

" and every attentive obſerver muſt diſapprove the

< omiffion of it as morally evil." Theword is fome

times taken for “ a ftrong motive of intereſt conſti

" tuted by the will offome potentfuperior to engage

" us to act as he requires." In the former meaning,

obligation is founded on our moral faculty; in the la

ter, it ſeems to abſtract from it. But in deſcribing

thefuperiorwho can conſtitute obligation, we not on

ly include fufficient force or power, but alſo a juſt

right to govern ; and this juſtice or right will lead us

again to our moralfaculty. Through this ambiguity

ingenious men have contradicted each other with

keenneſs ; ſome afferting an obligation antecedent to

all views of intereft, or laws ; others deriving the ori

ginal fource of all obligation from the law or will of

an omnipotent Being. This leads us to confider the

general doctrine of laws, and the foundation of the

right of governing rational agents, to which corre

fponds their obligation to obedience.

VII. As we fhewed in the former book that we all

have fufficient indications of the exiſtence and provi

dence ofGod, and that he is the author of all our na

tural powers and difpofitions, our reafon, our moral

faculty, and our affections ; we can by juft reflection

† See Leibnitz's cenfure on Puffendorf and Barbeyraque's defence ofhim.

Indications of

the DivineWill.
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alfo plainly diſcern what courſe of action this confti- CHAP. 3 .

tution of our nature recommends both to our appro

bation as morally excellent, and to our election inpoint

of intereſt. We must therefore fee the intention of

the God of Nature in all this, and cannot but look

upon all theſe conclufions ofjuſt reaſoning and reflec

tion as fo many indications to us of the will of God

concerning our conduct. When we have arrived at

this perfuafion, theſe practical conclufions receive new

enforcements upon our hearts, both from our moral

faculty, and from our intereſt.

Deity to gover

As God is juftly conceived a being ofperfect good- The right of the

nefs and wiſdom, andthe greateſt benefactor to man- all.

kind, our hearts muſt be difpofed by the ſtrongeſtfen

timents of gratitude to comply with all the indicati

ons of his will, and muft feel the ſtrongeſt diſapproba

tion of all difobedience. His moral excellence muft

add ſtrength to theſe feelings of gratitude and make a

deeper ſenſe of the duty incumbent on us to obey

him, as it fhews that what he enjoins muſt be condu

cive to the univerfal intereſt. Theſe practical conclu

fions therefore from the conftitution of our nature

do not fuggeft mere matters of private intereſt, or fi

ner taſte, which we are at liberty either to follow as

the means ofmore delicate enjoyment, or to counter

act, ifwe pleaſe to content ourſelves with another fort

of enjoyments. They are enforced as matters of ſa

cred obligation by the very feelings of our hearts, and

a neglect of them muſt be diſapproved in the higheſt

manner, and be matter ofdeep remorfe under the odi

VOL. I. LI
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Book II.ous form of ingratitude, and counteracting the uni

verfal intereft. Thus it is that we are fenfible of our

moral obligation to obey the will of God. The di

vine perfections which fuggeft theſe ſentiments are his

moral attributes, and the benefits he has beſtowed on

mankind.

For as it muſt tend to the univerſal good that a

being of perfect wiſdom and goodneſs ſhould ſuper

intend human affairs, affuming to himſelf to govern

their actions, and to declare his pleaſure about them;

fo it muſt undoubtedly tend to the univerſal good that

all rational creatures obey his will. This fhews his

right ofmoral government. For the ultimate notion

of right is that which tends to the univerfalgood ; and

when one's acting in a certain manner has this ten

dency, he has a right thus to act. The properfoun

dation of right here is infinite goodneſs and wiſdom.

Thebenefits conferred on us by God, fuperadd a new

enforcement to our obligation by the fenfe of grati

tude, and our natural abhorrence of ingratitude. But

benefits alone, are not a proper foundation of right,

as they will not prove that the power affumed tends

to the univerfal good or is confiftent with it, however

they ſuggeſt an amiable motive to obedience.

Sonded on wif

dom and grod

223.

But as the Deity is alfo omnipotent, and can make

confirmed by hishappy or miferable as he pleafes, this attribute fug

geſts to us, not a proper foundation of right, but a

ftrong motive ofintereſt to obey his will, and a qua

anipotence.

+ Theſe are thefundamentapoteftatisfive imperit. Power is rather the conditiofine

qua nạn
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lity very neceffary to execute effectually the right of CHAP. 3 .

government affumed . The right itſelf is founded on

his wiſdom and goodneſs , which fhew that his affu

ming of power by giving laws and annexing fanctions

will conduce to the greateſt good. And ifthis good

cannot be obtained when the laws have no influence

on the ſubjects, nor can they have influence upon

minds any way depraved, if they find that the fancti

ons are not executed ; ' tis plain from the fame perfec

tions, that ' tis right, or the Deity has a right, to exe

cute fuch fanctions as are thus neceffary ; which his

power always enables him to do.

But as no man can give fuch evidence as fhall fa

tisfy his fellows of his fuperior goodneſs and wiſdom, Human power

and remove fufpicions of his weakneſs and intereſted

views ; as there is no acknowledged criterion of fupe

rior wiſdom for governing ; and multitudes at once

would pretend to it ; as there is no affurance can be

given of good intentions, to which the worſt might

by hypocritical ſervices pretend ; and as a people can

not be happy while their intereſts precarioufly depend

on perfons offufpected goodneſs or wifdom ; thefe qua

lities cannot be, among men, the natural foundati

ons of power ; nor can it ferve the general intereſt

that they ſhould be deemed fufficient to conftitute

fuch a right of governing, or of compelling others

to obedience. Some extraordinary cafes may be ex

cepted.

VIII. As a lawis " a declaration made byhim who Laws define!• ,

"has a right to govern, what actions he requires, or for

ܡ
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BookII. " bids, for the publick good ; and what motives of in

" tereſt he has conftituted to excite to the actions re

“ quired, and deter from thoſe prohibited. " It con

tains theſe two parts, the precept, fhewing the actions

required, or prohibited ; and thefanction, fhewing the

rewards to enfue upon obedience, or the evils to be in

flicted upon the diſobedient. The precept muſt al

ways be expreffed, but the ſanction maybe und
erſtood

as referved difcretionary to the governor.

Practical dic This notion ofa law fhews howjustly the practical

Bates of reafon conclufions of right reaſon from the order of natureanedivinelaws.

conftituted by God, and laid open to our obfervation,

are called laws ofnature, and laws ofGod; as they

are clear declarations of his will about our conduct.

And all the private advantages, internal or external,

which we can forefee as probably enfuing upon our

complyance, from the conftitution ofour own nature,

or that of others, or ofthe world around us, are fo

many fanctions of rewards: and all the evils in like

manner to be expected from our non-obfervance of

theſe concluſions, are fanctions of puniſhment, decla

red or promulgatedby the fame means which declare

the precepts
.

Thefole ufe of words, or writing, in laws, is to dif

cover the will of the governor. In pofitive laws it muſt

byfuch means be difcovered. But there is another and

primary way by which God diſcovers his will concern

ing our conduct, and likeways propoſes the moſt in

tereſting motives , even by the conftitution of na

ture, and the powers ofreaſon, and moral perception,
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* C

which he has given to mankind, and thus reveals a CHAP. 3 .

law with its fanctions, as effectually as by words, or wri

ting; and in a manner more noble and divine.*
Laws natural

twofenfes.

IX. Laws are divided into natural, and pofitive, and poſitive in .

But theſe two terms are uſed in very different mean

ings. Sometimes the divifion is taken from the diffe

rent manners ofpromulgation ; and then by natural

laws are understood the moral determinations of the

heart and the concluſions of right reaſon from theſe

determinations and other obfervations ofnature ; and

bypofitive laws, fuch as are promulgated in words or

writing, whatever the matter of them be.

or not neceffar
Others take the divifion expreffed by theſe words Laws neceffarn:

from the diverſity of the matter of laws ; as fome

laws declare the natural direct and neceffary means

of fupporting the dignity of human nature and pro

moting the publick good ; fo that either oppoſite of

different laws could not be equally uſeful, nay would

be pernicious to fociety : theſe they call natural: fuch

are all the laws of juſtice and humanity. Other laws

have indeed in intention fome good end, and with a

view to it require certain means, but theſe are not

always the fole, or the neceffary, or preferable means:

The fame good end may be obtained by different

means, and theſe equally convenient or effectual, and

yet it may be neceffary for the good of a fociety that

a certain fet of means be agreed upon for all . Nay

certain inſtitutions make fome practices uſeful which .

in their own nature were of no ufe. Thus fome xites .

* On this fubject fee. Dr. Cumberland de Leg. Nat. Prolegom , etc..i..

,

1
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Book II. of religion , in their own nature of no importance, yet,

by being inſtituted in memory of fome great events,

the frequent remembrance of which must increaſe

grateful, pious, or humane diſpoſitions, may become

very uſeful to mankind.

The moſt frequent occafions for poſitive laws are

where the fame good ends may be obtained different

ways, but 'tis requifite that fome one way be fixed

for all in a certain diftrict. Thus neither can focial

worſhip be performed, nor courts of juſtice be kept,

unleſs times and places are determined : and yet ' tis

feldom found that any one time is fitter than another

for any natural reafon. In like manner, in the exe

cution ofjuſtice there are different forms of proceſs,

different penalties for crimes, different times for exe

cutions. "Tis convenient all theſe points ſhould be

known and fettled for a whole fociety ; and yet no

one of the poſſible determinations can be ſaid to be

abfolutely beft, fo that the fmalleſt variation would

make it worſe.

The wife ends

ofpofitive laws.

Pofitive laws are quite different from what we call

arbitrary or imperious , ſuch as are enacted merely

from oftentation of power, without fubferviency to the

publick intereſt.

To the obligation of a law promulgation is necef

fary; not that every fubject fhould actually know it ;

but that every one have it in his power, by fuch dili

gence as he is capable of, to attain to the knowledge

of it. The penalties of laws may be juſtly exacted,

where the laws have not been actually known, when

They are useless

cr arbitrary.
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1

the ſubject is culpably ignorant , and might have CHAP. 3 .

known them by fuch diligence as a good man in his

circumſtances would have ufed. But the ignorance

of fome laws of more difficult diſcovery may be very

excufable in ſome men becauſe of many avocations ,

and low abilities, or opportunities, which yet may be

very culpable in others placed in more advantageous

circumſtances.

X. As the laws of nature comprehend not merely Howthe larm og"

the original moral determinations of the mind, butnatureisperfec. ›

likeways the practical conclufions made by the rea

foning and reflection of men upon the conftitution of

nature, fhewing what conduct is worthy and tends to

publick good, there needs be little controversy about

their perfection, as all muft own that the reafon even

of the moſt ingenious and moſt improved is ftill im

perfect. And that it may be very poffible that a fu

perior being could fee a certain rule of conduct to

be conducive to the publick good, which none of hu

man race could ever have difcovered to be uſeful :

and as to the bulk of mankind, they may indeed ea

fily diſcover the general and moſt neceffary rules, but

they feldom can find out or even apprehend well the

reafons upon which fome of the more fpecial laws.

which yet have a fubftantial foundation in nature are

built. If one by the ſyſtem of the laws of nature

means the very conftitutions of nature itſelf, or the

objective evidence laid before rational beings in the

whole ; this no doubt is perfect : but its perfection does.

not fuperfede the uſefulneſs ofthe revelation of laws
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BookII. to mankindby words or writing, or of the diſcoveries

ofthe wiſer human legiſlators or moralifts, or ofpre

cepts pofitive as to their matter; fince fo few ofman

kind can attain any great knowledge of this confti

tution, and none can pretend to underſtand it com

pleatly.

Its imperfecti

providence.

We fhould not cenfure providence on account of

prudent inthis imperfection, for reaſons * mentioned above, any

more than we cenfure it for our ſmall bodily ſtrength,

or the fhortness of our lives. If we uſe our powers

and opportunities well, the condition of human life

in this world will be in the main an agreeable and hap

py ſtate; and yet by divine revelation, or even by ac

curate reaſonings of wife men, much may be difco

vered for the improvement of this life ; and manyfine

inftitutions contrived , the reafons for which neither

any one in the ruder nations, nor the populace in the

more civilized, fhall ever apprehend. ·

•

All lawsfhould
But this holds in general, that all wife and juſt

aimatjome good.laws have ſome tendency to the general happineſs, or

to the good of fome part of the ſyſtem fubfervient to

and conſiſtent with the general good. The moral

good in obedience conſiſts in either a direct intention

of this good end propoſed by the law, whether we

knowit fully ourſelves, or implicitly truſt to the good

nefs of the legiſlator ; or in fome grateful affection to

ward the legiſlator : where obedience flows only from

fear ofpuniſhment, or hope of reward, it has no moral

<xcellency, tho' in fome cafes it may be innocent.

# B. i. c. 9. 12.

1

1
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XI. Precepts of the law of nature, or theſe practi- CHAP. 3 .

cal obfervations, are deemed immutable and eternal,

becauſe ſome rules, or rather the difpofitions which

gave origin to them, and in which they are founded ,

muſt always tend to the general good, and the con

trary to the general detriment , in fuch a ſyſtem of

creatures as we are. But we muſt not imagine that all

the ſpecial precepts of the law of nature are thus im

mutable as they are commonly enunciated univerfal

ly. Ifwe make the precepts immutable, we muſt al

low many exceptions as parts of the precept, or un

derſtand the precept as holding only generally in or

dinary cafes. As the precept is indeed no more than

a conclufion from obfervation of what fort ofconduct

is ordinarily uſeful to ſociety ; fome fingular cafes

may happen in which departing from the ordinary rule

may be more for the general intereft than following it.

And fome wife human inftitutions may take away or

limit fome rights which formerly were facredly con

firmed to each individual by the law of nature. Be

fore civil polity each one had a right by private vio

lence when gentler methods were ineffectual, of ob

taining reparation ofwrong from the author ofit. But

in civil polity private individuals ceaſe to have a right

to uſe thoſe means. In like manner civil laws juftly

limit our uſe of our own property, and take fome

fhare of it for publick exigences, whereas previoufly

to ſome political inftitution the general law of na

ture allowed to each one the full ufe of all his own

acquifitions, and the right of diſpoſing of them at

VOL. I. M m

How the law of

nature is immu

table.
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BOOK II . pleaſure . Singular cafes ofneceffity arealfojuftlydeem

ed exceptions from the ordinary laws. "Tis injurious

ordinarily to uſe the property of another without his

confent ; but an innocent man when he cannot other

ways fave his life in his flying from an unjuſt enemy,

does no wrong by taking the horſe of another when

he cannot wait for the owner's confent.

Equity what.

The two fundamental precepts of " loving God,

" and promoting the univerſal happineſs , " admit of

no exceptions ; nay in the latter precept are founded

all the exceptions from the ſpecial laws of nature; all

the rights of receding, in cafes of fingular neceffity,

from the ordinary rules ; and all the limitations of

our rights by any wife inftitutions : fince all theſe are

juſtified by their tendency in certain cafes, and upon

certain fuppofitions, to a fuperior good of the fyftem

than would enfue from following the ordinary rule.

XII. Some intricate controverfies ariſe among mo

raliſts and ſchoolmen, from not obſerving ſufficiently

the difference between theſe practical obfervations we

call laws of nature, and the laws declared in words

and writing by legiſlators, divine, or human. They

may be prevented by the following remarks.

" correction
1. As by * equity, they underſtand, a

" of any defect in the law by too great or too ſmall

extent of its expreffion," when it is juſtly interpreted

according to the true intention of the legiſlator, ex

tended as far as the reafon ofit extends, and not ex

tended to cafes where the reafon of the law does not

* The Exxx of Ariftotle and the ſchoolmen.



The NATURE ofLAWS. 275

hold ; there is no room for this fort of equity as di- Chap . 3 .

ftinct from the letter in the law of nature ; as the law

is not declared to us by words, in which alone there

can be too fmall or great univerfality. Whateverright

reaſon fhews to be humane and equitable in conduct,

is a part of the law of nature.

Difpenfation a

non Law.

2. The whole doctrine of diſpenſations was intro- The doffrine of

duced by the canonifts, after many capricious, im- rojefrom the Ca

prudent, and unneceffary laws were impofed upon the

Chriſtian world, with the worſt deſigns, and yet it was

often found neceffary to free men from the obliga

tion of them. By difpenfation is underſtood “ ſome

" act ofthe legiſlator exempting certain perſons from

" the obligation of laws which extended to them as

" well as others :" and always imports fome abatement

or derogation from a law.

ambiguous.

66

3. The word difpenfation is very ambiguous ; and Diſpenſation,

there are different kinds of it. Difpenfation may be

given either from the fanction, after the law is vio

lated, or from the precept, previouſly to any violati

on of the law. A difpenfation from the fanction is

exempting a perſon from the legal puniſhment who

" has incurred it by violating the law ; or the abating

or altering of the puniſhment." Now, as we ſhall

fee hereafter, there areſome very ftrong reaſons why

a power of ſuch difpenfation fhould be lodged fome

where in every ſtate, when the publick intereſt may

require ſuch diſpenſations : and, in like manner, as to

fuch puniſhments as may naturally enfue, and be ordi

narily neceffary for the general good upon the vio

166

1
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Book II. lation of the laws of nature, it may be perfectly wife

and benign that God, the great ruler of the world ,

fhould fometimes mercifully interpofe and prevent

thefe fufferings when the true end of them can be c

therways obtained . But as we cannot conceive anyfuch

laws limiting God himſelf as may limit even the fu

preme magiftrates ofſtates, nor are any fuch particu

lar puniſhments ſpecified by the laws of nature inva

riably as may be by human laws, there can be little

occafion for debating about the divine right ofdifpen

fing with the fanctions of the laws of nature.

Previous dif

penfation from
4. As to previous difpenfations from the precepts

uft laws ma of laws, if thelaw itſelf be wife in all its extent, the

be evil.

previous diſpenſing with any violation of it muſt ap

pear unjuſt and imprudent in any governor. And ' tis

plain that no permiſſion or command of any perſon

can alter the moral nature of our affections fo as to

make the love of God, and our neighbour, become

evil ; or any contrary affections become good: nor can

any permiſſion or command alter the moral nature of

the external actions which flowfrom thefe affections.

No man could approve any fuch permiffions or com

mands, nor can they ever be given by a good God.

Some confufed notions of the divine right of domi

nion or fovereignty have led fome authors into fuch

ſentiments, as if a divine command could juſtify un

kind or inhumane affections, and actions confequent

upon them tending to the general detriment of the

ſyſtem. But if one would confult the feelings of his

heart, and examine well the original notion ofright in
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action, or the right of governing, as diftinct from CHAP. 3

mere fuperior force, he would fee fuch tenets to bem

contradictory to themſelves.

5. As to external actions required, where nothing

is in words preſcribed about the affections, the certain

command of a being who we are perfuaded is poſſeſ

fed of perfect goodneſs and wiſdom, may juftly make

us conclude that fuch enjoined actions, contrary to

the prefent external appearances, may truly tend to

fuperior good in the whole, and occafion no prepol

lent evil : when the evidence for the goodneſs of the

enjoiner, and for this fact that he ' is the author of

this injunction, is ſo great as to ſurpaſs ſufficiently

the contrary prefumption from the external appear

ances of a bad tendency in the actions commanded.

This cafe can ſcarce be called a difpenfation from

the laws of nature, fince the agent is acting accord,

ing to the law, what he believes is tending to good,,

tho' his opinion about this tendency is founded upon

the teſtimony of another, and not upon his own know

ledge.

tion maybe in

46

6. Ifby difpenfation be underſtood only " agrant what diffenfa-

❝ing external impunity to actions really evil, or con- dicated.

trary to thoſe rules of right reafon which fhew the

" moſt perfect and virtuous courſe of actions ;" hu

man lawgivers muſt often grant fuch external impu

nity, as we ſhall fee hereafter. And ' tis alledged that

many fuch permiffions are in the MofaickLaw, which

may be juſtified from the circumſtances of that peo

ple and of the neighbouring nations : fince a moreri
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BOOK II . gidlyvirtuousinftitution would havemade them revolt

altogetherfromthe worſhip ofthe true God. But then

fuch agrant of external impunity does not remove or

abate the moral turpitude of the actions in fuch men

as know their pernicious tendency, or their contrari

ety to the moſt perfect and virtuous inftitutions. By

fuch permiffions however, and the general practice

enfuing, the populace may be made generally leſs at

tentive to any bad tendency of fuch actions, and ſe
fe

cure about it , ſo that the guilt may be much extenu

ated by the ignorance prevailing , which in ſome of

the loweſt orders of men may become almoſt invin

cible. But fince the guilt is not entirely removed by

fuch permiſſions , they are not what the Schoolmen

and Canonifts generally underſtand by difpenfations

from the law of nature, which they fuppofe makes

the actions in confequence ofthem perfectly innocent.

Miftakes about Nor do thefe cafes come up to the common
7.

difpenfations. notion of difpenfation when a fuperior acting accor

ding to the powers veſted in him by the law diſpoſes

in an unuſual manner ofthings committed to his dif

pofal; or when the goods of the ſubjects, who have a

right to them valid againſt their fellows , but not va

lid by law againſt their ſovereign, are diſpoſed of by

the fovereign according to the powers vefted in him

by the law, and transferred from one to another. Or

when the prince impowers others to do in his name

what he has a right to do by what officers he plea

fes, tho' it would have been criminal in any ſubject

without his prince's commiſſion to have done fuchac
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tions. What is commanded by any one in confe- CHAP. 3 .

quence of the powers conftituted to him by the

law, and executed accordingly, can ſcarce be faid to

be done by virtue of a difpenfing from the law. A

debtor is bound by the law to make payment: but a

remiſſion or releaſe from the creditor frees him from

this obligation. We fhould not therefore fay that

every creditor has a power of difpenfing with the laws

of nature. The more acute Schoolmen, upon theſe

confiderations, do not allow the extraordinary com

mands given to Mofes and Joſhua to be diſpenſations

from the laws ofnature. But ' tis needlefs to debate

about words. If the law itſelf be wiſe and juſt in all

the extent in which it is expreffed, no act of any fu

perior can make the counteracting it innocent or love

ly. But most of the fpecial laws of nature are not to

be expreffed in words ftrictly univerfal, without the

exception of many cafes ; particularly that of God's :

exerting his rightful dominion.

them.

Difpenfations therefore, according to the full in what is com

tention of the Canonifts, are only to be made with only meant by

laws either capricious or imprudent, or too univerfally

expreffed without mentioning the reaſonable and juſt

exceptions, which ought to have been inferted in the

very laws themſelves. In the laws of nature there

can be no place for them, fince the fame reafon and

obfervation which diſcovers the ordinary general rule,

diſcovers alſo all the exceptions, which are therefore

parts ofthe law.

Having premiſed this general doctrine about the

1
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Book II. morality of actions, rights and laws, we proceed to the

more ſpecial confideration of the rights and duties

of mankind, and the ſpecial laws of nature ; and that

firft, as they are conſtituted by nature itſelf previouf

ly to adventitious ſtates and relations introduced by

human inftitution and contrivance, and then as they

arife and are founded in fome adventitious relation

or inſtitution.

What is a m:o

Talfate.

CHA P. IV.

The different STATES of MEN. The State ofLi

BERTY not a State ofWAR. The Way that pri

vate RIGHTS are known. The Neceffity of a

SOCIAL LIFE.

WHENwe fpeak of the different ſtates of men,

by aſtate we do not mean any tranfient condi

tion a man may be in for a little time, nor any obli

gation he may be under to one or two tranfient acts,

but " a permanent condition including a long feries

" of rights and obligations. " The conditions men

may be in as to ſickneſs or health, beauty or deformi

ty, or any other circumftances which are confidered in

the other arts, are foreign to our purpoſe. The mo

ral ſtates of men alway include a ſeries of moral obli

gations, and rights.

I. In the firft ftate conftituted by nature itſelf we

atural libertymuft difcern abundantly from the doctrine of the pre

The fate of

ist a state of

wur.
ceeding book that there are many facred rights com

f
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3

petent to men, and many obligations incumbent on CHAP. 4.

each one toward his fellows. The whole ſyſtem ofthe

mind, efpecially our moralfaculty, fhews that we are

under natural bonds of beneficence and humanity to

ward all, and under many more ſpecial tyes to fome

ofour fellows , binding us to many ſervices of an high

er kind, than what the reſt can claim : nor need we

other proofs here that this firſt ſtate founded by na

ture is ſo far from being that of war and enmity, that

it is a ſtate where we are all obliged by the natural feel

ings of our hearts, and by many tender affections, to

innocence and beneficence toward all : and that war is

one of the accidental ſtates ariſing ſolely from inju

ry, when we or fome of our fellows have counteracted

the dictates of their nature.

'Tis true that in this ſtate of liberty where there

are no civil laws with a viſible power to execute their

fanctions, men will often do injurious actions contra

ry to the laws oftheir nature ; and the refentments of

the ſufferers will produce wars and violence. But this

proves nothing as to the true nature of that ſtate,

fince all the laws and obligations of that ſtate enjoin

peace and juſtice and beneficence. In civil focieties

many diſobey the law, by theft and violence, but we

do not thence conclude that a political ſtate is a ſtate

of war among men thus united.

ries do not prove

'Tis alſo true that the natural paſſions and appe

tites of men will frequently lead them into mutual Frequent inju

injuries. But then the laws of this ſtate are not deri- it.

ved from theſe principles alone. There are fuperior

NnVOL. I.

1

8
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BOOK II. powers naturally fitted to controll them, particularly

that moral faculty which points out the rights and

obligations of this ſtate, and ſhews how far any ap

petite or paſſion can be indulged confiftently with the

inward approbation of our fouls, and what indul

gences muſt be matter of remorfe , felf-abhorrence,

and fhame. We are alfo endued with reafon which

clearly points out even our external intereſts in this

matter, and ſhews that we cannot probably gratify

even our ſelfiſh defires, except by an innocent and

friendlydeportment toward others. Theſe powersfug

geft the rules or laws of this ſtate of liberty, and all

ftates are denominated from what the laws and obli

gations of them enjoin or require, and not from fuch

conduct as the paſſions of men may hurry them into

contrary to the laws of thoſe ſtates.

The authors of this moft unnatural ſcheme never

fail to contradict their own doctrine, by owning and

arguing that that rational faculty, whichtheyallowwe

are naturally endued with for the conduct of life, will

foon fhew that this univerfal war of all with all muft

be the moſt deſtructive imaginable ; and that it is to

be fhunned by every one as foon as he can ; and that

reafon will alſo fhew fome obvious rules of conduct

proper to preferve or reſtore peace to mankind with all

its bleffings. Surely then that conduct which the natu

ral principles of mankind fhew to be moſt neceffary

and moſt obviouſly eligible to every one, fhould be

deemed the natural conduct in this ftate, and not

what a brutal thoughtleſs appetite may hurry one in

Contradictions

is thatſcheme.

[

8
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to while the governing principles of his nature are a- CHAP. 4.

fleep, or unexerciſed .

"Tis alfo a fooliſh abuſe of words to call a ſtate of

abfolute folitude a natural ſtate to mankind, fince in

this condition neither could any ofmankind come in

tobeing, or continue in it a few days without a mira

culous interpofition .

berty alwaysfub

II. This ftate of natural liberty obtains among thofe The fate of H

who have no common fuperior or magiftrate, and are

only fubject to God, and the law of nature. 'Tis no

fictitious ftate; it always exifted and muſt exist among

men, unleſs the whole earth fhould become one em

pire. The parental power of the firſt parents ofman

kind muſtfoon have expired when their children came

to maturity, as we ſhall ſhewhereafter, or at leaſtwhen

the parents died. This ſtate of liberty probably con

tinued a long time among the feveral heads of fami

lies before civil governments were conftituted. And

'tis not improbable that it yet fubfifts in fome ruder

parts of the world. Nay it ftill muſt ſubſiſt among

the ſeveral independent ſtates with reſpect to each o

ther, and among the fubjects of different ftates who

may happen to meet in the ocean, or in lands where

no civil power is conftituted. The laws ofnature are

the laws of this ſtate, whether they be confirmed by

civil power or not : and ' tis the main purpoſe of civil

laws and their fanctions, to reſtrain men more effectu

allyby viſible puniſhments fromthe violation ofthem.

Thefame reaſons which juſtify the greater part of our

civil laws, fhew the obligations of men to obſerve

Nn 2
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Book II . them as laws of nature abſtracting from any motives

from fecular authority.

Rights are thofe

focieties, or ofall

III. As men are faid to " have rights to do, poffefs,

ofindividuals, of66 or demand from others whatfoever the happineſs of

“ the individual requires and the publick intereſt of

" mankind permits that they ſhould be allowed to do,

mankind.

poffefs , or obtain from others ;" and all rights and

obligations are founded in fome tendency either to

the general happineſs, or to that of individuals con

fiftently with the general good, which muſt reſult from

the happineſs of individuals ; rights may be divided,

according to the fubject or perfons in whom they re

fide or to whom they belong, and for whoſe good they

are immediately conſtituted, into thoſe of individuals,

thofe ofparticular focieties or corporations, and thoſe

in general belonging to all mankind as a ſyſtem. The

firſt fort are conſtituted immediately for the behoof

of individuals, by the law of nature ; the ſecond for

the common intereft of a corporation or ſtate, tho'

not more immediately for any one member of it than

another ; in the third fort ofrights neither any one in

dividual, or any one corporation, may be more con

cerned than another, and yet it maybe for the gene

ral intereſt ofmankind thatfuch rights be afferted and

maintained. And each of theſe three claffes may be

either perfect, or imperfect, according as they are more

or leſs neceffary to be maintained for the publick in

tereſt, and of ſuch a nature as to admit of compulſi

on and violence in the defence or profecution ofthem;

or, on the other hand, ſuch as muſt be left to each

66
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one's confcience and fenfe of duty: this divifion we CHAP. 4.

explained above.

rights are
IV. The private rights of individuals are obviouf- How private

ly intimated to us in the conftitution of our nature, known.

by theſe two circumſtances, jointly ; firſt , natural de

fires and fenfes pointing out the gratifications we are

fitted to receive as parts of that happineſs the authør

of our nature has intended for us, and fecondly, by

the powers of reafon and reflection which can difcover

how far the gratification of our natural defires is con

fiftent with the finer principles in our conftitution,

which, as we fhewed above, are deſtined to govern and

controll all our particular defires. Thefe principles

fhew the limits to be put, not only to the ſelfiſh defires

aiming at the private happineſs of the agent, but to

the feveral narrower generous affections, and the grati

fications which they purfue ; and plainly diſcover that

the grand end of our being is indeed the promoting

the moſt univerſal happineſs, but that our heart at the

fame time may approve our conduct not only in acts

of particular beneficence toward perfons eſpecially

dear to us in fome of the nearer relations, while this

beneficence does not interfere with more extenfive in

tereſts ; but alfo in the purfuit of all private gratifica

tions which are confiftent with theſe intereſts, and do

not engrofs the mind or contract it too much within

itſelf.

The natural appetites and deſires firſt intimate the

matters of private right, but we can ſeldom juſtify to

ourfelves a compliance with their intimations till we
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Book II . have confidered whether the gratification to which we

are prompted be confiftent with the deſigns of the

more noble parts of our conftitution, which are the

grand objects of the foul's approbation, aiming at a

more extenſive or the univerſal happineſs. Indeed in

many ofthe objects of our defires, this confiftency is

fo obvious, or there is fo little prefumption of any

oppofition, that we are convinced ofour right tothem

at once without much reflection on more extenfive

intereſts ; nay in many cafes we ſeem to have an im

mediate ſenſe of right along with the natural defire,

and a ſenſe of moral evil in any oppofition given to

us by others, as we at once apprehend the neceffity

of certain gratifications to our having any tolerable

enjoyment of life ; and we muſt abhor as cruel and

inhuman any oppofition given to us, or to others, in

theſe gratifications, where we do not fee fuch oppo

fition tobe neceffary for fome more extenfive intereſt.

The neceſſity of

great caution on

thisfubje&t.

But as the chief dangers to our manners ariſe from

the vehemence of our ſelfiſh appetites and paſſions,

which often break through theſe reſtraints from the

finer principles in our conftitution regarding a pub

lick intereſt, it may be of advantage to fatisfy the

mind on every ſide of the juſtice of theſe reſtraints,

and to fhew that its own intereſt of every kind con

fpires to recommend this fubjection of theSelfish, to

thegenerous andfocialprinciples. Our moralfaculty

above-explained fhews both the juftice and beauty of

fuch fubjection ; and fhews a very fublime internal in

tereft in the inward delight and approbation of our
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hearts. Our reafon by diſcovering to us the moral go-- CHAP . 4 .

vernment of the Deity, and his perfections, preſents

further motives to preſerve this fubordination, both.

of the generous and intereſted kind : and a juſt con

fideration of the circumſtances of mankind with re

ſpect to external things, will afford alfo new motives

offecular intereft to that fame external conduct which

theſe fublimer principles excite us to, as we ſhall en

deavour briefly to explain.

V. In the firſt place, ' tis obvious that for the fup

port of human life, to allay the painful cravings of

the appetites, and to afford any of thoſe agreeable ex

ternal enjoyments which our nature is capable of, a

great many external things are requifite ; fuch as.

food, cloathing, habitations, many utenfils, and va

rious furniture, which cannot be obtained without a

great deal of art and labour, and the friendly aids of

our fellows.

Solitude

Again, ' tis plain that a man in abfolute folitude, rable and indi

tho' he were of mature ſtrength, and fully inſtructed gent.

in all our arts of life, could ſcarcely procure to himſelf

the bare neceffaries of life, even in the beſt foils or

climates ; much lefs could he procure any grateful

conveniencies. One uninftructed in the arts of life,

tho' he had full ftrength, would be ſtill more incapa-

ble offubfifting in folitude : and it would be abfolute

ly impoſſible, without a miracle, that one could fub

fift in this condition from his infancy. And fuppofe

that food, raiment, fhelter, and the means of fenfual :

pleaſure, were fupplied by a miracle ; yet a life in fo,

8
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Book II . litude muſt be full of fears and dangers. Suppoſe

farther all theſe dangers removed ; yet in folitude there

could be no exercife for many of the natural powers

and inftincts of our fpecies ; nolove, or focial joys, or

communication of pleaſure, or eſteem, or mirth. The

contrary difpofitions of foul muſt grow upon a man

in this unnatural ftate, a fullen melancholy, and dif

content, which must make life intolerable. This fub

ject is abundantly explained by almoſt all authors up

on the law of nature.

Themutual aids of a few in a ſmall family, maypro

curemoſtoftheneceffaries oflife,anddiminishdangers,

and afford room for fome focial joys as well as finer

pleaſures. Thefame advantages could ftill be obtain

ed more effectually and copiouſly by the mutual affif

tance of a few ſuch families living in one neighbour

hood, as they could execute more operoſe deſigns for

the common good of all ; and would furnish more joy

ful exerciſes of our focial difpofitions.

Nay 'tis well known that the produce of the la

bours of any given number, twenty, for inſtancé, in

providing the neceffaries or conveniences of life, fhall

be much greater by affigning to one, a certain fort of

work of one kind, in which he will foon acquire skill

and dexterity, and to another aſſigning work of a dif

ferent kind, than if each one of the twenty were ob

liged to employ himſelf, by turns, in all the different

forts of labour requifite for his fubfiftence, without

fufficient dexterity in any. In the former method each

procures a great quantity of goods of one kind, and

The advantages

offociety.
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can exchange a part of it for ſuch goods obtained by CHAP. 4.

the labours of others as he ſhall ſtand in need of. One

grows expert in tillage, another in paſture and breed

ing cattle, a third in maſonry, a fourth in the chace,

a fifth in iron-works, a fixth in the arts of the loom,

and fo on throughout the reft. Thus all are fup

plied by means of barter with the works of complete

artifts. In the other method fcarce any one could be

dextrous and skilful in any one fort of labour.

oflargefocieties.

Again fome works ofthe higheſt ufe to multitudes The advantage !

can be effectually executed by the joint labours of

many, which the ſeparate labours of the fame num

ber could never have executed. The joint force of

many can repel dangers arifing from favage beafts

or bands of robbers , which might have been fa

´tal to many individuals were they ſeparately to en

counter them. Thejoint labours of twenty men will

cultivate forefts, or drain marfhes, for farms to each

one, and provide houſes for habitation, and incloſures

for their flocks, much fooner than the feparate la

bours ofthefame number. By concert, and alternate

relief, they can keep a perpetual watch, which without

concert they could not accompliſh.

Larger affociations may further enlarge our means

of enjoyment, and give more extenſive and delight

ful exerciſe to our powers of every kind. The inven

tions, experience, and arts of multitudes are commu

nicated; knowledge is increaſed, and focial affections

more diffuſed. Larger focieties have force to exe

cute greater deſigns ofmore lafting and extenſive ad

VOL. I. Oo
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I

Book II . vantage.* Thefe confiderations abundantly fhew the

neceflity of living in fociety, and obtaining the aid of

our fellows, for our very fubfiftence ; and the great

convenience oflarger affociations of men for the im

provement of life, and the increaſe of all our enjoy

ments.

Good offices But ' tis obvious that we cannot expect the friend

be mutual,

Selfand much falfly aids of our fellows, without, on our part, we be

government ready to good offices , and reſtrain all the ſelfiſh paf

fions which may ariſe upon any interfering intereſts

ſo that they fhall not be injurious to others . Much

thought and caution is requifite to find out fuch rules

of conduct in fociety as fhall moſt effectually fecure

the general intereſt, and promote peace and a mu

tual good underſtanding. Whatever generous prin

ciples there are in our nature, yet they are not alone,

there are likeways many angry paffions to which we

are fubject upon apprehenfion of injury intended, or

executed ; and all theſe powers by which men can fo

effectually give mutual aid, and do good offices, may

be alfo employed, upon provocation, to the detri

ment of their fellows. Provoking of others by injury

muſt generally be imprudent conduct in point ofſelf

intereft, as well as matter of remorfe and felf-con

demnation. No man can be tolerably affured that

his force or art fhall be fuperior to that of thoſe who

may be roufed to oppofe him; multitudes conceive

a juſt indignation againſt any unjuſt violence, and are

See this whole fubject beautifully explained in the fecond book of Cicero de

Officiis.
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thence prone to repel it. And they are further rou- CHAP. 4.

fed bypity for the ſufferer and juſt apprehenſions that'

fuch miſchiefs unreftrained may foon affect them

ſelves. Howdangerous then muſt it be to rouſe ſuch

indignation by any acts of injuſtice towardany ofour

fellows?

A

tive from the

lence.

Nature has alſo prefented to us all a very ſtrong 4 ftrong mo

motive to abſtain from injuries, and to reſtrain all the dangers of vis

extravagancies ofthe ſelfiſh paſſions from the delica

cy and weakneſs of our frame. Tho' mankind have

no powers which can properly be called engines of

miſchief, fince fuch as can hurt others can alſo be

employed in kind focial offices ; and as all the gover

ning principles of nature rather excite to good offi

ces, all our powers are juſtly deemed to be naturally

deſtined for promoting focial happineſs ; yet ' tis plain

our efforts in hurting others, where we intend it hear

tily, can more probably be fuccefsful and effectual,

than our deſigns to fecure the happineſs of others,

according to a common maxim, that " fewhave ſuf

" ficient talents to do muchgood, but very mean ones

may do much miſchief." We are of a very delicate

texture ; our eaſe and happineſs not only requires a

right difpofition of a great many nice bodily organs

which can eaſily be put out oforder, but a greatma

ny external objects and conveniencies of which we

may eaſily be deprived ; and the eaſe of our minds

requires the profperity of many otherperſons who are

dear to us, whofe texture is as delicate as our own,

and expoſed to be diſordered by any malicious efforts
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Book II. of our fellows. To our complete eaſe and happineſs

the profperous concurrence of a great many things is

requifite : whereas we may be heartily diſturbed by

any thing unprofperous in one or two of theſe circum

ftances: and ' tis very often in the power of our fel

lows to create to us this diſturbance, tho' they cannot

fo effectually ſecure our happinefs when they defire it.

This infirm uncertain condition of our external

happineſs muſt powerfully move us to cultivate peace

and good-will in fociety, and to fhun all offence and

provocation of others ; fince we hazard more by in

curring the hatred of others than we can probably

hope to gain. Tho' the forces of men are unequal,

yet art canfupply the defects offorce ; and an obftinate

refolution can ſupply the defects of both, ſo as to de

prive an adverſary oflife and all his other enjoyments,

as well as of the advantage he aimed at by the pro

voking injury. Thus when men are not forced into

violence for their own defence, peace and juftice are

ftill eligible to the powerful and artful as well as to

others ; fince they know not what univerſal indignati

on may be raiſed by any thing injurious, from the

moralfenfe of mankind, from fympathy with the ſuf

ferer, and apprehenfions of their own future dangers :

and a friendly juſt kind deportment, as it naturally

engages the good-will , the eſteem, and good offices of

others, is the only probable method of obtaining fecu

rity, and all the external advantages and pleaſures of

life.

1



CHAP. V.

ThePrivate RIGHTS ofMEN ; firftfuch as are called

NATURAL ; and the natural Equality ofMen.

293
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CHAP. 5.

adventitious .
I. RIVATE rights of individuals according to their Rights natural?

different originals are either natural or adven

titious. The natural are fuch as each one has fron

the conſtitution of nature itſelfwithout the interven

tion of any human contrivance, inſtitution, compact,

or deed. The adventitious arife from fome human

inftitution, compact, or action.

The natural.

andfafety

The following natural rights of each individual

ſeem of the perfect fort. 1. A right to life, and to rights to life..

that perfection of body which nature has given, be

longs to every man as man, while no important pub

lick intereft requires his being expofed to death, or

wounds. This right is violated by unjuſt aſſaults,

maiming, or murthering. The connate defire of life

and ſelf-preſervation intimates to every one this right,

as does alfo our immediate fenfe of moral evil in all

cruelty occafioning unneceffary pain, or abatement of

happineſs to any of our fellows ; not to mention the

diſmal air of the human countenance occafioned by

grievous pain, or death, the beholding ofwhich muft

move every human heart with pity and terror, and

abhorrence of the voluntary caufe of fuch unneceffa

ry ſufferings.

2. As nature has implanted in each man a defire ra liberty ofa:

of his own happineſs, and many tender affections to

tion.

1
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294 NATURAL RIGHTS of all MEN.

Book II . ward others in fome nearer relations of life, and gran

ted to each one fome underſtanding and active powers ,

with a natural impulfe to exerciſe them for the pur

poſes of theſe natural affections ; ' tis plain each one

has a natural right to exert his powers, according to

his ownjudgment and inclination, for theſe purpoſes,

in all fuch induſtry, labour, or amuſements, as are

not hurtful to others in their perfons or goods, while

no more publick intereſts neceffarily requires his la

bours, or requires that his actions fhould be under the

direction ofothers. This right we call natural liberty.

Every man has a ſenſe of this right, and a ſenſe of the

evil of cruelty in interrupting this joyful liberty of

others , without neceffity for fome more general good.

Thoſe who judge well about their own innocent in

tereſts will uſe their liberty virtuouſly and honourably;

fuch as have lefs wifdom will employ it in meaner

purſuits, and perhaps in what may be juſtly cenfured

as vicious. And yet while they are not injurious to

others, and while no wife human inftitution has for

the publick good fubjected them to the controll of

magiftrates or laws, the fenfe of natural liberty is fo

ſtrong, and the lofs of it fo deeply reſented by human

nature, that it would generally create more mifery to

deprive men of it becauſe of their imprudence, than

what is to be feared from their imprudent ufe of it .

The weakest of mankind are not fo void of fore

thought but that it would occafion to them exquiſite

diſtreſs, and fink their fouls into an abject forrow, or

kindle all the paffions of refentment, to deprive them
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oftheir natural liberty, and fubject their actions, and CHAP. 5.

all intereſts dear to them, to the pleaſure of others

about whofefuperior wiſdomand good intentions they

were not thoroughly fatisfied. Let men inftruct ,

teach, and convince their fellows as far as they can a

bout the proper uſe of their natural powers, or per

fuade them to fubmit voluntarily to fome wiſe plans .

of civil power where their important intereſts ſhall be

fecured. But till this be done, men muſt enjoy their

natural liberty as long as they are not injurious, and

while no great publick intereft requires fome reftric

tion of it.

This right of natural liberty is not only ſuggeſted

by the ſelfiſh parts of our conftitution, but by many

generous affections, and by our moralfenfe, which re

preſents our own voluntary actions as the grand dig

nity and perfection of our nature.

3. A like natural right every intelligent beinghas

about his own opinions, fpeculative or practical, to

judge according to the evidence that appears to him.

This right appears from the very conftitution of the

rational mind which can affent or diffent folely ac

cording to the evidence preſented, and naturally de

fires knowledge. The fame confiderations fhew this

right to be unalienable : it cannot be ſubjected to the

will of another: tho' where there is a previous judg

ment formed concerning the fuperior wiſdom of a

nother, or his infallibility, the opinion of this other,

to a weak mind, may become fufficient evidence. As

to opinions about the Deity, religion, and virtue, this

Privatejudge

ment .
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RIGHTS of all MEN.

Book II. right is further confirmed by all the nobleſt defires

of the foul: as there can be no virtue, but rather im

piety in not adhering to the opinions we think juſt,

and in profeſſing the contrary. Such as judge truly

in theſe matters, act virtuouſly: and as for weakmen,

who form falſe opinions, it may do good to inſtruct

and convince them of the truth if we can; but to

compel them to profeſs contrary to their opinions, or

to act what they believe to be vicious , or impious in

religion, muſt always be unjuſt, as no intereft of foci

cty can require it, and ſuch profeſſion and action

muſtbe ſinful to thoſe who believe it to be fo. Ifany

falfe opinions of a religious or moral nature tend to

difturb the peace or fafety of fociety, or render men

incapable ofſuch duties of fubjects as are requiſite for

the publick ſafety, it maybe just to oblige thoſe who

embrace them to give fufficient fecurity for their con

duct, * and to defray the charge of employing others

to perform their duties for them ; or to remove them

felves from this ftate with their effects, and makeway

for better fubjects, where the ſtate cannot otherways

be fafe.

Right over one's

ownlife.

.

4. As God, bythe ſeveral affections and the moral

faculty he has given us, has fhewed the true ends and

purpoſes ofhuman life and all our powers ; promoting

the univerſal happineſs, and , as far as is conſiſtent with

it, our own private happineſs, and that of ſuch as are

dear to us ; in conformity to his own gracious purpo

This reſembles the actio de damno infecto, which is no diminution ofthe right

ofproperty.
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ſes ; we muſt diſcern not only a right that each one CHAP. 5

has over his own life to expoſe it to even the greateſt

dangers when 'tis neceffary for theſe purpoſes, but that

it is frequently the moſt honourable and lovely thing

we can do, and what we are facredly obliged to out

of duty to God and our fellow-creatures. Mankind

have often a right to demand this ſervice from us,

tho' we had no profpect ofeſcaping. A brave man has

a right to act ſuch a part, and the publick intereft has

this claim upon him, from the conftitution of nature,

previouſly to any political conſtitutions, or any com

pacts in this affair. Magiftrates have a right to com

pel men to fuch perilous fervices, becauſe they were

antecedently good and right : and they are the more

glorious, the more voluntarily they are undertaken.

About theſe caſes where the publick intereſt may

require the hazarding life, expofing ourſelves to cer

tain death, men muftjudge, by impartially comparing

probabilities, as we judge about all human affairs

where abfolute certainty is feldom attainable. If we

have no right over our lives for the publick intereſt,

we cannot juſtly expoſe them to danger ; what one has

no moral power over, he cannot ſubject to contingen

cies. " God has indeed placed us in life as foldiers in

" certain ftations, whichwe are to maintain till we are

" recalled," according to the fine fentiment of Socra

tcs, or Pythagoras. But we muſt diſcharge the duties

of theſe ſtations at all hazards. Our fole buſineſs is

not to prolong life on any terms. As our reafon and

moralfaculty fhew us our ſtation and its duties, the
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BookII. fame powers muſtſhewus whenwe are recalled, what

the duties of life are, whenit is to be expofed even to

the greateſt dangers;whenthe publick intereft requires

then it is that our Commander recalls us by the fame

voice which intimated to us our ſtation and its duties.

Aright to use

batis common. 5. Each one has a natural right to the uſe of ſuch

things as are in their nature fitted for the common

ufe of all ; (of which hereafter:) and has a like right,

by any innocent means, to acquire property in fuch

goods as are fit for occupation and property, and have

not been occupied by others. The natural defires of

mankind, both ofthe ſelfiſh and focial kind, fhew this

right. And ' tis plainly cruel and unjuſt to hinder any

innocent acquifitions ofanother: when indeed ſome ac

quifitions would endanger the liberty, independency,

orfafety of his neighbours, they have a right either to

preventfuch acquifitions, or to oblige him who makes

them to give fufficient ſecurity for the ſafety of others.

6. For the like reafons every innocent perfon has

a natural right to enter into an intercourfe of inno

cent offices or commerce with all who incline to deal

with him. 'Tis injurious in any third perſon to inter

fere, or confine his or their choice, when he has not

acquired fome right to direct their actions.

7. As we all have a ſtrong natural defire ofeſteem,

and the greateſt averfion to infamy, every man has a

natural right to the fimple character of probity and

honeſty, and of diſpoſitions fit for a focial life, until

he has forfeited this right by an oppofite conduct.

8. From the natural and ftrong defires of marriage

Rightto fuciety

th others.

To the charac

ter of innocence.

To marriage.

1
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andoffspringwemaydifcern the natural right eachone CHAP. 5.

has to enter into the matrimonial relation with any

one who confents , and is not in this matter ſubjected

to the controll ofothers, or under a prior contract. In

this matter, as much as any, an opinion of happineſs

and a mutual good liking is neceffary to the happineſs

of the parties, and compulfion muſt create miſery.

That all theſe rights are of the perfect ſort, muſt

appear from the great mifery which would enfue from

the violation of them to the perfon thus injured ; and

a general violation of them muſt break off all friendly

fociety among men.

II. The natural equality of men confifts chiefly in Natural

this, that theſe natural rights belong equally to all : ityofme .

this is the thing intended by the natural equality, let

the term be proper or improper. Every one is a

part of that great fyftem, whoſe greateſt intereſt is

intended by all the laws of God and nature. Theſe

laws prohibit the greateſt or wifeft of mankind to

inflict any miſery on the meaneft, or to deprive

them of any of their natural rights , or innocent

acquifitions , when no publick intereft requires it.

Thefe laws confirm in the fame manner to all their

rights natural or acquired , to the weak and fimple

their ſmall acquifitions, as well as their large ones to

the ftrong and artful. The fame acceſs to adventiti

ous rights is open, and the fame means appointed for

all who can uſe them . Ifgreat occupation and much

labour employed, intitles the vigorous and active to

great poffeffions ; the weak and indolent have an e
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NATURAL EQUALITY.

BOOK II. qually facred right to the ſmall poffeffions they occu

py and improve. There is equality in right, how dif

ferent foever the objects maybe; that jus aequum in

which the Romans placed true freedom.

None naturally

faves.

Men differ much from each other in wiſdom, vir

tue, beauty, and ſtrength ; but the loweſt of them,

who have the uſe of reafon, differ in this from the

brutes, that by fore-thought and reflection they are

capable ofincomparably greater happineſs or miſery.

Scarce any man can be happy who fees that all his

enjoyments are precarious, and depending on the will

of others of whofe kind intentions he can have no

affurance. All men have ſtrong defires of liberty and

property, have notions of right, and ſtrong natural

impulfes to marriage, families, and offspring, and ear

neft defires of their fafety. "Tis true the generality

may be convinced that fome few are much fuperior

to them in valuable abilities : this finer part of the

fpecies have imperfect rights to fuperior ſervices from

the reft: they are pointed out by nature as the fitteſt

to be intrufted with the management of the common

affairs of fociety, in fuch plans of power as fatis

fy the community that its common interefts fhall be

faithfully confulted . But without this fatisfaction gi

ven, permanent power affumed by force over the for

tunes of others must generally tend to the mifery of

the whole. Mere promiſes or profeflions give no fc

curity. The darkeſt and moſt dangerous tyrants may

make the fairest fhews till they are fettled in power.

We must therefore conclude, that no endowments,

"

!
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natural or acquired, can give a perfect right to affume Chap . 5.

power over others, without their confent.

Ariftotle'sdocIII. This is intended againſt the doctrine of Ari

ſtotle, and ſome others of the antients , " that fometrine confidered.

men are naturally flaves, oflow genius but great

bodily ftrength for labour : and others by nature

" mafters offiner and wiſer ſpirits, but weaker bodies :

" that the former are by nature deftined to be fub

ject to the later, as the work-beaſts are ſubjected to

66 men. That the inhabitants of certain countrics,

66

66

66

particularly Greece, are univerfally of finer fpirits,

" and deſtined to command ; and that the reſt of the

" world are fitted for flavery. That by this fubordi

" nation of the more ftupid and imprudent to the

"wife and ingenious, the univerſal intereft of the ſyſ

"tem is beſt promoted, as that of the animal fyftem is

"promoted bythe power of the rational fpecies over

" the irrational."

66

The power of education is furprizing ! this author

in theſe juſtly admired books of politicks is a zealous

afferter of liberty, and has feenthe fineſt and moſt hu

mane reaſons for all the more equitable plans of civil

power. He lived in that fingular century, in which

Greece indeed produced more great and ingenious

men than perhaps the world ever beheld at once : but

had he lived to our times, he would have known, that

this beloved country, for fixteen centuries, hath fel

dom produced any thing eminent in virtue, polity,

arts, or arms ; while great genii were often arifing in

the nations he had adjudged to flaveryand barbarity..

Is it not abundantly known by experience, that.

T

P

M
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Book II . fuch as have a lefs fortunate capacity for theingenious

arts, yet often ſurpaſs the ingenious in fagacity, pru

dence, juſtice, and firmneſs of mind, and all thoſe a

bilities which fit a man for governing well. And then

' tis often found that men of lefs genius for arts, or

policy, may have the lovelieſt turn of temper for all

the fweet focial virtues in private life , and the moſt

delicate ſenſe of liberty. Are fuch amiable characters

to beleſs eſteemed, or their interefts and inward fatis

faction lefs regarded, or fubjected to the pleaſure of

the artful and ambitious? The natural ſenſe of ju

ftice and humanity abhors the thought.

Had providence intended that fome men ſhould

have had a perfect right to govern the reft without

their confent, we ſhould have had as viſible undiſpu

ted marks diſtinguiſhing theſe rulers from others as

clearly as the human fhape diftinguiſhes men from

beafts. Some nations would be found void of care, of

fore-thought, of love of liberty, of notions of right

of property, or ftoring up for futurity, without any

wiſdom or opinion of their own wiſdom, or defires of

knowledge; and perfectly eaſy in drudging for others,

and holding all things precariously while they had pre

fent fupplies ; never difputing about the wiſdom of

their rulers, or having any fufpicions or fore-boding

fears about their intentions. Butwhere do we find any

fuch tempers in the human fhape?

Wisdom gives

right topow .
7.0

cr.

Superior wiſdom or penetration of underſtanding,

were all convinced ofit, cannot give a rightto govern,

fince itmaybe employed by a ſelfiſh corrupt temper

to the worſt purpoſes, even the general mifery of the
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community. Goodneſs muſt be aſcertained too be- CHAP. 5 .

fore thefubjects can have any fatisfaction or happineſs

under a dominion founded in will. Now ' tis impof

fible with reſpect to man to give affurance ofthe ſtable

goodneſs of intention. The worft will pretend to it

till they are fettled in power. Nay do not the moft

ignorant fometimes fincerely judge themfelves to be

wifer than their neighbours, and fitter for governing?

and how feldom would men offuperior abilities agree

about the perfons moſt eminent in the arts of govern

ment. To found therefore a right ofgoverning others

upon a fuperiority of abilities , without any confent of

the ſubject, muft raiſe eternal controverfies which

force alone can decide.

Imperfe&t naIV. As to thoſe natural rights which are of the

imperfect fort, almoſt all the eminent and lovely vir- tural rights.

tues of life are employed in obferving and fulfilling

them. We mayprefent to men a view of their duties

by confidering them as fulfilling fome private rights.

of the perſons to whom they are performed which

are neceffary to their happineſs, as a right, perfect or

imperfect, correfponds to every obligation or duty.

But most of thefe duties are recommended by ftill a

nobler moral ſpecies, viz . the love ofvirtue itſelf, and

the dignity there is naturally felt in exercifing every

amiable tender humane difpofition toward our fel

lows ; for, as was obferved above , the fulfilling perfect

rights ratherfhews only the abfence of iniquity, where

as all the honourable virtues and duties of life rather

correfpond to the rights called imperfect ; and the foul
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Book II. muſt feel as facred a moral obligation to theſe duties

on many occafions, and as great a turpitude in omit

ting them , as in direct acts of injuſtice againſt the

perfect rights of others .

Theſe imperfect rights are, 1. A right each man

has to all thoſe uſeful offices from his fellows which

coft them no trouble or expence.† 'Tis horridly in

human to refuſe them.

To offices ofno

trouble or ex

pence.

To offices offome

expence.

Infeveral de

grees.

2. Any man has an imperfect right to fuch offices ,

even of fome trouble or expence, as are neceffary to

relieve him from fome great diftrefs or calamity in

comparably greater than any little trouble or expence

requifite for his relief. 'Tis often very inhuman to de

cline fuch trouble or expence, and that in proportion

to the greatneſs of the fufferer's diftrefs .

3. Men of eminent virtue have ſtill a more facred

claim to more important good offices, and every vir

tuous heart is fenfible of a deeper obligation to fuch

offices, even where one has received no previous fa

vours from them. Suchmen have a right to be recei

ved into the more near attachments or friendſhip of

the virtuous, and to their good offices in promoting

them to the higher ſtations, where they may do more

publick good by the exercife of their virtues. To

this we are obliged bythe more extenfive virtuous af

fections which regard the publick intereſt.

Te focial wor

Juip.

4. Every perfon difpofed to piety, and willing to

improve in it, has a like right to be admitted into any

religious fociety or inftitution, that he may improve

Officia innoxiae utilitatis .
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by the inſtructions and devotions ofthe fociety; pro- CHAP. 5.

vided that he does not forfeit this right by any im

pious or immoral tenets or practices, which make it

opprobrious to the fociety to entertain him.

5. Perſons in diſtreſs, who are not made unworthy To clarity.

of the liberality of good men by their floth or vices,

fhould not be excluded from it ; nor ſhould the libe

rality of good men, who incline to exerciſe it toward

them, be reſtrained, unleſs more worthy objects in

greater or equal diſtreſs are unprovided.

V. In liberality and munificence the importance of The importance

anygift to the receiver is in a joint proportion to the°fliberality.

value of the gift and his indigence ; and the real lofs

to the giver is in proportion to the ſaid value, and

to his wealth inverſely : that is , the greater his wealth

is, the lefs will an honeft heart feel the want of what

it gives : and that ſenſe of lofs which a poor covetous

wretch may have about a trifle is not to be regarded.

The virtue of any donation is, in the fame manner,

directly as the value of the gift , and inverſely as the

wealth of the giver, as far as men can difcern it by

external evidence ; as thus the ftrength offome gene

rous affection above the ſelfiſh is manifeftly diſplayed.

The addition made to the happineſs of the indi

gent may be incomparably greater than the diminu

tion of that of the donor, where the donor is wealthy:

and this fhews that perfons in fuch circumſtances are

chiefly obliged to liberality. But there is no determi

nation can be made of the precife quantity or pro

portion a good man fhould give. The different at

VOL. I.
eq

I

1
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Book II. tachments in life, the numbers of the indigent, and

the degrees of their diſtreffes, make different quanti

ties and proportions reaſonable at different times .

Laws fixing a certain quantity, or proportion to the

wealth ofthe giver, would be unreaſonable; and would

much abate the beauty of fuch actions. Liberality

would then appear like paying a tax, or diſcharging

a legal debt. Spectators could conclude nothing a

bout the honourable or generous difpofition of the

giver, and liberality would ceafe to be a bond of love,

efteem, or gratitude.

NeceJary cauti

01.5. Several prudent cautions and general rules are de

livered about liberality. Firſt, that it be not hurtful

to the morals of the object, under a falſe ſhew of ad

vantage, by encouraging them in floth, meanneſs of

temper, or any vicious difpofitions ; and again, that it

be not fo immoderate as to exhauſt its own fountain,

and prevent the like for the future when more wor

thy objects may occur ; or incapacitate the donor for

other offices of life toward thofe whom he may be

more facredly obliged to fupport.

Who to be pre

ferred.

When many claim relief or fupport from us at

once, and we are not capable of affording it to them

all ; we ſhould be determined by theſe four circum

ſtances chiefly, (tho' fome more remote ones of a pub

lick nature in fome cafes may for the general intereſt

be preferred) "the dignity or moral worth of the

66

objects ; the degrees of indigence ; the bonds of af

“ fection, whether from tyes of blood, or prior friend

fhip ; and the prior good offices we have received

""

1
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"from them." The more of theſe which confpire in CHAP . 5.

any perſon, our obligation to affift him is the more

facred. Virtuous parents in diftreſs are recommended

by all theſe circumſtances in the first place. The tyes

of blood next recommend our offspring and kinfmen.

And next to them the tyes of gratitude fhould ordi

narily take place, nay fometimes be preferred to the

tyes of blood. And when other circumſtances are e

qual, the more virtuous ſhould be preferred to thoſe

of lefs virtue* .

Tho' the duties ofmere humanity to perfons un

der no ſpecial attachment ſhould give place to the

more ſpecial tyes, yet when they can be diſcharged,

confiftently with more facred duties , they have great

moral beauty,andare ofmoregeneral importance,than

one at firſt imagines. Such offices raiſe high gratitude, -

and by the example encourage the more extenfive af

fections : they give amiable impreffions of a whole na

tion, nay of the human fpecies. Thus courtefy and

hofpitality to ſtrangers, a general civility and obliging

neſs of deportment, even to perfons unknown, are

juſtly eſteemed high evidences of fweetnefs of temper,

and are the more lovely, that they are unſuſpected of

intereſted views.

VI. The duties ofgratitude naturally follow thoſe

of liberality, and are alſo exceedingly uſeful ; as the

neglect of them is very pernicious . The prevailing

of gratitude encourages every generous diſpoſition,

and gives lovely impreſſions of mankind. The truly

SeeCicero de offic. I. i. c. 14, 15 , 16 , 17 , 18.

Q૧ 2

Claims ofgrati

tude.

1
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Book II. great mind does good to others as its natural work

from its own fweet difpofitions and natural impulſe

to exerciſe them, whatever returns are made. It has

its main end when it acts its part well. But the lower

virtues ofothers are difcouraged by ingratitude : and

the ungrateful are the common enemies of all the

indigent, as they difcourage liberality, and as far as

they can, dry up the fountain whence the indigent

are to be fupplied.

No precife meaſures can be fixed for returns of

gratitude, morethan forliberality. Equality to thebe

nefits received wouldin manycafes be toomuch,and in

many too little. A kind grateful heart with common

prudence is to itſelf the true meaſure, as the liberal

mind muft devife liberal things. There is thefamerea

fon againſt precife laws in this caſe, as in liberality.

There is a general obligation of gratitude upon

us all, toward thoſe who have done any generous or

ufeful fervices to any valuable part of mankind, that

weſhould efteem and honour them, and promote their

intereſts, and give them juſt praiſe, one ſweet reward

to noble minds, protecting their characters againſt en

vy and detraction. Such conduct encourages every

generous difpofition, and excites men to imitate fuch

as are eminently virtuous. The hopes ofhonour over

ballance thofe difadvantages and loffes which often

determen ofweaker virtuefrom any generous defigna

1
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'CHAP. 6.

I.

Adventitious rights are next to be confidered ,

Rights realand

and they are either real, " when the right ter- perfent.

"minates uponfome certain goods ;" or perfonal, when

"the right terminates upon a perfon , without any

"moreſpecial claim upon one part of his goods than

"another." In perfonal rights our claim is to fome

preſtation, or ſome value, leaving it to the perfon o

bliged to make up this value out of any part of his

goods he pleaſes.

Of real rights the chief is property conftituted in

theſe things which are offome ufe in life. As to the

origin ofit,we firſt inquire into thegeneral right which

mankind have to the uſe of things inanimate, and the

lower animals ; and then into that property which one

man may have in certain things to the exclufion of

others from all uſe of them.

animate.

II. As the inferior animals are led by their appe- The right to

tites and inſtincts, without any capacity of confide- "fe creatures in

ring the notions of right or wrong, to ufe fuch fruits

of the earth as their fenfes recommend and their ap

petites crave for their fupport, mankind would pro

bably at firft act the like part, without confidering

the point of right, and that from the like inftincts.

When they attained to the knowledge of a wife and

good God, the creator of all theſe curious forms, and.
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Book II. to the notions of right, they would foon diſcover that

it was the will of God that they ſhould uſe the ina

nimate products ofthe earth for theirfupport or more

comfortable fubfiftence, and that they had a right thus

to uſe them,from thefollowing obvious reaſons. They

would perceive their own fpecies to be the moſt excel

lent creatures that could be fupported by them, that

without this fupport they muſt foon periſh in a mi

ferable manner ; that their inftincts and fenfes were

plainly deſtined to lead them into the uſe of them ;

that the inftincts oflower animals, who had no fupe

rior powers to reſtrain them, plainly fhewed the ina

nimate things to be deſtined for the ſupport of ani

mals ; that theſe forms, however curious and beauti

ful, muſt foon periſh of their own accord, and return

to the common maſs of earth without anſwering any

fuch valuable purpoſe as fupporting animal-life and

increaſing its happineſs ; that to things inanimate all

ſtates are alike, and no diminution orincreaſe ofhap

pineſs is occafionedby any changes which befal them,

except as they are fubfervient to things animated.

Theſe confiderations would clearly fhew that a great

increaſe of happineſs and abatement ofmiſery in the

whole muſt enſue upon animals uſing for their ſup

port the inanimate fruits of the earth; and that con

fequently it is right they ſhould uſe them, and the in

tention of their Creator.

Anewcreated pair indeed could ſcarcefubfift even

in the fineſt climates, without a place cultivated for

them artificially, and ſtored withfruits ready for their

1
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fubfiftence. Their firſt days muſt be anxious and dan- CHAP. 6.

gerous, unleſs they were inftructed about the fruits

proper for their uſe, the natures of animals around

them, the changes of feafons, and the arts of fhelter

and ſtoring up for the future. They would not need

a revelation to teach them their right, but would need

one to teach them how to uſe it.

the lower ani
III . The right to uſe inferior animals is not fo ob- Theright to uſe

vious, and here inftruction would be more neceffary,'

if there was early any need to uſe them ; and yet rea

fon would pretty foon teach onethe right ofmankind

in this matter. A rational being, who had notions of

right and wrong, and in fome diftrefs needed the la

bours or other uſe of creatures ſo much inferior in dig

nity, being conſcious ofhis natural power by means of

reaſon to make fuch creatures fubfervient to his fup

port and happineſs, would readily prefume upon his

right, and a little further reflection would confirm

his prefumption.

premepartofthe

"Tis true theſe creatures are capable offome hap- Men the fu

pinefs and mifery; their fufferings naturally move our yłem .

compaſſion ; we approve relieving them in many caſes,

and muſt condemn all unneceffary cruelty toward

them as fhewing an inhuman temper. Could wefub

fiſt fufficiently happy without diminiſhing the eaſe or

pleaſure of inferior animals, it would be cruel and

unjuſt to create to them any needleſs toil or fuffering,

or to diminiſh their happineſs. But the human fpe

cies is capable of incomparably greater happineſs or

miſery : the external ſenſes of brutes may be equally,

1

f

"
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Book II. or more acute, but men haveſuperiorſenſes orpowers

~of enjoyment or ſuffering ; they have ſublimer plea

fures bythe imagination, byknowledge, by more ex

tenfive and lafting focial affections, andfympathy, by

their moral fenfe, and that of honour. Their reaſon

and reflection collect joys and forrows , glory and

ſhame, from events paſt and future, affecting others

as well as themſelves ; whereas brutes are much con

fined to what at prefent affects their fenfes. Thus

mankind are plainly the fupreme part in the animal

fyftem of this earth.

The right to

the labours of

beafts.

Now fuppofe an impartial governor, regarding all

animals in proportion to their dignity, and aiming at

the beſt ſtate of all: fuppofe the higheſt ſpecies, man

kind, multiplying fo faft that neither the natural fruits

ofthe earth,nor thoſe procuredbytheirownlabour, are

fufficient for their maintenance; and that they are op

preffed with immoderate toil and anxiety, as they muſt

be without the affiftance of brute animals. In this

cafe men could give no aid to the tamer ſpecies of

brutes in defending them againſtſavage beaſts, in pro

viding clear paſtures, or ftoring forage for the winter:

the tamer kinds muſt generally periſh. Some oftheſe

kinds, by their greater ftrength, could bear anygiven

quantity of labour, or effect certain works, with far

lefs pain than men ; and by want of forethought and

reflection would fuffer much lefs by any labour. By

their aſſiſtance men might obtain a great increaſe of

happineſs, and be freed from evils much fuperior to

thofe labours impofed on thebeafts. Men could thus



ADVENTITIOUS RIGHTS .
313

bave leifure, and it would become their intereft, to CHAP. 6.

defend and provide for their fellow-labourers, and to

incourage their propagating. Here is plainly a well

ordered complex ſyſtem, with a proper connexion and

fubordination of parts for the common good of all.

It tends to the good of the whole fyftem that as great

a part as poffible of the feverer labours ufeful to the

whole be caft upon that part of the ſyſtem to which

it is a fmaller evil, and which is incapable of higher

offices requiring art and reafon : while the higher

part, relieved from fuch toil, gains leifure for nobler

offices and enjoyments of which it alone is capable ;

and can give the neceffary ſupport and defence to

the inferior. Thus by human dominion over the

brutes, when prudently and mercifully exerciſed, the

tameable kinds are much happier, and human life ex

ceedingly improved. And this fufficiently fhews it to

be just.

men.

But if after all this, men and other animals mul- Beats no rights

tiply fo faft, that there is not fufficient food for their valid g

ſuſtenance ; it plainly tends to the good of the whole

fyftem, that when both the nobler and the meaner.

kinds cannot fufficiently fubfift and multiply, that the

nobler fhould rather be increafed : and perishing by

violence, by want of food, or any other caufe which

can be foreſeen, is a greater evil to the kinds endued

with fore-thought, than to thoſe who feel only the

prefent pain. The brutes therefore can have no right

or property valid againſt mankind, in any thing ne

ceffary for human fupport. Had God intended for

VOL. I. Rr
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Book II . brutes any fuch right to any parts of the earth, or

any goods they once poffeffed, fo as to exclude men

in their greateſt indigence offuch things ; this would

have been a right oppofite to the greateſt good of

the ſyſtem, which is abfurd. He would certainly have

given to brutes fome fagacity to have marked out

their bounds, to have made known their claims, and

treated with men about them.

Brates mayhave

rights.

And yet brutes may very juftly be faid to have a

right that no uſeleſs pain or mifery ſhould be inflic

ted on them. Menhave intimations of this right, and

of their own correfponding obligation, by theirſenſe

ofpity. "Tis plainly inhuman and immoral to create

to brutes anyuſeleſs torment,or todeprive themofany

fuch natural enjoyments as do not interfere with the

intereſts of men. "Tis true brutes have no notion of

right or of moral qualities : but infants are in the

fame caſe, and yet they have their rights, which the

adult are obliged to maintain. Not to mention that

frequent cruelty to brutes may produce fuch a bad

habit of mind as may break out in like treatment of

our fellows.

IV. But if mankind fo increaſe that all their la

to other ufe ofbours, even with the affiftance of that of beafts, can

Rights of men

animals.

not procure them fufficient fupport ; ' tis plain they

canfpare no labour for the defence offuch tameable

kinds as are unfit forlabour, unleſs they obtainedfrom

them fome other ufe: fuch kinds muſt be banished

from all cultivated lands, and be expofed to favage

beafts, and to the winter colds and famine. It muft
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therefore be for the intereſt of thoſe kinds that men CHAP. 6.

fhould make any other advantage they canfrom them

by theirmilk or wool, or any other way, which might

purchaſe to them human defence and protection. By

this means theſe creatures fhall have an happier and a

longer life, and ſhall be more encreaſed.

forfood.

But if mankindſo increaſe, that all this ufe of liv- Right to use them

ing animals is not fufficient, men muſt exclude from

their care all fuch animals as yield no fuch uſe ; un

lefs fome other uſe of them is found out to engage

and compenſate human care about them, they muſt

be left to periſh miſerably in defarts and mountains

by ſavage beaſts, or bywant offorage: fince many of

the tameable kinds multiply beyond all neceflity for

any uſes mencan derive from them during their lives :

nature here points out another ufe ; as we fee many

animal kinds led by their instincts to feed upon the

fleſh of other animals. Thofe of the inferiorfpecies

thus deſtined for food to the fuperior, enjoy life and

fenſe and pleaſure forfome time, and at laſt periſh as

eafily as by old age, winter-cold, or famine. The

earth and animals muſt have had quite different conſti

tutions, otherways theſe ſeeming evils could not have

been prevented. The fuperior orders muſt have had

ſome food provided : ' tis better this food be animated

for fome time, and have fome low fenfe and enjoy

ment, than be wholly infenfible, and only fubfervient

to nouriſh animals. Thefe lower orders alfo during

their lives may do confiderable fervice in the world,

as naturaliſts obſerve that the ſmaller infects, the or

1
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BOOK II. dinary prey ofbirds and fiſhes, by feeding on all pu

trefaction, prevent the corruption of the air, and thus

are uſeful to the whole fyftem.

It would be the intereft ofan animal ſyſtem that

the nobler kinds fhould be increaſed, tho' it dimi

niſhed the numbers of the lower. A violent death

by the hands of men may be a much leſs evil to

the brutes than they muft otherways have endured,

and that much earlier too, had they been excluded.

from human care. By this ufe of them for food

men are engaged to make their lives eafier and to

encourage their propagation . They are defended

and fed by human art, their numbers increaſed, and

their deaths may be eafier ; and human life made

agreeable in thoſe countries which otherways muſt

have been defolate. Thus the intention of nature to

fubject the brute animals to men for food is abun

dantly manifeft, and its tendency to the general good

of the fyftem fhews that men have a right to make

this ufe of them.

If all theſe reaſonings did not foon occur to men,

' tis probable they had not foon any need of the fleſh

of animals. When they needed it, their ownfagacity

might difcover their right. And yet this right is fo

oppofite to the natural compaflion ofthehumanheart

that one cannot think an exprefs grant of it by reve

lation was fuperfluous.*

* This pointis fo little debated in thefe

Northern nations that thefe reasonings

may fecm needlefs. But 'tis well known, I

that many great fets and nations, at

this day, deny this right of mankind . And

fome great, nanies among ourselves have
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V. We next confider the right of private property CHAP . 6.

which one manmayhave exclufive of his fellow-men.

perty.

And here firſt, the natural appetites and defires ofTheright ofpro

men lead each one to take fuch things as are fit for

prefent uſe, and yet lyc in common, with full perfua

fion of his right, if he has attained to moral notions ;

as he fees that fuch things are deftined for the ufe

of men, and none of his fellows have obtained any

prior right to them, to preclude him from using them.

He must eaſily fee too, fhould another take from him

what he had thus occupied, that, befide obftructing

his natural and innocent defign for his own fupport,

which muſt appear odious, as it is ill-natured ; fuch

practice obtaining among men muft fubject them to

the greateſt miſery. What one man now occupies,

another without any preferable claim deprives him of:

a third perfon may in like manner deprive him of

what he next occupies ; he may in like manner be a

gain defeated by a fourth: and thus the whole grant

made to him by God and nature of the inferior crea-

tures for his fupport, might be defeated by the ill

nature and injuſtice of his neighbours, without any

neceflity; fince theſe neighbours might by their own

diligence provide for themſelves, without interfering

with his acquifitions . Thus the firſt impulfes of na

ture towardfupporting ourſelves, or thofe who are dear

to us, point outthe right of the firft occupant to fuch

things as are fit for prefent ufe. The obftructing this

alledged that without revelation , or an ex

prefs grant from God, we would havehad

no fuch right. Their reafons indeed, if

they were folid , would make any grant of

it by revelation appear incredible.
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Book II. innocent deſign muſt appear morally evil, as it is ill

natured to hinder any man to take his natural fup

port from the things granted for this purpoſe byGod

and nature, while others can otherways fupportthem

felves. And reflection upon the general tendency of

fuch practice further confirms this right. Theſe con

fiderations eſtabliſh the first rule of property, that

66

.<<

things fit for preſent uſe the firſt occupier ſhould en

joy undiſturbed." The accident of firſt occupation

may be a trifling difference; but a trifle may deter

mine the right to one fide, when there is no confide

ration to weigh againſt it on the other.†

ons on this fub

get.

The difficulties upon this fubject ariſe from fome

Confufed noti confufed imagination that property is fome phyſical

quality or relation produced by fome action of men.

Whereasinourinquiries aboutthe original of proper

ty, we only mean to diſcover what confiderations or

circumſtances fhew it to be morallygood or innocent

that aperſonſhouldenjoythe full uſe of certain things,

andthatitwould evidence animmoral affection inano

ther to hinder him. Now from the natural defires of

men, ofwhich we are all confcious, and from thema

nifeſt intention of nature, it muſt appear immoral,

cruel, or inhumanly ſelfiſh, to hinder any man to uſe

By occupation is underſtood fome

times first discovering bythe eye, fome

times touching with the hand, fometimes

fecuringby anyinftrument, fuch goods as

before were common. 'Tis always immo

ral, when we canfupport ourſelves other

ways, to defeat any innocent defign of

another. Ifwithout any defign of defeat

ingthe attempts ofothers, feveral perſons

at once occupy the fame thing, one by

firft difcovering, another by touching with

his hand, a third by any other method,

they ſhould naturally be deemed jointpro

prietors. Where the defign of one was

previously known, 'tis immoral and unjust

for another, without neceflity,to prevent

or intercept his advantage.
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any goods formerly common, which he has firft occu- CHAP. 6.

pied, while there remains abundance of other things

which others may occupy for their own fupport. And

fuch defeating of the firft occupiers must give per

petual occafion for the moſt deſtructive paſſions and

contentions.

Before mankind were much increaſed, if the regi

ons they poffeffed were ſo very fruitful and mild that

there was plenty of all conveniencies without any un

eafy labour, there was little occafion for any further

rules of property. But as the world is at prefent, and

as mankind are multiplied, the product of the earth,

without great labour, is not fufficient to maintain one:

hundredth part of them. Paſtures for cattle as well

as corn are plainly owing to human labour, fince al

moſt all lands would grow into woods unfit even for:

paſture, were it not for the culture of man. The

very ſubſiſtence therefore of our ſpecies, as well as all

our agreeable conveniences, require an univerfal la

borious induſtry. Nature hath given to all men fome

ingenuity and active powers, and a difpofition to ex

ert them : and each man has not only felfiſh defires.

toward his own happineſs and the means of it, but

fome tender generous affections in the feveral relati

ons of life. We are all conſcious of fome fuch dif

pofitions in ourſelves , and juftly conclude that o

thers have the like. We know that thefe are the

ordinary fprings of the activity of mankind in em

ploying their labour to cultivate the earth, or procure

things uſeful in human life. We all feel a fenfe of

Natural rea

fons proper

of aprivate

Find.

!
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BOOK II. liberty within us, a ſtrong defire of acting according

to our own inclinations, and to gratify our own af

fections, whether ſelfiſh, or generous: we have a deep

refentment of any obſtruction given to theſe natural

defires and endeavours ; while accompanied with a

ſenſe of innocence or a conſciouſneſs of being void

of all injurious intention , and we muſt diſapprove it

as unkind and cruel, where no important publick in

tereſt requires it, whether we meet with it ourfelves,

or fee others thus oppoſed in their innocent defigns.

From thefe ftrong feelings in our hearts we difcover

the right of property that each one has in the fruits

ofhis own labour ; that is , we muſt approve the fecu

ring them to him, where no publick intereft requires

the contrary; and muftcondemn as cruel, unfociable,

and oppreffive, all depriving men of the ufe and free

difpofal of what they have thus occupied and culti

vated, according to any innocent inclination of their

hearts.

Reafons of com
Ifwe extend our views further and confider what

men interest. the common intereſt of ſociety may require, we ſhall

find the right ofproperty further confirmed. Univer

falinduſtry is plainly neceffary forthefupport ofman

kind. Tho' men are naturally active, yet their activity

would rather turn toward the lighter and pleaſanter

exerciſes, than the flow, conftant, andintenfe labours

requifite to procure the neceffaries and conveniences

oflife, unleſs ſtrong motives are prefented to engage

them to theſe feverer labours. Whatever inftitution

therefore fhall be found neceffary to promote univer
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fal diligence and patience, and make labour agreeable CHAP. 6.

or eligible to mankind, muſt alſo tend to the publick

good ; and inſtitutions or practices which diſcourage

induſtry muſt be pernicious to mankind. Now no

thing can ſo effectually excite men to conſtant pati

ence and diligence in all forts of uſeful induſtry, as

the hopes offuture wealth, eaſe, and pleaſure to them

felves, their offspring, and all who are dear to them,

and offome honour too to themſelves on account of

their ingenuity, and activity, and liberality. All theſe

hopes are prefented to men by fecuring to every one

the fruits ofhis own labours, that he may enjoy them,

or diſpoſe of them as he pleaſes. If they are not thus

fecured, one has no other motive to labour than the

general affection to his kind, which is commonly much

weaker than the narrower affections to our friends and

relations , not to mention the oppoſition which in this

cafe would be given by moſt of the ſelfiſh ones.

Confirmed by

Nay the moſt extenſive affections could fcarce en- the extenfive aj

gage a wife man to induſtry, if no property enfuedelions.

upon it. He muſt ſee that univerſal diligence is ne

ceffary. Diligence will never be univerfal, unleſs men's

own neceffities, and the love of families and friends,

excite them. Such as are capable of labour, and yet

decline it, fhould find no fupport in the labours of

others. If the goods procured, or improved by the

induſtrious lye in commonfor the uſe of all , the worſt

of men have the generous and induſtrious for their

flaves. The most benevolent temper muft decline fup

porting the flothful in idleneſs, that their own necef

VOL. I. S s
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Book II. fities may force them to contribute their partforthe

publick good. Thus boththe immediate feelings of

our hearts, and the confideration ofthe general inte

reft, fuggeſt this lawofnature, " that each oneſhould

" have the free uſe and difpofal of what he has ac

quired by his own labour;" and this is proper

ty, which may be defined, when it is unlimited, " a

right to the fulleſt uſe ofany goods, and to diſpoſe

" ofthem as one pleaſes."

""

"6

ty could be tole

rable.

How communi VI. Theſe reaſons for property, from the general

intereſt ofſociety requiring univerfal diligence, would

not holdif a wife political conftitution could compel

all men to bear their part in labour, and then make

a wifely proportioned diſtribution of all that was ac

quired, according to the indigence, or merit of the

citizens. But the other reafons would ftill holdfrom

the natural ſenſe of liberty, andthe tender natural af

fections. Such conftant vigilance too of magiftrates,

and fuch nice diſcernment of merit, as could enfure

both an univerſal diligence, and a juſt and humane

diſtribution, is not to be expected. Nay, no confidence

of a wife diſtribution by magiſtrates can ever make

any given quantity of labour be endured with ſuch

pleaſure and hearty good-will, as when each man is

the diſtributer of what he has acquired among thoſe

he loves. What magiſtrate can judge of the delicate

ties of friendſhip, by which a fine ſpirit may be ſo at

tached to another as to bear all toils for him with

joy? Whyfhould we exclude fo much of the lovelieſt

offices of life, ofliberality and beneficence, and grate
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ful returns ; leaving men ſcarce any room for exerci- CHAP . 6 .

fing them in the diſtribution of their goods ? And

what plan ofpolity will ever fatisfy men fufficiently as

to the juſt treatment to be given themſelves, and all

who are peculiarly dear to them, out ofthe common

ſtock, if all is to depend on the pleaſure of magi

ſtrates, and no private perſon allowed any exerciſe of

his ownwiſdom or diſcretion in fome ofthe moſt ho

nourable and delightful offices of life? Muſt all men

in private ſtations ever be treated as children, or fools?

community.

The inconveniencies arifing from property, which The faults in

Plato and Sir Thomas More endeavour to avoid by the ſchemes of

the ſchemes of community, are not fo great as thofe

which muſt enfue upon community; and moſt ofthem

may
be prevented where property is allowed with all

its innocent pleaſures, by a cenforial power, and pro

per laws about education, teſtaments, and fucceffion.

Plato * indeed confiftently with his ſcheme ofcommu

nity takes away all knowlege of the particular tyes of

blood as much as poſſible, and all the tender affecti

ons founded on them, at leaſt among thoſe of the

higheſt order in his ſtate. He is indeed unjuſtly charged

withindulging any diffolute inclinations ofthofe men:

but it ſeems too arrogant in that fine genius to at

tempt an overturning the manifeft conſtitution ofthe

Creator, and to root out what is ſo deeply fixed in the

human foul ; vainly prefuming to contrive fomething

better than the God ofnature has ordered. Themore

extenſive affections will never give the generality of

See book iii. c. I.

Ss 2
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Book II , men fuch ardors, nor give them fuch enjoyments,

without particular affections, as are plainly neceffary

in our conftitution to diligence and happineſs. Leav

ing a place for all the particular bonds of nature, but

keeping them in due fubjection to the more noble

affections, will anſwer better all the ends of polity and

morals: and fuch ſchemes as his will never be found

practicable among creatures of our conftitution .

CHAP. VII.

TheMEANS ofacquiring PROPERTY. Howfar it

extends, in what Subjects it refides.

I.PROPERTY is either original or derived. The

original is that which is acquired by firſt occu

pation and culture : the derived, is what is obtained

from fome former proprietor.

Occupation and

culture the

means.

The general reaſons for property are already ex

plained, and fhewthe original means of acquiring it,

viz. occupation, and labour employed in cultivating.

But to apprehend the natural grounds of property

more fully, we may obferve, that men are naturally

folicitous about their own future intereſts, and thoſe

offuch as are dear to them, as well as their preſent

intereſts ; and maybe miferable amidſt preſent plen

ty, if they have no probable affurance as to futurity.

Again, a great part of thoſe things which yield the

greateſt and moſt laſting uſe in human life after they

are improved, require a long previous courſe of la
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1

bour to make them ufeful. Nowno man would em- CHAP. 7 .

ploy fuch labour upon themwithoutfome fecurity for

the future enjoyment of the advantages they afford .

"Tis neceffary therefore that a continual property, be

yond all poffible prefent confumption, fhould enfue

upon the culture a man has employed upon things

formerly common. Of this kind are flocks, herds,

gardens, vineyards, fruit-trees , arable grounds , or

paſtures.

mences.II . Since property thus ariſes from firft occupation when it com

of things ready for prefent uſe, and labour employed

in cultivating goods which require it ; we juſtly look

upon property as begun, as foon as any perfon, with a

view to acquire, undertakes any cultivation of what

was common, or any labour previoufly requifite to cul

tivation or occupation. And the property is complea

ted when he has occupied, begun his culture, and

marked out how far he deſigns to extend it by him

felf, or thoſe whom he obtains to affift him. "Tis not

always neceffary that we have arrived at or touched

the goods occupied. Every ſtep taken which is of con

fequence to this end, † by which goods are made rea

dier, or more ſecured for human ufe than they were

formerly, gives us a right not to be prevented by o

thers ; and it is unjuſt in another to intercept or pre

vent our enjoying the fruits of our innocent la

bours which we have begun and perſiſt in . He who

wounded or tired out any wild creature in the chace,

† Propius humanis ufibus admoventur.
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Book II. fo that it becomes an eafy prey, and continues the

purfuit ; or has entangled it in a net, has a property

begun, and is wronged byanywho intercept his prey,

or fruſtrate his labours. One who has fitted outſhips

for a deſcent upon unoccupied lands, towards theoc

cupation of which no previous labour has been em

ployed by others, would be wronged if another hear

ing ofthe defign made greater difpatch and preven

ted him, and afterwards refuſed to make a divifion.

Nay had one without knowing the former's defign,

arrived firſt, he could not juſtly exclude him who ar

rived later, from a fhare ofthe land thuslyingincom

mon, if it was fufficient for the purpoſes of both.

III. But as property is conftituted to encourage

' andrewardinduſtry, it can never be ſo extended as to

prevent or fruftrate the diligence of mankind. No

perfon orfociety therefore canbymereoccupation ac

quirefuch a right in a vaſt tract of land quite beyond

their power to cultivate, as fhall exclude others who

may want work, or fuftenance for their numerous

hands, from aſhare proportioned to the colonies they

can fend. Thus it would be vain for a private man

with his domeſticks to claim a property, upon the

circumſtance ofhis having firſt diſcovered or arrived

at it, in a country capable of maintaining ten thou

fand families, and requiring fo many to cultivate it.

Equally vain would it be in a nation of eight or ten

millions offouls to claim, upon the like foundation,

a propertyin a vaſt continent capable of maintaining

three times that number; as no nation can fend a

How far it may

be extended.
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third part of their people for colonies in one age. CHAP. 7 .

fuch capricious claims, beyond all poffible uſe or con

veniency of the claimants, muſt not keep large tracts

ofthe earth defolate, and exclude nations too populous

from obtaining for fome of their people that uſe of

the earth which God intended for mankind. At this

rate the caprice or vain ambition of one ſtate might

keep half the earth defolate, and oppreſs the reſt of

mankind.

·

in natural liber

Nay, as we ſhall fhewhereafter, that fome publick Agrarian Laws

intereſts of ſocieties may juſtify ſuch Agrarian Laws .

as put a ſtop to the immoderate acquiſitions of pri

vate citizens which may prove dangerous to the ſtate,

tho' they be made without any particular injury ; the

fame or like reafons may hold as to acquifitions made

by private men in natural liberty, or by ſtates and na

tions. Ifany acquifition is dangerous to the liberty and

independency ofa neighbourhood, or ofneighbouring

ſtates, theſe neighbours have a right either to defeat it

altogether, or compell the proprietor to give fufficient

fecurityforthe fafety of all around him. This would

be the cafe ifone had occupied a narrow paſs, with the

adjacent lands ; or the lands furrounding a fountain

neceffary to a whole neighbourhood, or a ſtrait ſound,

ſo that he could ſtop all communication and trade of

multitudes with each other. But of theſe leſs ordi

nary rights we ſhall treat hereafter.

If it be inquired what is the reaſonable time to be

allowed to a family or a ſtate for cultivating the lands

they pretend to occupy, 'tis plain they may occupy
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Book II , more than the firſt ſet of hands they fend can cul

tivate. Private perfons may obtain more fervants,

and a ſtate mayſend new colonies or new ſupplies of

men. No precife anſwer canbe given. To limit a ſtate

to twenty or thirty years for the cultivating all they

can juſtly acquire by occupation may be too great a

reſtraint ; and to allow them to keep lands unculti

vated for fome centuries, in profpect of their ſending

new colonies, may often be too great indulgence. The

meaſure of time muſt be different according to the

exigences of neighbouring ſtates. If none be over

charged with inhabitants, a larger time may be al

lowed. If many are overcharged, a leſs is fufficient.

Mankind muſt not for ages be excluded from the

earth Godintended they fhould enjoy, to gratify the

vain ambition of a few who would retain what they

cannot ufe, while others are in inconvenient ftraits.

Neighbouring ſtates , upon offering a rateable ſhare

of the charges of the firſt diſcovery and occupation,

have a right to obtain fuch lands as the firſt diſcove

rers cannot cultivate. In this and all other controver

fieswhere there is no commonjudge, and the parties

cannot agree byamicable conferences, the natural re

courfe is to unbiaffed arbitrators ; and fuch as decline

arbitration ſhould be compelled by force.

IV. But 'tis plain that our acquifition bylabour in

anyonefort of goods may extend far beyond our own

prefent confumption and that of our families ; and

they maybe ſtored up for the future: nay it may ex

tend beyond all preſent or future conſumption ; as

Right beyond

prefent ufe.

N
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we may employ the furplus as matter ofbeneficence, CHAP . 7 .

or of barter for goods of different kinds which we'

may need. Otherways each one would be obliged to

practiſe all forts of mechanick arts by turns, without

attaining dexterity in any ; which would be a pub

lick detriment.

Thefeveral rules of property as they obtain in na

tural liberty, like all other ſpecial laws of nature, not

only admit exceptions in cafes of great neceſſity, but

may justly be altered and limited under civil polity,

as the good of the ſtate requires.

are fillcommon.
V. The origin of property above explained, fhews What things

the reaſon why ſuch things as are inexhauſtible and

anſwer the purpoſes of all, and need no labour to

make them uſeful, fhould remain in common to all,

as the air, the water of rivers, and the ocean, and even

ſtrait ſeas, which can give paſſage to all ſhips without

being made worſe. Where the uſe is inexhauſtible,

but fome expence is requifite to fecure it, this may

be a juft reaſon for obliging all who ſhare in it to

contribute in an equitable manner to the neceſſary

expence, ſuch as that of light-houſes, or fhips offorce

to fecure the feas from pyrates . But thepyrates. But the property in

the fhores on both fides of fuch ftraits can give no

right to exclude any who are ready to make ſuch e

quitable contribution, from paffing fuch ftraits, or

carrying on any innocent commerce with the nations

who live within them.

Where indeed the uſe of any adjacent parts ofthe

fea or fhore allowed to foreigners, may endanger our

VOL. I. Tt
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BOOK II . poffeffions, fuch as mooring of fhips of force in thoſe

bays which run up into the heart ofa country; we may

juſtly refuſe it, unleſs fufficient fecurity is given againſt

danger. We may likeways refufe to others, or ex

clude them from fuch ufe of things naturally com

mon and inexhauftible, as would occafion fome un

cafyfervitude upon our lands ; fuch as fiſhing in rivers,

or drawing water from them through our ground, tho'

the river were not at all appropriated by us, and the

fiſhing were inexhauſtible.

Property in the

fea. 'Tis fcarce conceivable upon what other foundati

on than compact, or confent of neighbouring ſtates,

any one can claim any property in the ſea, or any right

in it fuperior to that of other nations. Each nation in

deed for its own defence, feems to have a right to pre

vent any fhips of force of other nations to fail fo near

its coaft that they could annoy any of its fubjects in

their poffeffions. But this property can extend no fur

ther than a gun-fhot. Hovering indeed without ne

ceffity upon our coafts, tho' at a greater diftance, may

give juft fufpicion of ſome hoftile deſign, and may be

a juſt reafon for expoftulation and demanding fecu

rity, or obliging them by force to withdraw to a great

er diſtance.

Things left ly From what is faid we fee abundantly, that this

God in negative

community, earth, and all it contains, was placed by God in thatnot

pofitive.

ſtate the moralifts call negative community, and not

pofitive. The negative is “ the ſtate of things not yet

in property , but lying open to the occupation of

any one." Pofitive communityis the " ſtate ofthings

66
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"in which not any individual but a wholefociety have CHAP . 7 .

" an undivided property." Goods in this pofitive com

munity neither any individual member of the fociety,

nor any other, can occupy or difpofe of without con

fent of the whole fociety, or thofe who govern it. Now

from the preceeding reafons ' tis plain, that any man

could acquire property, and fee his right to acquire

any thing he firſt occupied, without confulting the

reſt of mankind ; and it would be injurious in any o

ther perfon to hinder him. Thus we need not have

recourſe to any old conventions or compacts, with

Grotius and Puffendorf, in explaining the original of

property: nor to any decree or grant of our firſt pa

rents, with Filmer.

VI. All things fit for human ufe either yet remain the res nullius.

in this negative community, or are in the property of

individual men, or of focieties . Bona univerfitatum,

or thegoods of corporations are in the property offo

cieties ; thetres nullius of the Civilians, viz. thingsfa

cred as temples and their utenfils, and lands for the

fupport of religious orders, and the defraying any ex

pences of worship ; burial-places and what things are

employed in funeral- rites ; and places railed in or

fecured from promifcuous ufe, fuch as the walls of

cities ; are all in property either of fome larger foci

ety, or fome family ; tho' fome fuperftitious laws may

reftrain the proprietors from a free and full ufe of

+ Nullius funt res facrae, religiofae, et | & c. where theſe three forts of goods are

fanctae. Quod enim divinijuris eft, id nul- explained according to the notions then

lius in bonis eft. Inftit. 1. ii . tit . 1. fect. 7. prevailing,

Tt 2
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Book II . them, or from converting them to other uſes than

what they were firſt deſtined to. Thefe laws are often

very fooliſh, and founded upon fome confuſed inex

plicable notions. All fuch goods are truly deſigned

for the uſe of men alone. The old proprietors, who

gave them for thefe purpoſes, may have been moved

by devotion toward God to make fuch donations for

the uſe of certain orders employed in religious offices,

or of ſocieties, to accommodate fuch as inclined to

worſhipintheſe places ; or for the burial oftheir dead;

or for defence of focieties by fortifications. But none

of theſe lands or goods can yield any uſe to God, nor

can his rights receive any increaſe or diminution by

anydeeds of men. Such donations are acceptable to

him as far as they do good to his creatures, by pro

moting their piety, virtue, and happincfs. Devotion

to God may as juſtly move men to make donations

for civil ufes to their country, or friends ; and theſe

may be as wife and acceptable to God, as any donati

ons to uſes commonly called pious. But none thence

imagine that there is fome myſtical quality infuſed

intofuch goods that they cannot be applied upon wiſe

occafions to other purpoſes.

"Tis a natural evidence of piety in any perfon or

fociety to provide whatever is requifite to accommo

date men in publick worſhip, in proportion to the

wealth of a country. It would evidence avarice, and

want ofpiety, if men would not ſpare from their pri

vate ufe what is requiſite to make places of publick

worſhip fafe, convenient, and agreeable. When they
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are mean and deſpicable in proportion to privatebuild- CHAP . .7

ings, the attending there may be difagreeable. "Tis

yet worſe if thoſe whofe office it is to prefide in pub

lick worship, and inftruct men in the duties of life,

are not fo fupported as may enable them to attain

knowledge themſelves, and diſcharge their uſeful of

fice. But when fufficient provifion is made for all theſe

purpoſes, ' tis folly and fuperftition to employ that

wealth which might do more good in trade or other

civil purpoſes , either on expenſive ornaments of

churches, or on their furniture, or in fo enrichingthe

inftructors of the people as to give them avocations

from their buſineſs, or temptations to luxury, ambi

tion, and avarice ; or to maintain more of them than

are requifite. "Tis ſtill more fooliſh to maintain men

in floth, or uſeleſs ways of life.

mijlakes.

A beautiful metonymy has been artfully abuſed by The cauſes of

fome orders commonly called religious, with the ba

feſt ſelfiſh purpoſes. Donations to them have been

called gifts to God, as all wife liberality and charity

mayjustlybe called . But thefe donations alone which

are made to their orders, or where they are the tru

ſtces, are called confecrations. God is proprietor of

all things alike, and can receive no gifts from men.

Donations can be made to men only. As far as they

contribute to the general happineſs of men, fo far

they are acceptable to God, and no further. When

they are pernicious to a country in its trade, or liber

ty, when they corrupt the clergy, as they are called, ´

by opportunities and temptations to luxury, tyranny,

1

N

·
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Book II. or avarice, they are as offenſive to God as any fins of

ignorance canbe. "Tis wife and juſt in any ſtate, when

fufficient proviſion is made for the purpoſes of reli

gion, to reſtrain or make void all further donations ;

to reſume any uſeleſs grants that have been obtained

by fraud and impofture, whether from the publick,

or private perſons ; to free the publick from the charge

offupporting uſeleſs ſtructures, or idle hands, by con

verting the ſtructures to other purpoſes, or demoliſh

ing them; and by obliging the idle hands to purfue

ſome uſeful occupation . This muſt be acceptable ſer

vice to God.

*6

Some wild notion of confecration or fanctity infu

fed into ſtones, timber, metals, lands, has made men

imagine it impious to convert theſe things to other

ufes than what they once were deftined to . And yet

'tis obvious that no religion or fanctity can inhere in

fuch materials. We formerly uſed them when our

minds were employed in devotion : but what then? fo

we did our bodies , our cloaths, our organs offpeech :

muſt they never be uſed to other purpoſes ? The fu

perftitious donors perhaps ordered " that fuch houfes

fhould only be uſed for accommodating men in

worship, and fuch lands forthe maintenance offuch

as officiated in it." But is it not folly to confine

that to one purpofe only, which can anfwer other

purpoſes, and be no leſs fit for the purpoſe chiefly in

tended? The ftate has a juft right to annul fuperfti

tious reftrictions in any conveyances, and to make

void all fuch conveyances as prove fooliſh or hurtful

to fociety.

((

1
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Grant that in the confuſed imaginations ofthe vul- CHAP. 6.

gar , the devotion in churches would be abated , if

they were uſed for other purpoſes in the intervals of

worship. Should this weakneſs be encouraged? And

then it requires no more but that fuch edifices while

they are uſed for worſhip ſhould not in the intervals.

be uſed for other purpoſes. If the worshippers are

as well provided with other ftructures or utenfils, and

the inftructors provided with other fufficient falaries ;

nothing hinders the ſtate to apply theformerſtructures,

utenfils , or lands, to any other wife purpoſes. But in

the Popish religion the mystery of confecration is fo

deeply inculcated that all this appears impious. In

that whole inſtitution the chief part God is introdu

ced as acting, is that of a fharping purveyor, or agent

for the religious orders , grafping at and defending

whatever they have obtained by anyfraud or artifice

from the weakest and moſt fuperftitious ofmankind,

for the moſt foolish or pernicious purpoſes.

VII. Things once in property may return again in- The right ofpro

to a ſtate of community if the proprietor quits his cription.

property by throwing them away, or defignedly ne

glecting them : and then the next occupier may ac

quire them. If the proprietor loft any goods unwil

lingly, but being again otherways provided, neglects

what he loft, and puts in no claim tho' he knows who

has found them; a long neglect of this kind mayfuf

ficiently declare that he quitted the property, and fo

preclude his future claim against the prefent poffef..

for. This feems the only prefcription valid again
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Book II . the old proprietor, before civil laws. There are juſt

reaſons why civil laws fhould introduce other rules of

preſcription, partly to engage the ſubjects to proper

care about their goods and claims in due time while

they can be aſcertained ; partly becauſe in a long tract

of undiſturbed poſſeſſion againſt ſome latent titles ,

goods may be transferred upon valuable confiderati

ons to fair purchaſers, or be for like confiderations

fubjected to ſettlements and entails and mortgages,

which cannot be fet afide without great injuries to

innocent perſons ; and partly to exclude artful and

undiſcoverable frauds, which could not be prevented ,

if any deeds pretended to be very old, the witneffes

ofwhich muſt be dead, fhould be ſuſtained as valid

to overturn a long undiſturbed poſſeſſion.

The civil law makes a prefumptive title, or the

bonafides, upon whichthe poffeffor may probably have

believed the goods to be his own, a neceffary begin

ning to preſcription ; fo that no length of poſſeſſion ,

begun without a plauſible title, can give a right. But

the cafe ofa fair purchaſer from an old poffeffor, with

out any intimation made to the purchaſer of a latent

title ofanother, is ſo favourable, and his plea fo equi

table, when he cannot recover his price from the fel

ler, that tho' the ſeller had begun poſſeſſion without

this juft prefumption, it would be very hard to ſet

afide all claim of the fair purchaſer, at leaſt to reco

ver the price he paid. Some of the reaſons for pre

ſcription may hold even where the poffeffion was not

begun upon a prefumptive title.

:



How PROPERTY is acquired. 337

VIII. As to acceffions or any additional profits of CHAP. 7.

goods in property, theſe rules are obvious. ´1 . “ All

“ fruits, increaſe, or improvements happening to the

goods in a man's property, to which neither the

goods or labours of others contributed, belong to

" the proprietor, except where another by contract,

or civil law, acquires fome right in them. " But,

2. "Where the goods or labours of other perfons

" have contributed to any increaſe or improvement,

“ without the fraud or culpable negligence of any

66

concerned, all thoſe who have contributed by their

" labours or goods have a joint property in thecom

pound, or in the fruits and improvements, each in

proportion to the value of what he contributed . "

If the goods orthe fruits can admit of divifion with

out lofs upon the whole, they ſhould be divided in

this proportion among thoſe who contributed to

them. If the ſubject will not admit of diviſion with

out lofs upon the whole, it ſhould be uſed alternately

for times proportioned to the values each one contri

buted, or be ufed in common continually if it can

admit of ſuch uſe. If the fubject neither admits of

common or alternate ufe, it ſhould fall to that part

ner to whom it is of the greateſt value or importance,

in this manner: firft, let the proportion of each one's

right to thoſe of the other partners be determined ,

and that partner who bids moft for it fhould have it,

upon making compenfation tothe reft for theirſhares.*

<<

66

(c

66

Co

See cafes of this kind in Cicero de offic.A. ii . c. 23. and the judgment of Aratus,

upon them .

VOL. I. Uu

The rights to
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BOOK II . Thus he obtains the goods who values them moft,

and the compenſation to the reſt is the greater.

Where any debate arifes about the values of the fe

veral fhares contributed, there is no other remedy,

previous to civil polity, but the arbitration of wife

neighbours who underſtand the goods .

Where by the fraud or blameable negligence of

one, his labours or goods areblended with the goods

ofothers, fo that the compound or the new form cea

fes to be defirable to the other innocent proprietor,

this proprietor has a right to full compenfation for

the value of his goods now made unfit for his uſe,

and for whatever clear profits he could have made by

his goods had they been let alone to him. If my

goods are improved for my uſe by another's goods or

labour, without commiffion from me; I am only to

pay the value of the improvement to my purpoſes,

and not thevalue it may be of to the purpoſes of the

culpable intermedler with my goods . There is no

reaſon that through his fault I ſhould either loſe my

goods, or be obliged to pay for more expenſive im

provements than were convenient for my affairs. The

proper puniſhment for this fraudulent or culpable in

termedlingwith the goods ofothers, is a fubject of in

quiryquite diftinct from this of property.

What rights la IX. The right of property, when it is entire and

aded in pro- unlimited as it is firft acquired, contains theſe three
perty.

* This fection may determine in a na- | nativitas, alluvio, fpecificatio, commistic,

confufio, edificatio, &c.turalmanner most of the queſtions of the

civilians about the acceffions, viz . the
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parts. 1. A right to the fulleſt uſe. 2. A right to cx- CHAP. 7. /

clude others from any ufe of the goods in property.

and 3. Aright of alienating and transferring to others

either in part or in whole ; abfolutely, or upon any

condition or contingency; gratuitoufly, or for valuable

confideration. Civil laws may fometimes juſtly limit

men in the exerciſe of theſe rights ; and fome potent

reaſons of general utility may even in natural liberty

require fome limitations, and juſtify fome extraordi

nary ſteps contrary to the rules which ordinarily ob

lige us.

To this right of property correfponds a general

indefinite obligation upon all not to violate this right

or obſtruct others in the enjoyment of it. The fa

credness of this obligation,we all may find by confider

ing the keen refentment we ſhould feel upon fuch vio

lation of our rights by others ; and by the ſtrong dif

approbation we muſt have of fuch avarice or felfifh

nefs as breaks through all regards to the peace and

ſafety of ſociety, and all humanity to our fellows, for

the fake of a little private gain ; in thoſe matters too

whichwe look upon it as honourable and the evidence

of a
great

foul to defpife. This difapprobation we

muſt feel toward fuch acts of injuſtice as affect the

property of others, even tho' we ourſelves fuffer no

thing by it.

1

Uu2
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Book II.

CHAP. VIII.

Concerning DERIVED PROPERTY, and the ways of

alienating or transferring it .

perfonal.Bigtits real and I. ADventitious rights are either real, or perſonal.

All adventitious real rights ariſe from a tranf

lation offome of the original rights ofproperty from

one to another. And all perfonal adventitious rights.

are conftituted by transferring to others fome parts

ofour natural liberty, or of our right of acting as we

pleafe, and of obliging ourſelves to certain perfor

mances in behalf of others. The real rights termi

nate on fome definite goods. The perfonal do not.

The neceffity and uſe of frequent contracts and

tranflations of property is in a good meaſure manifeſt

from what is faid above,* and will ftill more fully ap

pear hereafter. The difference between real and per

fonal rights muſt here be explained, and the founda

tion too for this diftinction, previous to any civil laws.

The ground of One may often incline to incur an obligation to

tition. another to a certain value , and have all moral cer

tainty and an honeſt purpoſe of diſcharging it faith

fully, while yet he is unwilling to put any one part of

his goods more than another in the power of his cre

ditor, and keeps it in his own election what part of

them he will alienate for diſcharging this obligation.

And a creditor may often be fatisfied with fuch en

gagements from the debtor, if he is affured of his.

Chap. vi. and vii.

!

1
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wealth and integrity, without any ſpecifick goods be- CHAP. 7 .

ing ſubjected to the claim. Such an agreement confti

tutes a perſonal, and not a real right. The creditor

no doubt in fuch a cafe has a general fecurity from all

the debtor's goods, fince upon the debtor's default,

he may in natural liberty feize any part of them for

difcharge ofthe debt, if no other creditor has obtained

a real right in them. But the advantage of the per

fonal obligation to the debtor is this , that he is ftill

maſter of all his goods , and retains it ſtill in his.

own election, within the time limited, to diſcharge

the claims uponhim in the manner he likes beft. And

the advantage of the real right to the creditor con- .

fifts in this, that from the goods fpecially fubjected

to his claim he maybe fecure, notwithſtanding ofany.

fubfequent debts incurred to others , or even prior per

fonal debts which his debtor may be incapable of dif-,

charging.

If one has done any damage to another, he be

comes indebted to the perfon who fuffered this da

mage in the full value ofit. And yet the fufferer has.

only a perfonal right, not preferable to any claims of

a third perſon , nor affecting one part of the goods

of him who did the damage, more than another. If

full compenfation is made, he cannot limit the debtor

as to the goods out of which this compenfation is to

be made.

When the lender infifts on more fecurity than the

faith ofthe borrower, or fufpects his ability, and gets.

a pledge or a mortgage, this conftitutes a real right,

1
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Book II. as certain goods are affigned and fpeciallyfubjected to

this claim.

Real preferable

soperfonal,

A juſt man no doubt will obferve and fulfil the per

fonal rights of others, as well as the real, to the ut

moſt of his power; but the ſecurity is not the fame in

both, as 'tis abundantly known, where different claims

occur againſt a perfon who has not effects to anfwer

them. The real rights muſt take place of the perfo

nal. He who confented to accept of a lefs fecurity,

muſt not expect to be equally fafe with one who in

fifted upon and obtained a greater, nor would have

contracted or lent upon other terms.

The prefervation of the neceffary faith in com

merce requires this preference of real rights, to per

fonal. In the full tranflation of property, and even in

affigning goods as real fecurities by pledge or mort

gage, there muſt befuch publick forms as will fecure

the purchaſer or lender againſt all prior fecret con

tracts with others, tho' theſe private contracts gave

perfonal rights. But no man would buy goods, if he

could not be fecured in the poffeffion of what he pur

chafed againſt former private contracts of fale. Nor

could he be fecured if prior fecret contracts did not

yield to fuch publick ones with the ufual forms infti

tuted for conveying real rights. Nor would menlend

upon any pledge or mortgage, were there not fome

publick forms appointed to transfer a real right pre

ferable to any prior perfonal rights conftituted to o

thers by a latent contract.

All nations agree in having fome publick formali

For what res

fons.
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ties for transferring full property or real rights, not CHAP. 7 .

to be defeated by prior latent perfonal rights. Theſe

formalities fhould intimate the tranfaction publickly,

or fome way prevent the perfon who transfers toim

pofe afterwards upon others. Delivery anfwers this

end in moveables ; and fome publick fymbolical deeds

giving poffeffion, in fuch as are immoveable; orfome

publick regiſtration of the conveyance. Wherethefe

confirm a contract, a real right is conftituted, which

no perfonal one fhould defeat. And yet the perfon

thus defrauded of his perfonal right by means of the

fubfequent real one transferring the property, has a

juft claim upon the feller who defrauded him not on

ly for compenfation of all the damage * he ſuſtains,

but for the † full value of all the profit he could have

made had he not been deceived. But without this

preference of real rights to perfonal, there could be

no commerce.

of

II. Derived real rights are either fome parts of the Derived real

right of property transferred to another, and fepara - property often

ted from the reſt, or compleat property derived from curated from

the original proprietor.

the rest .

The parts
parts of property frequently transferred fepa

rately from the reſt of it are chiefly of thefe four claf

fes. 1. Right ofpoffeffion, thus one may have a right

to poffefs the goods he knows belong to others, until

the true proprietor fhews his title. This right is valid

againſt all others, and often may be turned into com

pleat property. 2. The right offucceffion, which one

Penfatio damni. Penfare quod intereft.
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Book II. mayhave to goods, while another retains allthe other

parts of property except that of alienating. 3. The

rights ofa mortgage or pledge..4.Rights tofomeſmall

ufes of the goods of others, called fervitudes.

As to theright ofpoffeffion. The poffefforbyfraud

or unjuſt violence has no right : any one whoinclines

to recover the goods to the owner mayjuſtly diſpof

fefs him. Buthe who poffeffes withoutfraud or unjuſt

violence the goods he knows belong to others, has a

right valid againſt all except the proprietor, or ſuch as

claim under him. If none fuch can be found, or if

the proprietor quits his claim, the poffeffor becomes

proprietor by occupation. The poffeffor is always ob

liged to make publick intimation that he has fuch

goods, and to uſe all reaſonable means to make it

known to the proprietor. Defigned concealment of

them is no better than theft. When the poffeffor

reſtores, he may juſtly demand to be repaid all pru

dent expences made upon the goods, or upon giving

publick intimation about them.

III. In inftances where one poffeffes goods belong

ing to others which yet he obtained upon fome plau

fible title, fuch as donation, legacy, fucceffion, or pur

chafe, and believes them to be his own ; the fol

lowing rules feem equitable. 1. Ifthe goods have pe

rifhed byany accident without any fault ofthe poffef

for, he is not obliged to any compenſation . 2.Ifhe has

confumed them he is obliged to reſtore as far as he

Rights of the

prefumptivepof .

Lefor

+ This isthe bonaefidei poſſeſſor ofthe Civilians, not importing that all other poffef

fors are fraudulent.

1

I
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was profited by them, or in proportion to the advan- CHAP. 8.

tage or pleaſure he obtained by them , which other

ways would have confumed like goods of his own :

for he is fo far enriched as he fpared his own goods.

But as to pleaſure enjoyed and not neceffary mainte

nance, if the poffeffor enjoyed it only becauſe he be

lieved thefe goods to be his own, and otherwayswould

not have been at fuch expence in matters of pleaſure,

one cannot pronounce univerfally that he is obliged

to compenſate the value. 'Tis the honourable part

to do it whenever the proprietor is indigent, and the

poffeffor wealthy ; or if they are in equal circumftan

ces ; or if the compenfating would not diftrefs the

poſſeſſor in his affairs . But if compenfating would di

ftrefs him, if he obtained the goods by an onerous

title, fuch as by paying a price for them which he can

not now recover he would at leaft in moft cafes feem

to be under no other obligation than that of huma

nity, which might perhaps direct to ſharing the loſs,

where it would be too fenfibly felt were it to fall fin

gly on the original poffeffor.

3. When the goods yet remain, the poffeffor is ob

liged to reftore them with all their acceffion
s

after

deductin
g

all prudent expences he has made about

them. Ifhe purchafe
d
them, he has recourfe for the

price upon the feller.

4. Ifthe feller is not to be found, or is infolvent,

the cafe is more difficult. Here a certain lofs muſt be

fuftained either by the proprietor, or the prefump

tive poffeffor : both arefuppofed alike innocent : which

VOL. I. X x
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Book II . ofthem muft bear it? The caſe ofboth is equally fa

vourable, and no publick advantage requires the caſ

ting the whole lofs on one rather than the other. If

freeing the proprietor from it will make purchaſers

more cautious and inquifitive about the titles of thoſe

they deal with, and thus thefts may be detected ; the

fubjecting the proprietors to the lofs, will make men

morevigilant toprevent thefts,and prevent their goods

thus becoming a fnare to honeſt purchaſers. In ftrict

juftice one would think the lofs fhould be divided e

quallyamong all thoſe through whofe hands the goods

paffed without fraud, along with the proprietor, un

til they can recover the whole from the author ofthe

fraud.

A confufed i

magination to be

matter.

In theſe queſtions our reafon is difturbed byfome

avoided in thi confufed imagination of property as fome phyfical

quality or chain between the goods, and the propri

etor, conceived to found a more facred right than

many other moſt equitable claims. And yet it can

not be of a more facred kind than the rights arifing

from contracts and fair purchaſes; fince ' tis by con

tracts and purchaſes that property is moft frequently

acquired: and there is no reaſon that an innocent man

fhould fuffer becauſe of any vice of another in which

.he had no hand.

Abſtracting from fuch imaginations ; property is

thus determined by the law of nature ; in certain cir

cumſtances we fee at once that it would be cruel and

inhuman toward an individual, to deprivehim ofthe

full ufe of certain goods ; as when they were acqui- .

1

I
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red by his own innocent labour, or by any fair con- CHAP. 8 .

tract ; and we fee alfo thatlike practices generally pre

vailing would be detrimental to fociety. In thefe cir

cumſtances we pronounce that the man has the right

of property. When equal circumſtances of particu

lar humanity plead for two perfons in oppofition to

each other; we then confider any circumftance on one

fide which fome remote intereft of fociety may re

quire to be regarded ; and we deem the right to go

along with that circumftance: or at leaſt, when a law

or cuſtom is once received on account of this remote

utility, we deem the property to be on that fide, and

do not regard the weaker claim of the other: tho' a

humane man would not diſregard it altogether. Other

cafes happen where the pleas from remote utilities of

fociety are alfo equal : and in them, there is no other

remedy but dividing the lofs among all concerned, in

fome proportion or other.

One fells me an horfe this hour, in diſcharge of an Some Examples.

old debt he owed me: and nexthour, upon a price paid

down , fells and delivers him to another who knew

nothing ofmy bargain. If the feller can be found, and

is folvent, there is lefs difficulty: but if he is not ; on

whom fhall the lofs be caft? The contract and price

paid, the grand foundations of the titles and pleas of

humanity, are the fame on both fides. "Tis equally

hard that either of the innocent mcn fhould fuffer.

Cuſtom and civil laws regarding a remote intercft of

afcertaining commerce, and preventing frauds, make

the delivery a moft important circumftance for the

X x 2
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BookII. later. But were it not for this remote intereſt, the

~priority in time would plead for the former. Suppoſe

that the horſe had alfo been delivered to the former,

but the feller allowed to keep him fome hours in his

ftables. When other circumſtances are now equal,

priority oftime is ofgreat importance, and is much

regarded in all contracts ; as there can be no fufpici

on offraud in the firſt purchaſer ; and as a regard to

this circumſtance too is of great neceffity to aſcertain

commerce. In our prefent queſtion about the claim

ofthe fair purchaſer to obtain the price he paid from

the proprietor, when he can have no recoveryfromthe

feller, all pleas, both of a private and publick nature,

are pretty near equal on both fides. And the fame

general obſervation about the original notions of pro

perty will be of confiderable uſe in other queſtions,

particularlythefe concerningthe rights by teftament,

and by fucceffion to the inteſtate.

The boura
In this and many like cafes there are obvious rea

e part lysfons of humanity and mercy to fhewa good manwhat

is the lovely and honourable part. If the poffeffor be

poor, andthe proprietor rich, it would bebarbarous if

the proprietordidnot indemnifythe honeſt poffeffor as

to the pricehe paid. Ifthe poffeffor is wealthy, and the

proprietor poor, it would beinhuman in the poffeffor

to infift on the price paid, when it bore no fuch pro

portion to his wealth that the want ofit could diftrefs

him. If their fortunes are nearly equal theyfhould di

vide the lofs, whatever civil laws may determine ; or

fhould bear it in proportion to their wealth, when

-

،ܐܐ
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their wealth is unequal, but neither in diſtreſs. The CHAP. 8.

want of obvious reafons for cafting all the lofs on one

fide in this and fome other cafes, will be little regre

ted by any but fuch ſelfiſh wretches as are grafping

at every advantage they can obtain without incurring

the infamy of direct injuſtice, and have no humanity

to others.

In general, as far as fuch poffeffors are enriched or

profited by means of the goods of others , ſo far they

are obliged to reſtore ; but they are enriched only by

what remains after all expences they made in prefer

ving, improving, or cultivating are deducted ; and

thefe expences the proprietor is obliged to reflore

when he obtains his goods . Goods obtained by do

nation , fucceſſion , or any gratuitous title, fhould plain

ly be restored without any other compenfation from

the proprietor than that of thofe expences for prefer

vation and improvement.

IV. The next clafs of real rights often feparated it offuccef

from property is that offucceffions in entails . When fion in entails .

one who has unlimited property conveys a right of

fucceffion to feveral perfons, in a certain feries, upon

certain contingencies, theſe perfons have a right to

this fucceffion juft as valid as men acquire by any

donation ; as unlimited property includes a right of

difpofing upon any contingency or condition, as well

as abfolutely. Such entails may be made imprudent

ly, or contrary to reafons of humanity, and fo may

donations. When they are fo, the preſent tenant for

life who has all the other rights of property except



350
PROPERTY and other RIGHTS.

Book II. that of alienating, is not culpable in taking all me

thods confiftent with the peace and order of fociety,

to break the entail : as a man would not be culpable

who uſed fuch peaceful methods to prevent impru

dent or inhuman donations, or to get them revoked.

Butwhere there is nothing imprudent or inhuman in

the entail, the tenant in reverfion has as good a right

to fucceed as the prefent poffeffor has to enjoy for

life ; and it would be criminal to defraud him of it.

And the peace of fociety often requires the confirma

tion even ofimprudent and inhuman conveyances, of

which hereafter ; tho' the perfon to whom they are

made cannot with a good conſcience infiſt on them.

Civillaws however may juftly limit this power ofen

tail as the intereft of the ftate, or the neceffity of

encouraging induſtry may require.

Rights by mort V. The third fort of real rights feparable fromthe

page or pledge reſt of the property are thofe of the mortgagee, and

of the perfon to whom moveable goods are pledged,

and delivered for fecurity of fome debt. By either of

thefe a right is given to the creditor, in cafe the debt

is not duly diſcharged, to appropriate to himſelf the

lands mortgaged, or the goods pledged *, notwith

ftandingany prior perfonal rights of others againſtthe

debtor. The affuming a property in the lands mort

gaged, or themoveables pledged, upon non-payment,

has no iniquity in it if the pledger or mortgager

tain all furplus of the value of the lands or goods

ob

Lexcommiforia inpignoribus.
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above what diſcharges the principal debt with all in- CHAP . 8 .

tereſt and expences
.

VI. The fourth clafs of real rights feparable from Servitudes.

the reſt ofthe property are fervitudes, when one has a

right to ſome ſmall uſe of the goods of another. All

fervitudes are real rights terminating on fome definite

lands or tenements, or goods. But fome are conſti

tuted in favour of a perfon and only for his behoof;

and others for the advantage of fome adjacent farm

or tenement be the proprietor who he will. The for

mer, from the fubjects of theſe rights, and not from

the object on which they terminate, are called perfo

nal fervitudes, expiring with the perfon ; the later for

the like reafon are called real fervitudes, and may be

perpetual. Thus the uſe of an houſe or a farm gran

ted to a friend for his life-time when the property

in another, is a perfonal fervitude, which cannot be

conveyed by him to another : but when a farm is

fubjected to a road for the convenience of the poffef

fors of an adjacent farm, or the poffeffors of one te

nement in a town have a right to put in beams into

the gabels of the contiguous houfe for ſupporting the

floors or roof, thefe are real fervitudes, which maybe

conftituted for the convenience oflands or tenements,

and maybe perpetual. The nature of the contracts

or deeds by which fuch fervitudes are conftituted fhews

the rights, and obligations of the parties, which too

depend much upon the cuſtoms of the places where

they are received.

is

See Inftit. 1. ii. tit. 3, 4, 5,
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Tranflation of

VII. The complete property may be transferred

either by the voluntary deed of the proprietor, or by

compleat proper- the difpofition of the law ofnature, without his con

ty feveral ways fent, for the intereft of others. Bydeed of the pro

prietor it may be transferred either during his life, or

upon the event ofhis death. Andbydifpofition ofthe

law of nature, without his confent, property may be

transferred either during the proprietor's life, or on

the event of his death. Of thefe four in order.

352

BOOK II.

Voluntary deed

during life.

By teftament.

1. By voluntary deed of the proprietor during his

life, either gratuitoufly by donation, or for a certain

price or valuable confideration ; of this we treat in the

following chapter about contracts .

2. Property is conveyed by the voluntary act of

the proprietor upon the event ofhis death by laft will

or teftament. This right of devifingbywill is natu

rally included inthe property, which contains a right

ofdifpofing upon any condition or contingency. Take

away this right and induſtry fhall be much difcoura

ged after men are tolerably provided with neceffaries

for themſelves and their families during life ; or men

muſt be forced into a pretty hazardous conductbyac

tually giving away during life whatever they acquire

beyond their own probable confumption in their life

time. Not to mention that they muſt give away as

foon as they acquire any furpluffes, fince the fudden

nefs of death, or a delirium, may make them inca

pable ofdonations upon the approach of death. This.

right therefore of devifing by will feems manifeſtly

founded in the law ofnature, tho' civil laws mayli

1

1
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mitthe exerciſe of it in common with all other rights CHAP. 8.

refpecting property, fuch as the difinheriting or paf

fing by a child without any fault of his, or the con

veying almoſt all a man's wealth to one of his nume

rous pofterity from a fooliſh defire of raifing one great

family. Civil laws alfo juftly oblige men to fuch forms

as fhall beſt prevent forgeries. By the law of nature

every declaration ofa man's will of which credible evi

dence can be given, is valid and obligatory on thoſe

concerned: but that all men may be engaged to uſe

the moſt convenient forms, civil laws may confirm no

teftaments made without them.

That the law of nature and the intereft offociety s right of

eſtabliſh this right of devifing by will is as plain as teftaments .

that they eſtabliſh other rights ofthe proprietor. The

natural defign of mankind in any acquifitions beyond

their own confumption is to promote by them the

happineſs of thoſe they love ; this happineſs one de

fires they may obtain not only during his life, but af

ter his deceaſe. Theſe kind affections and fuitable

offices to make others happy, whether we are to live

with them or not, are the natural, joyful, and honour

able exerciſes of the human foul while we live. And

'tis cruel and unjuſt to hinder a man either fromſuch

good offices while he lives, or to deprive him of the

joyful hope that his furviving friends fhall be profited

by the fruits ofhis labours. "Tis cruel to theſe friends

to intercept the benefit defigned them by theirfriend

now deceaſed. There is no method fo convenient for

individuals, or for the fociety, by which goods can be

VOL. I.
Y y
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Book II. transferred to furvivors as that by teftament, or a

" declaration of the will ofthe proprietor revocable,

" and not to take effect till after his death."+ Toleave

the goods of the deceaſed in common open to occu

pation muft occafion the moſt odious contentions and

mifchiefs. To all theſe reaſons we may add that a

wifely contrived will is generally in conſequence of

moral obligation, and a fulfilling of the rights or

claims either of a perfect or imperfectkind which the

furvivors had upon the goods of the deceaſed. All

which proves abundantly the right of deviſing, and

the obligation upon all to obferve and maintain the

will of the teftator, where it is tolerablyprudent , and

not contrary to fome ſtrong principles of humanity.

Whereit is contrary, there may be no injuſtice in an

nulling it.

VIÏI. The third manner of transferring property

the law ofnatureis by the plain law of nature, without confent ofthe

Tranflation by

during the life of

the proprietor. proprietor, during his life, whenever it is requifite to

fatisfy any juſt claim another had againſt him which

he declines to comply with. This will be confidered

hereafter among the rights arifing from the injuries

doneby others. Thus for compenfation of damage, or

diſcharging ajuſt debt, a man's goods arejuſtlyſeized,

+ Some improper ufe ofmetaphyficks

in this fubject has raiſed great controver

fies to little purpofe, as ifthe validity of

wills imported fome phyfical action done

when the agent was dead; fome trifling

objections are raiſed too from the nature

of other tranfactions. The queſtion is

truly this, whether it is not requifite for

an innocent fatisfaction of menthat their

teftaments be obſerved after their death ?

and whether the intereft of fociety does

not require it? which are obvious . See

Barbeyraque's notes on Puffend. dejure

nat. et gent. lib. iv. c. 10. and authors

there cited.

1
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and the property ofthem acquired by the perfons who CHAP. 8.

had fuch claims.

the inteftate.

The fourth manner of tranflation is by the law of In fuccefion to

nature, without the deed of the proprietor, upon the

event of his death, in the fucceffions to the inteftate.

The grounds of it are thefe. The intention of the

deceaſed in all his acquifitions beyond his own uſe,

was contributing to the happineſs of fuch as were

dear to him , as 'tis abundantly known to all . We fee

that one's poſterity, and failing thoſe his kinſmen, are

dearer to men univerfally than others, tho' they may

happen to have converſed more with others, in mat

ters of buſineſs or pleaſure. When men declare their

wills, we ſee the general inclination to improve the

fortunes of their poſterity and kinſmen, and juſtly pre

fume the fame where it is not exprefsly declared. "Tis

cruel, without fome publick intereft requiring it, to

defeat this natural hope of fucceffion founded by the

tyes of blood. Our children, and failing theſe our

kinſmen have plainly a right where fome undutiful

conduct has not forfeited it, not only to fupport from

us in their indigent ftate, but to have their condition

improved by any furplus of goods we have beyond our

own confumption. 'Tis contrary to nature, as well as

humanity, to defeat this claim when no publick in

tereft requires it. 'Tis plain alſo that leaving the goods

of the inteftate in common to be occupied would

cauſe the greateſt confuſion.

If friends were admitted along with kindred, it

Y y 2
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Book II. muſt be in ſome proportion to the degrees of friend

ſhip; but theſe cannot nowbe determined ; and much

lefs could they be determined if the hopes of fuccef

fion invited all flatterers. We juftly too prefume

upon the will of the inteftate from this, that fince.

the cuſtom has univerſally obtained, in all nations al

moſt, to admit only kinfmen to fucceffion, had the

deceaſed intended that others fhould be admitted, he

would have expreſsly declared this peculiar and leſs

ufual defire.

The natural affections of men fhew that their po

fterity ſhould be admitted in the firſt place, viz. chil

dren and grandchildren ; grandchildren at leaſt ad

mitted to their parents fhare among them, where a

deceaſed child has left more than one: and along with

pofterity parents ſhould be admitted, if they are in

ftraits. In default of both, brothers and fifters, and

alongwith them the children ofa brother or fifter de

ceafed, at leaſt to the fhare their parent would have

got hadthe parent been alive. Reafons of humanity

would recommend other proportions fometimes, but

theywould occafion great controverfies. In default

of fuch relations all kindred of equal degrees ſhould

generally come in equally, and exclude the more re

mote.

The naturalway

offucceffion.

Vanaturalcuf

toms.

The notion of having fome one reprefentative of

the perfon deceaſed, fucceeding to all his rights, and

fubjected to all his obligations, as the Roman heir

was, has no foundation in nature; nor is there any rea

4
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fon why a far greater part of the inheritance fhould CHAP. 8 .

go univerfally to one ofmany children, or one ofma

ny in the fame degree ; nor why feniority among chil

dren, or kinſmen of the fame degree, fhould have

fuch preference ; nor why the diftinction of fex fhould

in the first degree of children take place of all other

confiderations, and yet be quite neglected in the de

gree ofgrandchildren, or be poftponed to that of fe

niority of the parent, fo that an infant grand-daugh

ter of an elder fon deccafed, fhould take before an

adult grand-fon by a fecond fon, nay before the ſecond

fon himſelf. A niece by an elder brother deceaſed,

nay her daughter, take place of even a younger bro

ther himſelf, as well as the male defcendants ofyoung

er brothers. All theſe things are founded only in

civil laws. In the fucceffion to private fortunes there

is feldom any reaſon for having one heir rather than

many equally related to the deceafed. Cuftoms of

many nations and their civil laws about thefe mat

ters are very fooliſh, and have ſome pernicious effects.

upon fociety.

acquired.
IX. Perfonal rights are conſtituted againſt a man,Perfonal rights

when he has limited fome part of his natural liberty,

or his power of difpofing of his actions and goods,

and transferred it to another, who thence acquires the

perfonal right. And when this right or claim of ano

ther is fulfilled, or aboliſhed, the natural liberty of

the perfon obliged becomes again in this reſpect en

tire, or the perfonal right is confolidated with it, as
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Book II. it was before the right ſubſiſted. Such rights ariſe ei

ther from fome contract, or fome deed of the per

fon obliged; and the confideration of them leads to

the ſubject of contracts or covenants, the main en

gine ofconſtituting either perfonal rights or real.

THE END OF THE FIRST VOLUME.
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