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DISSERTATION L.
%e Natural H i flory qf Religion,

INTRODUCTION.

A S every enquiry, which regards Religion,
is of the utmoft importance, ‘there are two
queftions in particular, which challenge our
principal attention, to wit, that concerning it’s
foundation in reafon, and that concerning its
origin in human nature. Happily, the firft
queftion, which is the moft important, admits
of the moft obvious, at leaft, the cleareft folu-
tion. The whole frame of nature befpeaks an
intelligent author ; 2nd no rational enquirer can,
after ferious reflexion, fufpend his belief a mo-
. ment with regard to the primary principles of
genuine Theifm and Religion.. But the other
. queftion, concerning the origin. of religion ‘in
human nature, admits of fome more difficulty.
The belief of invifible, intelligent power has
been very generall y diffufed over the human race,
in"all places and-in all ages ; but it has neither
perhaps been fo univerfal as to admit of no ex-
B ceptions,

“



2 DISSERTATION {
ceptions, nor hasit been, in any degree, uni-
form in the ideas, which it has fuggefted. Some.
nations have been difcovered, who entertained
no fentiments of Religion, if travellers and hi-
forians may be credited ; and no two nations,
and fcarce any two men, have ever agreed pre-
cifely in thefamefentiments. It would appear,
therefore, that this preconception fprings not
from an original inftin& or primary impreflion
of nature, fuch as gives rife to felf-love, affe&i-
on betwixt the fexes, love of progeny, gratis
tude, refentment; fince every inftin& of this
" kind has been found abfolutely univerfal in all
nations and ages, and has always a precife, de-
" terminate obje&, which it inflexibly purfues,
The firft religious principles muft be fecondary,
fuch as may eafily be perverted by various acci-
dents and caufes, and whofe operation too, in
fome cafes, may, by an extraordinary concur=
rence of circumftances, be altogether prevent-
ed. What thofe principles are, which give
" rife to the original belief, and what thofe acci-
dents and caufes are, which dire& its operation,
is the fubje& of our prefent enquiry.

»I. Ir



‘NATURAL HISTORY OF RELIGION. g5

b &

1T appears to me, .that if we confider the.
improvement of human .fociety, from rude
Dbeginnings to a ftate of greater perfection, po-
lytheifm or idolatry was, and neceffarily muft
have been, the firft and moft aatient religion of
mankind. This opinion 1 {hsll -endeawour.te
«<onfirm by the following arguments.

>T1s a matter-of fadt unconteftable, thae ghéut
1700 years ago all mankind were idolaters.
The doubtful and fceptical principles of a few
philofophers, or the theifin, and that too not
entirely pure, of one or two nations, form no
abjeftion’ worth regarding. Behold then the
clear teftimony. of hiftory. The farther we
mount up into antiquity, the more do we find
mankind plunged into idolatry. No marks, no
fymptems of any more perfect religion. The
moft antient records of human'race flill prefent
us with polytheifin as the popular.and eftabliihed
fyftem. . The north, the fouth, the eaft, the
weft, give their unanimous -teftimony to the
fame fa&. Whatcan be oppofed to fo full

an evidence? :
B 2 As



4 DISSERTATION I

As far as writing or hiftory reaches, man-
kind, in antient times, appear univerfally to
have been polytheiffs. Shall we affert, that,
in more antient times, before the knowledge
of letters, or the difcovery of any art or fcience,
men entertained the principles of pure theifm?
That is, while they were ignorant and barba--
rous,, they difcovered truth: But fell into error,
as foon as they acquired learning and polite-
nefs. '

Bur in this affertion you not only contradi&t
all appearance of probability, but alfo our pre-
fent experience concerning the principles and
opinions of barbarous nations. The favage
- tribes of America, Africa, and Afia are all ido-
laters. Not a fingle exception. to this rule.
Infomuch, that, were a traveller to tranfport
himfelf into any unknown region; if he found-
inhabitants cultivated with arts and fciences,
tho’ even upon that fuppofition there -are odds
againft their being theifts, yet could he notfafely,.
till farther enquiry, pronounce any thing on
that head: But if he found them ignorant.
and barbarous, . he might beforehand declare:
them idolaters ; and there fcarceis a poﬂibahty

of his being miftaken. I
t

2



NATURAL HISTORY OF RELIGION. [4

IT feems certain, that, according to the natu-
ral progrefs of buman thought, the ignorant
multitude muft firft entertain fome groveling
" and familiar notion of fuperior powers, before
they ftretch their conception to that perfect be-
ing, who beftowed order on the whole frame
of nature. We may as reafonably imagine,
that men inhabited palaces before huts and cot-
tages, or ftudied geometry before agriculture ;
as affert that the deity appeared to them a pure
fpirit, . oronifcient, -omnipotent, and. omnipre .
.fent, before he was apprehended to be a power -
ful, tho’ limited being, with human paffions
and appetites, limbs and organs. The mind rifes
- gradually, from inferior to fuperior: By ab-
firating from what is imperfe®, it forms an
idea of perfection: And flowly diftinguithing
-the nobler parts of its frame from the groffer, it
learns to transfer only the former, much ele-
vated and refined, to its divinity. Nothing
could difturb this natural progrefs of thought,
but fome obvious and invincible argument,
which might immediately lead the mind “into
the pure principles of theifm, and make it over-
leap, at one bound, the vaft interval,” which is
interpofed betwixt the human and the divine na-
B3 ture,



6 DISSERTATION E

ture. But tho’ I allow, that the order and’
frame of the univerfe, when aécurately examin-
ed, affords fuch an argument; yet I can never
think that this confideration could have an influ-

- ence on mankind. when they' formgd their firft,.
rude notions of religion..

‘T HE caufes of obje&s, which are quite fami-
ar to us, never ftrike our attention or curiofity ;.
and however extraordinary or furprizing thefe
ebjects may be in themfelves, they are paft over,.
by the raw and ignorart multitude, without:

much examination or enquiry. Adam, rifing.

atopce, in paradife, and in the full perfeGtion
of his faculties, would naturally, as reprefented:
by Miiton, be aftonifhed at the glorious appear-

ances of nature, the heavens, the air, the-

earth, his own organs and'members ; and would
be led: to atk, whence this wonderful fcene
arofe. But a barbarous, neceflitous animal
(fuch 3s man is on the firft origin of fociety).
prefled by fuch nwmerous wants and paffions,.
has no leifure to admize the regular face of na--

ture, or make enquiries conceming the caufe:
of obje@s, to which, from his infancy, hehas.

been gradually accuftomied, On the contrary,
the more regular and uniform, thatis, the more.
perfe&



NATURAL HISTORY OF RELIGION. ¢
perfe@, nature appears, the more is he fami-
Warized to it, and the lefs inclined to fcrutinize
and examine it. A monftrous birth excites his
curiofity, and is deemed a prodigy. It alarms
him from its novelty ; and immediately fets
him a trembling , and facrificing, and praying.
But an animal compleatin all its limbs and or-
gans, isto him an ordinary fpeftacle, and pro-
duces no religious opinion or affe@ion. Afk
him, whence that animal arofe ; he will tell you,
from the copulation of its parepts. And thefe,
whence ? From the copulation of theirs. A
few removes fatisfy his curiofity, and fets the
objects at fuch a diftance, that he entirely lofes:
fight of ther. Imagine not, that he will fo
much as fhart the queftion, whence the firft ani-
mal; much lefs, whence the whole fyftem or
united fabric of the univerfe arofe. Or, if you
fart fuch a queftion to him, expest not, that
e will employ his mind with any anxicty about
a fubje®, fo remote, fo uninterefting, and
which fo much exceeds the bounds of his capa=~
Sty

Bur farther, if men were at firft led into the’
belief of one fupreme being, by reafoning from
the frame of nature, they could never poffibly .

B4 leave



8 DISSERTATION L
leave that belief, inorder to embrace idolatry ;5
but the fame principles ‘of - reafoning, which at
firft produced, and diffufed over mankind, fo
magnificent an opinion, miuft be able, with
greater facility, to preferveit. The firft inven-~
tion and proof of any dodtrine is infinitely more
difficult than the fupporting and retaining it.

THERE isagreat difference betwixt hiftorical
fa&ts and {peculative opinions ; nor is the know=
ledge of the one propagated in the fame manner
with that of the other. An hiftorical faét,
while it paffes by oral tradition from eye-wit-
nefles and contemporaries, is difguifed in every
fucceffive narration, and may at laft retain but
very {mall, if any, refemblance of the original
truth, on which it was founded, -The frail
miemories of men, their love of exaggeratnon,
their fupine careleflnefs ; thefe principles, if
not correéted by books and writing, foon per-
vert the account of hiftorical events; where ar-
gument or reafoning has little or no place, nor
can ever recal the truth, which has once efcap-
ed thofe narrations. ’Tis thus the fables of
Hercules, Thefeusy, Bacchus are {uppofed to have
been originally founded in true hiftory, cor-
rupted by tradition. But with regard to fpecu-

lative
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lative opinions, the cafe is far otherwife. If
thefe opinions be founded in arguments fo clear
and obvious as to carry conviion with the ge-
nerality of mankind, the fame arguments,
which at firft diffufed the opinions, will ftill
preferve them in their original purity. If the
argqments be more abftrufe, and more remote
from vulgar apprehenfions, the opinions will
always be confined to a few perfons; and as
foon as men leave the contemplation of the ar-
guments, the opinions will immediately be loft
and buriedin oblivion. Which ever fide of this
dilemma we take, it muft appear impoflible,
that theifin could, from reafonirg, have been
the primary religion of human race, and have
afterwards, by its corruption, given birth to ido-
latry and to all the various fuperftitions of the
heathen world. Reafon, when very obvious,
prevents thefe corruptions: When abftrufe, it
keeps the pnncnples eiitirely from the knowledge
of the vulgar, who are alone liable to corrupt
any principles, or opinions.
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1I.

IF we would, therefore, indulge our curio~
ﬁty, in enquiring concerning the origin of reli-
gion, we muft turn our thoughts towards ido--
lagry or polytheifm, the primitive Religion of
uninftru@ed mankind.

. WERE men led into the apprehenfion of in-
vifible, intelligent pawer by a contemplation of
the works of nature, they could never poffibly
entertain any conception but of one fingle be-
ing, who beftowed exiftence and order on this
vaft machine, and adjufted all its parts, ac-
cording to one regular plan or connected fyftem.
For tho’, to perfons of a certain turn of mind,
it may not appear altogether abfurd, that feve-
ral independent beings, endowed with fuperior
wifdom, might confpire inthe contrivance and
execution of one regular plan; yet is this a
mere arbitrary fuppofition, which, even if al-
lowed poffible, muft be confefled neither to be-
fupported by probability nor neceffity. All
things in the univerfe are evidently of a piece.
Every thing is adjufted to every thing. One
defign

|
{

1

|
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defign prevails thro’ the whole.  And this
uniformity leads the mind to acknowledge one
author ; becaufe the conception of different au-
thors, without any diftin&idn of attributes or
‘operations, ferves only to give perplexity to the
imagination, without beftowing any fatisfaction
on the underflanding *..

On the other hand, if, leaving the works of
nature, we trace the footfteps of invifible pow-
er in the various and contrary events of human
life, we are neceflarily led into polytheifm, and
to the acknowledgment of feveral limited and
imperfe& deities. Storms and tempefts ruin
what is nourifhed by the fun. The fun de-
ftroys what is foftered by the moifture of dews
and rains. War may be favourable to a na-
tion, whom the inclemency of the feafons af-
flits with famine. Sicknefs and peftilence
may depopulate a kingdom, amidft the moft
profufe plenty, ‘The fame nation is not, at the

3 The flatue of Laocoen, - as we learn from Pliny, was the
work of three artifts : But "tis certain, that, were we not told
fo, we fthould never have concluded, that a groupe-of figures, cut
from one flone, and united in one plan, was not the work and
contrivance of one flatuary. T afcribe any fingle effeét to the
combination of feveral caufes, is not furely a natural and obvi.
eus fuppofition,

) B6 . fame



12 DISSERTATION I
fame time, equally fuccefsful by fea and by Iand.
And a nation, which now triumphs over. its
enemies, may anon fubmit to their more prof~
perous arms. In fhort, the conduét of events
or what we call the plan of a particular provi-
dence, is fo full of variety and uncertéinty, that,
if we fuppoft it immediately ordered by any in-
telligént beings, we muft acknowledge a con-
trariety in their. defigns and intentions, a con-
ftant combat of oppoﬁte powers, and a repen-
tance or change of intention in the fame power,
- from impotence or levity. Each nation has its
tutelar deity. Each element is fubjeted to its
invifible power or agent. The province of
each god is feparate from that of another. Nor
are the operations of the fame god always cer-
tain and invariable. To day, he prote&ts: To
morrow, he abandons us. Prayers and facrifi-
ces, rites and ceremonies, well or ill perform~
ed, are the fources of his favour or enmity,
and produce all the good or ill fortune, which
are to be found amongft mankind.

WEe may conclude, therefore, that, in alt
nations, which have embraced polytheifm or
iolatry, the firft ideas of religion arofe not
fiom a contemplation of the works of pature,

: . but
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but from a concern with regard to the events of
life, and from ‘the inceflant hopes and fears,
which auate the human mind.  Accordingly,
we find, that all idolaters, having feparated the
provinces of their deities, have recourfe to that
invifible agent, to whofe authority they are im-~
mediately fubjeGted, and whofe province it is to
fuperintend that courfe of aions, in which
they are, at any time, engaged. Fumo is in-
voked at marriages; Lucina at births, Nep-
tune receives the prayers of feamen ; and Moars
of warriors. The hufbandman cultivates his
* field under the protection of Ceres; and the
merchant acknowledges the; authority of Mer-
cury, Each natural event is fuppofed to be go-
verned by fome intelligent agent ; and nothing
profperous or adverfe can happen in life, whxch
may not be the fubje@ of peculiar prayers of
thankfgivings ®.

Y Fragifis et laberiofa mortalitas in partes ifla digeffit, snfirmie
tatis fue memor, ut portionibus quifquis coleret, guo maxime ina
digerer.  Plin, lib.ii. cap, 7. So early as Heffod's time there
were 30,000 deities. Oper. & Dier. lib, i. ver. 2 50. But the
tafk to'be performed by thefe, feems ftill too gieat for their
mumber, ‘The provinces of the deities were fo fubdivided, that
there was even a God of Sucexing, See Arifi. Probl. Se@, 33, '
cap. 7. The province of copulation, fuitable to the importance
and digaity of it, was divided among®t feveral deities, :

It
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IT muft neceflarily, indeed, be allowed,
that, in order to carry men’s attention be-
yond the vifible courfe of things, or lead them
into any inference concerning invifible intelli-
gent power, they muft be auated by fome
paflion, which prompts their thought ™ and.
refle@ion; fome motive, which urges their
firft enquiry. But what paffion fhall we here
have recourfe to, for explaining an effel

of fuch mighty confequence? Not fpecula-
" tive curibﬁty furely, or the pure love of truth,
‘That motlve is too refined for fuch grofs ap-
prehenfions, and would lead men into en-
quiries concerning the frame of nature; a fub-
je& too large and comprehenfive for their
- narrow * capacities. No paffions, therefore,
ean be fuppofed to work upon fuch barbarians,
but the ordinary affeCions of human life;
the anxious concern for happinefs, the dread
of future mifery, the terror of death, the
thirft of revenge, the appetite for food and other
neceflaries. Agitated by hopes and fears of -
this nature, efpecially the latter, men fcruti-
nize, with a trembling curiofity, the courfe of
future caufes, and examine the various and

4 ‘ contrary
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contrary events of human life. And in this
difordered fcene, with eyes ftill more difordered.

and aftonithed, they fee the firft obfcure traces-
of divinity.

Il Wi
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"I

WE are placed in this world, as in a great
theatre, where the true f{prings and caufes
of every event, are entirely unknown to us;
nor have we either fufficient wifdom to forefee,
or power to prevent thofe ills, with which we
are continually threatened. We hang in per-
petual fufpenfe betwixt life and death, health
and ficknefs, plenty and want; which are diftri-
buted amongft the human fpecies by fecret and
unknown caufes, whofe operation is oft unex-
peQed, and always unaccountable. Thefs un-
known caufes, then, become the conftant ob-

je€tof our hope and fear ; and while the paf-_

fions are kept in perpetual alarm by an anxious
expectation of the events, the imagination is
equally employed in forming ideas of thofe
powers, on which we have fo entire 2 depen-
dance. Could men anatomize nature, accorde
ing to the moft probable; at leaft the moft in-
tel]igible philofophy, they would find, that thefe
caufes are nothing but the particular fabric and
ftru@ure of the minute parts of their own bodies
and of external objets ; and that, by aregular

and conftant machinery, all the events are pro-
duced,
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duced, about which they are fo much concerned.
But this philofophy exceeds the comprehenfion
of the ignorant multitude, who can only con-
ceive the unknown caufes in a general and con-
fufed manner; tho’ their imagination, perpe-
tually employed on the fame fubje&t, muft la-
bour to form fome particular and diftinét idea
of them. The more they confider thefe caufes
themfelves, and the uncertainty of their opera-
tion, the lefs fatisfaétion do they meet with in
their refearch; and, however unwilling, they
muft at laft have abandoned fo arduous an at~
tempt, were it not for a propenfity in bumaa
pature, which leads into a fyftem, that gives
them fome feeming fatisfaction.

THERE is an univerfal tendency amongft
mankind to conceive all beingi*; like themfelves,
and to transfer to every obje& thofe qualities,
with which they are familiarly acquainted, and
of which they are intimately confcious. We
find human faces in the moon, armies in the
clouds; and by a natural propenfity, if not
correfled by experience and refle&ion, afcribe
malice and good-will to every thing, that hurts
or pleafes us. “Hence the frequency and beauty
of “the profs, popma in poetry, where trees,

mountains,
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mountains and ftreams are perfonified, and the
inanimate parts of nature acquire fentiment and-
paffion. And tho’ thefe poetical figures and
exprefions gain not on the belief, they may
ferve, at leaft, to prove a certain tendency in
the imagination, without which they could fei-
ther be beautiful nor natural, Nor is a river~
god or hama-dryad always taken for a mere
poetical or imaginary perfonage ; but may fome-
times enter into the real creed of the ignorant
vulgar ; while each grove or field is reprefented-
as pofleft of a particuler gemsus or invifible power,
- ‘which inhabits and prote@s it. Nay, philofo-
phers cannot entirely exempt themfelves from:
this natural frailty 5 but have oft afcribed to inv
animate matter the horror of a wacuum, fym-
pathies, antipathies, and other affeCtions of
human nature. The abfurdity is not lefs,
avhile we caft our eyes upwards ; and transfer--
ring,. as is too wfual, human paffions and infirmi-
ties to- the deity, reprefent him as jealous and-
revengeful, capricious and partial, and, in thort,
a wicked and foolith man in every refpe&, but
his fuperior power and authority.. No wonder,
then, that mankind, being placed in fuch an
abfolute ignorance of caufes, and being at the
Iame time fo anxious concerning their future
fortunes,.
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fortunes, fhould immediatly acknowledge a de-
. pendence on invifible powers, pofleft of fenti-
ment and intelligence. The wunknoun caufes,.
which continually employ their thought, appear—
ing always in the fame afpeét, are all appre-
hended to beof the fame kind or fpecies. Nor
is it long before we afcribe to them thought,.
and reafon, and paffion, and fometimes even-
the limbs and figures of men, in-order to bring.
them nearer to a refemblance with ourfelves,

* In proportion: as any man’s courfe of life is-
governed by accident, we always find, that he
encreafes in fuperflition ; as may particularly:
Be obferved of gamefters and failors, who, tho’,
of all mankind, the leaft capable of ferious me-
ditation, abound moft in frivolous and fuperfti-
tious apprehenfions. The gods, fays Coriolanas.
:in Dionyfius *, have an influence in every affair ;.
but above all, in war ; where the event is fo
uncertain, Al human life, efpecially before
‘the inflitution-of orderand good government,.
being fubject to fortuitous accidents; it is pa-
taral, that fuperflition fhould prevail every where
in.barbarous ages, and put men on the moft

# Lib, viii, .
- . carneft
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earneft enquiry concerning thofe invifible powers,
who difpofe of their happinefs or mifery. Ig-
norant of aftronomy and the anatomy of plants
and animals, ahd too little curious to obferve
the admirable adjuftment of final caufes; they
remain ftill unacquainted with a firft and fu-
preme creator, and with that infinitely perfe&t
fpirit, who alone, by his almighty will, be-
ftowed order on the whole frame of nature.
Such a magpificent idea is too big for their nar-
row conceptions, which can neither obferve the
beauty of the work, nor compiehend the gran-
.deur of its author. They fuppofe their deitiea,
.however potent, and . invifible, to.be nothing
but a fpecies of human creatures, perhaps raifed
_from among mankind, and retaining all human
paflions and appetites, along with corporeal
limbs and organs. Such limited beings, tho’
mafters of human fate, being, each of them,
incapable of extending his influence every where,
muft be vaftly multiplied, in order to anfwer
that variety of events, which happen over the
whole face of nature. Thus every place is ftored
with a crowd of local deities ; and thus idola-
try has prevailed, and fill prevails, among the

greateft part of uninftru®ted mankind *,

# The following lines of Euripides are fo much to the pre-
fent purpofe that I cannot forbear quoting them s

-ANY
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ANy of the human affetions may lead us
into the notion of invifible, intelligent power ;
hope.as well as fear, gratitude as well as afflic-
tion: But if we examine our own hearts, or
obferve what paffes around us, we fhall fidd,
that men are much oftener thrown on ‘their
knees by the melancholy than by the agreeable.
paffions. Profperity is eafily received as our.
due, and few queftions are afked concerning
its caufe or author. It engenders cheerful--
nefs and a@ivity and alacrity and a lively en-
joyment of every focial and fenfual pleafure:
And d:;ring this ftate of mind, men have little
Jeifure or inclination to think of the unknown,.
invifible regions. On the other hand, every'
difaftrous accident alarms us, anrd fets us on
enquiries concerning the principles whence.it.
arofe » Apprehenfions {pring up with regard to
futurity : And the mind, funk into diffidence,
terror, and melancholy, has recourfe to every

Ovx ssw 8 wisor, ot wilia,
. Ovt ar xadeg wemororla wn wealer xaxw;.
- Qugyos Yaul'or Sy warn T xar ®geow,
Tagaypor smibulis, ws ayrogia
TiCwmsr atlss. . Hzcusa.
There is nothing fecure in the world; mo glory, mo profperity;
The gods tofs all life into confufion ; mix every thing with its
reverfe ; that all of us, from our ignorance and uncertainty, may
puy shem the mere worjbip and reverence,
C method
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-method of appeafing thofe fecret, intelligent
jpowers, .on whom our fortune is fuppofed en-

tirely to depend.

No topic is more ufual with .all popular di-
wines than to difplay the advantages of affli@ion,
in bringing men to a due fenfe of religion; by
fubduing their confidence and fenfuality, which,
in times of profperity, make them forgetful of
a divine providence. Nor is this topic confined
merely to modern religions. The ancients
have alfo employed it,  Fortune bas never libe-
rally, without envy, fays a Greek hiftorian »,
Jbeflowed an unmixt happinefs .on mankind ; but
with all ber gifis has ever conjoined fome difaftyous
circumflance, in order to chaftize men into a yeve-
rence for the gods, whom, in a continued courfe of
profpersty, they are apt to negleét and forget.

WHA T age or period of life is the moft addited
to fuperftition ? The weakeft and moft timid.
What fex? The fame anfwer muft be given.
“The leaders and examples of every kind of Superfii-
tion, fays Strabo®, are the women. Thefe ex-
«ite the men to devotion and fupplications, and the
obfervance of religious days. It is rave to meet

 Dicd. Sic, Lib, iii. b Lib, vij,

. T wik
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with one, that lives apart from the females, and
yet is addicled to fuch praftifes.” And nothing
cany for this veafon, be more improbable, than the
account given of an order of men among /i the Getes,
who practifed celibacy, and were notwithflanding
the moft religious fanatics. A method of reafoning, ,
which would lead usto entertain a very bad idea
of the devotion of monks ; did we not know by
an experience, not fo common, perhaps, in
Strabo’s days, that one may praice celibacy,
and profefs chaftity; and yet maintain the clofeft
connexions and moft entire fympathy with that
simorous and pious fex, -

AV. THE
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IV.

s THE ,o;ﬂy point of theology, in which we
fhall find 2 confent of mankind almoft uni-
erfal, is, that there is invifible, intelligent
power in the world : But whether this power be
fupreme or fubordinate,. whether confined to
one being or diftributed amongft feveral, what
attributes, qualities, connexions- or principles
of ation ought to be afcribed to thofe beings;
concerning-all thefe points, there is the wideft.
difference in the populat fyftems of theology.
Our anceftors in Eurape, before therevival of let-
ters, believed, as we do at prefent, that there
was one fupreme God, the author of nature,
whofe power, tho’, in itfelf, uncontrolable,
yet was often exerted by the interpofition of his
angels and fubordinate minifters, who executed
his facred purpcfes. But they alfo believed,
that all nature was full of other invifible powers ;
fairies, goblins, elves, fprights; beings, ftronger
and mightier than men, but much inferior to
the celeftial natures, who furround the throne of
God. Now fuppofe, that any one, in thofe
ages, had denied the exiftence of God and of
his angels’; would not his impiety juftly have

deferved
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deferved the appellation of atheifm, even tho’
he had ftill allowed, by fome odd capricious
reafoning, that the popular flories of elves and
fairies were juft and well-grounded ? The dif-
ference, on the one hand, betwixt fuch a pcrfbn
and a genuine theift is infinitely gréater, than.
that, on the other, betwixt him and one, that
abfolutely excludes “all invifible, intelligent,
power. Anditis a fallacy, merely from the
cafual refemblance of names, without any con-
formity of meaning, to rank fuch oppofite opini-
ons 'under the fame denomination.

"To any one, who confiders juftly of the
matter, it will appear, that the gods of all
polytheifts or idolaters are no better than the
elves or fairies of our anceftors, and merit as
little any pious worthip or veneration, “Thefe
pretended religionidls are really a kind of fuper-
flitious atheifts, and acknowledge no being, that_
correfponds to our idea of a deity. No fift
principle of mind or thought: No fupreme go-
vernment and adminiftration : No divine con-
trivance or intention in the fabric of the world.

C THx
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_ THE Chinefe, when * their prayers are not
anfwered, beat their idols. ‘The deities of the
Laplanders are any large ftone which they meet
with of an extraordinary fhape b, The Egyp-
“tian mythologifts, in order to account for ani-
mal worthip, faid, that the gods, purfued by
the violence of earth-born men, who were their
enemies, had formerly been obliged to difguife
themfelves under the femblance of beafts . The
Caunii, a nation in the lefler A4fia, refolving to
admit no ftrange gods amongft them, regularly,
at certain feafons, aflembled themfelves com-
pleatly armed, beat the air with their lances,
and proceeded in that manner to their frontiers ;
in order, as they faid, to expel the foreign
deities d.  Not even the immortal gods, faid fome
German nations to Czfar, are a match for the
Suevi ¢,

Many ills, fays Dione in Homer to Venus
wounded by Diomede, many ills, my daughter,
have the gods inflited on men: And many ills,
in return, have men inflilted on the gods f. We

a Pere le Comte, b Regnard, Voiage de Lapponie.
¢ Died. Sic. lib. i. Lucian. de Sacrificiis, Owvid. alludes to
the fame tradition, Metam, lib. v. L. 321. "So alfo Manilius,
1ib. iv. d Herodot, Lib. 1. ¢ Cxf, Comment,
de bell. Gallico, Lib, iv, f Lib, ix. 382,
: . need
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need but open any claflic author to meet with
thefe grofs reprefentations of the deities; and
. Longinus @ with reafon obferves, that fuch ideas
of the divine nature, if literally taken, contam
a true atheifm.

SoME writers b have been furprifed, that the
the impieties of Ariflephanes thould have been
tolerated, nay publickly a&ed and applauded,
by the Athenians 3 a people fo fuperftitious and fo
jealous of the public religion, that, at that very
time, they put Socrates to death for his ima-
gined incredulity.- But thefe writers confider
not, that the ludicrous, familiar images, under
which the gods are reprefented by that comic
poet, inftead of appearing impious, wete the
genuine lights, in which the ancients conceived
their divinities. What condu& can be, more
criminal or mean, than that of Fupiter in the
Amphitryon? . Yet that play, which reprefented
_ his gallant exploits, was fuppofed fo agreeable to
him, that it was always a&ted in Rome by pu-
blic authority, when the State was threatened
with peftilence, famine, or any general cala-

mity . The Romans fuppofed, that, like all old .

a Cap. ix. b Pere Brumoy, Theatre des Grees; 8-
Fonxendlc, Hiftoire des Oracles, ¢ Arnob, lib. vii.

C 2 letchers,
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Jetchers, he would be bighly pleafed with the re-
Hearfal of his former feats of a&ivity and vigour,
and that no topic was fo proper, upon which to
flatter his pride and vanity. .

Tue Lacedemonians, fays Xenophon *, always,
daring war, put up their petitions very early-in
the morning, in order to be beforehand with
their enemies, and by being the firft felicitors,
pre-engage the gods im their favour. We
may gather from Seneca b, that it was ufual for
the votaries in the templee, to make intereft

" with the beadles or féxtons, in order to have a
feat near the image of the deity, that they might
be the beft heard in their prayers and applica~
tions to him. The Tyrians, when befieged by
Alexander, threw chains on the ftatue of Her-
cules; to prevent that deity from deferting to the:
enemy ©.  Axgufius, having twice loft his flect
by ftorms, forbad Neptane to be carried in pro~
ceffion along with the other gods ; and fancied,
that he had fufficiently revenged himfelf by that
expedient®. After Germanicus’s death, the people
were fo enraged at their gods; that they ftoned

& De Laced, Rep,  ~ b Epift. ui. « Quint,
Cortius, 1ib. iv. cap.~3. Diod. Sic. kb, xvii, & Sueten,
in vita Aug, cap. 16:

: them
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them in’ their temples ; and openly renounced all
allegiance to them 2. .

To afcribe the origin and fabric of the uni-
verfe to thefe imperfe@ beings never enters into
the imagination of any polytheift or idolater.
Hefiod, whofe writings, along with thofe of
Homer, contained the canonical fyflem of the
heathensb; Hefiod, Ifay, fuppofes gods and men
to have fprung equally from the unknown
powers of nature ¢©.  And thro’ the whole theo-
gony of that author, Pandera is the only in-
flance of creation or a voluntary produétion ;
and fhe too was formed by the gods merely from
defpight to Premstheus, who had furnithed men
with flolen fire from the celeftial regions 8. The
ancient mythologifts, indeed, feem throughout
to have rather embraced the idea of generation
than that of creation, or formation ; and to have
thence aceounted for the origin of this univerfe.

* Ovip, wholived in alearned age, and had been
infiructed by philofoptiers in the principles of &

3Md.invitaCal.cap. 5. b Herodot, lib. ii. Luciag,
Jupiter confutatus, de lufiu Saturn. &c. ® Q¢ ouoa
b0 yeyaaas 9 Dlos T ardpumos. Hef, Opera & Dies
L 108, d Theog. 1. 570. .
- C3 divine
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divine creation or formation of the world ; find-
.ing, that fuch an idea would not agree with the
popular mythology, which he delivers, leaves
it, in a manner, loofe and detached from his
fyftem.  Quifquis fuit ille Deorum *: Which-
-ever of the gods it was, fays he, that diffipated
the ‘chaos, and introduced order into the uni-
verfe. It could neither be Saturn, he knew,
nor Jupiter, nor Neptune, nor any of the re-
- ceived deities of paganifm. His theological fy-
ftem had taught him nothing upon that head,
and he leaves the matter equally undetermined.

Diodorus S:culu: b, begmmng his work thh
an enumeration of the moft reafonable opinions
-concerning the origin of the world, makes no
-mention of a deity or intelligent mind ; tho’ it
is evident from his hiftory, that that author. had
a.much greater pronenefs to fuperftition than to
irreligion. And in another paffagec, talking
of the Ichthyophages, a nation in India, he fays,
xhat there being fo great difficulty in accounting
for their defcent, we muft conclude them to be
aborigines, without any beginning of their gene-
‘ration, propaoatmg their race from all eternity 3

s Metamorph, lib, i, 1. 3:. Y Lib, i.
€ Ido lbldQ
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as fome of the phyfiologers, in treating of the
origin of nature, have juftly obferved. ¢¢ But
‘¢ in fuch fubje&s as thefe,”” adds the hiftorian,
“ which exceed all human capacity, it may well
¢ happen, that thofe, who difcourfe the moft,
¢ know the leaft ; reaching a fpecious appear-
“ ance of truth in their reafonings, while ex-~
¢¢ tremely wide of the real truth and matter of
* fact, »

A ftrange fentiment in our eyes, ta be em-
braced by a profeft and zealous religionift *!
But it was merely by accident, that the queftion
concerning the origin of the world did ever in
antient times enter into religious fyftems, or
was treated of by theologers. The philofo- .
phers alone made profeffion of delivering fyftems
of this naturé ; and it was pretty late too befare
thefe bethaught themfelves of havmg recourfe to
a mind or fupseme intelligence, as the firft
caufe of all.  So far was it from being efteemed

2 The fame author, who can thus acceunt for the origin of
the world without a Deity, efteems it impious to explain from
phyfical caufes, the common accidents of life, earthquakes,
inundations, and tempefts ; and devoutly afcribes thefe to the
anger of Fupiter or Neptune. A plain proof, whence he de-
rived his ideas of religion. See Iib. xv. pag. 364. Ex edit,
Rhodomanni. )

Cs prophane
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prophane in thofe days to account fer the origir
of things without a deity, that Thales, Anaxi-
menesy Heraclitus, and others, who embraced that
fyftem of cofmogony, paft unqueftioned ; while
Anaxagoras, the firft undoubted theift among

the philofophers, was perhaps the firft that ever
was accufed of atheifm 2,

"'WE are told by Sextus Empiricus b, that Epi-
curus, when a boy, reading with his preceptor
thefe verfes of Hefiod : .

Eldeft of beings, ckaos firft arofe;

Next earth, wide-ftretcht, the feat of all.
the young fcholar firft betrayed his inquifitive
genius, by éfking, And choas whence ¢ But was

* 1t will be eafy to givea reafon, why Thales, Anaximander,
and thole early philefophers, who really wefe atheifts, might
bo very orthodex in the pagan-ereed ; and why . Merqgerss and
Socrates, tho® real theifts, muf naturally, in antiest times,
be cfteemed impious. The blind, unguided powers of nature,
if they could produce men, might alfo produce fuch beings as
Fupiter and Nepture, who being the moft powerful, intelligent
exiffences in the world, would be proper objeéts of woﬂhip.
But where a fupmme intelligence, the firft caufe of all, is ad-

“mitted, thefe capricious beings, if ‘they exift at all, muft ap-
pear very fubordinate and dependent, and confequently be ex-
cluded from the rank of deities. Plato (de Leg. lib. x.) aﬁigns
this reafon of the imputation thrown on Anaxagoras, viz. his
denying the divinity of the flars, planets, and other created
objeQs, ® Adverfus Mathem, Lib, ix.

: ! told
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told by his preceptor, that he muft have recourfe
to the philofophers for a folution of fuch que-
ftions. And from this hint, Epicurus left phi-
lology and all other ftudies, in order to betake
himfelf to that fcience, whence alone he ex-
pefted fatisfaltion with regard to thefe fublime
fubjedts. '

THE common people were never likely to
pufh their refearches fo far, or derive from rea-
foning their fyftems of religion; when philolo-
gers and mythologifts, we fee, fcarce ever dif-
covered fo much penetration. And even the
philofophers, who difcourfed of fuch topics,
readily affented to the groffeft theory, and ad-
mitted the joint origin of gods  and men from
night and chaos ; from fire, water, 'air, or what-
ever they eftablifhed to be the ruling element.

Nor was it-only on their firft origin, that the
gods were fuppofed dependent on the powers
of nature. Thro’ the whole period of theit
exiftence, they were fubje&ted to the dominion
of fate or deftiny. Think of the force of necef-

Sfity, fays Agrippa to the Roman people, that
Jforces to which even the gods muft fubmit 3. And
* Dionyf, Halic. lib.vi, :
‘ Cs v the
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the younger Pliny 3, fuitable to this way of rea-
foning, tells us, that, amidft the darknefs, hor-
ror, and confufion, which enfued upon the fisft
eruption of Vefuvius, feveral concluded, that all
nature was going to wrack, and that gods and
men were perithing in one common ruin,

IT is great complanf.mce, indeed, if we dig-
nify with the name of religion fuch an imperfe&
fyftem of theology, and put it on a level with

- latter fyftems, which are founded on principles

more juft and more fublime. For my part,
I can fcarce allow the principles even of Marcus
HAurelius, Plutarch, and fome other Stoics and
Academics, tho’ infinitely more refined than the
pagan fuperttition, to be worthy of the honour-
able denomination of theifm. For if the my-
thology of the heathens refemble the antient
European fyftem of fpiritual beings, excluding
God and angels, and leaving only-fairies and
fprights ; the creed of thefe philofophers may

-juftly be faid to exclude a deity, ard to ]eavc
only angels and fairies.

* Epist. Lb. vi,

V. Bug
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V.

BUT it is chiefly our prefent bufinefs to
confider the grofs polytheifm and idolatry of
the vulgar, and to trace all its various appear-
ances, in the principles of human nature,
whence they are derived.

"WHOEVER learns, by argument, the exift-
ence of invifible, ‘intelligent power, muft reafon -
from the admfrabl,e contrivance of natural ob~
je&ts, and muft fuppofe the world to-be the
workmanthip of that divine being, the original
caufe of all things. But the vulgar polytheift,
fo far from admitting that idea, deifies every
part of the univerfe, and conccives all the con-

. fpicuous productions of nature to be themfelves
fo many real divinities. The fun, moon, and
ftars are all gods, according to his fyftem :
Fountains are inhabited by nymphs, and trees
by hamadryads : Even monkies, dogs, cats, and
other animals often become facred .in his eyes,
and ftrike him with a religious veneration. And
thus, h_pwever ftrang men’s propenﬁty to be-
lieve invifible, intelligent power in nature,
thelr propenfity is equally ftrong to reft their

Ceé. attention.
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attention on fenfible, vifible obje&ts ; and in
order to reconcile thefe oppofite inclinations,
they are led to unite-the invifible power with
fome vifible obje&.

* 'THEe diftribution alfo of diftin& provinces to
the feveral deities is apt to caufe fome allegory,
both phyfical and moral, to enter into the
vulgar fyftems of polytheifm. The god of war
will natyrally be reprefented as furious, cruel,
and impetuous : The god of poetry as elegant,
polite, and amiable: The god of merchandife,
efpecially in early times, as thievith and deceit-
ful. ‘The allegories, fuppofed in Homer and
other mythologifts, I allow, have been often fo
ftrained, that men of fenfe are apt entirely to
reje@ them, and to confider them as the pro-
du&t merely of the fancy and conceit of critics
and commentators. But that allegory really
has place in the heathen mythology is unde-
niable ¢ven on the leaft refle@ion. Cupid
the fon of Vemus; the Mufes the daughters
of memory ; Prometheus the wife brother, and
Epimetheus the foolith ; Hygmn or the goddefs
of health defcended from £, _/‘culapm: or the god
of pbyﬁc Who fees not, in thele, and in

many other inftances, the plain traces of alle-
4

. gory?
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gory ! When a god is fuppofed to prefide over
any paflion, event, or fyftem of alions; it is
almoft unavoidable to give him a geneslogy,
attributes, and adventures, fuitable to his fup-~
pofed powers and influence; and to carry on
that fimilitude and comparifon, which is patu~
rally fo agreeable to the mind of mao.

ALLEGORIESs, indeed, entirely perfed, we
ought not to expect as the produ@s of ignorance
and fuperftition ; there being ne work of genius,

that requires. a nicer hand, or has been more - .
rarely executed with fuccefs. That Fear and
Terror are the fons of Mars is juft; but why
by Venus »? That Harmany is the daughter of
Venss is regular; but why by Mars b2 Thae
Slecp is the brother of Deqth is fuitahle; but
why defcribe him as enamoured of one of the
Graces ¢? And fince the ancient mythologifts
fall into miftakes fo grofs and pbvious, we have
no reafon furely to expec fuch refined and Jong-
- fpun allegories, as fome haye endeavoured to
deduce from their fitions 4. '

3 Hefiod. ‘Fheog. L. ¢35, ¥ 14. ibid. & Plut, in
vita Pelop. ’ ¢ Iliad. xlv. 267.

# Lucretius was plainly feduced by the fiyong appearance of
allegory, which s oblarvable ia the pagan fitions. He firgt
addrefles himfelf to Penus as to that'generating power, which

THER
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* THE deities of the vulgar are fo little fupe-
rior te human creatures, that where men ate
affefted with ftrong fentiments of veneration or
gratitude for any hero or public benefa&tor ; no-
thing can be more natural than to convert him
into a god, and fill the heavens, after this man-
. ner, with continual recruits from amongft man-

kind. Moft of the divinities of the antient

world are fuppofed to have once been men, and
to have been beholden for their apothesfis to the
admiration and affeQion of the people. And the
real hiftory of their adventures, corrupted By
tradition, and elevated by the marvellous, be-
came a plentiful fource of fable; efpecially in
pafling thro’ the hands of poets, allegorifts, and

priefts, who fucceflively improved upon the

wonder and aftonithment of the ignorant maul-
titude. ’

P{um‘s Rs too and fculptors came in for their
fhare of profit in the facred myfteries; and fur-
nifhing men with fenfible reprefentations of their

animates, renews, and beautifies the univerfe: But is foon be-
trayed by the mythology into incoherencies, while he prays to
that allegorical perfonage to appeafe the furies of her lover,
Mars: An idea notdrawn from allegory, but from the popular
religion, and which Lucretius, as an Epicurean, could not-con-
fiftently admit of, :

divinities,
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divinities, whom they cloathed in human fi-
gures, gave great encreafe to the public devo-
tion, and determined its objet. It was pro-
bably for want of thefe arts in rude and barba-
rous ages, that men deified plants, animals, and
even brute, unorganized matter; and rather
than be without a fenfible obje& of wortfhip,
affixed divinity to fuch ungainly forms. Could
any ftatuary of Syria, in early times, have
formed a juft figure of Apsllo, the conic ftone,
Hiliogabalus, had never become the obje& of
fuch profound adoration, and been received as a
reprefentation of the folar deity 2,

STtiLro was banifhed by the council of Ares~
pagus for affirming that the Minerva in the ci-
tadel was no divinity ; but the workmanfhip of
Phidias, the fculptor b, What degree of reafon
may we expeé in the religious belief of the
vulgar in other nations; when Athenians and
Areapagites could entertain fuch grofs concep-

a Herodian. lib. v. Supiter, Ammon is reprefented by Cure
sius as a deity of the fame kind, lib. iv. cap. 7. The Arabians
and Peffinuntians adored alfo fhapelefs, unformed ftones as their
deity. Arnob. lib, vi, Somuch did their folly exceed that of
the Egyptianse ¥ Diog, Laest, Lib, ii.

- ) THESE

0y - . . l_
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THese then are the general principles of
polytheifm, founded in human nature, and little
“or nothing dependent on caprice and accident.
As the caufes, which beftow on us happinefs or
mifery, are, in general, very uoknown and
uncertain, our anxious concern endeavours to
attain a determinate idea of them ; and finds no
better expedient than to reprefent ‘them as in-
telligent, voluntary agents, like ourfelves ; only
fomewhat fuperior in power and wifdlom. The
limited influence of thefe agents, and their great
proximity to human weaknefs, introduce the va-
rious diftribution and divifion of their authority ;
and thereby give rife to allegory. The fame
principles ‘naturally deify mortals, fuperior in
power, courage, or underftanding; and pro-
duce hero-worfhip; along with fabulous hi-
~ftory and mythological tradition, in all its
wild and unaccountable forms. And as an in-
vifible fpiritual intelligence is an object too re-
fihed for vulgar apprehenfion, men naturally
affix it to fome fenfible reprefentation; fuch as
cither the more confpicuous parts of nature, or
the ftatues, images, and piGures, which a more
refined age forms of its divinities, ’

ArMosT
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ArmosT all idolaters, of whatever age or
country, concur in thefe general principles and -
conceptions ; and even the particular charaQers.
and provinces, which they aflign to their deities
are not extremely different *. The Greek and
, Roman travellers and conquerors, without much
difficulty, found their own deities every where; -
and faid, this is Mercury, that Venus; this Mars,,
that Neptune; by whatever titles the ftrange
gods may be denominated. The goddefs Hertba
of our Saxon anceftors feems to be no other, ac~
" cording to Tacitus®, than the Mater Tellus of the
Romans ; and his conjeCture was evidently juft.

s See Cxfar of the religion of the Gauls, D¢ bello Gallicoy,
B, W, » D¢ moribos Gesm,

VL. THE -
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THE do&rine of one fupreme deity, the
author of nature, is very antient, has fpread it-
{elf over great and populous nations, and among
them has been embraced by all ranks and con-
- dition of perfons: But whoever thinks that it

has owed its fuccefls to the prevalent force of

thofe invincible reafons, on which it is undoubt-
edly founded, would fhow himfelf little ac-

quainted with the ignorance and ftupidity of the

people, and their incurable prejudices in favour

of their particular fuperftitions. Even at this

" day, and in Europe, afk anyof the vulgar, why
he believes in an omnipotent creator of the

world; he will never mention the beauty of

final caufes, of which he is wholly ignorant :

He will not hold out his hand, and bid you con-

template the fupplenefs and variety of joints in

his fingers, their bending all one way, the coun-

terpoife which they reccive from the thumb,

the foftnefs and flefhy parts of the infide of his

hand, with all the other circumftances, which

render that member fit for the ufe, to which it

- -was.deftined. To thefe he has been long accu-
ftomed; and he beholds them with-liftleflnefs

and




NATURAL HISTORY OF RELIGION. 43

and unconcern. He will tell you of the fudden
and unexpeéted death of fuch a one: The fal
and bruife of fuch another: The exceflive
drought of this feafon: The cold and rains of
another. ‘Thefe he afcribes to the immediate
operation of providence: And fuch events, as,
with good reafoners, are the chief difficulties in
admitting a fupreme intelligence, are with him .
the fole arguments for it.

MANY theifts, even the moft zealous and
refined, have denied a particular providence,
and have afferted, that the Sovereign mind or
firft principle of all things, having fixt general
laws, by which nature is governed, gives free
and uninterrupted courfe to thefe laws, and di-
flurbs not, at every turn, the fettled order of
events, by particular volitions. . From the beau-
tiful .connexion, fay they, and rigid obfervance
of eftablithed rules, we draw the chief argument
for theifm; and. from the fame principles are
enabled to anfwer the principal obje&ions againft
it.  But fo little is this underftood by the genc-
rality of mankind, that, wherever they obferve
any one to afcribp all events to natural caufes,
and to remove the particular interpofal of a deity,
they are apt to fufpe& him of the grofleft infi-

’ delity,
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delity, 4 little philofaphy, fays my Lord Bacorm,
unakes men atheifis : A great deal reconciles them

- %0 religion.  For men, being taught, by fuper—

flitious prejudices, to lay the ftrefs on a wrong
place; when that fails them, and they difcover,-
by a little refletion, that the courfe of nature
38 regular and uniform, their whole faith totters,
and falls to ruin. But being taught, by more
reflection, that this very regularity and unifor-
mity is the ftrongeft proof of defign and of a
fupreme ‘intelligence, they return to that belief,
which they had deferted ; and they are now able
to eftablith it on a firmesr and more durable
foundation,

CoNvuisioNs in nature, diforders, prodi-
gies, miracles, tho’ the moft oppofite to the
plan of a wife fuperintendent, imprefs mankind
with the ftrongeft fentiments of religion; the
caufes of events feeming then the moft unknown
and unaccountable. Madnefs, fury, rage, and
an inflamed imagination, ‘tho’ they fink men

" neareft the level of beafts, are, for a like reafon,

often fuppofed to be the only difpofitions, in
which we can have any immediate communica-
tion with the deity.

', We

.
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W E may conclude, therefore, upon the whole,
that fince the vulgar, in nations, which have
embraced the dorine of theifm, fill build it
upon irrational and fuperflitious opinions, they
are never led into that opinion by any procefs
of atgument, but by a certain train of thinking,
more fuitable' ta their genius and capacity,

It may readily happen, .in an idolatrous na-
tion, that, tho’ meh admit the exiftence of fe-
veral limited deities, yet may there be fome
one god, whom, in a particular manner, they
make the obje& of their worfhip and-adoration.
They may either fuppofe, that, in the diftribu-
tion of power and territory among the gods,
their nation was fubjeGcd to the jurifdiQion of
that particular deity; or reducing heavenly ob-
je€ts to the model of things below, they may
reprefént one god as the prince or fupreme: ma-
giftrate of the reft, who, tho® of the fame nature,
rules them with an authority, like that which
an earthly fovereign exercifes over his fubjects
and vaffals. - Whether this god, therefore, be
confidered as their peculiar patron, or as the
general fovereign of heaven, his votaries will
endeaveur, by every ad, to infinuate themfelves
into his faveur ; and fuppoﬁng him to be pleafed;

A like



4 DISSERTATION L
like themfelves, with praife and flattery, there
is no eulogy or exaggeration, which will be
fpared in their addrefles to him. In proportion
as men’s fears or diftrefles become more urgent,
they ftill invent new ftrains of adulation; and
even he who out-does his predeceflors, in fwel~
ling up the titles of his divinity, is fure to be
out-done by his fucceflors, in newer and more
pompous epithets of praife. Thus they pro-
ceed; till at laft they arrive at infinity itfelf;
beyond which there is no farther progrefs: And
it is well, if, in ftriving to get farther, and to
reprefent a magnificent fimplicity, they run
not into inexplicable myftery, and deftroy the
intelligent nature of their deity; on which
alone any rational worfhip or adoration cian
be founded. ‘While they confine themfelves
to the notion of a perfe& being, the crea-
tor of the world; they coincide, by chance,
with the principles of reafon and true philofo-
phy ; tho’ they are guided to that notion, not
by reafon, of which they are in a great meafure
“incapable, but by the adulation and fears of the
moft vulgar fuperftition.

WE often find amongft’ barbarous nations,
and even fomeumcs amonwﬁ civilized, that,
when
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when every ftrain of flattery has been exhaufted
towards arbitrary princes; when every human
quality has been applauded to the utmoft ; their
fervile courtiers reprefent them, at laft, as real
divinities, and point them out to the people as
obje&@s of adoration. How much more natu-
ral, therefore, is it, that a limited deity, who
at firft is fuppofed only the immediate author of
the particular goods and ills in life, fhould in
the end be reprefented as fovereign maker and
modifier of the univerfe ?

Even where this notion of a fupreme deity is
already eftablifhed; tho’ it ought naturally to
leflen every other worfhip, and abafe every ob-
ject of reverence, yet if a nation has entertained
the opinion of a fubordinate tutelar divinity,
faint, or angel ; their addrefles to that being
gradually rife upon them, and encroach on the
adoration due to their fupreme deity. The
virgin Mary, ere checkt by the reformation,
had proceeded, from being merely a good woe
man to ufurp many attributes of the Almighty *:

S The Yacobim, who denied the immacalate conception,

have ever been very unhappy in their do&rine, even tho® politi--

cal reafons have kept the Romifh church from ¢oademning it.
The Cordeliers Bave run away with all the popularity; Butin
Ci - God
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God and St. Nicbelas go hand ‘in. hand, in alt
" the prayers and petitions of the Ma/zvites.

Tuvus the deity, who, from love, converted

bimfelf intoabull, in orderto cqrry off Enropa ;

sad who, from ambition, detheoned his father,
Saturn, became the Optimus Moximus of the

heathens. Thus, notwithftanding the fublime
§dess fuggefied by Mofes and theinfpired writers,

smany vulgar Fews feem ftiflto have concerved the
fupreme Being as a mere topical deity or nmoml |

protector,

Rataer than relinquith this propeofity to
adulation, religionifts, in all ages, haveinvolved

themfclves in the greateft abfutdnw and con-

tradi€lions,

" Homeg, in one paffage, calls Ocvanss and

Tothys the original parents of all things, con-

ﬁeﬁhaendlcutcry, 43 we leamn from Bewleinwillion, an

Teatiqn Qordelicr psinssined, that, dw-mg the three dayq. ‘wheh
Ghriff was interged, the hypoftatic upion was diffolved, and ‘that

his human nature was not a proper- oﬁ,.&uf adotation, during
‘thitperiods Without the art of &mwﬁm@l’
hat fo grafs and impiowra blafphesy woald not faibaybe Jmar

thematinad by the people. 18 was the oecafion of great mfulta
on the part of the Fecebin; wha new got fame recempence for

their misfartynes in ;hcmq;bm:hcmmhumum g

e Bl e, og 49 formable
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formable to the eftablithed mythology and tra-
dition of the Greeds ; Yet, in other paffages, he
could not forbear complimenting Fapiter, the
seigning deity, with that magnificent appella-
tion ; and accordingly. denominates him the fae
ther of gods and men. He forgets, that cvery
temple, every ftreet was full of the anceftors,
uncles, biothers, and fifters of this Fupiter ;
. who was in reality nothing but an upftart parri-
cide and ufurper. A like contradi€ion is ob-
fervable in Hefied; and is fo much the lefs ex-
cufable, that his profefled intention was to deliver.

a true genealogy of the gods..

WERE there a religion (and we may fufpe&®
Mahometanifm of thisinconfifteace) which fome-
times painted the deity in the moft fublime co~
lours, asthe creator of heaven and earth ; fome-
times degraded him nearlf to a level with hu-
‘man creatures in his powers and faculties ; while
*"at the fame time it afcribed to him fuitable in-
firmities, paffions, and partialities of the moral
kind: That xeligion, after it was extin&, would
alfo be cited as an inftance of thofe contradic-
tions, which arife from the grofs, vulgar, natu-
ral conceptions of mankind, oppofed to their
continual propenfity towards  flattery and ex-

o D aggeration,
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aggeration. Nothing indeed would prove more
firongly the divine origin of any religion, than
to find (and happily this is the cafe with Chri-
ftianity) that it is free from a contradiltion, fo
mcndenttohummme.

VILIT
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IT appears certain, that, tho’ the original
notions of the vulgar reprefent the Divinity as a
very limited being, and confider him only as the
particular caufe of health or ficknefs ; plenty or
want; profperity or adverfity; yet wheh more
magnificent ideas are urged upon them, they
efteemn it dangerous to refufe their affent. Will
you fay, that your deity is finite and bounded
in his perfeQtions; may be overcome by a
greater forces is fubje® to human pafions,
pains, and infirmities 5 has a beginning, and
may have an end? This they dare not affirm ;
but thinking it fafeft to comply with the higher
encomiums, they endeavour, by an affected .
ravithment and devotion, to ingratiate them-
felves with him, As a confirmation of this, we
may obferve, that the affent of the vulgar is, in
this cafe, merely verbal, and that they are in-
capable of conceiving thofe fublime qualities,
which they feemingly attribute to the deity.
Their real idea of him, notwithftanding their
pompous language, is ftill as poor and frivolous
as ever. - :

-

D2 ‘ THAT
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THAT original intelligence, fay the Magi-
ans, who is the firft principle of all things, dif-
covershimfelf immediately to the mind and under-
ftanding alone; but has placed the fun as his
image in the vifible univerfe; and when that
bright luminary diffufes its beams over the earth
and the firmament, it is a faint copy of the glo-
rys .which refides in the higher heavens. If

" you would efcape the difpleafure of this divine
being, you muft be careful never to fet your
bare foot upon the ground, nor fpit into a fire,
Jnor throw any water upon it, even tho’ it were
confuming a whole city », Who can exprefs
the perfetions of the Almighty, fay the Mako-
metans? Even the nobleft of his works, .if
-compared to him, are but duft and rubbith.
How much more muft human conception fall
fhort of his.infinite perfeions? His fmile and
_favour renders men for ever happy; and to ob-
tain it for your children, the beft method is to
cut off from them, while infants, a little bit of
fkin, about half the breadth of a farthing. Take
two bits of cloathb, fay the Roman catholics,
about an inch or an inch and a half fquare, join
them by the corners with two ftrings or pieces

s Hyde de Relig. veterum Perfarum, » Called the
sFapuhim )
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of tape about fixteen inches long, throw this over
your head, and make one of the bits of cloath
lic upon your breaft, and the other upon your
back, keeping them next your {kin. ‘There is
not a better fecret for recommending yourfelf to
that infinite Being, who exifls from eternity to
eternity.

THE Getes, commonly called immortal, from
their fteddy belief of the foul’s immortality,
were genuine theifts and unitarians. They Jf-
firmed Zamalxis, their deity, to be the only rue
god; and afferted the 'worlhip of all other na-
tions tobe addrefledto-mere iionsand chimeras.
But were their religious principles any more re-
fined, on account of thefe magnificent preten-
fions ? Every fifth year they facrified a human
vitim, whom they fent as a meflenger to-their
deity, in order to inform him of their wants and
neceffities. And when it thundered, they were
fo provoked, that, in order to return the defi-
ance, they let fly arrows at him, and declined
not the combat as unequal. Such at leaft is
the account, which Herodotus gives of the theifm
of the immortal Getes 2,

a Lib. iv.

D3 VILAT



¢4 DISSERTATION 1L
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IT is remarkable, that the principles of re-
ligion have a kind of flux and reflux in the
human mind, and that men have 2 natural ten~
dency to rife frem idolatry to theifm, and to
fink again from theifm into idolatry, The vul-
’f, that is, indeed, all mankind, a few ex-
cepted, being ignorant and uninftrued, never
elevate their contemplation to the heavens, or
penetrate by their difquifitions into the fecret
firulyre of vegetable or animal bodies; fo as
to difcover a fupreme mind or original provi-
dence, which. beftowed order on every part of
pature. They confider thefe admirable works
in a more confined and felfith view; and find-
ing their own happinefs and mifery to depend
on the fecret influence and unforefeen concur-
rence of external obje&@s, they regard, with per-

tual attention, the unknown caufes, which go-
vern all thefe natural.events, and diftribute plea-
fure and pain, good and ill, by their powerful,
but filent, operation. The unknown caufes
are flill appealed to, at every émergence; and
in this general appearance or confufed image,
are the perpetual objelts of human hopes and

fears,
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fears, withes and apprebenfions. By degrees,
the aftive imagination of men, uneafy in this
abftra& conception of objeéls, about which it is
inceflantly employed, begins to render them
more particular, and to cloathe them in fhapes
more fuitable to its natural comprehenfion. It
reprefents them to be fenfible, intelligent beings, .
like mankind ; a&uated by love and hatred, and
flexible by gifts and entreaties, by prayers and
facrifices, Hence the origin of religion: Afd
hence the origin of idolatry or polytheifm.

Bur the fame anxious concern for happinefs,
which engenders the idea of thefe invifible,
intelligent powers, allows not mankind to re-
main long in the firft fimple conception of them 3
as powerful, but limited beings; mafters of
human fate, but flaves to deftiny and the courfe
of nature. Men’s exaggerated praifes and com-
pliments flill fwell their idea upon them; and
elevating their deities to the utmoft bounds of
perfeQtion, at laft beget the attributes of unity
and infinity, fimplicity and fpirituality. Such
refined ideas, being fomewhat difproportioned -
to vulgar comprehenfion, remain not long in
their original purity; but require to be fup-
ported by.the notion of inferior mediators or

D4 fubordinate
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fubordinate agents, which interpofe betwixt
mankind and their fupreme deity. Thefe
demi-gods or middle beings, pajtaking more.
of human nature, and being more familiar ta
us, become the chief obje@s of devotion, and
gradually recal that idolatry, which had been
formerly banifthed by the ardent prayers and pa-
negyrics of timorous and indigent mortals. But
as thefe idolatrous religions fall every day into
groffer and more vulgar conceptions, they at
laft deftray themfelves, and, by the vile repre-
fentations, which they form of their deities,
make the tide turn again towards theifm. But
fo great is the propenfity, in this alternate revar
lution of human fentiments, to return back to
idolatry, that the utmoft precaution is not able
effetually to prevent it. And of this, fome
theifts, particularly the Fews and Mabometans,
have been fenfible ; as appears by their banifh-
ing all the arts of ftatuary and painting, and not
allowing the reprefentations, even of human
figures, to be taken by marble or colours; left
the common infirmity of mankind fhould thence
- produce idolatry. The feeble apprehenfions of
men cannot be fatisfied with conceiving their
deity as a pure fpirit and perfect intelligence ;
and yet their natural terrors keep them from
imputing,
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' imputing to him the leaft thadow of limitation

~ and imperfe&ion. They fluctuate betwixt thefe
- oppofite fentiments. ‘The fame infirmity ftill

drags them downwards, from an omnipotent
and fpiritual deity to a limited and corporeal
one, and from a corporeal and limited deity to
a ftatue or vifible reprefentation. The fame

* endeavour at elevation ftill pufhes them upwards, .

from the ftatue or material image to the invi-
fible power; and from the invifible power to
an infinitely perfe&t deity, the creator and fo-.
vereign of the universe, '

Ds - IX Po-
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IX.

PoryTHEIsM or idolatrous worfliip, being-
founded entirely in vulgar traditions, is liable
to this great inconvenience, that any praiice
er opinion, however barbarous or corrupted,
may be authorized by it; and full fcope is left
for knavery to impofe on credulity, till. morals-
and humanity. be expelled from- the religious-
fyftems of mankind. At the fame time, idola-
try is attended with this evident advantdge, that,.
by limiting the powers and funions of its dei-
ties, it naturally admits the gods of other fects:
and nations to a fhare of divinity, and renders-
all the various deities, as-well as rites, cere-
monies, or traditions, compatible with each
other®, Theifm is oppofite both in its advan-

& Perrius Flaccus, cited by Pliny, lib. xxviii, cap, 2. afs
" firmed, that it was ufual for the Romans, before they laid fiege |
to any town, to invocate the tutelar deity of the place, and by
promifing him equal or greater honours than thofe he: at prefent
enjoyed, bribe him to betray his old friends and votaries. The
nameof the tutelar deity-of Rome was for this.reafon kept a moft
religious myftery ; left the enemies of the republic fhould be-able,
in the fame manner, to draw him over to their fervice, For
without the name, they thought, nothing of, that kind could be
pradlifed.  Pliny fays, that the common lérm of invocation

[

tages.
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tages and difadvantages. As that fyftem fup-
pofes onefole deity, the perfeGion of reafon and

" goodnefs, it thould, if juftly profecuted, banifh
every thing frivolous, unrcafonable, or inhuman:
from religious worfhip, and fet before men the
moft illuflrious example, as well as the moft
commanding motives of juftice and benevolence,.
Thefe mighty advantages are not indeed over-
ballanced, (for that is not poffible) but fome--
what diminithed, by inconveniencies, which,.
arife from the vices and prejudices of mankind.
While one fole obje&t of devotion is acknow-
ledged, the worthip of other deities is regarded
as abfurd and impious. Nay, this unity of ob-
je&t feems naturally to require the unity of faith.
and ceremonies, and furnifhes defigning men
with 2 pretext for reprefenting their adverfuries.
as prophane, and the fubjeéts of divine as well
as human vengeance.. For as each fe& is pofi-
tive, that its own faith and worfhip are entirely
acceptable to the deity, and as no one can con-
ceive, that the fame being fthould be pleafed
with different and oppofite-rites and principles ;

" the feveral fe&ts fall naturally into animofity,

was preferved to his time in the ritual of the pontifs. And
Macrobius has tranfmitted a copy of it from the fecret things of.

Sammozicus-Serenuse
D6 and:
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and mutually difcharge on each other; that fa-

cred zeal and rancour, the moft furious and im-
placable of all. human paflions..

THE tolerating fpirit of idolaters both-in an-
tient and modern times, is very obvious to any
one, who.is the leaft converfant.in the writings
of hiftorians or travellers. When the oracle of
Delphi. was afked,. what rites or worfhip were
moft acceptable to the gods? Thofe legally
eftablifhed in each city, replied the oracle *.
Even priefts, in thofe ages, could,. it feems,
allow falvation to thofe of a different.communion.
‘The Romans commonly adopted the gods of the
conquered people ; and never difputed the attri-
butes of thofe topical and national deities, in
whofe territories they refided. The religious
wars and perfecutions of the Egyptian idolaters

are indeed an exception to this rule;: but are.

accounted for by antient authors from reafons
very fingular andremarkable. Different fpecies
of animals were the deities of the different fells
of the Egyptians 3 and the deities being in con-
tinual war, engaged their votaries in the fame
contention. The worfhipers of dogs could
qot long remain in peace with the adorers of
R Xenoph, Memor, Lib, iis_ -

: . - ¢ats
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-cats or wolves *. And where that reafon took.
not place, the Egyptian fuperftition was not fo
-incompatible as.is commonly imagined; fince
we learn from Herodotus ®, that very large con-
tributions were given by #mafis towards rebuild-
ing the temple of Delphi.

THE intolerance of almoft all religions,
which have maintained the unity of god, is as
remarkable as the contrary principle in poly-
theifts. 'The implacable, narrow fpirit of the
Jews is well known. Mabometanifn fet out
with ftill more bloody principles; and even tq
this day, deals out damnation,. tho’ not fire and
faggot, to all other fe&s. And if, amongft
Chriftians, the Englifh and Dautch have embraced
the principles of toleration, this fingularity has
proceeded. from the fteddy refolution of the civil
magiftrate, in oppofition-to the continued efforts
of priefts and:bigots.

THE difciples of. Zoroafler fhut the doors of
heaven againtt all but the Magians . Nothing:
could more obftrué the progrefs of the Perfian
conquefts, than. the furious zeal of that nation

® Plutarch. de I6id, & Ofitide. b Lib, ii, fob fine.
¢ Hyde de Relig. vet, Perfaruny, . T ’
s againft
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againft the temples and images of the Greeks.
And after .the overthrow of that empire; we

find Alexander, asa polytheift, immediately re-.

eftablithing ‘the worthip of the Babylonians,
which their former princes, as monotheifts, had
carefully abolifhed *. Even the blind and devoted
attachment of that conqueror to the Gree# fuper-
tlition hindered not but he himfelf facrificed ac-

cording to the Babylanifh rites and ceremonies ®.. '

So fociable is polytheifm, that the utmoft
fiercenefs and averfion, -which it meets with in
an - oppofite religion, is fcarce able to difguft:
ity and keep it at a diftance. Augufius praifed.
extremely the referve of his grandfon, Caius.
Czfar, when, pafling by Ferufalem, he deigned.
not to facrifice according to the Fewi/b law..
But for what reafon did duguffus fo much ap-
prove of this condut? Only, becaufe that re-
ligion was by the pagans eﬂ;ecmed ignoble and.
barbarous *.

I may venture to affirm, that few corruptions
of idolatry and polytheifm are more pernicious
to political fociety than this corruption of

3. Arrian, de Exped. lib. iii, Id, lib, vii, b Id. ibid,
€ Sueton. in vita. Aug. c, 93,

2 - theifm,,
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theifm *, when carried to the utmoft height,
‘The human facrifices of the Carthaginians, Me-
xicans, and many barbarous nations ®, fcarce ex-
ceed the inquifition and perfecutions of Reme
and Madrid.. For befides, that the effufion of
blood may not be fo great in the former cafe as.
in the latter ; befides this, Ifay, the human.
viGtims, being chofen by lot or by fome exte-
rior figns, affe& not, in fo confiderable a de-
gree,. the reft of the fociety. Whereas virtue,,
knowledge, love of liberty, are the qualities,.
which call down the fatal vengeance of inquifi--
tors ; and when expelled, leave the fociety im
the moft fhameful ignorance, corruption, and.
bondage. The illegal murder of one man by a
tyrant is more pernicious than the death of a
thoufand by peftilence, famine, or any undi..
ftinguithing - calamity..

8- Corruptio optimi peffima..

» Moft nations have fallen into this gmlt° the’ perhap'.
that impious fuperftition has never prevailed very much in-
any civilized nation, unlefs we- except the Cartbaginians, For.
. the Tyrians foon abolithed it. A facrifice is conceived as a
I 3 and any prefent is delivered to the deity by deftroying
it and rendering it ufelefs to men ; by burning what is folid,.
pouring out the liquid, and killing the animate, For,want of
@ better way of doing him fervice, we do ourfelves an injury ;.
and: fancy that we thereby exprefs, at leaft, the heartinefs of

our good will and adoratiog. Thus our mercenary devotion de--
ceives ourfelves,, and imagines.it deceives the deity,
In
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IN the temple of Diana at. Aricia near Rome,.
-whoever murdered the. prefent prieft, was le-
gally entitled- to be inftalled his fucceflor®. A,
very fingular® inftitution! For, however bar-
barous and bloody the common fuperftitions
often are to the laity, they ufually turn to the.
advantage of the holy order.

& Strabo, lib, v, Sucton, in.vita Cal,.

X. FRLOM
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X

FROM the comparifon. of theifm and. jdo-
latry, we may form fome other obfervations,
which will alfo confirm the vulgar obfervation,

that the corruption of the beft things gives rife
ta the wartk.

WHERE the deity is reprefented as infinitely
fuperior to mankind, this belief, tho’ altogether
juft, is apt, when joined with fuperflitious ter-
rors, to fink the human mind into the loweft
fubmiffion and abafement, and to reprefent the
monkifh virtues of mortification, pennance, hu-
mility and paffive fuffering, as the only quali-
ties, which are acceptable to him. But where
the gods are conceived to be only a little fupe-
rior to mankind, and to have been, many of
them, advanced from that inferior rank, we are
more at our eafe in our addrefles to them, and
may even, without profanenefs, afpire fome-
times to a rivalthip and emulation of them.
Hence aélivity, fpirit, courage, magnanimity,
love of liberty, and all the virtues, which ag~
grandize a people,

v

Tra.
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THE heroes in paganifm correfpond exaltly
to the faints in popery and holy dervifes in AZa-
bometanifm. 'The place of Hercules, Thefeus,
Heétor, Romulusy is now fupplied by Deominic,
Francis, Anthony, and Benedic?, And inftead
of the deftruction of monfters, the fubduing ty-
iznts, the defence of our native country; cele-
ftial honours are obtained by whippings and
faftings, by cowurdice and humility, by abje&
fubmiffion and flavith obedience.

ONE great incitement to the pious Alexander
i his warlike expeditions was his rivalfhip of
Hercules and Bacchus, whom he juftly pretended
to have excelled ». Brafidas, that gencrous
and noble Spartan, after falling in battle, had
beroic honouss paid bim by the inhabitants
of Amphipolis, whofe defence he had embraced *.
And in general, all founders of fates and colo-
nies amongft the Greeds were raifed to this in-

ferior rank of divinity, by thofe who lcaped the
benefit of their labours.

TH1is gave rife to the obfervation of Machia-
vel ©, that the dorines of the Chriffian reli-
® Arrian, paflim. $ Thucyd. lib, v. |
< Difcorfi, lib, vi.
r ’ gion :
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gion (meaning the catholic; for he knew no
other) which recommend only paflive courage
and fuffering, had fubdued the fpirit of man-
kind, and had fitted them for flavery and fub-
je&ion. And this obfervation would certainly
be juft, were there not many other circum-
ftances in human fociety, which controul the
genius and charaer of a religion.

BRASsID As feized a moufe, and being bit by
it, let it go. There is nathing fa contemptible,
fays he, but what may be fafe, if it bas but cou-
rage to defend itfelf ».  Bellarmine, patiently and
husably aliowed the fleas and other odious vermin.
to prey upon him. e fball have beaven, fays
ke, to reward us for our fufferings: But thefe
poor creatures bave pothing but the mjoyment of the
profent life . Such difference is there betwixe
the maxins of a Greek hero and a Gatholic faint.

S Plut., Apaophth, b Bayle, Asticle BrtLARMING..

XI. HERE
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XT.

HERE is another obfervation to the fame
purpofe, and a new proof that the corruptionm
of the beft things begets the worft. If we exa-
mine, without prejudice, the antient heathen
mythology, as -contained in the poets, we fhall
not difcover in it any fuch monftrous ‘abfurdity,
as we may be apt at firft to apprehend. Where
is the difficulty of conceiving, that the fame
" powers or principles, whatever they were, which
formed this vifible world, men and animals,
produced-alfo a fpecies of intelligent creatures,.
ef more refined fubftance and greater authority
than the reft 2 That thefe creatures may be ca-
. pricious, revengeful, paflionate, voluptuous, is
safily conceived ;. ner is any circumftance more
apt, amongft ourfelves, to engender fuch vices,
than the licence of abfolute- authority. Andin
fhort, the whole mythological fyftem is fo na-
tural, that, in the vaft variety of planets and
worlds, contained in this univerfe, it feems
more than probable, that, fomewhere or other,
it is really carried into.execution,

Tuz
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Tre chief objeétion to it with regard to this
planet, is, that it is not afcertained by any juft
reafon or authority. The antient tradition, in-
fifted on by the heathen priefts and theologers,”
is but a weak foundation ; and tranfmitted alfo
fuch a number of contradi&ory reports, fupport-
<d, all of them, byequal authority, that it be-
came abfolutely impoffible to fix a preference
amongft them. A few volumes, therefore,
muft contain all the polemical writings of pagan
priefts.  And their whole theology muft confift
more of traditional ftories and fuperftitious prac-
tices than of philofophical argument and con-
troverfy.

Bur where theifn forms the fundamental
principle of any popular religion, that tenet is
fo conformable to found reafon, that philofophy
is apt to incorporate itfelf with fuch a fyftem of
theology. And if the other dogmas of that
fyfteni be contained in a facred book, fuch as
the Alcoran, or be determined- by any vifible
authority, like that of the Roman pontif, fpe-
culative reafoners naturally carry on their affent,
and embrace a theory, which has been inftilled
into them by their earlieft education, and which
alfo poflefles fome degree of confiftence and

uniformity.
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uniformity. But as thefe appearances do often,
all of them, prove deceitful, philofophy will
foon find herfelf very unequally yoaked with
her new affociate ; and inftead of regulating
each principle, as they advance together, fhe
is at every turn perverted to ferve the purpofes
of fuperftition. For befides the unavoidable
incoherencies, which muft be reconciled and
adjufted ; one may fafely affirm, that all po-
pular theology, efpecially the fcholaftic, has a
kind of appetite for abfurdity and contradiion.
If that theology went not beyond reafon and
common fenfe, her dotrines would appear too
cafy and familiar. "Amazement muft of necef-
fity be raifed: Myflery affeéted : Darknefs and
obfcurity fought after : And a foundation of me-
rit afforded the devout votaries, who defire an
opportunity of fubduing their rebellious reafon,
by the belief of the moft unintelligible fophifms.

. EccresiasTic AL hiftory fufficiently confirms
thefe refle¢tions, Whena controverfy is ftarted,
fome people pretend always with certainty to
conjedure the iflie. Which ever opinion, fay
they, is moft contrary to plain fenfe is fure to
prevail; even where the general intereft of the
fyftem sequires not that decifion. Tho’ the

reproach
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reproach of herefy may, for fome time, be
bandied about amongft the difputants, it always
refts at.]aft on the fide of reafon. Any one, itis
pretended, that has but learning enough of this
kind to know the definition of Arian, Pelagian,
Eraftian, Socinian, Sabellian, Eutychian, Ne-
Sorian, Monothelite, 8c. not to mention Pro=
teflant, whofe fate is yet uncertain, will be con-
vinced of the truth of this obfervation. And
thus a fyftem becomes more abfard in the end,
merely from its being reafonable and philofo-
phical in the beginning.

To oppofe the torrent of fcholaftic religion .
by fuch feeble maxims as thefe, that it is im-
polfible for the fame thing to be and not to be, that
the whole is greater than a part, that two and
three make fve ; is pretending to ftop the ocean
with a bull-ruth, Will you fet up profane
reafon againft facred myftery? No punifhment
is great enough for your impiety. And the fame
fires, which were kindled for heretics, will ferve
alfo for the deftruion of philofophers.
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XIL

W E meet every day with people fo fceptical
‘with regard to hiftory, that they affert it impoffi-
ble for any nation ever to believe fuch abfurd
principles as thofe of Greek and Egyptian pa-
ganifm; and at the fame time fo dogmatical
with regard to religion, that they think the
fame abfurdities are to be found in no other
communions. Cambyfes entertained like preju-
dices ; and very impionfly ridiculed, and even
wounded, Apis, the great god of the Egyptians,
who appeared to his profane fenfes nothing but
a large fpotted bull.  But Herodotus * judicioufly
afcribes this fally of paffion to a real madnefs or
diforder of the brain: Otherwife, fays the hi-
ftorian, he would never have .openly affronted
any eftablithed worfhip. For on that head,
continues he, every nation are ‘beft fatisfied with
their own, and think they have the advantage
over every other nation.

It muft be allowed, that the Roman catlo-
lics are a very learned fe&t; and that no one

+ Lib, m. (N 38.
communion,
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communion, but that of the-church of England,
can difpute their being the moft learned of al]
the chriftian churches: Yet Averroes, the fa-
mous Arabiap, who, no doubt, had heard of
the Egyptian fuperflitions, declares, that, of
all religions, the moft abfurd and non-fenfical
is that, whofe votaries eat, after having created,
their deity. -

I BELIEVE, indeed, that there is no tenet in
all paganifm, which would give fo fair a fcope
to ridicule as this of the rea/ prefence : For it is
fo abfurd, that it eludes the force of almoft all
argument. There are even fome pleafant fto-
ries of that kind, which, tho’ fomewhat profane,
are commonly told by the Catholics themfelves.
One day, a prieft, it is faid, gave inadvertently,
inftead of the facrament, a counter, which had*
by accident fallen among the holy wafers, The -
tommunicant waited patiently for fome time,
expeding it would diffolve on his tongue: But
finding, that it ftill remained entire, he took it
of. I wi, cries he to the prieft, you' have
- Mot committed fome miftake : I wifb you have not
given me God the Father : He is fo hard and tough -
there is no_fwallowing him

E A FAMoUS
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A ramous general, at that timein the Maf-
_eovite fetvice, having come to Puris for the
recovery of his wounds, ‘brought along with
him a young Tur#, whom he had taken prifoner.
Some of the do&ors of the Sorbonne (who are
altogether as pofitive as the D.rvifes of Conftan-
tinople) thinking it a pity, that the poor Turék
fhould be damned for want of inftruion, fol-
licited Muflapha very hard to turn Chriftian,
and promifed him, for his encouragement, plenty
of good wine in this world, and paradife in the
next. Thefe allurements were too powerful to
be refifted ; and therefore, having bsen well in-
fiructud and catechized, he at laft agreed to re-
ceive the facraments of baptifm and the Eord’s
fupper. Tlie prieft, however, to make every
thing fure and folid, fYill continued his inftruc-
tions ; and began his catechifm next day with
the ufual queftion, How many Gods are there ?
Nane at all, replies Benedit? ; for that was his
new name. How! None at all! cries the
prieft. T2 be fure, faid the honeft profelyte.
You have told me all alng that there is but one
God : And yeflerday I eat bim.

SucH
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- SucH are the doQrines of our brethren, the
Catholics. But to thefe do&@rines we are fo acs
cuftomed, that we never wonder at them:
Tho’, in a future age, it will probably become .
difficult to perfuade fome nations, that any
human, two-legged creature, could ever embrace
fuch principles. And it is a thoufand to oney
but thefe natiens themfelves fhall have fomething
full as abfurd in their own creed, to which they
will give a moft implicite and moft religious

affent.

I LonGED once at Paris in the faime Aotd with
_an ambaffador from Tanis, who, having paf®
fome years at London, was returning home that
way. One day, I obferved his Macrifs excellency
diverting him{elf under the porch, with furvey.
ing the fplendid, equipages that drove along;
when there chanced to pafs that way fome Ca
pucin friars, who had never feen a Turk; as he,
on his part, the’ aceuftomed to the Ezropean
dreffes, had never feen the grotefgue figure of a
Capucin: And there is no exprefling the mutual
admiration, with which they infpired each other.
Had the chuplain of the embafly entered into a
difpute wich- thefe Francifcans, their reciprocal
fmpnzc had been of the fame mature. And
E 2 > thus
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thus all mankind ftand ftaring at one another;
and there is no beating it out of their heads,’
that the turban of the African is not juft as good
or as bad a fafhion'as the cowl of the European,
He is a viry honeft man, faid the prince of Sal-
ke, {peaking of de Ruyter, It is a pxty be were
¢ Chriflian. -~

How can you worthip leeks and onions, we
fhall fuppofe a Sorbonniff to fay to a prieft of
Sais 2 If we worthip them, replies the latter ;
at leaft, we do not, at the fame time, eat
them. But what ftrange objells of- adoration
are cats and monkies, fays the learned do&or?
They are at leaft as good as the relicts or
rotten bones of martyrs, anfwers his no lefs
learned antagonift. Are you not mad, infifts
the Catholic, to cut one another’s throat about
the preference of a cabbage or a cucumber.,
Yes, fays the pagan; I allow it, if you will .
confefs, that all thofe are ftill madder, who
fight about the preference among volumes of fo-
phiftry, ten thoufand of which are not equal in
value to one cabbage or cucumber *,

© 3 Itis ftrange that the Egyptian religion, tho' fo abfurd,
‘thould yet have borne fo great a refemblance to the Fewish,
that antigat writers even of the greateft genius were not able tp

EvEry
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Every by-flander will eafily judge (but un-
fortunately the by-ftanders are very few) that,
if nothing were requifite to eftablith any popular
fyftem, but the expofing the abfurdities of other
fyftems, every votary of every fuperftition could
“give a fufficient reafon for his blind and bigot-
ted attachment to the principles, in which he
has been educated. But without fo extenfive a
knowledge, on which to ground this affurance,
(and perhaps, better without it) there is not
wanting a fufficient ftock of religious zeal and
faith amongf mankind. Disdoras Siculus b gives

ebferve any difference betwixt them, For it is very remarkable,
that both Tacitus and Suetonius, when they mention that de-
cree of the fenate, under Tiberius, by which the Fgyptian and
* Sewift profelytes’ were banithed from Rome, exprefsly treat
thefe religions as the fame; and it appears, that even the
decree itfelf was founded on that fuppofition; ARum & de fa-
eris Zgyptiis, Judaicifque pellendis 5 faftumgue patrum conful-
tum, ut guatuor millia libertini generis ea fuperflitione infedla,
quis idonea cetas, in infulam Sardiniam weberentur, coercendis
illic’ latrociniis; & fi ob gravitatem cali interiffent, vile da-
mnum; Ceteri cederent Italia, niff certam ante diem profanos ri-
tus exuiffent,  Tacit, Anm. lib. ii. c. 85, Externas ceremonias,
LEgyptios, Judaicofque ritus compe/cuit; coaftis qui fuperftia
tione ea tenchantur, religiofas wefles cum infirumento omni combu-
rere, &c. Sueton. Tiber, c. 36, Thefe wife heathens, obferv-
ing fomething in the general air, and genius, and fpirit of the
two religions to be the fame, efteemed the differences of their

dogmas too frivolous to deferve any attenticn,

b Lib, i,

E 3 - a re-
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a remarkable inflance to this purpofe, of which
he was himfelf an eye-witnefs. While Egypt
lay under the greateft terror of the Roman name,
a legionary foldier baving inadvertently been
guilty of the facrilegious impiety of killing a ¢at,
the whole people rofe upon him with the ut-
moft fury; and all the efforts of their prince
were not able to fave him. The fenate and
people of Rome, 1 am perfuaded, would not,
then, bave been fo delicate with regard to their
national deities. They very frankly, a litde..
after that time, voted Augu/ius a place in the
celeftial manfions; and would have dethroned
every god in heaven, for his fake, had he
feemed to defire it. Prefens divus habebitur
. Auguflus, fays Haorace. That is a very impor-
tant point: And in other nations and other
ages, the fame circumftance has not been
" eftecmed altogether indifferent *,

NorwiTHsTANDING the fandity of our
* holy religion, fays Zully®, no crime is more

8 When Louis the XIV'th took on himfelf the prote&ion of
the Jefuites callege of Clermont, the fociety ordered the king's
arms tp be put up over their gate, and tock down the crofs, in
“order to make way for it: Which gave occafion to the follow-
ing epigram:

Suftulit hinc Chrifti, pofuitque infignia Regls :
Impia gens, alium ncfcic habere Deum, - )
» De nat. Deor, L. i,

common
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common with us than facrilege: But was it ever
heard, that an Egjptian violated the temple of
a cat, an ibis, or a crocodile? There is no
torture, an Egyptian would not undergo, fays the
fame author in another place 2, rather than in-
jure an ibis, an afpic, a cat, a dog, or a cro-
codile. Thus it is ftri@ly true, what Drydm
obferves : _

¢ Of whatfoc’er defcent their godhead be,

¢¢ Stock, flone, or other homely pedigree,

¢¢.In his defence his fervants are as bold,
¢ As if he had been born of beaten gold.”
AssaLoM and ACHITOPHER.
Nay, the baler the materials are, of which the
divinity is compofed, the greater devotion is he
likely to excite in the breafts of his deluded vo-
taries. They exult in their fhame, and make
a merit with- their deity, in braving, for his
- fake, all the ridicule and contumely of his ene-
mies. Ten thoufand Creifes inlift themfelves
under the holy banners, and even. openly tri-
umph in thofe parts of their religion, which their
adverfaries regard as the moft reproachful.

THERE occurs, 1 own, a difficulty in the

Eppmm fyflem of theology; as indeed, few
© .8 Tuk, Queft. lib.v,

Ey {yﬁenu
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{yftems are entirely free from difficulties. It i
evident, from their method of propagation, that
a couple of cats, in fifty years, would ftock a
whole kingdom ; and if that religious venera- -
tion were ftill paid them, it would, in twenty
more, not only be eafier in Egypt to find 2 ged
than a man; which Petronius fays was the cafe
" in fome parts of Jtaly; but the gods muft at laft
entitely flarve the men, and leave themfelves
neither priefts nor votaries remaining. It is
probable, therefore, that that wife nation, the
moft celebrated in antiquity for prudence-and
found policy, forefeeing fuch dangerous confe-
quences, referved all their worfhip for the full-
grown divinities, and ufed the freedom to drown
the holy fpawn or little fucking gods, without any
fcruple or remorfe. And thus the pradtice of
“warping the tenets of religion, in order to ferve
temporal interefts, is not, by any means, to be
regarded as an invention of thefe latter ages.

THE learned, philofophical Varre, difcourf-
ing of religion, pretends not to deliver any
thing beyond probabilities and appearances : Such
-was his good fenfe and moderation! But the
- paflionate, the zealous dugu/fiin, infults the noble
Roman on his feepticifm and referve, and profefles

: the
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the moft thorough belief and aflurance . A
heathen poet, however, contemporary with the
faint, abfurdly efteems the religious fyftem of the
latter fo falfe, that even the credulity of children,
he fays, could not engage them to believe it b,

Is it ftrange, when miftakes are fo common,
to find every one pofitive and dogmatical ? And
that the zeal often rifes in proportion to the er-
ror ?  Moverunt, {ays Spartian, & ea tempeflate
Fudai bellum quod vetabantur mutilare genitalia <.

IF ever there was a nation or a time, in
which the public religion loft all authority over
mankind, we might expe&, that infidelity in
Rome, during the Ciceronian age, would openly
have ereéted its throne, and that Cicero himfelf,
in every fpeech and afion, would have been
its moft declared abettor. But it appears, that,
whatever fceptical liberties that great man
might ufe, in his writings or in philofophical
converfation ; he yet avoided, in the common

condu& of life, the imputation of deifm and.

profanenefs. Even in his own family, and to
his wife, Terentia, whom he highly trufted, he

a De civitate Dei, 1. iii. c. 17. b Claudii Rugilii
Numit:ani iter, Lb, i, 1, 386, ¢ In vita Adriani.

, Egs was
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was willing to appear 2 devout religionift ; and
there remains a letter, addreft to her, in which
he ferioufly defires her to offer facrifice to Apolle
and Zfwlapius, in gratitude for the reco-
very of his health *

PoMPEY’s devotion was much more fincere :
In all his conduét,. during ‘the civil wars, he
paid a great regard to augurics, dreams, ‘and
prophefies b. Augufus was tainted with fuper-~
ftition of every kind,  As it is reported of Adsk
ton, that his poetical genius never flowed with
eafe and abundance in the fpnng, fo Augufius
obferved, that his own genius for dreaming
never was fo perfe& during that feafon, nor was
fo much ta be relied on, as during the reft of
the year. That great and able emperor wag
alfo extremely uneafy when he happened to
change bis fhoes, and put the right foos thoe on
the left foot . In hort, it cannot be doubted,
but the votaries of the eftablifhed fuperflition of
antiquity were as numerous in every ftate, as
thofe of the modern religion are at prefent. Its
influence was as univerfal ; tho’ it was not fo

® Lib. xiv, epift. 7. - ® Cicero de Divin, lib. ii, c, 24
£ Sueton, Avg, cap. 90, 93, 92.  Plin, kib, ii, eap. 7.

great.
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great. As mény people gave their aflent to it;
tho’ that affent was nat feemingly fo ftrong, pre~
cife, and affirmative.

WE may obferve, that, notwithftanding the
dogmatical, imperious ftyle of all fuperftition,
the conviction of the religionifts, in all ages, ®
more affeted than real, and fcarce ever aps
proaches, inany degree, to that folid belief and
perfuafion, which governs us in the common
affairs of life. Men dare not avow, even to
their own hearts, the doubts, which they enter-
tain on fuch fubjefts: They make a merit of
implicite faith ; and difguife to themfelves their
real infidelity, by the ftrongeft afeverations and
moft pofitive bigotry. But nature is too hard
for all their endeavours, and fuffers not the ob-
feure, glimmering light, afforded in thofe that
dowy regions, to equal the @trong impreffigns,
made by common fenfe and by experience.
The ufual courfe of men’s conduét belies their
words, and thows, that the aflent in thefe mate -
ters is fome unaccountable operation of the
mind betwixt difbelief and conviion, but ap«
proaching much nearer the former than the
latter. : '

E6  Swex,
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SiNcE, therefore, the mind of man appears
of fo loofe and unfteddy a contexture, that, even
at prefent, when fo many perfons find an inter-
eft in continually employing on it the chiffel
and the hammer, yet are they not-able to en-
grave theological tenets with anylafting impref-
fion ; how much more muft this have been the
cafe in antient times, when the retainess to the
holy fun&ion were fo much fewer in compa-
sifon ¢ No wonder, that the appearances were
then very inconfiftent, and that men, on fome
occafions, might feem determined infidels, and
enemies to the eftablifhed religion, without
* being fo in reality ; or at leaft, without knows
ing their own minds in that particular.

ANOTHER caufe, which rendered the antient
religions much loofer than the modern, is, that
the former were fraditional and the latter are
Jeriptural; and the tradition in the former was
complex, contradi&tory, and,on many occafions,
doubtful; fo that it could not poflibly be re-
duced to any ftandard and canon, or afford any
determinate articles of faith. The ftories of the
gods were numberlefs like the popith legends ;
and tho’ every one, almoft, believed a part of
thefe ftories, yet no one could believe or know

the
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-the whole : While, at the fame time, all muft
have acknowledged, that no one part ftood on a
better foundation than the reft. The traditionsof
different cities and nations were alfo, on many
occafions, direétly oppofite; and noreafon could
be found for preferring one to the-other, And
as there was an infinite number of ftories, with
regard to which tradition was no way pofitive;;
the gradation was infenfible, from the moft fun-
damental articles of faith, to thofe loofe and
precarious- fitions. The pagan religion, there-
fore, feemed to vanifh like a cloud, whenever
one approached to it, and examined it piece-
meal. It could never be afcertained by any fixt
dogmas and principles. And tho’ this did not
convert the generality of mankind from fo ab-
furd a faith; for when will the people be rea-
fonable? yet it made them faulter and hefitate
more in maintaining their principles, and was
even apt to produce, in certain difpofitions of
mind, fome praétices and opinions, which had
the appearance of determined infidelity. .

To which we may add, that the fables of the
pagan religion were, of themfelves, light, eafy,
and familiar ; without devils or feas of brim-
flone, or any objes, that could much terrify

the
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the imagination. Who could forbear fmiling,
when he thought of the loves of Adars “and
Penus, o the amorous frolics of Fupiter and
Pan? In this refpelt, it was a true poetical reli-
gion; if it had not rather too much levity for the
graver kinds of poetry. We find that it has
been adopted by modern bards ; nor have thefe
talked with greafer freedom and irreverence of
the gods, whom they regarded as fitions, than
the antient did of the real obje@s of their
devotion.

TrE inference is by no means juft, that, be-
caufe a fyftem of religion has made no deep im-
preflion on the minds of a people, it muft there-
fore have been pofitively rejeéted by all men of
common fenfe, and that oppofite principles, in
fpite of the prejudices of education, were gene-
rally eftablifhed by argument and reafoning.
I know not, but a contrary inference may be
more probable. The lefs importunate and aflum-
ing any fpecies of fuperftition appears, the lefs
will it provoke men’s fpleen and indignation, or
engage them into enquiries concerning its foun-
dation and origin.’ This in the mean time
is obvious, that the empire of all religious
faith over the underftanding is wavering and
: 3 . uncertain,
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uncertain, fubje& to all varieties of humour,
and dependent on the prefent incidents, which
firike the imagination. The difference is only
in the degrees. An antient will place a ftroke of
impiety and one of fuperftition alternately, thro’
a whole difcourfe *: A modern often thinks
in the fame way, tho’ he may be more guarded
in his exprefions.

Lucian tells us exprefsly b, that whoever
believed not the moft ridiculous fables of pa-
ganifm was efteemed by the people profane and
impious. To what purpofe, indeed, would that
agreeable author have employed the whole force
of his wit and fatyr againft the national religion,
had not that religion been generally believed by
his countrymen and contemporaries ?

' ‘s Witnefs this remarkable paffage of Tacitus: Prater multi
plices revuem bumanarum cafus, ceels terraque prodigia, & fulmis
wwm momitus, & futurorum grafagia. leta, triffia, ambigua,
maznifefla. Nec enim umguom atrocioribus populi Romani cladie
bus, magifgue jufiis judiciis approbatum ef, mon offe cure Diir
Jecuritatem nofiram, offe witionem, Hif. b, i, _Mugufus's quare
vel with Neprune is an inftance of the fame kind. Had not the
emperor believed Neprune to be a real being and to have do-
minion over the fea; where had been the foundation of his
anger ? And if he believed it, what madnefs to provoke #ill fare
ther that deity ? The fame obfcrvation may be made upon.
Quintilisn's ecxclamations, on-account of the death of his
children, - kb, vi, Pref, b Philopfeudes. .

o ’ Livg
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Livy « acknowledges as frankly, as any di-
vine would at prefent, the common incredulity
of his age ; but then he condemns it as feverely.
And who can imagine, that a national fuperfti-
tion, which could delude fo great a man, would
not alfo impofe on the generality of the people?

THE Stoics beftowed many magnificent and
even impious epithets on their fage; that he
“alone was rich, free, a king, and equal to the
immortal gods. They forgot to add, that he
" was not inferior in prudence and underftanding
to an old woman. For furely nothing can be’
more pitiful than the fentiments, which that
fe&t entertained with regard to all popular fu-
perftitions ; while they very ferioufly agree with
the common augurs, that, when a raven croaks
" from the left, it is a good omen; but a bad one,
when a rook makes a noife from the fame
quarter. Panztius was the only Steic; amongft
the Greeks, who fo much as doubted with re-
gard to auguries and divinations ®. Marcus
Antoninus © tells us, that he himfelf had received
many admonitions from the gods in his fleep.
It is true ; Epifletus ¢ forbids us to regard the

8 Lib, x. cap. 40. b Cicero de Divin. lib. i. cap. 3.
&7, c Lib. i, § 17. - d Ench, § 17. -
: 4 language
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language of rooks and ravens; but it is not, that
they do not fpeak truth: It is only, becaufe they
can fortel nothing but the breaking of our neck
or the forfeiture of our eftate; which are cir-
cumftances, fays he, that no way concern us.
Thus the Stoies join a philofophical enthufiafm
to a religious fuperflition. The force of their
mind, being all turned to the fide of morals,
unbent itfelf in that of religion °

PLATO® introduces Socrates affirming, that
the accufation of impiety raifed againft him was
owing entirely to his rejecting fuch fables, as
thofe of Saturn’s caftrating his father, Uranus,
and Fupiter’s dethroning Saturn: Yet in a fub-
fequent dialogue <, Socrates confefles, that the
do&rine of the mortality of the foul was the re-
ceived opinion of the people, Is there here any
contradiétion ? Yes, furely: But the contradiction
is not in Plato it is in the people, whofe reli-

gious principles in general are always compofed -

of the moft difcordant parts; efpecially in an

4 The Stoics, I own, were not quite orthodox in the efta-
blithed religion; but one may fee, from thefe inftances, that
they went a great way: And the people undoubtedly went
every length.

» Eutyphro, ¢ Phxdo,

33‘: ,
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age, when fuperftition fate fo eafy and light
upon them 2.

3 Xenopbor's condu&, as related by himfelf, is, at once, an
inconteftable proof of the general credulity of ‘mankind in thofe
ages, 2nd the incoherencies, in all ages, of men’s opinions in
religious matters.  That great captain and philofopher, the dif-
ciple of Socrates, and one who has delivered fome of the moft
refined fentiments with regard to a deity, gave all the following
masks of vulgar, pagan fuperft'tion, By Socrates’s advice, ke
confulted the oracle of Delpoi, befcre he would engage in the
expedition of Cyrus. De exped. lib, iii. p. 294. ex edit, Leuncl,
Sees a dream the night after the generals were feized 5 which he
“pays great regard to, but thinks ambiguous. Id. p. 295. He
and the whole army regard foeezing as a very lucky omen, Id.
p- 300, Has another dream, when he comes to the river Cen-
trites, which his fellow general, Chirofopbus, alfo pays great re-
gard to. 1d. lib, iv. p. 323. The Greeks fuffering from a cold
north wind, facrifice to it, and the hiftorian obferves, that it
immediately abated. Id. p. 329. Xemophon confults the facri-
fices in fecret, before he woold form any refolution with himfelf
.about fettling a colony. Lib.v. p. 359. He himfelf a very
_fkilfal augur, Id, p. 361, Is determined by the victims to re-
fufe the fole command of the army, which was offered him.
‘Lib. vi. p. 273, C(leawdsr, tha Spartan, tho® very delirous of
.it, sefufes it for the fame reafon. Id. p. 392. Xemspbon men-
tions an old dream with the interpretation given him, when he
firft joined Cyrus. P. 373. Mentions alfo the place of Herex~
Les’s defoent into hell as believing it, and fays the marks of it

© are fill remaining. Id. p. 375, Had almoft Rarved the army

rather than lead to the field againft the awfpices. Id. p. 382, 383.

*His friend, Euclides, the augur, would not believe that he had

brought no money from the expedition ; till he (Eaclides) facri-
‘fioed, and then he faw the matter clearly in the Exta, Lib. vii,
p- 425. The fame philofopher, propofing a proje@ of mines
for the encteafe of the Ahemian revenuss, advifes them firft to
Tur

=
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THue fame Cicero, who affeted, in his own
family, to appear a devout rcligionift, makes no
feruple, ina public court of judicature, of treat=
ing the do&rine of a future ftate as a moft ri-
diculous fable, to which no bedy could give any
attention 2. Salluft ® reprefents Cefar as {peak-
ing the fame language in the open fenate <.

BuT that all thefe freedoms implied not a
total and univerfal infidelity and fcepticifm

confult the onde. De rat. red. p. g32. ‘That all this devotion -
was not a farce, in order to ferve a political purpofe, appears
both from the fa&s themfelves, and from the genius of that
age, when little or nothing could be gained by bypocrify. Be-
fides, Xemopbon, as appears from his Memorabilia, was a kind of
heretic in thofe tinis, which no political devotee ever is, It
is for the fame reafon, 1 maintain, that Newtaw, Lecke,
Clarke, &c. being Arians ow Sorinians, were very fincere in the
creed they profeft: And I always oppofe this argument to fome
libertines, who will needs have it, that it was impoffible, but
that thefe great philofophers muft have becn hypocrites,
8 Prp Cluentio, cap. 61. b De bello Catilin. © -
€ Cicero (Tufe. Quet. lib. i, cap. 5, 6.) and Semeca (Epift.
24.) as alfo Yavenal (Satye. 2.) maintain that there is no boy or
old womaa fo ridiculous as to believe the poets-in their accounts
. of a future flate, Why then doos Lucretius fo highly exalt his
mafter for freeing us from thefe terrors? Perhaps the generality
of mankind were then in the difpofition of Cepbalus in Plato {de
- Rep, lib. i.) who while he wae yoing and healthful could rdi-
cule thefe ftories ; but as fcon 28 he became old and infirm, be-
gan to eatertain apprehenfions of their truth, This, we may
abferve, mot to be unufual cven at prefont, -

amongfk
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amongft the people, is too apparent to be de-
nied. Tho’ fome parts of the national religion
hung locfe upon the minds of men, other parts:
adhered more clofely to them: And it was the
great bufinefs of the fceptical philofophers to |
thow, that there was no more foundation for
one than for the other, This is the artifice of
Cotta in the dialogues concerning the nature of
the gods. He refutes the whole fyftem of my-
thology by leading the orthodox, gradually, |
from the more momentous ftories, which were
believed, to the more frivolous, which every
one ridiculed: From the gods to the goddefles;
from the goddefles to the nymphs; from the
nymphs to the fawns and fatyrs. His mafter,
Carneades, had employed the fame method of
reafoning *,

Upron the whole, the greateft and moft ob-
fervable differenices betwixt a traditional, my-
thological religion, and a fyflematical, fcholafiic
one, are two: The former is often more rea-
fonable, as confifting only of a multitude of fto-
ries, which, however groundlefs, imply no
exprefs abfurdity and demonftrative contradic-

¥ Sext, Empir, adver{, Matbem, lib. viii,.
tion;
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tion; and fits alfo fo eafy and light on men's
minds, that tho’ it may be as univerfally re-
ceived, it makes no fuch deep impreflion on the
affectiops and underftanding,

XIII, THE
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THE primary religion of mankind arifes

chicfly from an anxious Year of future events; and
what ideas will naturally be entertained of in-
vifible, unknown powers, while men lie under
difmal apprehenfions of any kind, may eafily be
conccived. Every image of vengeance, feve-
rity, cruelty, @nd malice muft occur and aug-
ment the ghaftlinefs and horror, which opprefles
the amazed religionift. A panic having once
feized the mind, the a&ive fincy fhill farther
multiplies the objeéls of terror; while that pro-
found darknefs, or, what is worfe, that glim-
mering light, with which we are invironed, re-

prefents the fpeCires of divinity under the moft

dreadful appearances imaginable. And no idea
‘of perverfe wickednefs can be framed, which
thofe terrified devotees do not readily, without
fcruple, 2pply to their deity.

- THis-appears the natural flate of religion,
when furveyed in one light. But if we confider,
on the other hand, that fpirit of praife and eu-
logy, which neceflarily has place in all religions,
and which is the coniequence of thefe very

terrors,
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terrors, we muft expe a quite contrary fyftem
of theology to prevail. Every virtue, every ex-
cellence muft be afcribed to the divinity, and no
exaggeration be eflcemed fufficient to reach
thofe perfeions, with which he is endowed.
Whatever ftrains of panegyric can be invented,
are immediately embraced, ‘without confulting
any arguments or phznomena. And it is
efteemed a fufficient confirmation of them,
thdt they give us more magnificent ideas of the
divine objeét of our worthip and adoration.

HERE therefore is a kind of contradi®ion be- .
twixt the different principles of human pature,
which enter into religion. Our natural terrors
prefent the notion of a devilith and malicious
deity : Our propenfity to praife leads us to ac-
knowledge an excellent and divine. And the
influence of thefe oppofite principles are vari-
ous, according to the different fituation of
the human underftanding,

In very barbarous and ignorant nations, fuch
as the Africans and Indians, nay even the Fa-
ponefe, who can. fosm no extenfive ideas of
power and knowledge, worflip may be paid toa
being, whom they confefs to be wicked and de-

teftable ;
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teftable ; " tho’ they may be cautious, perhaps,

of pronouncing this judgment of him in public,

or in his temple, where he may be fuppofed to
. hear their reproaches. ’

SucH rude, imperfe& ideas of the divinity ad-
here long to all idolaters ; and it may fafely be
affirmed, that the Greeks themfelves never got
entirely rid of them. It is remarked by Xemo-
phon *, in praife of Socrates, that that philofo-

. pher aflented not to the vulgar opinion, which
fuppofed the gods to know fome things, and be
ignorant of others: He maintained that they
knew every thing; what was done, faid, or
even thought. But as this was a ftrain of phi-
lofophy ® much above the conception of his

" countrymen, we need not be furprized, if very
frankly, in their books and converfation, they
blamed the deities, whom they worfhiped in
their temples. It is obfervable, that Herc-
Aotus in pasticular fcruples not, in many paffages,
to afcribe envy to the gods ; a fentiment, of all

*a Mem, lib. i, .

b It was confidered among the antients, as a very extraordi-
nary, philofophical paradox, that the prefence of the gods was
not confined to the heavens, but was extended every where;
ag we learn from Lucian, Hermotimus five De feftis,

others,



‘NATURAL HISTORY OF RELIGION. o7
others, the moft fuitable to a mean and devilifh
nature. ‘The pagan hymns however, fung in
public worthip, contained nothing but epithets
of praife ; even while the ations afcribed to the
gods were the moft barbarous and deteftable.
When Timotheus, the poet, recited a hymn to
Diana, where he enumerated, with the greatcﬁ
eulogies, all the a&lons and attributes of that
cruel, capricious goddefs: AMay your daughter,
faid one prefent, become fuch as the dmy whom
you celebrate .

Bur as men farther exalt their idea of
their divinity ; it is often their notion of his
power and knowledge only, not of his goodnefs,
which is improved. On the contrary, in pro-
portion to the fuppofed extent of his fcience and
authority, their terrors naturally augment ; while
they believe, that no fecrecy can conceal them
from his fcrutiny, and that even the inmoft recef-
fes of their breaft lie open before him. They
muft then be careful not to form exprefsly any
fentiment of blame and difapprobation, All
muft be applaufe, ravithment, extacy. And
while their gloomy apprehenfions make them

] Pm de Snpetﬁ. .
F afcribe
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afcnbe to him meafures of condu&, wluch, in
hurman creatures, ‘would be hnghly blamed they
mutt ftill affe& to praife and admire thefe mea-
ﬁ;res in the obje& of their devotional addreﬁ'es.
And thus it may fafcly be aﬂ'qrmed, tlut many
popular relnglons are really, m the conception
of their more vulgar votaries, a fpecies of dz-
momfm ; and the hngher the dexty is exalted in
power and knowledge, the lower of courfe is .
he frequently depreft in goodnefs and benevo-
lence, whatever epithets of praife may be be-
ftowed on him by his amazed adorers. Amongft
idolaters, the words may be falfe, and belie
the fecret opinion: But amongﬂ more exalted
relmomﬁs, the oplmon itfelf often contra&s
a kind of falfhood, and belies the inward_ fentu-
ment. The heart fecretly detefts fuch mea-
fures of cruel and mplacable vengeance 3 but
* the judgment dares not but pronounce them
perfec and adorable. And the addmonal mj-
fery of this mward ﬁru ggle aggravafels"all the |
other terrors, by wl'ncb the‘fe unhagpy vx&g%",
to fuperﬁxtlon are for ever haunted

Lucian: obferves, that a young man, I}p
réads the hiftory of the gods in "Homer or

3 Ngomntu.
JSirdy
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Jud, and finds their fa&ions, wars, injuftice,
inceft, adultery, and other immoralities fo
bighly celebrated, is much furprized afterwards,
when he comes into the world, to obferve; that
punifhments are by law infliCted on the fame .
altions, which he had beem taught to afcribe -
tofuperior beings. The contradi&ion is ftill per-
haps ftronger betwixt the réprefentations given .
us by fome latter religions and our: natural ideas *

of gcneroﬁty, lenity, impartiality, and’ juftice s

and in proportion. ta. the.-multiplied terrors of »
thefe religions, .the barbarous.conceptions: of the *
divinity are multiplied upon us *. Nothing can .

@ Baccbus, a divine being, is reprefented by the heathen my. -
thology as the inventor of dancing and the theatre. Plays were *
antiently, even a past of public worfhip on the moft folema oc- -
cafions, and often employed in times of peftilence, to appeafs *
the offended deities, But they bave been zealoufly prefcribed -+
by the godly in latter ages ; and the play-houfe, according to 8 »
learned divine, is the porch of hell,

Bat in order to thow more.evidently, . that it is poffible for a
religion to reprefent the divinity in flill a more immeoral unamishle :
light than the antient, we fhall cite'a long paflags from snauthor *
of tafte and imagination, who was furely np enemy to Chriftianity,
1t is the chevalier Ramjay, a writer, who'had fo lsadable anincli-
mation to be orthodox, that his.reafon noves found any difficulty,
even in the dotrines which freethinkers feruple the maft, the
erinity, incarnation, and fatisfaltion : His humanity alone, of *
which he feems to have had a great flock, rebelled againtt the
do&rines of eternal reprobation and predeftination. He expref-
fes hqfelf thus: ¢ What firange ideas, fays be, wouldan Indian

2 pre(ervc
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preferve untainted. the genuine principles of
morals in our judgment of human condu&,

¢ ar a Chinefe philofopher have-of -our holy veligion, if they
®judged by the fchemes given of it by-our modern freethinkers,
¢ and pharifaical dodtors of all feé}:? Accotd?ng to the odious and
¢ o wulgar fyltem of thefé: incredulous fcoffers and credolous
€ friblers, < The God of the Jews is a moft crucl, unjuft, par-
«¢ tial and famtattical being. He created, about 6000 years
¢: ago, a man and a woman, and placed them in a fine garden
¢ of Afia, of which there are no remains. This garden was
¢¢ furnithed with all forts of tregs, fountains, and flowers. He
#¢ allowed them the ufe of all the fruits of this beautiful garden,
¢ except of one, that was planted in the midft thereof, and
* ¢ that had in it a fecret wirtue of preferving them in continual
¢¢ health and vigor of body and mind, of exalting their natural
o powers and-making them wife. The devil entered into the
€€ body of a ferpent, and folicited the firft woman _to eat of this
& forbidden fruit; fhe engaged her hufband to dothe fame. To
«¢ puniflthis flight curiafity and natural defire of life and know-
#¢ Jedge, God not only threw our firft parents cut of paradife,
¢ but he condemed ail their pofterity to temporal mifery, and )
¢¢ the greateft part of theml to eternal pains, tho’ the fouls of
¢ ¢hefe innocent children have no more relation to that of Adam
4¢ than to thofe of Nero and Mahomet ; fince, according to the °
¢ fcholaftic drivellers,” fabulifts, and gythologifts, all fouls .
¢¢ are created pure, and infufed immediately into mortal bodies,
# fo foon as the fatus is formed, To accomplith the barbarous,
¢¢ partial decree” of predeftination and reprcbation, God aban-
¢¢ doned all natiens to darknefs, idolatry and fuperftition, with-
4 out any faving krdwledge or falutary graces; unlefs it was
€¢ one particular nation} whom he chofe as his peculiar people.,
¢ This chofen nation was, however, the moft ftupid, ungrateful,
¢¢ rebelliods, and perfidious of all nations. After God had thua
¢ kept the far greater part of all the human fpccies, during

> : but
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but the abfolute neceffity of thefe principles to
the exiftence of focicty.: If common coricep-

& near 4000 years, in a reprobate flate, he changed all of &
¢ fudden, and took a fancy for other nations, befide the Jews.
& Then he fent his only begotten Son to the world, under &
“ human form, to appeafe his wrath, fatisfy his vinditive ju-
“ ftice, and die for the parden of fin. Very few nations, how-
¢ ever, have beard of this gofpel ; and all the reft, tho’ leftin
“ invincible ignorance, are damned without exception or amy
¢ poffibility of remiffion. The greateft part of thofe, whe
%6 have heard of it, have changed only fome fpeculative notions
“ about God, and fome external forms in worthip: For, in
¢ other refpeéts, the bulk of Chriftians have continued as cor-
¢ rupt, as the reft of mankind in their morals ; yea, fo much
‘¢ the more perverfe and criminal, that their lights were greater.
¢ Unlefs it be a very fmall fele@® number, all other Chriftians, like
¢ the pagans, will be for ever damned ; the great facrifice of~
¢ fered up for them will become void and of no effe®.  Ged
 will take delight for ever in.their torments and blafphemies 5
“ and tho’ he can, by one fiat, change their hearts, yet they will
% remain for ever unconverted and unconvestible, becaufe he will
* be for ever unappeafeable and ir ileable, It is true, that
“ 3ll this makes God odious, a hater of fouls, rather than a
* lover of them; a cruel, vindi@ive tyraaty an impotent or &
“ wrathfal ‘demon, rather than an all-powerfol, beneficent Fa-
% ther of fpirits: Yet all thigjs a myftery. He has feavetrea
% fons for his condpét, that are impenetrable ; and tho® he ap~
# pears unjuft and parbarous ; yet we muft believe the contrary,
# becaufe what j§ injuftice, crime, cruelty, and the blackeft
*¢ malice inus, is in him juftice, mercy, and fovereign goodnefs.”
¢ Thus the incredulous frecthinkers, the judaizing Chriftians, and
¢ the fataliftic dotors, have disfigured and difhonoured the fublime
¢ myfteries of our holy faith; thus,they have confounded the pature
¢ of good and evil ; transformed the moft monftrous paffions into
¢divine attnbuua, and furpaffed the pagans mblafphemy, by

F 3 tion
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tion can indulge princes in 2 fyftem of ethics,
fomewhat different from that which fhould re-
gulate private perfons ; how much more thofe
-fuperior beings, whole attributes, views, ‘and
-mature are {o totally unknown'to us? Sunt fu-
peris fua jura*; The gods have maxims of
juttice peculiar to themfelves.-

€ aferibing to the eternal nature, as perfeltions, what makes the
€ moft horrid crimes amongft men, The groffer pagans contented
¢ themfelves with divinizing luft, incefty and adultry ; but the pxe~
¢ deftinarian doQors have divinized cruelty, wrath, fury, venge-

" €ance, and all the blackeft vices. See the chevalier Ramfay's
philofophical principles of natural and revealed religion, Part II,
P. 401.

The fame author afferts, in other places, that the Arminian
and Molinift fchemes ferve very little to mend the matter: Ard
having thus thrown himfelf out of all received fets of Chri-
fianity, he is obliged to advance a fyRem of his own, which is
a kind of Origenifm, and fuppofes the pre-exiftence of the fouls
both of men and beafts, and the eternal falvation and converfion
of all men, beafts, and devils, But this motion, teing quite
pealuf to himfelf, awe need not treat of, I thought the opi-
- nions of this ingenious suther very tarious ; .but I pretend mot to
wareant the jufinefs of.them, .

4 Qvid,. Metam..bb, &, go1.

XIV.HERE
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X1V,

HERE I cannot forbear obferving a fa&,
which 'may be worth the attention of thofe, who
make human nature the obje& of their enquiry.
Itis cortam, that, in every religion, however
fublime the verbal definition, which it gives of
its divinity, many of the votaries, perhaps the
greateft number, will ftill feek the divine fa-
vour, not by virtue and good morals, which
alone can be acccptablc to a perfe& being, but
cither by fnvolous obfemnccs, by intemperate
‘'zeal, by rapturouis extaﬁes, or by the belief of
myflerious and abfurd opinions. ‘The leaft
Jpart of the Saddcr as well as of the Pentateuch,
‘confifts in precepts of morality ; and we may be
affiired, that that part was always the lcaft ob-
ferved and regarded. When the old Romans were
attacked with a pe{hlcnce » they never afcribed
their fuﬂ'enngs to their vices, or dreamed of re-
pentance and amendment. They never thoug!xt
that they were the general robbers’ of the world,
whofe ambition and avarice made'defolate thc
- earth, and reduced opulent nations to want and
beggary. They only created a di&tor %, ‘in

3-Called DiQator clavis figende caufa, T. Livii, L vii. c. 3.
) Fga order

\
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order to drive a nail into a door; and by that

means, they thought that they had fufficiently
appeafed their incenfed deity.

"IN Zgina; one faltion entering into a con-
fpiracy, barbaroufly and treacheroufly affaffi-
* pated feven hundred of their fellow-citizens;
and carried their fury fo far, that, one mifer-
able fugitive having fled to the temple, they cut
off his hands, by which he clung to the gates,
and carrying him out of holy ground, imme-
* diately murdered him. By this impiety, fays
Herodotus®, (not by the other many cruel affaf-
finations) they offended the gods, and contraﬂcd

an mcxpmbk guilts

Nav, if we thould fuppofe, what feldom hap-
pens, that a popular religion were found, in
which it was exprefsly declared, that nothing
but morality could gain the divine favour; if an
~ order of pricfts were inftituted to inculcate this

opinicn, in daily fermons, and with all the arts
- of perfuafion ; yet fo inveterate are the people’s
* ‘prejudices, that for want of fome other fuperfti-
tion, they would make the very attendance on
thefe fermons the eflentials of religion, rather

‘ * Lib, vi.

than
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than place them in virtue and good morals,
The fyblime prologue-of Zaleucus's laws *. in-
dpired not the Leirians, fo far as we can learn,
with any founder notions of the meafures. of
acceptance with the deity, than were familiap
to the other Greeks.

TFHis obfervation, thien, holds univerfally s
But ftill one may be at fome lofs to account for
it. It is" not fufficlent to obferve, that the
people, every where, degrade their deities into
a fimilitude with themfelves, and confider them:
merely as a fpecies of human creatures, fome~
what more potent and imtelligent. This will
not remove the difficulty. - - Far there is no man
fo ftupid, as that, judging by his natural reafon,
he would not efteem virtue and honefty the
moft valuable qualitics, which'any pcrfon could
poflefs. * Why not afcribe the fame fentiment
to his déity? Why not make. all religion, or
the chief part of it,  to confift in thefc attain-
ments *

Nor is it fatisfactory to'fay, that the prace
tice of morality is more difficult than that of
fugerftition; and ‘is therefore reje&ed. For,

© * % To be found in'Diod. Sic, i, xii,
F 5 not
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not to mention the excefive pennamces of the
Brabmens and Talapoins 5 it is certain, that the
Rbawadan of the Turks, during which the poor
wretches, for many days, often in the hotteft
months of. the year, and in fome of the hotteft
climates of the world, remain without eating or
drinking from the rifing to the fetting of the
fon; this Rhemadan, I fay, maft be more fe- -
vere, than the pratice of any moral duty, even
o the moft vicious and depraved of mankind.
The four lents of the Mu/covites, and the aufte-
vities of fome Roman Catbolics, appear more
difagreable than mecknefs and benevolence.
In fhort, all vistue, when men are reconciled
to it by eves fo kittle pradtice, is agreeable : All
faperftition is for cvct.odiom and burthenfome.

Peruars, the following account may be
geceived as a true folution of the dificulty. The
duties, which a man perfosms as a friend or
parent, feeth mesely owing to his benefalor or
children ; norcan he be wanting to thefe duties,
without breaking thro” all the ties of nature and
morality. A flrong inclination may prompt
him to the performance: A fentiment of ordet
and moral beauty joins its force to thefe natural
tycs: And the whole man, if truly. virtuous, -

is
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is drawn to his duty, without any effort or
endeavour. Even with regard to the virtues,
which are more auftere, and more founded on
reflection, fuch as public fpirit, filial duty, tem~
perance, or integrity ; the moral obligation, in
our apprehenfion, removes all pretence to reli-
gious merit ; and the virtuous condu& is
efleemed no more than what we owe to fociefy
- and to ourfelves. In all this, a fuperftitious
man finds nothing, which he has properly per-
formed for the fake of his deity, or which can
peculiarly recommend him to the divine favour
and prote@ion. He confiders not, that the moft
genuine method of ferving the divinity is by
promoting the happinefs of his creatures. He
ftill looks out for fome more immediate fervice
of the fupreme being, in order to allay thofe
terrors, with which he is haunted. And any .
praice recommended to him, which either
ferves to no purpofe in life, or offers the
ftrongeft violence to his natural inclinations ;
that practice he will the more readily embrace,
on account of thofe very circumftances, which
fhould make him abfolutely reje&t it. It feems
the more purely religious, that it proceeds from
no mixture of any other motive or confidera«
tion. And if, for its fake, he facrifices much

Fé of
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of his eale and quiet, his claim of merit ap-
pears ftill to rife upon him, in proportion to
* the zeal and devotion, which he difcovers. In
-reftoring a loan, or paying a debt, his divinity
is no way bebolden to him ; becaufe thefe aéls
of juftice are what he was bound to perform,
and what many would have performed, were
there no god in the univerfe. But if he faft a
day, or give himfelf a found whipping; this
has a dire€t reference, in his opinion, to the
fervice of God. No other motive could engage
him to fuch aufterities. By thefe diftinguithed
~marks of devotion, he has now acquired the
divine favour ; and may expeét, in recompence,
prote&ion and fafety in this world and eternal
happinefs in the next. .

HEence the greateft crimes have been found,
in many inftances, compatible with a fuperfli-
tious piety and devotion : Hence it is juftly re-
garded as unfafe to draw any certain inference
in favour of a man’s mora's from the fervor or
ftriGaefs of his religious exercifes, even tho’ he
himfelf believe them fincere. Nay, it has been
obferved, that enormities of the blackeft dye,
have been rather apt to produce fuperftitious
terrors, and encreafe the religious paflion. Bo-

milcar,
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. milcar, having formed a confpiracy for affafii-
nating at once the whole fenate of Cartbage,
and invading the liberties of his country, loft the
opportunity, from a continual regard to omens
and prophefies. ﬁofe who undertake the moft cri-
minal and moff dangerous enterprizes are commonly
the moft fuperflitious ; as an antient hiftorian
remarks on this occafion. Their devotion and
fpiritual faith rife with their fears.  Catiline
was not contented with the eftablithed deities,
and received rites of his national religion : His
anxious terrors made him feek new inventions
of this kind ®; which he never probably had
dreamed of, had he remained a good citizen,
and obedient to the laws of his country.

To which we may add, that, even after the
commiffion of crimes, there arife remorfes and
fecret horrors, which give no reft to the mind,
but make it have recourfe to religious rites and

‘ceremonies, as expiations of its offences. What-
ever weakens or diforders the internal frame
promotes the interefts of fuperftition: And no-
thing is more deftrutive to them than‘a manly,

2 Diod. Sic. lib, xx.
b Cic, Catil. i, Salluft, de bello Catil,

) S i fteddy
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fteddy virtue, which' cither preferves us from
difaftrous, melancholy accidents, . or teaches us
to bear them. During fuch calm funthine of
the mind, thefe fpettres of falfe divinity never
make their appearance. On the other hand,
while we abandon ourfelves to the natural, un-
difciplined fuggeftions of our timid and anxious
hearts, every kind of barbarity is afcribed to the
fupreme being, from the tesrors, with which we
are agitated ; and cvery kind of caprice, from
the methods which we embrace, in order to ap-
peafe him.  Barbarity, caprice ; thefe qualities,
however nominally difguifed, we may univer-
fally obferve, to form the ruling charaller of
the deity, in popular religions. Even priefts,
inftead of correling thefe depraved ideas of
mankind, have often been found ready to fofter
and encourage them. The more tremendous
the divinity is reprefented, the more tame and
fubmiffive do men become to his minifters :
And the more unaccountable the meafures of
acceptance required by him, the more necef-
_ fary does it become to abandon our natural rea-
- fon, and yield to their ghoftly guidance and
dire¢tion. And thus it may be allowed, that
the artifices of men aggravate our natural in-

firmities

2
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firmities and follies of this kinds but never ori-
ginally beget them. Their root ftrikes deeper
into the mind, and fprings from the effential
and univerfal properties of human nature,
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XV,

THO’ the ftupidity of men, barbarous and
uninftruéted, be fo great, that they may not
fee a fovereign author in the more obvious works
of nature, to which they are fo much fami-
liarized; yet it fcarce feems pofiible, that any
one of good underﬁandmg thould reje& that
idea, when once it is fuggefted to him, A pur-
pofe, an intention, a defign is evident in every
thing; and when our comprehenfion is fo far
enlarged as to contemplate the firft rife of this
vifible fyftem, we muft adept, with the ftrongeft
" convition, the idea of fome intelligent caufe
or author. The uniform maxims too, which
prevail thro’ the whole frame of ‘the univerfe,
naturally, if not neceffarily, lead us to conceive
this intelligence as fingle and undivided, where
the prejudices of education oppofe not fo rea-
fonable a theory. Even the contrarieties of na-
ture, by difcovering themfelves every where,
become proofs of fome confiftent plan, and
eftablifh one fingle purpofe- or intention, how-
ever inexplicable and incomprehenfible.
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Goop and ill are univerfally intermingled and
confounded ; happinefs and mifery, wifdom and
folly, virtue and vice. Nothing is pure and
entirely of a piece. All advantages are attended
with difadvantages. An univerfal compenfation
prevails in all conditions of being and exiftence.
And it is fcarce poffible for us, by our moft chi-
merical wifhes, to form the idea of aftation or
fituation altogether defirable. The draughts of
life, according to the poet’s fition, are always
mixed from the veflels on each hand of Fupiter »
Or if any cup be prefented altogether pure, it
is drawn only, as the fame poet tells us,, fram
the left-handed veffel.

THE more exquifite any good is, of which
afmall fpecimen is afforded us, the fharper is
the evil, allied to it; and few exceptions are
found to this uniform law of nature. The
" moft fprightly wit borders on -maduefs ;. the
higheft effufions of joy produce the decpeft me-’
lancholy; the moft ravithing pleafures are at-
tended with the moft crucl laffitude and difguit;
the moft flattering hopes make way for the fe-
vereft difappointments. And in general, no
" courfe of life has fuch fafety (for happinels is not
tobe dreamed of) as the temperate and moderate,

which
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which maintains, as far as poffible, a' medio-
crity, and a kind of infcnﬁbility, in every thing.

As the good the great, the fubhme, the
ravithing are found eminently in the genuine
principles of theifm ; it may be expelted, from
the analogy of nature, that the bafe, the abfurd,
the mean, the terrifying will be difcovered
equally in religious fictions and chimeras.

THE univerfal propenfity to believe in invi-
“fible, intelligent power, if not an otiginal in-
. flin&®, being at leaft a general attendant of
human nature, itmay be confidered as a kind of
- mark or ftamp, which the divine workman has -

‘fet upon his Work ; and nothing furely ¢animore
‘dignify ‘mankind, than to'be’ thus feleted'fém
4l the other parts of the ¢reation, 4nd to bear
‘the image or impreffion of the univerfal Creatdr.
‘But: confult this i image, as it ommonly appears
in the popular religions of the world. How is
the deity disfigured in oiir reprefentations of
him ! What caprice, abfurdity, and immorality
" are attributed to him! How much is he de-
graded even below the chara@er which ‘we
fhould naturally, in common life, afcribe to a
man of fenfe and vistue !

WHaaT
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WA T 2'noble privilege is it of human rea-
fon ¢o attain the knowledge of the fupreme
being ; ‘and, from the vifible works of nature,
be enabled to infer fo fublime a principle as its
fupreme Creator? But turn the reverfe of the
medal. Survey moft nations and moft ages.
Examine the religious principles, which have,
in'fad, ‘prévailed in the world. You will fcarce-
ly be perfuaded, that they are other than fick
men’s dreams: Or perhaps will regard them
more as the playfome whimfies of morikeys in
_human fhape, than the ferious, pofitive, dog-
matical afleverations of a being, who dignifics
himfelf with the name of rational.

HeaRr. the verbal préteftations of "all men:
‘Nothing they are fo-certain of -as-their religious
tenets. Examine their lives: You will fcarce-
ly think that they repofe the {malleft conﬁ-
denge i them,

‘THE greateft and trueft zeal gives us no fe-
curity againft hypocrify : The moft open im- -
piety is attended with a fecret dicad and com-
punction.
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No theological abfurdities fo glaring as have
not,_fometimes, been embraced by men of the
greateft and moft cultivated underftanding.
No religicus precepts fo rigorous as have not
been adopted by the moft voluptuous and moft
abandoned of men.

IGNORANCE s the mother of Devotbm =

A maxim, that is proverbial, and confirmed by

general experience. Look out for a people,

entirely devoid of religion: 1If you find them at

all, be affured, that they are but few degrees
- removed from brutes.

WHAT fo pure as fome of the morals, in-
cluded in fome theolegical fyftems? What fo
corrupted as fome of -the pra&ices, to which
thefe fyftems give rife 2

THE comfortable views, exhibited by the
 belief of futurity,” are. ravifhing and delightful.
But how quickly vanith, on the appearance of
its terrors, which keep a more firm and durable
pofleflion of the human mind ?

THE whole is a riddle, an aeﬁigma, an.inex;
plicable myftery. Doubt, uncertainty, fufpence

-~
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of judgment appear the only refult of our moft
accurate fcrutiny, concerning this fubjeét. But
fuch is the frailty of human reafon, and fuch
the irrefiftible contagion of opinion, that even
this deliberate doubt could fcarce be upheld;
did we not enlarge our view, and oppofing one
{pecies of fuperftition to another, fet them a
quarreling ; - while we ourfclves, dunng their
fury and contention, happily make our efcape,

into the calm, tho’ obfcure, regions of phi-
lofopby.
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DISSERTATION I
Of the Paffions,

SECT. L

n S OME obje@ts produce immediately an

agreeable fenfation, by the original fruc-
ture of our organs, and are thence denominated
‘Goom; as others, from their immediate dif-
agreeable fenfation, acquire the appellation of
Evic. Thus moderate warmth i agreeable
and good 3 exceffive heat painful and evil,

SomE objeds again, by being naturally con.
formable or contrary to paffion, excite an agree-
able or painful fenfation ; and are thence called
Good or Evil. The punithment of an adver-
fary, by gratifying revenge, is good ; the fick-
nefs of a compagion, by affeting friendfhip,
is evil, ’ ’

.

G ) . 2, AL



ye2 DISSERTATION 1I

2. ALL good or evil, whence-ever it arifes,
produces various paffions and affe&ions, accord--
ing to the light, in which it is furveyed.

WHEN good is certain or very probable, it
produces Joy: When evil is in the fame fitua-
tion, there arifes GRIEF or SORROW,

WHEN eithef,good or evil is uncertain, it
gives rife to FEaRr or Hopg, according to the
degrees of uncertainty on one fide or the other,

DEsire arifes from good confidered fimply ;
and AVERSION, from evil. The WiLL exerts
itfelf, when either the prefence of the good or
abfence of the evil may be attained by any
action of the mind or body.

3. NoNE of thefe paffions feem to contain
any thing curious or remarkable, except Flope
and Fear, which, being derived from the pro-
bability of any good or evil, are mixt paffions,
that merit our attention. .

ProBA-
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- PROBABILITY arifes from an oppofition of
contrary chances or caufes, by which the mind
is not allowed to fix on either fide; but is in-
<eflantly toft from one to another, and in one
moment is determined to confider an objet as
exiftent, and in another moment as the con-
trary. ‘The imagination or underftanding, call
it which you pleafe, flutuates betwixt the op-
pofite views ; and tho’ perhaps it may be oftener
turned to one fide than the other, it is impof-
fible for it, by reafon of the oppofition of caufes
or chances, to reft on either. The pro and con
of the queftion alternately prevail; and. the
mind, furveying the objects in their oppofite
caufes, finds fuch a contrariety as utterly de-
firoys all certainty or eftablifhed opinion.

Suprosk, then, that the object, concerning
which we are doubtful, produces either defire
or averfion; it is evident, that, according as
the mind turns itfelf to one fide or the other, it
muft feel a momentary impreflion of joy or -
forrow. An object, whofe exiftence we defire,
gives fatisfaltion, when we think of thofe
caufes, which produce it; and for the fame rea-
fon, excites grief or uneafinefs, from the oppo-
fite confideration. So that, as the underftanding,

G2 in
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in probable queftions, is divided betwixt the
donitrary peints .of view, the heast muft in the
fame manner be divided betwixt dppefite emo-
#ons. .

. Now, if we confider the human mind, we
fhall obferve, that, with regard to the paffions,
it is not like a wind-inftrumeént of mufic,
which, in running over all the notes, im-
mediately lofes the found when the breath
acafes ; but rather refembles a ftring-inftrument,
where, after each flroke, the vibrations ftill
retain fome found, which gradually and infen-
fibly ‘decays; ‘The imaginatien is extremely
quick and agile; but the paffions, in compari- |
fon, are flow and reftive: For which reafon,
when any obje& is prefented, which affords a
variety of viaws to the one and emotions to the
other; tho’ the fancy may change its views
with great celerity; each ftroke will not pro-
duce a clear and difin& note of paffion, but the
one paffion will always be mixt and ¢onfounded
with the other.  According as the probability
inclines-to good or evil, the paffion of grief or
joy predominates in the compofition; and thefe
paﬂions, bemg mtcrmmgled by means of the

contmy
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contrary views of the imagination, produce by
the union the paffions-of hope or fear.

4. As this theory feems to carry its own evi-
dence along with it, we thall be more concife
in our proofs.

Tue paffions of fear and hopé may arife,
when the chances are -equal on both fides, and
no fuperiority can be difcovered in one above
the other. Nay, in this fituation the paffions
are rather the ftrongeft, as the mind has then
the leaft foundation to reft upon, ‘and is toft
with the greateft uncertainty. Throw in a fu-
perior degree of probability to the fide of grief,
'you immediately fee that paffion diffufe itfelf
‘over-the compofition, ahd tincture it into fear.
Encreafe the probability, and by that mveans the
grief ; the fear prevails ftill more and more, til
at lat it runs infenfibly, 2s the joy continually
diminifhes, imto pure grief. After you have
brought it to th¥s fituation, diminith the grief,
by a contrary operation to that, which encreafed
ity to wit, by diminifhing the probability on the
melancholy fide; and you-will fee the paffion
dlear every moment, till it changes infenfibly

G 3 into
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into hope; which again runs, by flow degrees,
into joy, as you encreafe that part of the com-
pofition, by the encreafe of the probability.
Are not thefe as plain proofs, that the paffions
of fear and hope are mixtures of grief and. joy,
as in optics it is a proaf, that a coloured ray of
the fun, paffing thro’ a prifm, is a compofition
of two others, when, as you diminith or en-
creafe the quantity of either, you find it prevail
proportionably, more ot lefs, in the compo-
fition 2

5. Pro3ABILITY isof two kinds ; either when
the object is itfelf uncertain, and to be deter-
mined by chance; or when, tho’ the objeét be
already certain, yet is it uncertain to our judg-
ment, which. finds a number of proofs or pre-
fumptions on each fide of the queftion. Both
thefe kinds of probability caufe fear and hope,
which muft proceed from. that property, m
which they agree; to wit,. the uncertainty and‘
.BuQuation which they beftow oa the paffion, |
by that costraricty of. vwm which is commen

tnboth.
6 h”
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6. It is a probable good'or evil, which com-
mbnly caufes hope or fear ; becaufe probabilityy
producing an inconftant and wavering furvey of
an objeét, occafions naturally a like mixture
and " uncertainty of paffion. But we may ob-
ferve, that, wherever, from other caufes, this
mixture can be produced, the paffions of fear
and hope will arife, even tho’ there be no pro-
bability.

AN evil, conceived as barely poffible, fome-
times produces fear; efpecially if the evil be
very great. A man cannot think of exceflive
pain and torture without trembling, if he runs-
the leaft rifque of fuffering them. The fmall-
nefs of the probability is compenfated by the:
greatnefs of the evil,

BuT even impoffible evils caufe fear; -as when:
‘ we tremble on the brink of a precipice, the’
we know ourfelves to be in perfe@ fecurity,.
‘and have it in our choice, whether we will ad—
vance 4 ftep farther. The immediate prefence:
of the evil influences the imagination and pro-
duces a fpecies of belief; but being oppofed by
the refle€tion on our fecurity, that belief is im-

G4 mediately.
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mediately retraéted, and caufes the fame kind of
paflion, as when, from 2 contrariety of chances,
-contrary paffions are produced. .

Evirs, which are eertain, have fometimes
the fame effe&t as the poffible or impoffible. A
man, in a ftrong prifon, without the lcaft
means of efcape, trembles at the thoughts of the
rack, to which he is {entenced, The evil is
hére fixed in itfelf ; but the mind has not cou-
rage to fix upon it; and this fluStuation gives
‘sife to a paffion of a fimilar sppearance with
" fear.

5. BuT it is not only where good or evil'is
uncertain as to its eziffence, but alfo as to its
#ind, that fear or hope arifes. If amry one were
told, that one of his fons is fuddenly killed ; the
‘paflion, occafioned by this event, would not
* fettle into grief, till he got certain information,
~which. of his fons he had loft. Tho® each fide,
“of the quetion produces here the fame paffion ;
-that paffion cannot fettle, but receives from the
‘imagination, which is unfixt, a tremulous, un-
“fteddy motion, refembling the mixture and con-
“tention of grief and joy. -
8. THus
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8. Tuuy all kinds of uncerfainty have a
firong conrzxion with fean, ovea the’ they do
not caufe any oppofition of pafions, by the op-
pofite views, which they prefent tows. Should
I leave 2 friend in any malady, 1 fhonld feel -
more anxiety upon his accbunt, than if he were
prefent ; tho’ perhaps I am not only incapable
of giving him affiftance, but likewife of judging
concerning the event of his ficknefs, There
are a thoufand little circumftances of his fitua-
tion and condition, which I defire to know;
and the knowledge of them would prevent that
flu@uation amd uncertainty, fo nearly allied to
fear, Horace has remarked this pha2nomenon :

Ut affidens emplusmibos puilus avis
Serpertim allapfus times,

Aagis relidtis ; momy ut adfit, auxilf
Latura plus prefentibus,

A VIRGIN on her bridal-night goes to bed
full of fears and apprehenfions, tha’ fhe expe@s
nothing bat pleafure. The confufion of withes
and joys, the newneft and greatnefs-of the un-
‘known evenmt, fo emburrafs the mind, that it
‘knows net in what image or paffion to fix itfelf.

Gs 9. Cox- -
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g. ConcraNING the mixture of affeQions,.

we may remark, in general, that when contrary
paffions arife from obje&s no way conne&ed to-
gether, they take place alternately. Thus-when

_a man is affli@ed for the lofs of a law-fuit, and
Jjoyful for the birth of a fon,. the mind, running
from the agreeable to.the calamitous object;
with whatever celerity it may perform this
motion, can fcarcely temper the one affe&tion
with the other, and remain betwixt them in.a
flate of indifference..

It more eafily attains- that calm fituation,
when the fame event is.of a mixt nature, and
contains fomething adverfe and fomething pro-

fperous. in its different circumftances.. For in:

that cafe, both the paflions, mingling with each

K “ether. by means of the relation, often.hecome:

mutually deftru&tive, and leave the mind in.

perfe& tranquillity.

BuT fuppofe, that the obje& is not-a com-
pound of good and evil, but is confidered as
probable or improbable in any degree; in that
cafe, the contrary paflions will both of them be
prefent atonoe in the foul, and inftead of bal-

lancing:
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Tancing and tempering each other, will fubfift:
together, and by their union, produce a third:
impreffion or affe¢tion, fuch as hope or fear.

THE influence of the relations-of ideas (which:
we fhall afterwards explain more fully) is plainly-
feen in this affair. In contrary paffions, if the
.objets be torally different, the paflions are like
two oppofite liquors in different bottles, which.
have no influence on each other. If the objeéts
be intimately connecied, the paflions are jike an
akali or an acid, which, being mingled, de-
ftroy each other. If the relation be more im-
- perfe&t, and confifts in the contradictory views-
of the fame obje&, the paffions are like oil and:
vinegar, which, however mingled, never per-
fe&ly unite and incorporate.

THE effe® of a mixture of paffions, when:

one of them is predominant and {fwallows up the:
other, fhall be explained afterwards. .

G6 SECT..
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3. BESIDES thofe paffions abovemen-
‘tioned, which arife from a dire& purfuit of good
and averfion to evil, there are others of a more
complicated nature, and imply more than one
'view or confideration. Thus Prideis a certain
fatisfaltion in ourfelves, on account of fome ac-
complithment or pofleffion, which we enjoy :
Humility, on the other hand, is a diffatisfation
with ourfelves, on account of fome defect or
‘infirmity.

Love or Friendfbip is a complacency in an-
other, on atcount of his accomplifhments or fer-
vices : Hatred, the contrary.

2. IN thefe two fets of paffions, there is an
obvious diftin&ion to be made betwixt the ob-
jett of the paffion and its caufe. The obje& of
pride and humility is felf: The caufe of the
paffion is fome excellence in the former cafe;
fome fault, in the Jatter. The obje& of love
ang hatred is fome other perfon: The caufes,

. in
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‘in like manner, are cither excellencies or
faults.

WiTH regard to afl thefe paffions, the caufes
are what excite the emotion; the obje& is what
the mind dire@s its view to whén the emotion
is excited. Our merit, for inftance, raifes pride;
and it is effential to pride to turn our view.on
ourfelf with complacency and fatisfa@ion,

Now as the caufes of thefe paffions are very
numerous and various, tho’ their obje& be uni-
form and fimple; it may be a fubje@ of curio-
fity to confider, what that circumftance is, in
which all thefe various caufes agree ; or, in other
words, what.is the real, efficient caufe of the
paffion. We fhall begin with pride and hu-
mility. ‘

3. Inorderto cxplain the caufes of thefe paft
fions, we muft refle&t on certain properties,
which, tho’ they have a mighty influence on
every operation, both of the underftanding and
paffions, are not commonly much infifted on
by philefophers. The firft of thefe is the affe-
ciation of ideas, or that principle, by which we

’ make
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make an eafy tranfition from one idea to another.
However uncertain and changeable our thoughts
may be, they are not entirely without rule and
method: in. their changes. They, ufually pafs
with regularity, from one obje&, to what re-
fembles it, is contiguous. to it,. or produced by
it*. When one idea is prefent to.the imagina-
.tion ; any other, united by. thefe relations,. na-
turally.follows it, and enters with more facility,
by means of that introduction.

THE fecond property,. which I fhall obferve
in the human mind, is a like aflociation of. im-
preffions or emotions. Al refembling impref-
fions are. connected together; and no fooner
one arifes, than the reft naturally follow. Grief
and difappointment gjve rife to.anger, ,anger to
envy, envy to malice, and malice to grief again,
In like manner, our temper, when elevated
with joy, naturally throws itfelf into love, ge-
nerofity, courage, pride, and other refembling:
affetions.

In the third place, it is obfervable of thefe-
two kinds of aflociation, . that. they very much

3. See philofophical Effays, Effay iii.- )
afhit.

<
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afift and forward each other, and that the
tranfition is more eafily made, where they both
concur in the fame obje&. Thus,.a man, who,
by any injury from another, is very much dif-
compofed and ruffled in his temper, is apt to
find a bundred. fubjects of hatred, difcontent,
impatience, fear, and other uneafy paflionss
efpecially,. if he can difcover thefe. fubje@s in
or near the perfon, who was the obje&t of his
firft emotion. Thofe principles, which forward
the tranfition of ideas, here concur with thofe,
which operate on the paffions ; and both, unit-
ing in one ation, beftow on the. mind a.double

impulfe.

Uron this oecafion, I'may cite-a paflage from
an elegant writer,. who exprefles himfelf in the
following manner *. ¢ As the fancy delights
¢ in every thing, that is great, ftrange, or-
¢ beautiful, and is ftill the more pleafed.the -
« more it finds of thefe_perfections in the Jame
 objedt, fo it.is capable.of receiving new fatis-
« faQion by the affiftance of another fenfe,
¢ Thus, any continued found, as the mufic of -
¢ birds, or a fall of waters, awakens every

» Addifon, Spe@iator, No 41z.. -
¢ moment.
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¢¢ momient the mind of the beholder, and makes
¢ him more attentive to the fevéral beauties of
¢ the place, that li¢ before him. Thus, if
s¢ there arifes a fragrancy of fmells or perfumes,
« they heighten the pleafure of the imagination,
¢ and make even the colours and verdure of
“ the landfcape appear more agrecable; for the
¢ ideas of both fenfes recommend each other,
¢¢ and are pleafanter together than where they
¢ enter the mind feparately : As the different
¢ colours of a pi€ture, when they are well dif-
s pofed, fet off one another, and receive an
s« additional beauty from the advantage of the
¢¢ fituation.”” In thefe phznomena, we may
remark the affociation both of impreffions and
ideas ; as well as the mutual affiftance thefe af-
fociations lend to each other.”

4. It feems to me, that both thefe fpecies
of relation have place in producing Pride or
Humility, and are the real, efficient caufes of
the paflion. ’

WitH regard to the firft relatiom that of
ideas, there can be no queftion. Whatever

we are proud of, muft, in fome manner, be-
long
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long to us. It is always our knowledge, our
fenfe, beauty, poffeflions, family, on which we
value ourfelves. Self, which is the objec? of
the paffion, muft flill be related to that quality
or circumftance, which ceufes the paffion.
There muft be a connexion betwixt them; an
ealy tranfition of the imagination; or a facility
of the conception in pafling from one to the
other.  Where this connexion is wanting, no
obje& can either excite pride or humility; and
the more you weaken the connexion, the more
you weaken the paffion.

5. THE only fubje& of enquiry is, whether
there be a Iike relation of impreffions or fenti-
ments, wherever pride or humility is felt;
whether the circumftance, which caufes the paf-
fion, produces antecedently a fentiment fimilar
" to the paffion; and whether there be an eafy

transfufion of the one into the other. ’

THE feeling, or fentiment of pride is agree-
able; of humility, painful. An agreeable fen-
fation is, therefore, related to the former; a
painful, to the latter. And if we find, after
examination, that every obje&, which produces

' pride,
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. .pride, produces alfo a feparate pleafure;. and .
every obje&t, that caufes humility, excites in
.Tike manner a feparate uneafinefs; we muft al-
low, in that cafe, that the prefent theory is fully
bro,vcd' and afcertained. The double relation
of ideas and fentiments will be acknowledged
inconteftible.

6. To begin with perfonal merit and demesit,
the moft obvious caufes of thefe paffions; it
would be entirely foreign to our prefent purpofe
to examine the foundation of moral diffinc-
tions, It is fufficient to obferve, that the fore-

_going theary concerning the origin of the paf-
fions may be defended on any hypothefis. * The
moft probable fyftem, which has been advanced
to explain the difference Betwixt vice and’ vir-

tue, is, that either from a primary conftitution
of nature, or from a fenfe of public or private

_intereft, certain charaQers, upon the very view
and contemplation, produce uneafinefs; and

. others, in like manner, excite pleafure. The

" uneafinefs and fatisfalion, produced in the fpec-

"tatos, are effential to vice and virtue. To ap-
prove of a charaer, is to feel a delight upon its
appearance.. To difapprove of it, is. to be fen-

" fible
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£ble of an uneafinefs. The pain and pleafurs,
-therefore, being, in a manner, the primary
fource of blame or praife, muft alfo be the
caufes of all their effeéts ; and confequently, the
caufes of pride and humility, which are the un-
.avoidable attendants of that diftinétion.

BuT fuppofing this theory of morals thould

not be received;. it is ftill- evident, that pain and
pleafure, if not the fources of moral diftin&ions,
are at leaft infeparable from them. A gene-
rous and noble charalter affords a fatisfaction
.even in the furvey ; and when prefented to us,
#ho’ only in a-poem or fable, never fails to
charm and delight us. On the other hand,
cruelty and treachery difpleafe from their very
nature ;. nor is it poflible ever to reconcile usto |
_thefe qualities,. either in ourfelves or others..
Virtue, therefore,. produces always a pleafure
diftin& from. the pride or felf fatisfaction, which
attends it: Vice,an uneafinefs feparate from the
humility. or remorfe.

Bu a high or low conceit of ourfelves arifes-
not from thofe qualities alone of the mind, which,
according to common fyftems of ethics, have
been defined parts of moral duty; but from any-

other,,
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other, which have a connexion with pleafure

or uneafinefs. Nothing flatters our vanity more
than- the talent of pleafling by our wit, good
- humour, or any other accomplithment; and
nothing gives us a more fenfible mortification,
than a difappointment in any attempt of that
kind. No one has ever been able to tell pre-
cifely, what wit is, and to thew why fuch a
fyftem of thought muft be received under that
denomination, and fuch another rejedted. Itis
by tafte alene we can decide concerning it; nor
are we pofleft of any other ftandard, by which
we can form a judgment of this nature. Now
. whatis this taffe, from which true and falfe wit
in a manner receive theit being, and without
which no thought can have a title to either of
- thefe denominations? It is plainly nothing but
-a fenfation of pleafure from true wit, and of dif-
‘guft from falfe, without our being able to tell
the reafons of that fatisfaion or uneafinefs.
The power of exciting thefe oppofite fenfations
is, therefore, the very eflence of true or falfe
wit ; and confequently, the caufe of that vanity
or mortification, which arifes from one or the
_other.

7. BeavTty
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7. BeAuTy of all kinds gives us a peculiar-
delight and fatisfaCtion ; as deformity produces
pain, upon whatever fubje& it may be placed,
and whether furveyed in an animate orinanimate
object. If the beauty or deformity belong to
our own face, fhape, or perfon, this pleafure
or uneafinefs is converted into pride or humility;
as having in this cafe all the circumftances re-
quifite to produce a perfe& tranfition, accord-
ing to.the prefent theory.

It would feem, that the very eflfence of
beauty confifts in its power of producing plea-
fure. All its effeéls, therefore, muft proceed
from this circumftance: And if beauty is fo uni-
verfally the fubje& of vanity, it is only from its
being the caufe of pleafure.

ConcerNiNG all other bodily accomplifh-
ments, We may obferve in general, that what-
ever in ourfelves is either ufeful; beautiful, or
furprizing, is an obje& of pride ; and the con-
trary, of bumility. Thefe qualities agree in
producing a fepasate pleafure ; and agree in no-
thing elie.

We
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We are vain of the furprizing adventures
which we have met with, the efcapes which we -
have made, the dangers to which we have been
expoféd; as well as of our furprifing feats of
vigour and a&ivity. Hence the origin of vul-
gar lying; where men, without any intereft,
and merely out of vanity, heap up a number of.
extraordinary events, which are cither the fic-
tions -of their brain or, if true, have no con-
nexion with themfelves. Their fruitful inven-
tion fupplies them with a variety of adventures;
and where that talent is wanting, they appro-
priate fuch as belong to others, in order to gra-
tify their vanity: For betwixt that paffion, and
the fentiment.of pleafure, there is always a clofe
connexion.

8. But tho’ pride and humility have the
qualities of our mind-and body, that is, of felf, '
for their natural and more imimediate caufess
we find by experience, that many other objeéts

_ produce thefe “affettions. We found vanity
upon houfes, gardens, equipage, and other ex-
ternal objects;-as well as. upon perfonal ‘merit
and accomplifhments. This happens when ex~

temal objeéts acquire any particular relation to
ourfelves,
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ourfelves, and are affociated or connected with
us. A beautiful fith in the ocean, a well pro-
portioned animal in a foreft, and indeed any
thing, which neitber belangs nor is related to
us, has no manner. of influence on-our vanity ;
whatever extraordinary qualities it may be en-,
dowed with, and whatever degree of furprize
and admiration it may naturally occafion, It
muft be fomeway affociated with us, in order to
touch our pride. It's idea muft hang, in a man-
ner, upon that of ourfelves; -and the- tranfition
from one to the other muit be eafy and natural,

MEeN are vain of the beauty cither of their
country, or their county, or even of their parifh,
Here the idea of beauty plainly produces a plea-
fure. This pleafure is.related to pride. The
obje& or caufe of this pleafure is, by the fuppo-
fition, related to felf, the object of pride. By
this double relation of fentiments and ideas, F
tranfition is made from one to the other,

MEN are alfo vain of the temperature of the
climate, in which they are born; of the ferti-
lity of their native foil; of the goodnefs of the
wines, fruits, or vi€tuals, produced by it; of
the foftnefs or force of their language, with

2 T other
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other particulars of that kind, Thefe objects
bave plainly a reference to the pleafures of the
fenfes, and are originally confidered as agree-
able to the feeling, tafle, or hearing. How
could they become caufes of pride, except by
means of that tranfition above explained ?

THuErE are fome, who difcover a vanity of
an oppofite kind, and affe&t to depreciate theit
own country, in comparifon of thofe, to which
they have travelled. ‘Thefe perfons find, when
they are at home, and furrounded with their
countrymen, that the flrong relation betwixt
them and their own nation is thar’d with fo
many, that it is in a manner loft to them;
whereas, that diftant relation to a foreign coun-
' try, which is formed by their having feen it,
and lived in it, is augmented by their confider-
ing how few have done the fame.  For this rea«
fon, they always admire the beauty, utility,

and rarity of what they have met with abread, -

above what they find at.home.

SiNcE we can be vain of a country, climate,

" or any inanimate obje, which bears a relation
to us; it is no wonder we fhould be vain of the
qualities of thefe, Who are conme@ed with us
b by
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by blood or friendfhip. Accordingly we find,
that any qualities, which, when belonging to our-
felf, produce pride, produce alfo, in a lefs degree,
the fame affection, when difcovered in perfons,
related to us. The beauty, addrefs, merit,
credit, and honours of their kindred are cares
fully difplayed by the proud, and are confider-
able fources of their vanity.

As we are proud of riches in ourfelves, we
defite, in order to gratify our vanity, that every
one, who has any connexion with us, thould
likewife be pofleft of them, and are athamed of
fuch as are mean or poor among our friends and
relations. OQur forefathers being conceived as
our neareft relations; every one naturally affects
1o be of a good family, and to be defcended
from a long fucceffion of rich and honourable
anceftors. '

T HOSE, who boaft of theantiquity of their fa-
milies, are glad when they can join this circum-
ftance, that their anceftors, for many generations,
have been uinnterrupted proprietors of the fame
portion of land, and that their family has never
changed its pofleffions, or been tranfplanted into
any other cou}xty or province, It is an additional

fubje&
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fubje of vanity, when they can boaft, that thefe
poflefions have been tranfmitted thro’ a defcent,
«compofed entirely of males, and that the ho-
nours and fortune have never paft thro’ any fe-
male. “Let us endeavour to explain thefe phe-
romena from the foregoing theory.

WHEN any one values himfelf on the
antiquity of his family, the fubje&s of his va-
mity are not merely the . extent of time and
number of anceftors (for in that refpe& all
mankind are alike) but thefe circumftances,
joined to the riches and credit of his ancel-
tors, which are fuppofed to refleét a luftre on
himfelf, upon account of his connexion with
them.. Since therefore the paffion depends on
the connexion, whatever ftrengthens the con-
nexion muft alfo encreafe the pafion, and what-
ever weakens the connexion muft diminifh the
paffion. But it is evident, that the famenefs of
the poffeflions muft ftrengthen the relation of
ideas, arifing from- blood and kindred, and con-
vey the fancy with greater facility from one ge-
neration to another; from the remoteft ance-
ftors to their pofterity, who are both their heirs
and their defcendants. By this facility, the fenti-
‘ment is tran{mitted more entire, and excites a
greater degree of pride and vanity.

THE
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THEe cafe is the fame with the tranfmiffion of
the honours and fortune, thro’ a fucceffion of
males, without their pafling thro’ any female.
It is an obvious quality of human nature, that
the imagination naturally turns to whatever is
important and confiderable; and where two
objeéts are prefented, a fmall and a great, it
ufually leaves the former, and dwells entirely
on the latter. This is the reafon, why children
commonly bear their fathers name, and are
efteemed to be of a nobler or meaner birth, ac-
cording to his family. And tho’ the mother
fthould be poffeft of fuperior qualities to the
father, as often happens, the gemeral rule” pre-
vails, notwithftanding the exception, according
to the doctrine, which fhall be explained after-
wards. Nay, even when a fuperibrity of any
kind'is fo great, or when any other reafons
have fuch an effe®, as to make the children
rathdr reprefent the mother’s family than the! fa-
ther’s, the general rule ftill retains an efficacy,
fuflicient to weaken the relation, and make a
kind of breach in the line of anceftors. The.
imagination runs not along them with the fame
facility, nor i able to transfer the honour and
credit of the anceftors to their pofterity of the
fame name and family fo readdy, as when-the
: Ha tranfition
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tranfition is conformable to the general rules,

and pafles thro’ the male line, from father to fon,
or from brother to brother,

" g. BuT property, as it gives us the fulleft
" power and authority over any object, is the re-
lation, which has the greateft influence on thefe
paffions, A ' -

EvERY thing, belonging to a vain man, is the
_ beft that is any where to be found. His houfes,
equipage, furniture, cloaths, horfes, hounds, ex-
cel all others in his conceit; and it is cafy to
obferve, that, from the leaft advantage in any
of thefe, he draws a new fubjeét of pride and
vanity. His wine, if you will believe him, has
a finer flavour than any other; his cookery is
more exqunﬁtc 3 his table more orderly, his
fervants more expert; the air, in which he
. lives, more liealthful; the foil, which he . culti-
vates, more fertile; his fruits ripen earlier, and
in greater perfetion : Such a thing is remark-
able for it’s novelty ; fuch another for it’s anti-
quity: This is the workmanthip of a famous
. artift ; that belonged once to fuch a prince or
great man. All objeis, in a word, which are

ufeful,
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wufeful, beautiful, or furprizing, or are related
to fuch, may, by means of property, give rifé
to this paffion. ‘Thefe all agree in giving plea- -
fure. ‘This alone is common to them; and
therefore muft be the quality, that produces the

. paffion, which is their common effe®. As
every new inftance is a new argument, and as
the inftances are here without number ; it would
feem, that this theory is fufficiently confirmed
by experience.

Ricues imply the power of acquiring what:
ever is agreeable; and as they comprehend
many particular obje&s of vanity, neceffarily
become one of the chief caufes of that
paflion.

10. OuR opinions of all kinds are ftrongly
affe@ed by fociety and fympathy, and it is al-
moft impoffible for us to fupport any principle
or fentiment, againft the univerfal confent of -
every one, with whom we have any friendfhip
or correfpondence. But of all our opinions,
thofe, which we form in our own favour; how-
ever lofty or prefuming; are, at bottom, the
fraileft, and the moft eafily fhaken by the con-

H3 tradiction
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tradiction and oppofition of others. Our great
concern, in this cafe, makes us foon alaymed,
and keeps our paffions upon the watch: Our
confcioufnefs of partiality ftill makes us dread a
miftake: And the very difficulty of judging con-
cerning an objet, which is never fet at a due
diftance from us, nor is feen in a proper point
of view, makes us hearken anxioully to the
opinions of others, who are better qualified to
form juft opinions concerning us. Hence thas
ftrong love of fame, with which all mankind
are pofleft. It -is in order to fix and confirm
their favourable opinion of themfelves, not from
any original paffion, that they feek the applaufes
of others.  And when a man defires to be
praxfed it is for the fame reafon, that a beauty
is pleafed with furveying herfelf in a favorable
looking-glafs, and feeing the reflexion of her
own charms. .

,Tn_o’ it be difficult in all points of fpecula-
tion to diftinguifh a caufe, which encreafes an
effe&, from one, which folely produces it; yet
in the prefent cafe the phznomena feem pretty
ftrong and fatisfatory in confirmation of the
foregoing principle,

We
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W g receive a much grester fatisfa@ion fram

the approbation of thofe, whom we . ourfelves

efteem and approve of, than of thofe, whom
we contemn and defpife.

' WHEY efteem is obtained after a’lox;g~an¢
intimate acquaintance, it gratifies our vanity in
2 peculiar manner.

Tue fuffrage of thofe, who are fhy and
backward in giving praife, is attended with ag
additional relith and enjoyment, if we can ob-
tajn it in our favour.

WHERE a great man is nice in bis choice oﬁ
favourites, every one courts with greater earnefl-
nefs his countenance and proteétion,

 Paaxsg neves gives us much pleafure, unlefs-
" it concur with our own opinion, and. extol vs
for thofc qualitiss, in which we chicfly exce].

Turse phanomena feem to prove, that
the favourable ppinions of others gre regarded
only as authorities, or as confirmations of our
owa opinion, And if they bave more influ-
¢ace in this fubje@ than in any other, it is

H 4 eafily
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cafily accounted for from the nature of the
fubjed.

~

11. TnHus few objeQs, however related to
us,-and whatever pleafure they produce, are
able to excite a great degree of pride or felf-fa-
tisfaltion ; unlefs they be alfo obvious to others,
and engage the approbation of the fpeftators.
‘What difpofition of mind fo defirable as the
peaceful, refigned, contented ; which readily
fubmits to all the difpenfations of providence,
and preferves 2 conftant- ferenity amidft the
greatett misfortunes and difappointments? Yet
this difpofition, tho’ acknowledged to be a vir-
tue or excellence, is feldom the foundation of
great vanity or felf-applaufe; having no brilliant
or exterior luftre, and rather cheering the heart,
than animating the behaviour and éonverfation,
‘The cafe is the fame with many other qualities ~
of the mind, body, or fortune; and this cit
cumftance, as well as the double relations above
mentioned, muft be admitted to be of confe-
quence in the produion of thefe paffions.

A seconn circumftance, which is of confe-
‘quence in this affair, is the conftancy and durz-
. : tion
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“tion of the obje&. What is very cafual and in-
conftant, beyond the common courfe of human
affairs, gives little joy, and lefs pride. We
are.not much fatisfied with the thing itfelf; and-
-are ftill lefs apt to feel any new degree of felf-
fatisfadtion upon its account. We forefee and'
anticipate its change; whichi makes us litde
fatisfied with the thing itfelf : We compare-it.
to ourfelves, whofe exiftence is more durablé;
by which means its inconftancy appears flill
greater. It feems ridiculous to make ourfelves-
the object of a paffion, on account of a quality
or pofleflion, which is of fo much fhorter dura-
tion, and attends us during fo {fmall.a part. of:
eur exiftence.. '

-A -THIRD circumffance, not to be neglected,.
is, that'the objeéts, in order to produce pride.
or felf-value, muit be peculiar to us, or at leaft,
common to us with a few others. The advan-
tages of fun-fhine, weather, climate, &c.-di~-
ftinguith us net from any of our companions,
and give us no preference or fuperiority.. The
comparifon, which we are every moment apt to
make, prefents no inference to our advantage.;
and we ftill:remain, notwithftanding thefe en-

Hs joyments,

H
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joyments, on a Jevel with all our frignds-and
acquaintance.

As health and fickne(s vary inceflantly to all
. men, and there is no one, who is folely or cex-
“tainly fixed in either; thefe accidental bleffings
“and calamities are in a manper feparated fram
- us, and are not confidered as a foundation for
vanity or humiliation. But wherever a malady
. of any kind is fo rooted in our conftitution, that
. we no longer entertain any hopes of recovery,
from thag momens it damps our felf-conceit ; as
'is evident in old men, whom nothing mortifies.
.more than the confideration of their age and in-
firmities. 'They endeavour, as long as poflible,
to conceal their blindnefs and deafnefs, their
rheums and gouts ; nor do they ever avow them
- without relu@ance and uneafines. And the’
young men are not athamed of every head-ach
or cold which they fall into ; yet no topic is more
. praper to mortify human pride, and make us
entertain a2 mean opinion of our nature, than'
this, that we are every moment of our lives fub-
Jeé to fuch iofirmities. This proves, that bo-
dily pain and ficknefs are in themfelves proper
caufes of humility ; tho’ the cuftom of eftimat-
‘mgevcrx thing, by comparifon, more than by
b ¢ its
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fts intrinfic worth and value, makes us over-
look thofe calamities, which we find incident
to every one, and caufes us to form an idea of
our merit and charater, independent of them.

We are athamed of fuch maladies as affe®
others, and are either dangerous or difagreeable
so them. Of the epilepfy ; becaufe it gives a-
borror to every one prefent: Of the itch; be-
caufe it is infeQious : Of the king’s evil ; be-
caufe it often goes to pofterity. Men al-
ways confider the fentiments of others in therr
judgment of themfelves. ’

A FouRrRTH circumftance, which has an in~
fluence on thefe paffions, is general rules ; by
‘which we form a notion of different ranks of
men, fuitable to the power or riches of which
the'y are poffeft ; and this notion is not changed
by any peculiarities ‘of the health.or temper of
“the perfons, “which may deprive them of all:
-enjoyment in their poffeffions. Cuftom rea-
dily. carries us beyond the juft bounds in our
paffions, as well as in our reafonings..”
? . A A

It may not be amifs to"obferve on'this occi~-
ﬁon, that the influence of general rules and
‘ .. ) H6 maxims-
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maxims on the paffions very much contributes
to facilitate the effeéls of all the principles or
internal mechanifm, which we here explain.
For it feems evident, that, if a perfon full-
grown, and of the fame nature with ourfelves,
‘were on a fudden tranfported into our world,
he would be very much embarrafied with every
_obje&, and would not readily determine what
degree of love or hatred, of pride or humility,
or of any other paffion fhould be excited by it.
The paffions are often varied by very incon-
fiderable principles; and thefe do not always
play with perfe& regularity, efpecially on the
the firft tryal. But-as cuftom or pradtice has
_brought to light all thefe principles, and. has
fettled the juft value of every thing; this muft
certainly contribute to the eafy produ&ion of
- the paffions, and guide us, by means of general
eftablifhed rules, in the proportions, which we
ought to obferve in prefering one obje& to
another. This remark may, perhaps, ferve to
_obviate difficulties, that may arife concerning
fome caufes, which we here afcribe to particular
paffions, and which may be eftecemed too re-
fined to operate fo univerfally and certainly, as
they are found to do.

SECT.,
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SECT. IIL

1. IN running over all the caufes, which
produce the paffion of pride or that of humility 3
it would readily occur, that the fame circum-
flance, if transferred from ourfelf to another .
‘perfon, would render him the object of love or
hatred, efteem or contempt. The virtue, ge-
- nius, beauty, family, riches, and authority of
others beget favourable-fentiments in their be-
half ; and their vice, folly, deformity, poverty,
and meannefs excite the contrary fentiments,
The double relation of impreflions and ideas
ftill operateson thefe paflions of love and hatred ;

as on the formér of pride and humility, What-
"ever gives a feparate pleafure or pain, and is re-

lated to another perfon or conneted with him,

makes him the obje& of our affeion or difguft,

Hence too injury or contempt is one of the .

greateft fources of hatred ; fervices or eftcem of
friendfhip. - '

2. SoMEs
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2. SOMETIMES a relation to ourfelf excites
affe@ion towards any perfon. But there is al- -
ways here implied a relation of fentiments,
_without which the ather relation would have no
influence *, .

A PERsON, who is related to us, or con-
-ne&ed with us, by blood, by fimilitude of for-
tune, of adventures, profeflion, or country,
foon becomes an agreeable companion to us;

- becaufe we enter eafily and familiarly into his
fentiments and conceptions: Nothing is ftrange
‘or new to us: Our imagination, paffing from
felf, which is ever intimately prefent to us,
runs fmoothly along the relation or connexion,
.and conceives with a full fympathy the perfon,
who is nearly related to felf. He renders him-
Jelf immediately acceptable, and is atonce onan
e._afy footing with us: No diftance, no referve
has place, where the perfon introduced is fup-
.pofed fo clofely conneéted with us.

REeLATION has here the fame influence as
cuftom or acquaintance, in exciting affetion ;
8 The affe®ion of parents to children feems founded on an

eriginal inftin@®., ‘The affetion towards other selations de-
‘pendu on the principles here explained, ‘and -
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and from like caufes. The eafe and fatisfaltion,
which, in both cafes, attend our intercourfe or
commerce, is the fource of the friendfhip,

3. THE paffions of love and hatred are al-
ways followed by, or rather conjoined with, be-
nevolence and anger. It is this conjuné¥ion,
which chiefly diftinguifhes thefe affetions from
pride and humility. For pride and humility
are pure emotions in the foul, unattended with
any defire, and not immediately exciting us fo
a&ion. But love and hatred are not compledt
within themfelves, nor reft .in that emotion,

.which they produce; but carry the mind vo
fomething farther. Love is always followed by
a defire of happinefs to the perfon beloved, and
an averfion to his mifery : * As hatred produces
a defire of the mifery, and an averfion to the

-bappinefs of the perfon hated. * Thefe oppofite
defires feem to be originally and primarily con-
joined with the paflians of love and hatred. It

.18 3 cosdhitution of nature, of which we cqn

-give no fasther emphcamn.

-

' 4. Com~
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"4. CoMmpassioN frequently arifes, where
there is no preceding efteem or friendihip; and
compaffion is an uneafinefs in the fufferings of
another. It feems to fpring from the intimate
.and ftrong conception of his fufferings ; and our
.imagination proceeds by degrees, from the
lively idea, to the real feeling of another’s
mifery.

Mavrice and envy alfo arife in the mind
without any preceding hatred or injury; tho’
.their tendency is exadly the fame with that of
" anger and ill-will. - The comparifon of ourfelves
with others feems the fource of envy and malice,
The more unhappy -another is, the more happy
do we ourfelves appear in our own conception..

5. THE fimilar tendency of compaffion to that

of benevolence, and of envy to-anger, forms a
:very clofe relation betwixt thefe two fets of
spaffions ; tho’ of a different kind from that in-
fifted on above. It is not a refemblance of fee]-
ing or fentiment, but a refemblance of tendency
or direction, Its effe®, however, is the fame,
. in producing an affociation of paﬁons. Coms<
. “ paflion
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paflion is feldlom or never felt without fome
mixture of tendernefs or friendthip; and envy
is naturally accompanied with anger or ill-will.
To defire the happinefs of another, from what-
ever motive, is 2 good preparative to affeGtion :
‘And to delight in another’s mifery almoft un-
avoidably begets averfion towards him.

EvEN where intereft is the fource of our con-
cern, it is commonly attended with the fame
confequences. A partner is a natural object of
friendfhip ; a rival of enmity.

6. PovERTY, meannefs, difappointment, pro-
duce contempt and diflike ;. But when thefe mi(-
fortunes are very great, or are reprefented to us
in very ftrong colours, they excite compaffion,
and tendernefs, and friendthip. How is this con-
tradi®ion to be accounted for? The poverty
and meannefs of another, in their common ap-
pearance, gives us uneafinefs, by a fpecies of
imperfe® fympathy; and this uneafinefs pro-
duces averfion or diflike, from the refemblance -
of fentiment. But when we enter more ine
timately into another’s concerns, and wifh for
his happinefs, as well as feel his mifery, friend-

fhip



16s DISSERTATION IIL
thip or good-will arifes, from the fimilar ten-
dency of the indinations.

7. Int refpe&d, there is a mixture of humility,
along with the efteem or affeftion: Ia conr
tempt, a mixture of pride.

THE amorous paffion is ufually compounded

‘of complacency in beauty, a bodily appetite, and
“friendfhip or affe@ion. The clofe relation of
thefe fentiments is very obvious, as well as their
origin from each other,. by means of that rela-
tion. Were there no other phznomenon te
-gecovicile as to the prefent theory, this alone,
mcthmks, were fuficient,

SE CT.
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SECT. 1V,

1. THE prefent theory of the paffions de-
pends entirely on the double relations of fentis
ments and ideas, and the mutual afliftance, which
thefe relations lend to each other. It may not,
therefore, be improper to illuftrate thefe prin-
ciples by fome farther inftances.

. 2. THE virtues, talents, accomplithments,
and pofleflions of athers make us love and effeem:
them : Becaufe thefe objeQs excite a pleatant
fenfation, which is related-to.love; and having
alo a relation oy connexion with the. perfon,
this_unaips of ideas forwards the inion of fentis
Ments, aocesding to the foregoing reafoning.

Bur fuppoke, that the perfon, whom we
Jove, isalfo related to ws, by blood, country,
or friendfhip; it is evident, that a fpecics of
pride mauft alfo be excited by his accompliths
ments and pofleffions; - thdre bming the fame
double relation, which we'hgve all along ine
fifted oo, The perfon is related to ys, or there

is
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is an eafy tranfition of thought from him to us;
and the fentiments, excited by his advantages
and virtues, are agreeable, and confequently
related to pride. Accordingly we find, that
people are naturally vain of the good® qualities
or high fertune of their friends and countrymen.

3- BurT it is obfervable, that, i we reverfe
the osder of the paffions, the fame effec does
net follow. We pafs eafily from love and af-
feQion to pride and vanity ; but not from the
latter paffions to the former, tho' all the rela-
tions be the fame.  We ‘love not thofe related
to. us on account of our own mierit; the’ they
are naturally vain on aecount of our merit.

What' is. 'the .reafon. of this difference? :The"

tranfition-of the imagination to ourfelves,: from
objeéts related to us, is always very eafy; both
on account of the relation, which facilitates the
tranfition, and becaufe we there pafs from re-
moter objefts to thofe which are- contiguous.
‘Butin pafling from ourfelves to objeds, related
to us; tho' the former principle ‘forwards the
sranfition of thought, yet the latter oppofes it;
und confequently therc is not the fame eafy

" transfufion
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transfufion of paffions from pride to love as from
love to pride. '

4. THE virtues, fervices, and fortune of one
man infpire us readily with efteem and affeCtion
for another related tq him. The fon of our
friend is naturally entitled to ouwr friendfhip:

_The kindred -of a very great man value them-
felves, and are valued by others, on account of
that relation. The force of the double relation
is here fully difplayed,

%, THE follewing are inftances of another
kind, where the operation of thefe principles
may ftill be difcovered. Envy arifes from a fu-
periority in others; but it is obfervable, that it
is not the great difproportion betwixt us, which
excites that paffion, but on the contrary, our -
proximity. A great difproportion cuts off the
relation of the ideas, and either keeps us from
comparing ourfelves with what is remote from
us, or.diminifhes the effe&ts of the comparifon.

A PoET is not apt to envy a philofopher or
a poct of a different kind, of a different nation,
or
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or of a different age. All thefe differences, if
they do not prevent, at leaft weaken the cem-
parifon, and confequently the paffion.

T a1s too is the reafon, why-all obje&ts appear
great or little, merely by a tomparifon with
thofe of the fame fpecies. A mountain neither
magnifies nor diminifhes a horfe in our eyes:
But when a. Flemifb and a Welch horfe are feen

together, the one appears greater and the other

lefs, than when viewed apart,

Frowu the fame principle we may account for
that remark of hiftorians, that any party, ina
avil war, or even fadious diviion, always
«<hoofe to call in a foreign enemy at any hazard
rather than fubmit to their fellow-citizens.
Guicciardin applies this remark te the wars in
dialy ; where the relations betwixt the different
. ftates are, properly fpeaking, nothing but of
name, language, and contiguity. Yet evén
thefe relations, when joined with fuperiority,
by making the comparifon more natural, make
it likewife more grievous, and caufe men to
fearch for fome other fuperiority, which may
be attended with no relation, and by that
means, may have a lefs fenfible influence on the
- imagination.



OF THE PASSIONS. 167
imagination. When we cannot break the affo-
«ciation, we feel a ftronger defire to remove thé
fuperiority. This feems to be the reafon, why
travellers, tho’ commonly lavith of their praifes
to the Chinefe and Perfians, take care to depre-
ciate thofe neighbouring nations, ‘which may
ftand upon afooting of rivalthip with their nas °
tive country.

6. THE fine arts afford us parallel inftances.
Should an author compofe a treatife, of which -
one part was ferious and profound, another light
and humourous; every one would condemn fo
firange 2 mixture, and would blame him fot
the negle& of all rules of art and criticifm. Yet
we accufe not Prior for joining his Alma and
Solemen in the fame volume ; tho’ that amiable
poet has fucceeded perfetly in the gaiety of the
one, as well as in the melancholy of the other.
Even fuppofe the reader fhould perufe thefe two
compofitions without any interval, he would
feel little or no difficulty in the change of the
pafions. Why? but becaufe he confiders
thefe performances as-entirely different; and
by that break in the ideas, breaks the progrefs

of
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of the affeQions, and hinders the one from in-
fluencing or contradicting the other.

AN heroic and burlefque defign, united in one
picture, would be monftrous; tho’ we place
two pictures of fo oppofite a charaller in the
fame chamber, and even clofe together, with-

out any fcruple.

. 4. It needs be no matter of wonder, that the
eafy tranfition of the imagination thould have
fuch an influence on all the paflions. - It.is this
very circumftance, which forms all the rela-
tions and connexlons amongﬁ objelts, We
know no real connexion betwixt one thing
and another. We know only, that the idea of
one thing is aflociated with that of another, and
that the imagination makes an eafy tranfition
betwixt them. And as the eafy tranfition of
ideas,and that of fentiments mutually affift each
other; we might beforehand expeét, that this
principle muft have a mighty influence. on all
our intetnal movements and affeGions, And

experience fufficiently confirms the theory.

For
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FoRr, not to repeat all the foregoing inftances :
Suppofe, that [ were travelling with a companion
thro’ a country, to which we are both utter ftran-
gers; it is evident, that, if the profpects be beau- |
tiful, the roads agreeable, and the fields finely
cultivated ; this may ferve to put me in goed
humour, both with myfelf-and fellow-traveller.
But as the country has no connexion with my-
felf or friend, it can never be the immediate
caufe either of felf-value or- of regard to him:
And. therefore, if 1 found not the paflfion on
- fome other obje&, which bears to one of us 2
clofer relation, my emotions are rather to be
confidered as the overflowings of an elevated or
humane difpofition, than as an eftablithed paf-
fion. But fuppofing the agreeable profpect be-
fore us to be furveyed either from his country-
feat or from mine ; this new connexion of ideas
gives a new dire&tion to the fentiment of plea-
fure, proceeding from the profped, and raifes
the emotion of regard or vanity, according to
. the nature of the connexion. There is not
here, methinks, much room for doubt or dif-
ficulty, '

1 SECT.
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SECT. V.

r I'T feems evident, that reafon, ina firi&t
fenfe, as meaning the juagment of truth and
falfhood, can never, of itfelf, be any motive to
the will, and can have no influence but fo far as
it touches fome paffion or affetion. Abfiralt
relations of ideas are the objet of curiofity, not
of volition. And matters of fall, where they
are neither good nor evil, where they neither
excité defire nor averfion, are totally indiffer-
ent;-and whether known or unknown, whe-
ther miftaken or rightly apprehended, cannot
be regarded as any motive to a&on, . -

2. WHAT is commonly, ina popular fenfe,
called reafon, and is fo much recommended in
moral difcourfes, is nothing but a general and a
calm paffion, which takes a comprehenfive and
diftant view of its obje&, and atuates the will,
without exciting any fenfible emotion. "A man,
we fay, is diligent in his profeffion from rea-
fon; that is, froma calm defire of riches and a
fartune. ° A man adheres to juftice from reafon;

that
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that ie, from a calm regard to a charaQer with
him(elf and others.

3. Tre fame objedts, which recommend
themfelves to reafon in this fenfe of the word,
are alfo the objeéts of what we call paffion,
" when they are brought near to us, and acquire
" fome other advantages, either of external fitua-

tion, or copgruity to our internal temper; and
by that means, excite a turbulent and fenfible
emdtion.  Evil, ata great diftance, is avoided,
we fay, -from reafon: Evil, near at hand, pro-
duces averfion, horror, fear, and is the obje&
of paffion.

4. THE common error of metaphyficians has
lain in afcribing the direction of the will entircly
to one of thefe principles, and fuppofing the
other to have no influence. Men often ack
knowingly againft their intereft: It is not there-
fore the view of the greateft poffible good which
always influences them. Men often countera@

a violent paffion, in profecution of their diftant
* interefts and defigns: It is not therefore the pre- .
" fent uncafinefs alone, which determines them.

. Ia In -
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"In general, we may obferve, that both thefe
principles operate on the will; and where they
are contrary, that either of them prevails, ac-
cording to the general chara&er or prefent difpo-

fjtion of the perfon. What we call ffrength of
mind implies the prevalence of the calm paffions
above the violent ; tho’ we may eafily obferve,
that there is no perfon fo conftantly pofleft of

_ this virtue, as never, on any occafion, to yield
to the follicitation of violent affetions arid de-

" fires. From thefe variations of temper proceeds
the great difficulty of deciding concerning the fu-
ture a&tions and refolutions of men, where there
is any contrariety of motives and paffions.

- S8ECT.
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SECT. VL

1. WE fhall here enumerate fome of thofe
circumftances, which render a paffion calm or
violent, which heighten or diminith any emo-
tion. ’

IT is a property in human nature, that any
emotion, which attends a paffion, is eafily con-
verted into it; tho’ in their natures they be
originally different from, and even contrary to
each other. It is true, in order to caufe a per-
fect union amongft paffions, and make one
produce the other, there is always required a
double relation, accordirig to the theory above
delivered. But when two paffiens are already
produced by their feparate caufes, and are both
prefent in the mind, they readily mingle and
unite; tho’ they have but one relation, and
fometimes without any. 'The predominant paf-
fion fwallows up the inferior, and converts it
" into itfelf. ‘The fpirits, when once excited,
eafily receive a change in their dire&ion; and
it is natural to imagine, that this change will
come from the prevailing affe&tion. The con-

I3 . nexion
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nexion is in many cafes clofer betwixt any two
paffions, than betwixt any paﬁion and mdxf-
ference.

WHEN a perfon is once heartily in love, the
little faults and caprices of his miftrefs, the
jealoufies and quarrels, to which that commerce
is fo fubje& ; however unpleafant they be, and
rather conne@ed with anger and hatred; are
yet found, in many inftances, to give additionat
force to the prevailing paffion. It is a common
artifice of politicians, when they would affe&t
"any perfon very much by a matter of fa&, of
which they intend to inform him, firft to excite
his curiofity ; delay as long as poffible the fatif-
fying it; and by that means raife his anxiety
and impatience to the utmoft, before they give
him a full infight into the bufinefs. They know,
that his curiofity will precipitate’ him into the
paffion, which they purpofe to raife, and will
affift the obje&t in its influence on the mind.
A foldier, advancing to battle, is naturally in-
fpired with courage and confidence, when he
thinks on his friends and fellow-foldiers ; and is
ftruck with fear and terror, when he refle@s on
* the enemy. Whatever new emotion, therefore,
procccds frotn the former naturally encreafes

the
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the courage; as the fame emotion proceeding
from the latter, augments the fear, Hence in
martial difcipline, the uniformity and luftre of
habit, the regularity of figures and motions,
with all the pomp and mmajefty of war, encou-
rage ourfelves and our allies; while the fame
objes in the enemy firike terror into us, tho’
agreeable and beautiful in themfelves.

Hopre is, in itfelf, an agreeable paffion, and
allied to friendfhip and benevolence; yet is it
able fometimes to blow up anger, when that is
the predominant paﬂion. S;m addm Ju jcmu
iras. Virg,

2. SiNCE pafions, however independent,
are naturally transfufed into each other, if they
are both prefent at the fame time; it follows,
that when good or evil is placed in fuch a fituas -
tion as to caufe any particular emotion, befides
its direct paffion of defire or averfion, that latter
pafion muft acquire new force and violegce. -

]

3. THis ‘often happens, when ahy obje&t
excites contrary paffions. For it is obfervable,
14 that .
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that an oppofition of paffions commonly caufes
a new emotion in the fpirits and produces more
diforder than the concurrence of any two affec-
tions of equal force. . This new emotion is
eafily converted into the predominant paffion,
and in many inftances, is oblerved to encreafe
its violence, beyond the pitch, at which it would
have arrived, had it met with no oppofition.
Hence we naturally defire what is forbid, and
often take a pleafure in performing actions,
merely becaufe they are unlawful. The notion
of duty, when oppofite to the paflions, is not
always able to overcome them; and when it
fails of that irfluence, is apt rather to encreafe
and irritate them, by producing an oppofition
in our motives and principles.

4. THE fame effect follows, whether the
oppofition arifes . from. .internal motives or ex-
ternal obftacles. The paffion commonly ac-
‘quires new force in both cales. The efforts,
which the mind makes to furmount the obftacle,
excite the fpirits, and enliven the paffion.

5.. Uu'-
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5. UNCERTAINTY has the fame effe& ay
oppofition. The agitation of the thought, the
quick turns which it makes from one view to
‘another, the variety of paffions, which fucceed
each other, according, to the different views :
All thefe produce an agitation in the mind ; and
this agitation transfufes itfelf into the predomi-

nant paffion.

SECURITY, on the contrary; diminifhes the
pafions: The-mind, when left to itfelf, im-
mediately languifhes; and in order to preferve its
ardour, muft be every moment fupportéd by.a
new flow of paffion. For the fame reafon,
defpair, tho’ contrary to lecunty, has a like
mﬂuence. ..

6. NoTHING more powerfully excites any
affeCtion than to conceal fome part of its objet,
by throwing it into a kind of fhade, which, at
the fame time, that it fhows enough to prepof~
fefs us in favour of the obje&, leaves flill fome
work for the imagination, Befides, that ob-
fcurity is always attended with a kind of uncer-
tamty, the eﬂ’ort, which the fancy makes to

Is compleat
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compleat the idea, rouzes the fpirits, and gives
an additional force to the paffion.

7. As defpair and fecurity, tho® contrary,
produce the fame effe@s; fo abfence is obferved
to have contrary effe@ls, and in different cir-
cumflances, either encreafes or diminithes our
affeGtion. Rochefoucauit has very well remarked,
that abfence deftroys weak paffions, but en-
creafes ftrong ; as the wind extinguifhes a candle,
but blows up a frre. Ldng abfence naturally
weakens our ideay, and diminifhes thie paffion :
But where the paffion is fo firong and lively as
to fupport itfelf, the uneafinefs, arifing from
abfence, encreafes the paffion, and gives it new
force and influence. :

8. Waen the foul applies itfelf to the per-
formance of any adtion, or the conception of
any obje&t, to which it is not accuftomed,
there is a certain unpliablenefs in the faculties,
and a difficulty of the fpirits moving in their
new. dire@ion. As this difficulty excites the
" fpirits, it is the fource of wonder, fufprize, and
of all the emotions, which arife from novelty;

. and

1
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and is in itfelf very agreeeble, like every thing,
‘which inlivens the mind to.a. moderate degres,
But tho’ furprife be agreeable in itfelf, yet as it
puts the fpirits in agitation, it not only auge
ments our agrecable affections, but alfo out
painful, according to the foregoin‘g principle.
Hencc every thirig, that is new, is moft affelt-
ing, and gvcs us either more pleafure or paim
than what, ftrily fpesking, fhould naturally fol-
low from it. When it often returns upon us,
“the novelty wears off; the paffions fubfide ; the
hurry of the fpirits is over; and we furveythe
obje& with greater tranquillity,

9. Tux unagmanon and aﬂ'e&om have a
dofe union together. The 'macny of .the
former, gives force to the latter.. Hence the
profpe& of any pleafure, with. which we ase
acquainted, affe@s us more than any other plea-'
fure, which we may own f{uperior, but of whofe
nature we are whally ignorant. - Of the one we
cap form a patticular and. defesminate idea:
The ather, ‘we cemceive wulcrshc gmmlmn
tion of pleafires . ..

i6 Any
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. Any fatisfaltion, which we lately enjoyed,
and of which the .memory is freth and recent,
operates on the will with more violence, than
“another of which the traces are decayed and al-
moft obliterated.

A PLEASURE, which is fuitable to the way
of life, in which we are engaged, -excites more
our defires and appetites than another, ‘which is
foreign to it.

NoT#iNg .is more capable of infufing any
paffion into the niind, than ¢eloquence, by which
objeéts are reprefented in the ftrongeft and moft
lively colours. The bare opinion of another,
efpecially when inforced” with paffion, will

.g£aufe.an idea to have an influence upon us,
tho’ that -idea: might otherwnfe have been en-

tn'ely negle&td

It is remarkable, that hvely paﬁom com-
-monly attend a lively imagination. In -this
_refpect,- a8 well as others, the force of the paf=
fion -depends as - much-on the temper of the
perfon, as on the nature or fituation of the
object, .

o
(a

WhaaT
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WHaT is diftant, either in place or time,
has not equal influence with what is near and
contiguous.

L IR J L4 *
» s » l.

I PRETEND not here to have exhaufted this
fubje@. It is fufficient for my purpofe, if I have
made it appear, that, in the production and con-
duét of the paffions, there is a certain regular
mechanifm, which is fufceptible of as accurate
a difquifition, as the laws of motion, optics,
hydroftatics, or any part of natural philofophy.
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DISSERTATION IL

Of Tragedy.

T feems an unaccountable pleafure, which
the fpeQators of a well-wrote tragedy re-
ceive from forrow, terror, anxiety, and other’
paflions, which are in themfelves difagreeable
and uneafy. The more they are touched and
affeted, the more are they delighted with the
fpeftacle, and as foon as the uneafy paffions
ceafe to operate, the piece is at an end, One
fcene of full joy and contentment and fecurity
is the utmoft, that any compofition of this kind
can bear; and it is fure always to be the conclud-
ing cne. If inthe texture of the piece, there be
interwoven any fcenes -of fatisfaltion, they af-
“ford only faint gleams of pleafure, which are’
thrown in by way of variety, and in order to
plunge the altors into dceper diftrefs, by means
of that contraft and difappointment, The
whole art of the poet is employed, in rouzing
and fupporting the compaffion and indignation,
the anxiety and refentment of his audience.
- They
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They are pleafed in proportion as they are af-
flited ; and neves are fo happy as when they
employ tears, fobs, and cries to give vent to
their forrow, and relieve their heart, fwoln with
the tendereft fympathy and compaffion.

_ THe few critics, who have had fome tinc-
ture of philofophy, have remarked this fingular

phznomenon, and have endeavoured to account
for it,

L’ABBE Dubos, in his refleQions on poetry
and painting, afferts, that nothing'is in general
fo difagreeable to the mind as the languid, lift-
lefs ftate of indolence, irito which it falls upon
the removal of every paffion and occupation.
To get rid of this painful fituation, it fecks
every amufement and purfuit; bufinefs, gam-
ing, thows, executions; whatever will rouze
the paffions, and take its attention from itfelf.
No matter, what the paffion is: Let’it be dif-
agreeable, affliting, melancholy, difordered;
itis ftill better, than that infipid languor, which
arifes from perfe& tranquillity and repofe.

. Ir
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It is impoffible not to admit this account, as
being, at leaft, in part fatisfaory. - You may
obferve, when there are feveral tables of gam-
ing, that all the company run to thofe, where
the deepeft play is, even tho’ they find not there
the fineft players. ‘The viéw, or at leaft, ima-
gination of high paffions, arifing from great lofs
or gain, affe@ts the fpeQators by fympathy,
gives them fome touches of the fame paffions,
and ferves them for a momentary entertainment.
It makes the time pafs the eafier with them, 'and
is fome relief to that oppreflion, under which
men commonly labour, when left entirely to.
their own thoughts and meditations.

Wz find, that common lyars always magnify,
in their narrations, all kinds of danger, pain,
diftrefs, ficknefs, deaths, murders, and cruel-
ties ; as well as joy, beauty, mirth, and mag-
nificence. Itis an abfurd fecret, which they
have for pleafing their company, fixing their at-
tention, and attaching them to fuch marvellous

relations, by the paﬂions and emotions, which
they excite.

THERE s, however, a difficulty of applying to:
the prefent fubjed, in its full extent, this fo-
lution,
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lution, however ingenious and fatisfatory it
may appear. It is certain, that the fame object
of diftrefs which pleafes in a tragedy, were it
really fet before us, would give the moft un-
feigned uneafinefs, tho’ it be then the moft ef-
fe@ual cure of languer and indolence. Mon-
Gieur Fintenelle feems to have been fenfible of
this difficulty ; and accordingly attempts another
folution of the phznomenon; at leaft, makes
fome addition to the theory abovementioned *.

_ <« PLEAsuREand pain,” fays he, ¢ which are

. ¢ two fentiments fo different in themfelves,
¢¢ differ not fo much in their caufe. From the
¢ inftance of tickling, it appears, that the
¢ movement of pléafure pufhed a little too far,
¢¢ becomes pain ; and that the movement of pain,
¢« alittle moderated, becomes pleafure. Hence
¢ it proceeds, that there is fuch a thing asafor-
¢t row, foftand agreeable : It is a pain weakened
¢ and diminifhed. The heart likes naturallyto
¢ be moved and affected. Melancholy objels
¢ fuit it, and even difaftrous and forrowful,
¢¢ provided they are foftened by fome circum-
¢« ftance. Itis certain, that on the theatre the
¢ reprefentation has almoft the effe&t of reality;

3 Reflexions fur la poetique. § 36,

-

~

¢ but

.
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¢ but yet is has not altogether that effec.
« However we may be hurried away by the
<« fpeQacle; whatever dominion the fenfes and

¢¢ imagination may ufyrp over the reafon, there -

« fhill lurks at the bottom a certain idea of
¢ falfhood in the whole of what we fee. This
¢ idea, tho’ weak and difguifed, fuffices to di-
¢¢ minith the pain which we fuffer from the
« misfortunes of thofe whom we love, and to
¢« reduce that affli&ion to fuch a pitch as con-
~¢ yerts it into a pleafure. We weep for the
« misfortune of a hero, to. whom we are at-
¢¢, tached : In the fame inftant we comfort our-
s felves, by refle@ing, that it is pothing but a
« fition: And it is precifely, that mixture of
¢ fentiments, which compofes an agreeable
<« forrow, and tears that delight us. But as
¢ that affliGtion, which is caufed by exterior
< and fenfible objels, is ftronger than the con-
¢¢ folation, which 2rifes from an internal re-
¢ fleGion, they arc the effets and fymptoms

« of forrow, which ought to prevail in the.

¢¢ compofition.”

Tais folution feems juft and convincing;
but perhaps it wants ftill fome new addition, in
order to make it anfwer. fully the phznomenon,

2 ) which
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which we here examine.  All the paffions, ex-
«ited by eloquence, are agreeable in the higheft
degree, as well as thofe which are moved by

painting and the theatre.  The epilogues of Ci- -

<ero are, on this account chiefly, the delight of
-every reader of tafte ; and it is difficult to read
fome of them without the deepeft fympathy and
forrow. His merit as an orator, no doubt, de-
pends much on his fucecefs in this particular,
When he had raifed tears in his judges and all
his audience, they were then the moft highly
delighted, and exprefled the greateft fati:faction
with the pleader. The pathetic defcription of
the butchery made by Verres of the Sicilian cap-
tains is a mafter-piece of this kind: But I be-
lieve none will affirm, that the being prefent at
a melancholy fcene of that nature would afford
any entertainment. Neither is the forrow here
foftened by fi&tion :" For the audience were con-
vinced of the reality of every circumftance.
What is it then, which in this cafe raifes a plea-
fure from the bofom of uneafinefs, fo to fpeak ;
and a pleafure, which flill retains all the features
and outward fymptoms of diftrefs and forrow ?

I answer: This extraordinary effe@ pro-
ceeds from that very eloquence, with which the
melancholy
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‘melancholy fcene is reprefented. The genius
required to paint objeéls in a lively manner, the
art employed in colle&ing all the pathetic cir-
cumftances, the judgment difplayed jn difpofing
them ; the exercife, I fay, of thefe noble ta-
lents, along with thé force of expreffion, and

beauty of oratorial numbers," diffufe the higheft
fatisfaction on the audience, and excite the moft
delightful movements. By this means, the un-
eafinefs of the melancholy paffions is not only
overpowered and effaced by fomething ftronger
of an oppofite kind; but the whole movement
of thofe paffions is copverted into pleafure, and
fwells the delight, which the eloquence raifes
in us. ‘The fame force of oratory, employed on
an uninterefting fubje@®, would not pleafe half
fo much, or rather would appear altogether ri~
diculous ; and the mind, being left in abfolute
calmnefs and indifferencé, would relith .none of
thofe beauties of imagination or expreffion,
which, if joined to paffion, give it fuch exqui-
fite entertainment. The impulfe or vehemerice,
-arifing from forrow, compaffion, indignation,
_receives a new dire&ion from the fentiments of
beauty. The latter, being the predominant
emotions, feize the whole mind, and convert
the former into themfelves, ar at leaft, tinGure
4 _ them
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them fo ftrongly as totally to alter their nature:
-And the foul, being, at the fame time, rouzed
by paffion, and charmed by eloquence, feels on
the whole, a ftrong movement, which is alto-
gether delightful.

Tae fame principle takes place in tragedy ;
along with this addition, that tragedy is an
-imitation, and imitation is always of itfelf
- agreeable. This circumftance ferves ftill farther
to fmooth the motions of paffion, and convert the

- whole feeling into one uniform and flrong en-
joyment. Objets of the greateft terror and
diftrefs pleafe in painting, and pleafe more than
the moft beautiful objeéts, that appear calm and
indifferent 2. The affetion, rouzing the mind,
excites a large ftock of fpirit and vehemence;
- which is all transformed into pleafyre by the
force of the prevailing movement. It is thus

& Painters make no fcruple of reprefenting diftrefs and forrow
as well as any other paffion: But they feem not to dwell fo
much on thefe melancholy affetions as the poets, who, thc’
they copy every emotion of the human breaft, yet pafs very
quickly over the agreeable fentiments, A painter reprefents
only one inftant ; and if that be paflionate enough, it is fure to
- affeét and delight the fpe@ator : But nothing can furnith to the
poet a variety of. fcenes and incidents and fentiments, except
diftrefs, terror, or anxiety., Compleat joy and fatisfaltion is
" attended with fecurity, and leaves no farther room for aQion.

' - the
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the fiction of tragedy foftens the paffion, by an
infufion of a new feeling, not merely by weaken-
ing or diminifhing the forrow. You may by
degrees weaken a real forrow, till it totally dif-
appears; yet in none of its gradations will it ever
give pleafure; except, perhaps, by accident, to
a man funk under lethargic indolence, whom it
rouzes from that languid fate,

To confirm this theory, it will be fuffi-
cient to produce other inftances, where the
fubordinate movement is converted into the pre-
dominant, and gives force to it, tho’ of a dif-
ferent, and even fometimes tho’ of a contrary
nature.

NoverTy naturally excites the mind and
attralls our attention; and the movements,
which it caufes, are always converted into any.
paffion, belonging to the obje&, and join
their force to it. Whether an event excites
joy or forrow, pride or fhame, anger or good-
will, it is fure to produce a ftronger affetion,
when new and unufual. And tho’ novelty, of
itfelf, be agreeable, it enforces the painful, as
well as agreeable paffions.

K 4 Hap



194 DISSERTATIQN IIL

Hap you any intention to move a perfon
extremely by the narration of any event, the
beft method of encreafing its effe¢t would be
artfully to delay informing him of it, and firft
excite his curiofity and impatience before you
let him into the fecret. ‘This is the artifice,
pralticed by Iago in the famous fcene of -
Shakefpeare; and every fpeQator is fenfible,
that Othells's jealoufy acquires additional farce
from his preceding impatience, and that the
{ubordinate paffion is here readily transformed
into the predominant.

DirricuLTiEs encreafe paffions of every
kind ; and by rouzing our attention, and excit-
* ing our adlive powers, they. produce an emo- "
tion, which nourifhes the prevailing affe&ion.

ParenTs commonly love that child moft,
whofe fickly infirm frame of body has occa-
fioned them the greateft pains, trouble, and an-
xiety in rearing him. The agrecable fentiment
of affe&ion here acquires force from fentiments
of uneafinefs. '

NoTHING
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NoTHING endears fo much a friend as

forrow for his death. The pleafure of his com-
pany has ot fo powerful an influence.

JeaLousy is a painful paffion, yet without
fome fhare of it, the agreeable affe@tion of love
has difficulty to fubfift in its full force and vio-
fence. Abfence is alo a great fource of complaint
amongft lovers, and gives them the greateftun-
eafinefs : Yet nothing is more favorable to their
mutual paffion than fhort intervals of that kind.
And if long intervals be pernicious, it is only be-
caufe, thro’ time, men are accuftomed to them,
and they ceafe to give uneafinefs.  Jealoufy and
abfence in love compole the dolce piccante of the

Italians, which they fuppofe fo eflential to all
pleafure,

" THERE is a fine obfervation of the elder
Pliny, which illuftrates the principle here in-
fifted on. It is very remarkable, fays he, that
the lajt works of celebrated artifts, which they left
imperfelt, are always the moff prized, fuch as
the Iris of Ariftides, the Tyndarides of Nico-
machus, the Medea of Timomachus, gnd the
Venus of Apelles. Thefe are valued rven above
. their finifbed produltions : The broken lincaments

- K2 U4
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" of the piece and the balf formed idea of the painter
are carefully fludied 5 and our very grief for that
curious band, which bad been floped by death, is
an additional encreafe 10 our pleafure *,

THEsE inftances (and many more might be
colle€ted) are fufficient to afford us fome infight
into the analogy of nature, and to thow us, that
the plealure, which poets, -orators, and mufi-
cians give us, by exciting grict, forrow, indig<
nation, compaffien, is not fo extraordinary
nor paradoxical, ds it may at firft fight appear.
The force of imagination, the energy of expref-
fion, the power of numbers, the charms of
imitation ; all thefe are naturally, of themfelves,
delightful to the mind; and when the obje&
prefented lays alfo hold of fome affe@ion, the
pleafure flill rifes upon us, by the converfion of
this fubordinate movement, into that which is
predominant. The paffion, tho’, perhaps, na-
turally, and when excited by the fimple appear-

- & Jllud wero perguam rarum ac memoria dignum, ctiam fuprana
opera artificum, imperfefiasque tabulas, fieut, Irin Arifiidis,
Tyndaridas Ni bi, Medeam Ti bi, & quam diximus
Venerm,.dp:llix, in majori admiratiore effe quam perfea;
Ruippe in fis lincamenta religua, ip[eque cogitationes artificam
jpzﬁanmr, atgue in lenocinto (ammdanonu Jolor g! manus, cum

. ance
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ance of a real objed, it may be painful ; yet is
fo fmoothed, and foftened, and mollified, when
raifed by the finer arts, that it affords the higheft
entertainment.

To confirm this reafoning, we may obferve,
that if the movements of the imagination be not
predom’inant' above thofe of the paffion, a con-
trary effect follows; and the former, being now
fubordinate, is converted into the latter, and
ftill farther encreafes the pain and affliCtion of
the fufferer. '

W0 could ever think of it as a good expe-
dient for comforting an afflited parent, to-ex-
aggerate, with all the force of oratory, the ir-
-reparable lofs, which he has met with by the
death of a favorite child? The more power of
imagination and expreffion you here employ,
the more you encreafe his defpair and afliction.

THE fhame, confufion, and terror of Ver-
res, no doubt, rofe in proportion to the noble
eloquence and vehemence of Cicers: So alfo
did his pain and uneafinefs. ‘Thefe former paf-
fions were too ftrong for the pleafure arifing
‘from the beauties of elocution; and operated,

K3 tho’
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tho’ from the fame principle, yet in a contrary
manter, to the fympathy, compafliop, and
indignation of the audience.

Lorp Clarendon, when he approaches the
cataftrophe of the royal party, fuppofes, that his
_ narration muft then become infinitely difagree-
able; and he hurries over the King's death,
without giving us one circumftance of it. He
confiders it as too horrid a fcene to be con~
terhplated with any fatisfaltion, or even with-
out the utmoft pain and averfion. He himfelf,
as well as the readers of that age, were too deeply
interefled in the events, and felt a pain from
fubjedls, which an hiftorian and & reader of an-
other age would regard 48 the moft pathetic
and moft interefting, and by wnfcqumce, the
moft agreeable. '

Ax aftiont, reprefented in tragedy; may be
too bloody and atrocious. It may excite fuch

_ ‘mavements of horror a8 will not foftea inte

pleafute ; amd the greateft entrgy of exprefion
beftowed on- defbtiptions of that nature ferves
“only to augment out uneafinefs. - Such is that
a&tion reprefented i the ambitions Stepmother,
*where 2 venerable old man, raifed to the Height
of
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of fury and defpair, rufhes againft a pillar, and
ftriking his head upon it, befmears it all over
with mingled brains and gore. The Englifh
theatre abounds too much with fuch images.

EveN the common fentiments of compaflion
require’ to be foftened by fome agreeable af-
fetion, in order to give a thorough fatisfaction
to the audience. The mere fuffering of plain-
tive virtue, under the triumphant tyranny and
oppreflion of vice, forms a difagreeable fpec-
tacle, and is carefully avoided by all mafters of
the theatre. In order to difmifs the audience
with entire fatisfalion and contentment, the
virtue muft either convert itfelf into a nable
tourageous defpair, or the vice receive its pro-
per punifhment. '

MosT painters appear in this light to have
been very unhappy in their fubjets. As they
wrought for churches and convents, they have
chiefly reprefented fuch horrible fubjeéts as cru-
cifixions and martyrdoms, where nothing ap-
pears but tortures, wounds, executions, and paf-
five fuffering, without any a&ion or affeion.
When they turned their pencil from this ghattly
mythology, they had recourfe commonly .to
' K4 Ovid,
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Ovid, whofe fitions, tho’ paflionate and agree-
able, are fcarce natural or probable enough for
painting. .

THE fame inverfion of that principle, which
ishere infifted on, difplays itfelf in common life,
as in the effe@s of oratory and poetry. Raifefor -
the fubordinate paffion that it" becomes the -
predominant, it fwallows up that affeétion,
which it before nourifhed and encreafed. Too
much jealoufy extinguithes love: Too much
difficulty renders us indifferent: Too much
ficknefs and infirnfity difgufts a felfith and un-
kind parent.

* WHAT fo difagreeable as the difmal, gloomy,
difaftrous ftories, with which melancholy people
entertain their companions? The uneafy paffion,
being there raifed alone, unaccompanied with
- any fpirit, genius, or eloquence, conveys a pure
uneafinefs, and is attended with nothing that can
foften it into pleafure or fatisfation.
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DISSERTATION IV.

Of the Standard of Tafte.

T HE great variety of Taftes, as well asof
opinions, which prevail in the world, is too
obvious not to have fallen under every one’s ob-
fervation. Men of the moft confined knowledge
are able to remark a difference in the narrow cir-
cle of their acquaintance, even where the perfons
have been educated under the fame government,

and have easly imbibed the fameprejudices. - But'

thofe who can enlarge their view to contemplate
diftant nations and remote ages, are ftill more
furprifed at the great inconfiftence and con-
tradiction. We are apt to call barbarous what-
ever departs widely from our own tafte and ap-
prehenfion : But foon find the epithet of reproach
retorted on us. And the higheft arrogance and
felf- conceit is at laft ftartled, on obferving an
equal affurance on all fides, and fcruples, amidft
fuch a conteft of fentiments, to pronounce po-
fitively in its own favour.

As this variety of tafte is obvious to the moft
carelefs enquirer ; fo will it be found, on exami-
L2 nation,
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nation, to be fill: greatéy il ‘reality thansin ap-
pearance. The Reitimsags: bf tneh.olten difer
with regard to beatty arid deformivg.of all kinds,
everi'while 'theid genétul difcourle-is theifamss
Fhiere are deltuintermeincvery lnguageymhich
. iiport blane, and’ othiels prailb; madiall;men,
Voo it the. fatne tonpue, ot -agrecan  sheiy
epplication Bf ¥hem, -Bvary. vaice -it: uhissd in
applhutingelpanee, propricty, Tmplicisysfpirit
1 writing 3 ind we Bieining uftisng safieftasion
colinefy; atd o faif it - Bovwhen erisics
tome topartitolure, -this fesming unaninuity:ye~
siithes ¢ and-it#s found, thawthey had, afioesha
very different mesning 1o theirexpralions. ;i dn
 all masers of oplisions and friesces btk inepr
pofite: Thedifferacennangmensisshevsoftsicr
Foursd tolie n penerals than in paticulani siwd 10
be Iefe inrealitythan in appessince. Asnplices
¢on of tee: terms commonly ends 3ho- epEties
verfy § and the difnants swe-furpiziod e, dind,
tiut they hisdbuen unrreiing; whilékt heyom
Hhicy-agreed in thelr judptrion. . -1 v1avy 0
B oa e os e e L o2 cemsla seg)
. Migsz who dound mumdity. on fentivasoty
merecthan on redfon, artindined tooomprihend
cthies tindey the former sbférvatian,: andto fup-
poR hantu il qlishicis ok segerdd o
_LE12010g <7 . . ad
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and maaaers; the differease.among mer is really
greaver shan at firfh fighsas appearsy Itis indeed
ebvious,. thao wmisesb of .+l matians ad all agss
dofteur-in gpplauding juflicsy bumanity,. mags
nafimityy - prudénce, veragity--and in .blaming
the opgefitequalities, -Kvan passs and esher au:
thars, “whofe campofitions.sse chiefly calqulateg
to ploafe. the insagination, are yat -fopnd, fromy
Huwpier 8owpi 10 Fenelapy. 10 ingulcate the fame
iorkli pitsepis, .and to- befow their applaufe
and blame anthe. fame vittygsa and vices. . Thiy
great unanimity is ufually 2fcribed to the infly-
ance of - plaitv reafon; which, in all thefe cafesy
maintains fimilar fcntimntg inall men, and pre-
vents thofe controverfies, to which the abftrad
fcienees are {0 much expofed. Sa. far 3s.the
unipimity is seal, the account may be admiited
as fagsfadory: But it mudt alfo be allowed, thag
fome part of the feeming bacmany in morals may
be 'acceupted for fram the very nature of lag-
goage. The word, virtne; With s equivalens
in every tangye, implies praife; as that of gire
does blame: And no one, witheut the moft ob-
vious and grofleft impropriety, could affix re-
proach to a tarm, which in. general wle is. yp-
derfood in a geod fnle s.or beflow applaufes
whetaxhexdgxnxcqmes&faparpbattﬂn. Homar’s

L3 general-
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general precepts, where he delivers. any, fuch,
will-pever be comtroverted;; but it i very,oh-
vipys, that when b dyaws particular, piGurey of
meannerdy. and sepsn{ents: heroilm. in, Aepiies, mmgh
pridence in Tlyffes, he intermixes a much grestsr
dogree.of feyoeity in the-formex, and of cusning
‘and-fraud in the.latter, than Fendaz would admie
of... ‘The fage Ulyfles in the Grack poet feems. to
delight #n Jies apd S&iows, and . aftsp. employs
them without any neceffity or -even advantage:
But his. more fcrupylous .fon in the Frenck ppic
wiiter expofes’ himfelf to the moft imminent
.perils, rather than depart from the euﬁe& lw
«of truth and veracxty. : SRR
.,,7' TH! admirers and followers-of the Aibres
nfift veey much on the excellent moral preeepes,
which are interfperfed throughoat that wild fer-
formance. Butit is to be fuppofed, it dhe
Arabic words, which corréfpond to the Eiglfb,
‘equity, juftice,“temperance,’ meeknefy;' thariry,
were fuch as, fromthe corftant we ofrvhat
tongue, muft always be taken in'a good fenfe;
and it would have argued the greateft ignorance,
‘not"of matals, - but of language, t have mien-
‘tioned them with any epithets, befides thofg of
'tpplauféahd approbanon Bt wouki we kwsow,
o whether
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whether the” pretended prophet had' really ‘at-
téified 4 juft @htitivent of morulé? Let us attend
{8 3! narratfons; - and v thall fodn find, that he
Betgws Praife o' Rtk ififiahoes: dftreachieryine
mm’faae}ty, Trevéngts -bhigotry, - a8’ are
ity incompatiblé with'¢inilized focietys ‘No
feddy rulé of right feesns thete to be sittended 105
aMdievery 4&idn isblarned or praifed, fofir only
asFEIS beteficialor! hum‘ul to the rue 'bt!idrem

DT:Jﬂ.hu)n R I I o o
ST Rk hierlrofdéliveﬂngﬁue generbl prectpts
iieiffesis {ndéed very fmall. Whoever recori-
mends by moral virtues; really does no more
than is implied in the terms’ thenvfblves. : The
people, who invented the word modefly, and
wfed.it in 2 good fende, inculcated more cldarly
and much more efficacioufly, the precepty bk s~
deff, than any pretended legiflator or propbet,
who fhould infert fuch a maxém in his writings.
Of 9ll-expreflions, . thefe, which, together with
their other meaning, imply a degree either of
hisme or apprebutiop, are the leaft lnable whe
pcmrtnd or mnﬂakm.

It is-very namral for us 10 fock aMderd gf
Faffe3: 2 suley by whigh the warious-fendamesiis
ofo-m maty be redoneidedts omicatodeafly Ac46-

L4 cifion
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off ] hopes of fucee iwifuch un atcompiy - and
reprefents the impofliilirynst evor: staxinippany
fandarB of tafle. Fhe differitice, it s Thidgon
-very wide between judgment and Comtimnewe; Al
+Sontimient is'sight ;- becatife. fartimenvinsa ss-
‘ference to-nothing beyond iffelf, and iv wws
“sesl, wherever 2 man is confcidus ofit. Burull
determinations - of the underftanding. are “not
sighit ; becaafe. they have 2 scferemcs ta fonm-
thing beyond themfelves,’ to wit, redl matitesf
fuft; and ave not always comformable. toithmt
fardard.  Amohg a thoufand diferent opiiiens
which different men may entertain of the fanie
“fubjet, there is one, and but ohe, that is jet
dnd true; and the only dificalty’iv to #2 2fd
afcertain it.  On the contrary, a thoufand dfife-
rent fentiments, excited by the fame obje&, are
_all tight: Becaufe no fentimerft reprefehtivhat
_is really in the obje&. It only tharks a ¢é/tdin
‘conformity or relation betwixt the objé&¥iand

"+ the organsorfaéulties of the mifd;’ ahd ¥iehat

canforthlty 'did not really exiff;‘the fefiniehe

courd neved pomwvemgwmey%o
quality
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guality in things themfalves 1 It exifls meraly in
the mind which contemplaies-then ; 3ad each
mind percgiyes a different beauty. Qne parfony
may £ven fenceive dofarmity, :where angiheer iy
$oafible of heauty s and eypry individual qupht
t0_acquicion in:bis omn featimast, Without pier
tendiog to regulate thafe of others. To fesk
the roal bheanyy ar real deformpity is as Gruitlefe:
an enquiry, %310 pretend to aicprtain . the -zl
fwert or real bitter. According o the difppfition-
-af Al organs, the fame obje may be bagh fwegt
:ond bittet; and the proverb has juftly detes-
-sained it to be fruitlefs to difpute congerning
taflen, It is very patural, and eyep quite pe-
:etflary,.to extend this axiom. to mental, as-wel]
.asbodily tafte ; and thus-common fenfe, which
-j3fo often at variance with philofophy, efpegially
with the fceptical kind, is found, in ane inflanse:
at leafl, to agree in pronouncing the fame de-
sifign.-

.- BUT thoygh this axiom; by pafing into 3-
peeyerb, feems to have attained the fanétion of
¢emmon fenfs ;. there is certainly 3 fpsciss of
_sommea fenfe which appofes it, of at. leaft ferves
_oamadify and ,repmin i, Whoever weuld
:Ma&a‘wlw o s;wm%mam l:gw'xt

giiby
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Ogilty and -MHor, ‘or Busyan andddkfon;
woltld bé thotght to-deferidno fefiah Exeriva-
gance, -thah §f he hadimbiitained™a MBIEHITS
b as high a8 Tehergyrok b poisd! us karIde
as the ocdarn. * "FRough theére iidy be ourid pey-
féns, who jive the préferente to theformer au-
thord; o one’ pays 'dtferition to fuch” « tafte;
afid 'we pronéunce without fcruple the fentlinert
bfthele pretended critics to ‘be abfurd b ridi:
-cilous. *The principle of the natural equaf?y
of taftes is then totally forgot; and while we ad-
mit of it on fome occafions, where the obje@s
feem near an equality, it appears an extravagant
* paradox, or rather a palpable abfurdity, where
objeds fo difproportioned are compared togethet.
PR N I -, D . i

" It is'evident, that none of the rulés of com-
pofition are fixed by reafonings a priori, or can
be eftebmed abftra@ conclufions of the under=
ftanding, from comparing thofe habitudes and
relatibns of ideas, which are etermal and 'im-
mutable. "Fheir foundation is ‘the fame with
that of all the pra&ical fciences, experience’;
nor dre théy any’ thing but general obfervations,
concertiing ‘what has been univerfally’ found’ fo
pléaféin all countries and' in‘all agés ‘Many of
t‘he i)eautncs X)f poctry dnd-even Of eloquernice

1 are
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aee founded on falfhood and fiQian, on hyper»
bolesy nctaphors, and an ahufe of perverfion.of
exsprrdiions frem theix natural. meaning. . T 9
sherlo s fallios.of the. imagination,, and o, tgs
dygeievery expreffion 10 geometrical truth angd
exanefs, would be the moft contrary ta the laws
of eriticifm ; becaufe it would praduce a work,
which, by univerfal experience has been found
the: moft infipid apd difagrecable. But though
Postry cap never fybmit to exa& trush, it muft
be confined by rules of art, difcovered to the
apthor either by-genius or obfervation. If fome
negligent or irregular writers have pleafed, they
have pot pleafed by their tranfgreffions of rule
or gyder, but in fpite of thefe tranfgreffions:
They have poffefled other beauties, which were
cenfarmable to juft criticifim; and the force. of
thefe beauties has been able to overpower cen-
furg, and give the mind a fatisfa&ion fuperior tq
the difguft arifing from the blemifhes. Ariofy
pleafes; .but not by his menftrous and impro-
bable fiions, by his hizarre mixture of the fe-
rious.and comic ftyles, by the want of coberence
i his ftories, or by the continual interruptions
of his narration. He charms by the force and
cleamefs of his expreﬁion, by the readinefs and
varjety of his inyegtions, and by his natural

. L6 pl&ures
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piurps.of the, paffionsy: elpeially- thede of she
gay and;amonens Hind: Aad however his,fauits
may dimipith eur-fatisfaction, .they are mot able
m‘ﬁ ;wdeﬁmﬁfltq- Did ous ﬂww
wrile from thola-parts of his paem, which -we dor
- momingte, faults, this wopld be no ohjeftion o
sriticifm io genesal: It would only be an gb-
© je@tion to thelc particular rujes. of criticifn
which would eftablith fuch cirqumflances.ta be
faults,. and would reprefent thesn as univgrfally
blamegble.. If they are found to pleafe, they
cannot be faults; let the pleafuse, which they
produce, be ever fo uncxpefied and upacs
countable.

Bur though all the general rules of art are
fourrded only on expericnce and oa the obferva~
tion of the common fentiments of human pature,
we muft not imagine, that, on evesy nccafiony
the foelings of men will be tonformahle & thefe
rules. © Thofe finer emotions of the.mind
are of a very tender and delicate nature, and
- fequire the concurrence of many faveurable dir-
cumftances:to make them play with facility' and
exadnels, ecgording to.their general and. «fan
blifhed principles.. The. leall exterior hindramee
to chh fmall Apripgps; o the lgaft interoal i

order,



OF THE STANDARD OF TASTE. a3
ordér, dilfurbe thelr motion, and confbunds
the:dpefativ? 8f the whole machine. * When'we'
woRid dritle An lexpetinént of this: siavire, ‘ahd
Weakdotryehe foreeioflany beauty or-defommity,
wh nuft-ehwols with -cite &-propet time and
place, and bring-the fancy: to a fuitable fituation
avd difpofition. ‘A petfedt ferenity of mind, °4
recolleStion of ‘thought, a due ‘attention to the
objedt ; H any of tHefe-circim@ances be wantiiy
out experiment will be fallacious, and we fhail
be unable to judge of the catholic’ and- umiverfal-
Beauty.  The refation, which nature has placed
betwixt the form and the {entitrent, wikl at leal®
be more obfcure; and it will require greater
accuracy to traceand difcern it. We fhall be
#ble to aleertain its influence not fo much from
shre operation of each particular beauty, as from
the durable admiration, “which attends thofe
works, that have furvived all the caprices of
hodé 2nd fathion, dl the miftakes of ignorante

' iﬁd Unvy

Tmz fame anfr who plea(ed ut Atheny
and Rometwo thoufand years aipo, is ifll admired’
at: Pavis and ‘at Lowden. Al the ‘changes 6f
climane, government; - religion, - and ‘language:
htve inos been-able' b dbicwre his glory.: Au-

thority
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therity or prejudice. may,gine AGEMPorary vogue
t0.3.had,poet; or oFator; but his repwitaion wilk
nayer be durable or.genesals . Whem s somn
pofitions are, examined, by poltesity, sy by for,
reigners, the enchantment is diffipated; .and his
faults appear in sheir true colours,. O the con-
trary, a.real ganius, the longer his works endurey
and the. mare wide, they are.fpreag, the mare
fingere is the admisation which he-meets. wigh..
Envy aad jealpufly have teo much placein 2
narsow circle ; and even familiar,acquaintance
with his perfon may diminith the applaufe due
to his performances : But when thefe obftru@ions
are removed, the beauties, which are naturally
fitted to excite agreeable fentiments imsnediately,
difplay their energy; and while the world en-
dures, they maintain their authority aver the
minds of men.

IT appears then, that amidfk all the vatiety.
.and caprices of tafte, there are certain gencl;a.l
principles of approbation or blame, whofe in-
fluence a careful eye may trace. in all operations
of the mind. Some particular forms or qualitiess.
from theerigipal firuéture of the internalfabric,
are calculated 4o pleafey and. others.to difpleafs
and if they fail of their effe® in any particylar
' inftance,
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infRance,* it4s"from fome apparemt defedt or iz
perfe@ion’in'the brgati. A fian in a fever would
not infilt o hiy palakerus “able'to idecide con-
cérnifig Bavoutsiisor ‘would one,’ affeGed with
#lie jaimdice, Prefend fo give a verdi®t with re-
gard to- colours. ' In -each éreatute, tHere is a
foutid'ind 2 défelive Rates and theformer alofie
can'Be fuppofed todfford us a true fténdird of
tafte“andientiment. “ If'inthe Bbnd fate of the
organs, therk-bean-entifé or a'confiderable unt=
formity of fentiment among mén, we may
thence derive an idéa 6f the perfe® and uni-
verfal beauty ; in like manner as the appearance

of objeéls in day-light to' the eyeof a man in-

health is dénominated their true and real eolour;
even while colour is’ aIl0wed td be merely a
phantafm of the fenfes.

Many and frequent are thedefedts in the in-
ternal organs, which prevent orweakén the in-
fluence of thofe general principles, on which de-
pends our fentiment of beauty or deformity.
Though fome objeds, by the firu&ture of the
mind, Be naturally calculated to give pleafure, it
is hot to be expeted, that i every individuad
the pleafure will'be eqéally fele: Particular in=

crdenfs 4nd firwationd vecut;which: elthiey throw

& a falfe
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a-faifs light om:the. abjacls, -or- hinder! the strue
frém:conveying. to the imag'nuiomﬂn'pépu'
: waﬂd mpﬂm L L1sfic 9 ¥
Ty v ad g o Aot
Olu obm caufe; uhy ha-y fcal nixt the
proper fentimens of beauty, & the.want.of that
dliticy of imaginationy’ which . is . requilste A9~
cohvey -a fertfibility ' of - thofe: findr emotivuis,
“This delitacy everyonepresends tos ! Everyiqne
Giksof ity and workdwedude cucrpkind of thile
or fentiment to its flandard, But 2s our intes-
tion in this diflertation is to mingle fome light of
“the undarﬁamdmgwwh the feelings of fengiment,
it will be propct to give'a more accurate’dofie
nition.of delicacy, than has hithesta bésac At
tempted. And not to draw our philoopby
from too profound a fource, we fhall bave ye-
mfe to.a noted ftory in Don wam. e
PGS &N
’T.ls wnth good reafon, fays. Saubo tosthe
fquire with the great nofe, tha  preveni{to hawe
a_judgment in wins ;. Thig is a quality besedie
tiry in;our family. . Two of my kinfmen wege
once called ta give: their apinionof .2 hogihead,
-which -. was fuppafes.to be. exeellons, .being seld
.sndof a-good ridtape.: .. Qne of dbemunafisnis 5
sonhdere ity awd aftor .mature: Fefloiom -

nounces
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nownces the.wine to b¢ pood, wose it not for .
fealt vafteiof bemther, . .which ko peroeyved in-itv -
The other, after ufing thefame ‘precautions,:.
gives alfo his verdict in favour of the wine ; but
wih twe referve of awfle. of iron, whick ke
could -cafily diftingwith. You cammot. imagine
how wauch they were both: ridiculed for theic
jmdgwent. Bub who -langhed in the end? Qa.
cmptying : tho- hoglhead, there was. found =t
theBdtram,- 2n wid dey - mlh ] lnzhcm M
ned o it

PR Y

: Tlu gmt refemblance between mental and»
badllysafie will eafily teach usto apply this flary.
Thoogirit becertain, that beauty. and deformity,
no more than (woet and bitter, are not qualities
in objeéts, but belong entirely tothe feotimant]
internal or external; it muft be: allowed, that
there are certain qualities in obje@s, which are
fiited by ymature to produce thofe pacticula feel~
Mgy, - Now-ae thefe qualkies may be found in
% finall Gégree or may be mixt and confoainded
with etch othet| it often happens, that the vafte
isnot affeited with fuch minwe qualities, or-éa
‘net able to diftingdih 2l the: papticular-Savours,
Amvidibshe difordery in'which tisey mre prefented.:
Whesetho:tngaaxasedo fmes #at0 glownathing

IR IRV : to
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to ‘eoftape’ thim yoafid at the famé! time fo exadt
asto pereeivarevery ingiedient i the eompili
tion: "Thiowe: aifll dekieacy of tafte; Whethéy
wé employ thefy -tefm¥ i B iidtural torbitersl
phbrital fenfe. ) Heteithen cieipercral-fuNa1sE
beamty:are of ufes being dvathi fréin Sabstydisd
moduls, and fronvthe obRrvation-of what pleiifés
ordifpleafes; whan preforitedfinkly and in athigh
degress Andif xhe fmequabifies; li T cont<
. nued campofitipn and iva fni)len degrde,onfledt
not.the organs with .a fenfible delight or wnedi-
nefs, we exclude the perfon. from all preteniuns
to this delicacy. To. produtie: thefe gonend
rules or . avowed patterns of -compofition e 1ikeé
finding the key -with the leathern thofgs: whith
juftified ‘the. verdi& of - Sanche’s kinfh&ny /and
confounded thofe pretended. judges, *who':lisd.
condemned them. Though the hogfhead had
never begn emptied, the tafte of tie ene wa ditill
equally delicate, and that of ..the sther equally
dall and langwid.: Bat it wonld hiveliedhamors
dificult 40 have pooved the.fupesisrity: ofqie
former, to the convition of «every bpdtander:
In like oranner, - shaugh the deauties: ofwrictig
bad never been methiodized, orseduced-to-gene-
sak:principles 3 ;thouph né gxcelfent instdelo had
overbeciy dcknowledged w thendiffereat idegiets

N of
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of tale would, &ill havefubRfied, -and. the.judg-
ayepnf.ong-man been prefarableso, that of anor
thens bt it wenldnet havebenn focafy tq filemsa:
ths hadisritics :whoright always ik, upen bie
paniculat feptimenty sadirefufy to fsbmis 1o his
aatagonift, -But when we fhow him an.avowed
poinsigle afiant ;. when twesillufteete. this prindiple

by examples; whete -operation, - from :his ‘ower
pagticular taftes be ackpowlesgesita be canformt
ablé to.sbe phinciplay whdnwe pravey: that the
fame-principle: may be -appliad-to. the - prefent
cafej‘where he did not perceive not feel its in-
fluence : He muft conclude, upon the'whole, that -
thatfault lies-in bimfelf, and that he wants the

deligacy,-which is requifite to meke him fenfiblé

eficverp branty and every blemtlh, inany com«

mﬁnga or dnkourfe. C

) ’T Is: Mkmwledged to be the per{c&mn of
qm;pfclfe wr fdeulty, toperceive with-exa@nefs
ook minnte objeds; and allow nothing' to:
eftaptrits noticecand obfervation. - The fmaRel
the.objedd are, which become fenfible to the
eyey-the: finer-is thatorgan, and the more elas
bergte its make and compofition. A good palate’
is-#ot tried by frang flavoura; -but by a-mixture’

. cf fmﬂlmgmlwnm where. weare Rill fehfible
of
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of each part, notwithftanding its mmutenefs and
its confufion with the reft. In'like' manner, a
quick'and acute perceptmn of beauty and defor-
niity uluff be ‘the perfection of our me¢nésf tilte,”
Aor tar'a min beé fatisfied ‘with hxmfelf Mﬂe
Mo Aifpe&s, rthat any excellenice of blétmith' na
&ifcourfe has -paffed -him ‘anobferved.  In this
Gale, 'the perfeion of the min, and theiperfec-
tion of the fenfe or feeling, dre ﬁ)lmd to’be urtited.
A very delicite palate, on thany oceaﬁons, iaky
be a great inconvenience both to a man’himf¥f
and'to his friends ; but a delicate tafteof witof’
Beauty muft always be a defirable quality; be-
canfe it is tha fource of all the fineft sod mioft-
ianocent enjoyments; of which’ Human nxture
is Tulceptible. In this decifion; the fc!mmem:
of all mankind ar€ agreed. Wherever yoo ean’
fix or.afcertain a delicacy of tafte, it is fure'to
beappmved of ; and the beft. way of fixing {t is
to appeal to thole models and- principles, -which
have been oftablithed by the yniform approham
and experiersce of nations and ages,

: Bu'r though there be maturally a very wide
difference in peint of delicacy between gne perfon’
apd another, nodnnga tends further'to encreafe
and u;apow;hu talent, thany prafice in'e pore

ticular
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tmular art, and the frequent furvey or. contem;
plat:on of pamcuﬁr fpecies of bpauty | yV hen,
obfﬁ&s pf any kqu ate firft prefeqted to the, SIE

”n}aﬁlnation, d?e fer}txm&n‘t, ,\yh;.cl; Attends,
them&, i3 o[)fcgrg and confufe @(, and, the, migd,
ifp 20,8 great meafurﬂo,ulwbh of propovmcing
com‘emmg thexr mmts qr defc&s.‘ The tafle
cappat, ,pqcewc tbc ,fevqral cx,cs:!lqngcs of the,
p?r!?rs. EL Ji)Pth lefs, dlﬁmgm‘h Lbﬁ} RARR
ch A ch;ra&e,r“ of..¢ each exccll:nqz,,qu algemh
tain ifs, ﬂualxty and degrqe. JAE 1t Pronguyee the
vgholq in general to be beanu(ul .. defesmed
’tig, the utmoft whxch can be expediad ;. m&
epethis judgment a perfon, fo unpractifed, imill
be. apt to deliver with great hefitation asd: row
ferve, Byt allow bim to agquire expeniensein
thofe gbjedts, his feeling bpcomes mioze exadd
and pice He not oply perceives the bemuties
a;}d defe&s of each part, but marks the, diftin-
gquﬂupg fpecies.of each quahty, and aﬁsm it
(ﬂéalyle p,{alfc of blame A clear, and,, diftin@
fentiment attepd,ﬁ hlm throughfhe w,hp}gﬁmmy.
of the ob}e&s and he difcerns that verydc-
giee and kind of .aaprabation ar difpleatiine,
whigh.e3ch pact.is naturally fitked . to produdel
“Themitt, diffipatess whish..fpmed formenly o
hang; 9ver . fbe. abjesh: . The srganacuires
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greater perfeion in its opcrat[ons, and can pro-
- mounge, without dangcr of miftake, | concerqmg
the merits of each performance In 3 word
the fame addrefs and’ dextcrxty% whgch grg&lc;,
glves to the execuuon of anx work, is.alfo, ac-
quired, by the fame means, in ‘the Judgmg of it.
"So advantageous is pra&nce to thc dnfcemment :
of béauty, that befgrv; ve can pronpunce Judgq
Thent on any work of importance, it will gven
be requifite, that that very individual penform«
ance be more than once perufed by us, and
be furveyed in different lights, with attention
and deliberation. There is a flutter or hu
of thought, which attends the firft perufal of any
piece, and which confounds the genuig.fentj-
ment of beauty. The reference of the parts is
not difcerned : The true charallers of ftyle are
little diftinguithed :. Thefeveral perfeQtians and
defe@s feem wrapped up_in a fpecics of confy-
fion, and prefent themfelves mdlﬂmﬁly $o the
lmaglnanon. Not to mentjon,: that these is.a
cies of beauty, which, as it is florid .and fu-
* perficial, pleafes at firft; but being found incom-
patible with a juft expreflion sitheraf reafon or
paffion, foon pallsupon the taf}s,:and is then re-
jedted with difdain, at leaﬁ rated at a much lower

-

value.’ It
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Iris 1mpoﬂible to contmuc m the pra&ncc Gf
eontemplatmg any order of beauty, w1thout l:velqg
frequently obliged to form compariﬁm between
thé feveral fpecnes and degrecs of excellency, and
cﬂimhrhxg tifeir proporti’on to each other. A
mabi; who has had no opportumty of c0mpanng
the different kinds of beauty, is indeed totally un-
quitified to protiounce an opiniofi 'with regard
(&‘ﬂnyubj!& pfefented to him. "By comparifon
slofie'we fix ahe epithiets of ﬁralfe or b'lame, and
ledrty hew to affign the dué degree’ of each. The
cézrfeﬁ”dawbmg of a fign-poft contains 2 cer-
tain hiftte of colours and exa&nefs of i imitation,
which are fo far beauties, and would affed the -
1biid of a'peafant or Indian with the higheft ad-

- miraion.” "Fhe moft vulgar ballads are not en-
tirely deftitute’of harmony or nature ; and none
but 4 perfon, familiarized to fuperior beauties,
would promounce their numbers harth, or narra-
txonmnmtereﬁmg A great mferxorlty of beauty

gives-paiii t6 a pérfon converfant in the higheft
excelieney of the kind, and is for that reafon
proriounced a deformity :* As the moft finithed
object,. with which we are acquainted, is natu-
rally fuppofed: to have reached the pinnacle, of
pem‘cwon, and to b\: endtled to the h:gheﬁ ap-

ANRTES ko Ll plauf,'e.
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plaufe. A man who has had oppogtunities of
Secing, aud examiniag, and weighing the fevéral
pesformances, admired in differant ages amd an:
zioms, cam alone sate the merits-of a work exhis
bised 0 bin view, and aflign its pseper rank:
among the produiens of genivs. -

BuT to enable him the mare fully to ewecute
this undertaking, be mufl preferve bis mind froe
€rom all pryjudice, and allow nothingto-ensgs into
tis confideration, but the very ubje, which s
febmisted tohis examination. We may gbferve,
that every work of art, in order so produce its
due effe® sn the mind, mufl be forveyed ina
certain point of view, and canmet be fully re-
lithed by perfons, whote fisuation, reql or imagi-
nary, is not conbormable to that required by the
performance.  An-orxtor addroffes hisdfelf toa
partiodlar nudicnce, and muft bwve o regard to
their particular genius, interefls, opinions, -paf-
fions, and prejudices ; otherwife he hopes in vain
to ;govern their refolutions, and inflame their
affelions. Shoeld they even have cotertainmed
faine prepoffefiions sguinft him, however unrea-
fonable, he muft notoverlook this<difadvantages
but before he enters upon-the fubje®, mault en-

deaveur to conciliate vheir affc@ion; and acquira
. their
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their good graces. A critic of a different ageor
nation, -who -fhould pemfe this difeourfe, muft
bave nall thfe circumftaticrs in hiseye, and muft
place himfelf in the fime “fituation as the audi-
ence, in order to form a true judgment of the
oration. Inliké manner, ‘when any work is ad-
drefled to the public, though I fhould have a
friendfhip or enmity with the author, 1 muft de-
part from this particulacfituation; and confider-
ing myHlf as 4 man-in general, forget, ifpoffi-
ble, my individual being and my peculiar cir-
cumftances.- Aperfon, influenced by prejudice,
comphes nat with this condition; but obftinately
maiatains his haturdl pofition, without entering
into that required by the perfermance. If the
work be addrefled to perfons of a different ageor
nigtion, he makes noallowance for their peculiar
views and prejudices; but full of the manuers of
his own times, rafhly condemns what feemed ad~
mirable in the eyes of thofe for whom alane the
difcourfe was calculated. If the work be executed
for the public, henever fufliciently enlarges his
comprehenfion, or forgets his interefts as afriend
er enemy, as a rival or commentator. By this
means, his fentiments are perverted ; nor have
~ the fame beauties and blemilhes the fame influ-
ence upon him, as if he had impofed a proper

M ; violence
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violenceon his imagination, and had forgot him-
felf for a moment. So far his tafte evidently

_ departs from the true flandard ; abd of confe-

_.quence lofes all cmht and awtbon‘ty.

I'r is wcllknown, that, in all queﬁnons, fub-
mtttcd to the underftanding, pre;udace is. moft
deﬁru&we of found _)udgment, and perverts all
operations of the mteﬂc&uai faculues It is no
lefs contrary to good. fafte; nor has it Tlefs mﬁu-
. ence to corrupt our fentlments of beauty It}e
longs to good fenfe to check its mﬂuebcq in both

. cafes; and in this refpe&, as well as 'in mlny
others, reafon, if not an eflential paft of taﬁc,

 is.at leaft requifite to the opetatloqs of this lat;er
faculty In all the nobler produ&nons of genius,
there is 2 mutual rclatlon and correfpondence of
partsj nor can either the beaytnes ot blqnufhgs
be perceived by him, whofe thought is not ca-

 pacious enough to comprehend V1§ thofé pa,rts,

and comyare them with each Oth;,r, m ordcr to’

perceive the. confiftence and umforml;x of the
whole. Evcry work. of art has alfo gccrtam end
.or purpofe, for which it is alculated ;and is to
., be deemed more or lefs perfedt, as itismore orlefs
- fitted to attajp this end. Theobje of eloquence
is to perfuadey, of lu.ﬁory to inftrud, of poetry to
_— ) pleafe

PR
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pleafe by means of the paffions and “the’ Imagi-
nation. Thefe ends we muft carry conftantly
4n our view, when we perufe’ ,any performance s
and we muft be able to judge how far the means
employed areadapted to their refpective purgofes.
Befides, every kind of compoﬁtxon, even the .
moft poetical, is nothing but a chain of propofi-

. tions and reafonings; not always indeed - the
Jjufteft and moft exa&, but fill plaufible whd
fpecious, however difguifed by the colouring of
the imagination. The perfons, introduced in
tragedy and epic poetry, muft be reprefented as
reafoning and thinking, and concluding and.
alling, fuitable to their charaers and circum-
ftances ; and without judgment, as well as tafte
and invention, a poet can never hope to fucceed
in fo delicate an undertaking. Not to mention,
that the fame excellence of faculties which con-
tributes to the improvement of reafon, the fame
<learnefs of conception, the fame exa@nefs of
diftin&ion, the fame vivacity 6f apprehenfion, are
«eflential to the operations of ‘truc tafte, ahd areits
infallible concomitants. Itfeldom,or never hap-
pehs, that a2 man of fenfe, who has experience in
any art, cannot judge of its beauty; and it is no
lefs rare to meet with a man, who has a juft
t.alle, wnhout a found underftanding.

g M. THaus,
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THus, though the principles of tafte be uni-

verfal, and nearly, if fiot éntirclythe fame in alt’
men ; yet few are qualified to give jadgmient on
any work of art, or eftablifh their own fentimrent
as the ftandard of beauty. The organs of mter~
nal fenfation are fcldom fo perfect as to allow:
the géneral principles their fall’ play, wnd pro-
duce a feeling torrefpondént € thofe principles:

They either labour under fome defeét, -or are:

vitiated by fome diforder; and by that means,
excite a fentiment, which may .be proncunced
erroneous. 'When the critic has no delicacyy

he judges without" any diftinion, and is only:

affe&ted by the'grofler and more palpable qualities
of the object : The finer touches pafs unnoticed
and difregarded. Where he is not aided by
pradice, his verdi& is attended with confafion
and hefitation. Where no comparifon has been
employed, the moft frivolous beatttes, fuch as
rather merit the name of defets; are the obje@s
of his'admiration. Where he lies under the in~
fluence of prejudice, all his natural fentinrents
“are perverted. Where good fenfe is wanting,
* he is not qualified to difcern the beauties of de-
fign and reafoning, which are the higheft and
‘moft excenent. Undcr fome oz other of thefe

H

- 4 < imper-
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imperfeQtions, the generality of men labour;
and hence a true judge in the finer arts is. ob-.
ferved, even during the moft polithed ages, to
be fo rare a charaler : Strong fenfe, united to
delicate fentiment, innpraved by pradtice, per-
feQed by comparifon, and cleared of all preju-
dice, can alone -entitle critics .to this valuable
charaler ; and the joint verqli& of fuch, where-
ever they-are to. be found, -is the true ffandard
of tafte and btauty. : o Y

. Bor wbere are fuch critics to be found ! By,
what marks are they to be known? How di-
Ringuith, them from pretenders  Thefg  que-
ftions are embarrafling ; and-feem to, throw us
back into the fame uncertainty, from which,
during the courfe of this differtation, we have
endeavoured to extricate ourfelves.

Burt if we confider the matter aright, thefe
are queftions of fa&, net of fentiment. Whe-
ther any particular perfon be endowed with good
fenfe and a delicate imagination, free from pres
jadice, may often be the fubje& of difpute, and
be Kable to great difcuffion and enquiry : But
that fuch a'charadler. is valuable and eftimable
wxll be agreed by all mankind, - Where thefe

M3 . doubts
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doubts oceu,,, men Gan do no more than in other
difputable quftions, which are fubmitted to the
undesfianding »» Fhey muft produce the beftar-
guments; wyhieh theirinvention fuggeftsto them;
titey smoaft acknewdedge a true and decifive ftan-
_dahd to vxift fomewhere, to wit, real exiftence
- and'matter of fal; and they muft have indul-
gence to fuch as differ from them in their ap-
peals to this flandard. It is fufficient for our
prefent purpofe, if we have proved, that the
tafte of all individuals is not upon an equal
footing, and that fomeé men in general, however
difficult to be particularly pitched upon, will be
acknowlcdged by univerfal fentintent to have a’
preference above others.

Bu'r in reahty the difficulty of finding, even
in particulars, the ftandard of tafte, is mot fo
great as isreprefented. Though in fpeculation,
we may readily avow a certain criterion in fci-
enceand deny it in fentiment, the matter is found -
in praQice to be much more hard to afcertain i in
the former cafe than in the latter. Theories of
abftra&t philofophy, {yfbems of profound theology
Nave prevatied dusing ong age: In a fucgeffive
period, thefe .haie -been unjvgrially exploded :
der abﬁmhtyhuhnn detedad ;. Other theo-

ries
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ries and fyftems have fupplied: their place, which
again gave way to their fucceflors :: And nothing
has been expetienced more linble to, the revelu-..
tions of thance #nd fallivn: ithayixthefe pretended -
deciflons of ftience. - :The soafovis not the fame.
withithe Beauties of eddquencovand poetry. Juft
expreionsiof pa'ﬁ)t[:lbd'mc are {urg, aftes
a'little time; to gdin:publiciogue, . which they .
niuintain for-evorl ~ArifiotiyasshPlato, angd Epi-.
eur'ssand Defeantése- mpy. fugeeflively yield to
exch-other ; But $renes and, Virgil maintain an
univestal, undifputed empire over the minds of
meny: The abftra&t philofophy of Gicero has loft

it qredit : The vehemence of his oratory is {hlt
the obje& ‘of our admiration.

 THoUGH men of delicate tafte are rare, thep
are eafily to be diftinguithed in fociety, by the
foundnefs of their underftanding and the fupe-
yioxity of their faculties above the reft of man-
kind. Fhe afcendant, which they acquire, gives
a prwalencc to that lively approbation, witht
which they receive any produdions of geniusy
and renders it generally predominant, Many
fien, when left to themfelves, have.but a faint
and-dobious percegition of beawty, who yet ara
capable of relifhinig:- any fine fivoke;. whigh.- is
pclnmlmx taihtds. .« Evety cbavert.toshe ad-

My miration.
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mirstion f the'trise. poct b orator is the canfe of
fome wewréonverfion. And:shough prejudices
may privadl fora time ;' they never unitoln csle-
Bntmgrany sital sothe tiue'germiusy: but yieh at
Taft ¥ ‘thedores of “nature. and: jult ‘featindent:
And thus though a civilized nation may eafily be
miftaken in the chaice of their admired philofo-
phes, they never “have been found long to exrin
their affetion for a favourite epic or tragic authar,
" Bur notwithﬁandjng all our endeavours to.fix
a ftandard of tafte, and reconcile the various.ap-
prehenfions of men, there ftill remain two fources
of variation, which, tho’ they be notfufficient
to confound all the boundaries of beauty and de-
formity, will often ferve to vary the degrees of
r approbation or blame. The obe'is the diffe~
rent humours of particular men ; the other,- the
particular manners and opinions of our age and
country. The general principles of talte are uni-
_form in human nature: Where men vary ia
their judgments, fome defe& or perverfion in the
faculties may commonly be remarked; pro-
‘ceeding either from prejudice, from want of
pra&ice,” or:want of delicacy; and there is juft
. reafon for approving onetafte and candemning
another. - Bat where there:is-fuch a divnﬁay'in
the internal franie mmm@ asis.en~
wete e tirely
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tirely blamelefs oo both fides, and Jeaves so room
to give.one the - preference above the other; in
that cafe a certain diverfity-of -judgment is un-
awadidable, and we- feck: in vain for a ftandard,
by whmk» we cap reconcile the conmtrary fcxm.
mhents, - .

' A young man, whofe paffions are warm, will
be more fenfibly touched with amorous and ten-
der images, than a manmore advanced in years
who takes pleafure inwife and phdofophlcal pre-
fe&tions concerning the condu&t of life and mo-
deration of the paffions. At twenty, Ovid may
be the favourite author ; Horace at forty ; and
perhaps Tacitus at fifty.  Vainly would we, in
fuch cafes, endeavour to enter inta the fenti-
ments of others, and diveft ourfelves of thofe
propentities, which are natural tous. Wechufe
our favourite author as we do our friend, from
a conformity*of hiimours and difpofitions. Mirth'
or pafliorr, fentiment or refleftion; which ever-
of thefe moft predominatés in our temper, it
gives'us' a peculiar fympathy with the writer,
who rcfcmblcs us

Ona perfoms more- pleaﬁ:d with the fublime ;.
another with the. tender ; a shird with mllery
Quae has'a firong fenfibility to blemithes, and is
extremely: #udious ‘of corr&inefs.: . Anather has:
% Mg - 'a mare
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a more lively fecling of beauties, and pardons
twenty abfurdities and defe@s for one elevated
o¢ pathetic ftroke. The ear of this man is en<
titely turned towards concifenefs and energy 3
that man is delighted with a copious, rich, and
barmonious expreffion. Simplicity is affeGed by -
one ; ornament by another. Comedy, tragedy,
fatire, odes have each their partizans, who pré~
fer that particular fpecies of writing to all others,
Itis plainly an error in a critic to confiné his ap-
probation to one fpecies or ftyle of writing and
condemn all the reft. But it is almoft impoffible
not to feel a predile@ion for that which fuits our
particular turn and difpofition. Such preferences
" are innocentand unavoidable, andcan never rea-
fonably be the objedt of difpute, becaufe there
is no ftandard, by which they canbe decided.

For 2 like reafon, we are more pleafed with
pictures of charalters, which refcmble fuch as
are found in our own age or country, than with
thofe which defcribe a different fet of cuftoms.,
*Tis not without fome chn, that we reconcile
ourfelves to the fimplicity of antient'manners,
and behold princefles drawmg water from 2 -
fpring, and kings and heroes dreﬂing their own
vi@tuals. We may allow in gencrai thit the re-
prefemanon of fuch manners is) no faul? in the:
auxhor, nor deformnx in- the piece 3 But we e’

N not
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not fo fenfibly touched with them. For this
reafon, comedy is not transferred eafily from one
age or nation to another. A Frenchman or Eng-,
lifbmian is not pleafed with the Andria of Terence,
or Clitia of Machiavel, where the fine lady, upon
whom all. the play turns, never once appears ta -
the fpectators, but is always kept behind the .
fcenes, fuitable to the referved humour of the.
antient Greeks and modern Jtalians, A man o£ ,
learning and refleétion can make allowance fox,
thefe peculiarities of manners’; but a commen
audience can never diveft themfelves fo far,of
their ufual ideas and fentiments as to relifh pic-
tures which no way refemble them.

AND here there occurs a refle@ion, which.
may, perhaps, be ufeful in examining the cele-
brated controverfy concerning antient and mo-
dern learning; where we often find the one fide:
‘excufing any feeming abfurdity in the antients
from the manners of theage, and the others re-
fufing to admit this excufe, or at leaft, admit-
ting itonly as an apology for the author, not
for the performance. In my opinion, the pro-
per bounds in this fubje have feldombeen fixed
between the contendmg parties. ‘Where any in-
nocent peculiarities of maritets‘4ré reprefented,
fuch as thole aboVelneritfmied ‘the'y ought cet-.

. CIMR 61 auc m,?

“he
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tamly to be admitted ; and a man whois fhocked
with them, gives an evident proof of falfe deli-
cacy and refinement. ‘The poets monument more °
durable than brafs, muft fall to the ground ¥ike
common brick or clay, were men to make no
allowance for the continual revolutions of man-
ners and cuftoms, and would admit nothing but
what was {uitable to the prevailing fathion. Muft
we throw afide the pitures of our anceftors,
becaufe of their ruffs and fardingales ? But where
the ideas of morality and dece ncy alter from one
age to another, and wheré vicious manners aré
defcribed, without being marked with the proper
chara&ers of blame and difapprobation; this
muft be allowed to disfigure the poem, and to be
a real deformity. I cannot, nor'is it 'proper.I
thould, enter into fuch fentiments ; and however
I may excufe the poet,on account of the manners
of his age, I never can relifh the compofition.
The want of humanity and of decency, fo con-
fpicuous in the charalters drawn by feveral- of
the antient poets, even fometimesby Homer
and the Gree# tragedians, diminifhes confidera-
bly the merit of their noble performances, and
gives modern authors a gfeat advantage over
them. We are not interefted in the fortunes
and fentiments of fuch rough heroes: We are
difpleafed to find the limits of vice and virtue fo
. N - N mn.
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confounded: And whatever mdulgencc we may
give the, writer on account of his prejudices, we
cagnot prevail on ' ourfelves toenterinto hisfen-
timents, or bear an affe&ion to charaéters, which
we plainly difcover to be blameable.’

THE cafe is mot the fame with moral princi-
ples -as with fpeculative opinions of any kind.
Thqfc are in continual flux and revolution. The
;In embzaccs a dnﬁ'erent fyftem from the father.

2y, there fearce is any man, who can boaft of
great conﬁancy and umformlty in this particular,
Whatever fpeculauve errors may be found inthe
polite writings of any age or country, they de-
tract but little from the value of thofe compofi~
tlons, There needs but a certain turn of thought
or imagination to make us enter into all the opi-
nions, which then prevailed, and relith the fen-
txmgnts or conclufions derived from them. But
a very violent effort’s requifite to change our
Judg{g ent of manners, and excite fentlmems of
qpprobatton or blame, love or hatred, different
from thofe to which the mind from long cuftom
has been familiarized. And where aman is con-
fident of the reitude of that moral ftandard, by
which be judges, he js }uﬂly jealous of i ity and w:ll
not pervert the fenfiments of his heart for a mo-
mcnt, m complaxfance to any writer whatcver.

OF
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OFr all fpeculative errors, thofe which regard
religion, are the moft excufable in compofitions
of genius; nor is it ever permitted to judge of
the civility or wifdom of any people, or even of
fingle perfons, by the ‘groflnels or refirement of
their theological principles. The fame good
fenfe, that dire&s men in the ordinary occur-
rences of life, is not hearkened to in religious
matters, which are fuppofed to be placed en-
tirely above the cognizance of human reafon.
Upon this account, all the abfurdities of the pa-
gan {yftem of theology muft be overlooked by
every critic, who would pretend to form a juft
notion of antient poetry ; and our pofterity, in
their turn, muft have the fame indulgence to
their forefathers. No religious principles can
ever be imputed as a fault to any poet, while they
-remain merely principles, and take not fuch
ftrong pofleffion of his heart, as to lay him under
the imputation of bigotry or fuperfiitim. Where
that happens, they confound the fentiments of
morality and alter the natural boundaries of vice
andvirtue. They are therefore eternal blenﬂﬂ:e;,
+ according to the principle abovemenuonqd 3 nor
are the prejudices and falfe opuuom of the age
: fuﬁiclent to juttify them. -

T1s
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*Trs eflential. to the Roman catholic religion
to . infpire aviolent hatred to every other worthip,
and reprefent all pagans, mahometans, and he-
reﬁcs as the obje&s of divine wrath and venge-
ance. Such fentiments, though they are in reahty

.extrcmely* blameable, are conﬁdered as virtues
by the zealots of that communion, and are re-
_prefented in thejr tragedies and epic poems as a
kind of divine hermfm. This bigotry has disfi-

A gu{ed two very fine tragedies of the French thea-
tre, Palzeuﬂe and Athalia ; where an intemperate
zeil for particular modes of worlhip is fet off
thh all the pomp imaginable, and forms the

’ predommant chara&er of the heroes. ¢ What

. ¢ is this,” fays the heroic Joad to Fofabet, finding -
Ter in difcourfe with Mattan, the prieft of
" Baal, < Does the daughter of David fpeak to
* ¢¢’ this traitor? Are you not afraid, left the earth

fep Ihou’d open and pour forth flames to devour

" Yoiiboth? Or that thefe holy walls fhould fall

, 'R{Zd dﬁ? I you together ? What is his purpofe ?
“Te Wy 3omes Hmt enemy of God hither to poi-

seavidh ﬂié air, which we breath, with his horrid

e pi’gfénce #** Siich fentithents are received with
"great applaufe’ on' the' theatre of Paris; but at

“Fondim the Hye&storswould de full as much
pleafed to hear Achillesell ‘Agamemnon, that he

I was
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wasa dog in his forehead and a deer in his heart,
or Fupiter threaten Fune with a found drubbing,
if fhe will not be quiet.

REL1GIoUS principles are alfo a blemith in
any polite compofition, when they rife up to fu-
perftition, ‘and intrude themfelves into every
fentiment, however remote from any conneion
with religion. *Tis no excufe for the poet, that
.the cuftoms of his country had burthened life
with fo many religious ceremonies and obfer-
vances, that no part of it was exempt from that
- yoak. It muft be for ever ridiculous in Petrarch
to compare his miftrefs, Laura, to Fefus Chrift,
Nor is it lefs ridiculous in that agreeable liber-
tine, Boccace, very ferioufly to give thanks to
God Almighty, and the ladies, for their affiftance
in defending him againft his enemies. .

N
ERRATA.
P.7. Lotg.r. fet. P.g. L. 12, 1. be baried.
P. 4z. L. 5. r. conditions. P. 70. L. 4. from the
Bottom, rcdd foretel the iffuc. 'P.116."L: 16, read -
corrups, Lo
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