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ADVERTISEMENT.

b b E. have here fubjoined feveral
Letters, which will better. ferve ta
difplay the:charaer of M. de Vol-

taire, and that of his enemies. ,

A tribute of admiration -paid, By
a prince of the blood, to a young
man whofe rank in life placed him
at a diftance from that perfonage,
and whofe fame had not then lef-
fened the diftance between them,
has appqa}r;dl to us to:merit prefer-
vation. .

The



ADVERTISEMENT.

The Note fent :by the. cele-
brated Le Kain cannot fail to in-
tereft ‘men ‘of letters ; In it,’ that
great a@or ingenuoully paints Vol
taire’s enthufiafm for ' the dramd-
tic art, and for the talent of a&-
ing; and, at the fame time, the
zeal with which he' endeavoured,
notwithftanding his love of the art,
and his defire to find a&ors worthy
of his pieces, fo diffuade that young
man from the purfuit of a profeffion
too ‘much degraded by prejudice,
while he added to his advice the
means of entering into fome other
| fituation.



T

ADVERTISEMENT.

fituation. - This anecdote is one of

thofe ;whicb prove that benevolence

was the rulin_g,péﬁiqn of Voltaire’s

fo(i;l. 4

Thus, vmh il greater dxﬁntere&-
ednefs, he prevallcd on Mademmfclle
Clairon, in 1765, to renounce the
ftage ; although the powers of this
fublime a&refs were in all their vi-
gour, and became daily more necef
fary to the poet, whofe dramatic
genius began to decline by age and

intenfe application.

His



ADVERTISEMENT.

* His counfels to D’ Alembert and
Dlderot when they were perfccuted
for pubhfhmg the Encyclopedla, and
many circumftances of the fame na-
ture, will further prove that the Tove
of juftice rofe, in his mind, fuperior

to every other confideration.

A SE-
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SELECTION

O F

JUSTIFICATORY PIECES.

V E R S*

DE s. A. S. LE PRINCE DE CONTI,

A M. DE VOLTAIRE,
1718,

PLUTON-l- ayant fait choix d’une jeune pucelle,
Et voulant donner 3 fa belle .
Une"marque de fon amour,

Commanda qu’une féte et fuperbe et galante
Réparit

+ Pluto having chofen a youthful virgin, being
defirous to afford the beauty a proof of his love,
gave commands that a magnificent and gallant fef-
tival fhould diffipate the horrors of his gloomy

* The intention of Juftificatory Pieces is fuch as to re-
quire a more faithful and literal tranflation than perhaps can
be given in verfe, which fhould preferve the true fpirit of
poetry. For which reafon the originals of the few poetical
pieces which are here contained, are inferted, and rendered
in profe in the notes.

Vou. II. B abode,



2 A SELECTION OF

Réparit les horreurs de fon trifte {éjour.
Pour fatisfaire fon attente,
11 fait affembler a fa cour .
Tous ceax dont le bon golt et Iz délicatefler
Pouvaient contribuer au fpetacle pompeux
Qu'il préparait i fa maitrefle.
Parmi tous ces hommes fameux,
11 choifit ceux dont le génie
§’était fignalé dans tous lieux
Par la plus noble poéfie.
Chacun 2 réuffir travailla de fon mieux.
Pour remporter le prix et Corneille ¢t Racine
Unirent leur veine divine:
Chaque auteur en vain difputa,

Et
abode, For this purpofe, he invited to his court all
thofe whofe good tafte and delicacy could contribute
to the pompous fpeftacle, which he was preparing

for his miftrefs. From among thefe fo famous men
Re feleGted all whofe genius had been any where fig-

nalifed in-the fublime art of poetry. Each did his:

beft to fucceed. Corneille and Racine united their
talents divine tb bear away the prize ; each in vain

contended, and withed to gain the fuffrage of the
: 8 God,.
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Et voulut gagner le fuffrage
Du Dieu qui demandait I'ouvrage;
Bien que des deux efprits la piéce emportit,
f’on ignorait encor qu’elle edt cu Pavantage.
Enfin le jour venu de cet événement,
De tant d’auteurs la cohorte nombreufe
Recherchait la gloire flatteufe
De remporter 'honneur de Papplaudiffement.
Tandis qu’a faire cette brigue,
Toute la troupe fe fatigue,

Sans fe donner du mouvement,
Racine avec Corneille, au fein de PElyfée,
Rappelaient Phiftoire paflée
) Du

God, who had iffued his commands; for though
viftorious over all competitors no one yet knew
which of them might claim precedence. The day
at length arrived, when the whole affembly of wits
hoped to obtain the high renown which public ap-
plaufe had to beftow. While all were thus bufied in
contention, Racine and Corneille fat tranquilly in the
Elyfian groves, recalling to mind the hiftoryof times
paft, when they were the living ornaments of
Ba France.

B

 pe
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Du temps ol de la France ils étaient ’ornement.
Ils avaient fu par ceux qui venaient de la Terre,
Du théitre frangais le funefte abandon,
Que depuis leur décés le délicat parterre

Ne pouvait rien trouver de bon,
Ce malheur leur caufait une triftefle extréme.

Ils connaiffaient que dans Paris ’on aime
'D’un fpe@acle nouveau les doux amufemess ;
* Qu’abandonnés par Melpoméne,

Les auteurs n’avaient plus ces nobles fentimens

Qui fontla grice de la fcéne.

Depuis leur féjour en ces licux,

IIs

France. From ghofts newly arrived they had
heard of the fatal decay of poetry in- France; and
that the auditors of Melpomene, difficult to pleafe,
had, fince their deceafe, found nothing worthy of
the ftage. Their grief at this intelligence was ex-
treme; they knew how much their countrymen
were delighted with the pleafures the theatre can
beftow ; and that, forfaken by the mufe, poets no
longer poffefled thofe noble flights which fo much
grace the {cene. Since their defcent to thefe abodes,

they

o
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1ls avaient fait la connaiffance
-D’un démon fans expérience,
Mais dont D’efprit vif, gracieux,
- Surpaffait déja les plus vieux
Par fes talens et fa fcience.
Pour réparer les maux du théitre obfcurci,
Ce démon fut par eux choifi.
115 lui font prendre forme humaine ;
Des regles de leur art i fond ’ayant inftruit,

Sur les bords fameux de la Seine
Sous le nom d’ Arouet cet efprit fut conduit.

Ayant puifé fes vers aux eaux de I’ Aganipe,
Pour fon premier projet il fait le choix d’Oedipe:
Et

they had become acquainted with a fpirit, inexperi-
enced, but whofe alive and graceful wit furpaffed
the moft aged in genius and in fcience. To repair
the wrongs of the fuffering ftage, they chofe this
fpirit, prevailed on him to affume a human form,
and, having inftru@ted him perfeitly in their art,
fent him to the banks of the Seine, where he took
the name of Arouet. Having drunken of the waters
of Aganippe, the firft fubje& he chofe was Oedipus ;

B3 and,

b bt e
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Et quoique dés long-temps ce fujet fat connu,
Par un ftyle plus beau cette piece changée,
Fit croire des Enfers Racine revenu,

Ou que Corneille avait la fienne corrigée.

and, old though the fable was, its new and youthful
beauties were fo numerous that it was imagined
Racine had returned from the fhades, or that Cor~
neille had corre@ed the defe@s of his verfe®.

* Thefe lines do as much honour to the Prince of Conti
as the approbation of Oedipus did to la Motte. The prince
and la Motte mutually announced a worthy fucceffor of Cor-
neille and Racine; and never was prophecy more fully ags
complithed, -

LET-
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LETTEHR
FROM THE ABBE DESFONTAINES,

TO M. DE VOLTAIRE.

May 31, 1724
| SHALL never forget, fir, the infi-
nite obligations 1 owe to you. The
goodnefs of your heart 1s fuperior even
to your underftanding; and you are
the trueft of friends. The zeal with
which you have ferved me does mg,
indeed, more honour, than the malice
and bafenefs of my enemies does me
injuftice, by the unworthy treatment
which they have brought upon me.

B 4 It
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It is neceffary that I fhould not pub-
licly appear for fome time. Fallax in-

JSamia terret.

I have received a letter de cachet
which exiles me to the diftance of
thirty leagues from Paris. Idepart with
pleafure infearch of folitude; but I am
much mortified that this retreat thould
be enjoined me. It is fome degree of
triumph for the wretched authors of
my difgrace. I am exceedingly willing
to go into the country; but endeavour,
fir, to procure the king’s order to be
fuperceded by another letter de cachez,

in this form:

The
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The King, informed of the falfhood of
2he accufation brought againff the Sicur
Abbé Desfontaines, confents that be fhould

remain at Paris.

Should &ou obtain this order from
M. de Maurepas, it would be an effen-
tial point ; and I promife M. de Mau-
Tepas, on my honour, to depart imme-
diately, and not to return to Paris, till
I fhall have demanded fecret permif -

fion of him.

This, my dear friend, is, what, at
Prefent, I have to beg you to obtain
for me. You will confer yet another

infinite .
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infinite obligation on me, by this new
fervice. It is, in my mind, the fimpleft
means that can be taken to repair the
fcandal and injuftice which I have en~
durcci, till T can do better, and can
procure the neceflary information to
difcover the hidden fprings of the hor-
rible intrigue of my enemies. Notwith-
ftanding the atrocious nature of the ac-
cufation, and the readinefs of the public
to believe the accufed guilty, I have
the fatisfaction of feeing thofe who are -
even unknown to me take my part,
Such men as Nadal, Danchet,de Pons,
and Fréret, are the only perfons, I am
told, who treat my name as, through

v oy
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my life, I fhall treat their infamous
works and their unworthy charalters.

Genus irritabile vatum.

I have formed a plan for my defence,
which will be excellent and curious,
and I fhall finifh it in the country. I
am too publicly known to remain
filent after fuch an execrable infult,
and I fhé.ll compofe my apology in fuch
a manner that I fhall have the lionour
of prefenting it to M. de Maurepas, and
fhall befeech him to permit its publica-
tion. In this, will be {een all the misfor-
tunes which have befallen me, and thefe
misfortunes ever caufed by men of let-

“ters;



12 . A SELECTION OF

ters; but it will particularly contain

the hiftory of my quitting the Jefuifts.

Adieu, my dear friend ; let me beg

you to think of me.

"DESFONTAINES.

LET-



4

JUSTIFICATORY PIECES. 13

LETTER

FROM THE SIEUR DEMOULIN

TO M. DE VOLTAIRE.

Pari.f; Auguft 12. 1738,
SIR, >

WE thank you moft humbly for all
your goodnefs, and for the indulgence
you have granted to enable us to re-
pay you. We fhall ever preferve a
faithful remembrance of it, and, on
every occafion, fhall exprefs our lively
gratitude. Your fecurity is perfe&ly

good ; and we beg you to be perfuaded

© we fhall difcharge the debt as {peedily

as we poffibly can. Iam in advance for

feveral

Py o - s P
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feveral good fpeculations, and our zeal
to ferve others has added to our em-

barraflment.

You do me juftice, fir, in believing
me incapable of any ill defign; I ven-
ture even to declare to you that I
never have entertained any, and that
never had a lover a more tender at-
tachment to his miftrefs than I to you,
notwithftanding all that has happened.
1 have inconfiderate moments, it is
true; you have often reproved me for
them, with reafon; but I will yield to
no one in integrity of mind, purity of
intentions, or zealous ativity, when -

there



—
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there arifes an opportunity of doing
good.

I know that I have been greatly ca-
lumniated, and I know alfo that thofe
who exclaimed moft againft me, quitted
you to come to me with a defign of
exafperating my mind againft you.
Since that time, I have rendered fome
confiderable fervices to one of thofe
perfons; and fhould occafions prefent
themfelves of obliging the others, I
fhall willingly embrace them. It is
the only vengeance which I profefs to,
take. '

If you think I can be ufeful to you ins
anty way, and indeed in affairs that may

require
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require difcretion, honour me with your
commands; and I befeech you to be

aflured of an ative and fecret fervice.

My wife begs her moft humble re-
fpe&s. I have the honour to be, with.
profound efteem,

SiR, '
"~ Your moft humble fervant,

. DeEmovuLIN,

Acknowledgment of the fame.

I, the underfigned, acknowledge -
that M. de Voltaire, having lent my
wife and me the fum of twenty-feven
thoufands livres, and in confequence
of the deranged fituation of our affairs,

having
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Ve

having confented to take the fum of
three thoufand livres fecured by an ob-
ligatorylwri'ting, executed in the pre-
fence of the notary Ballot, on the 12th
June, 1736, has now forgiven feven
hundred and fifty livres which remain-
ed to be paid of the three thoufand,
and has given me an entire and full re-

leafe for the fame.  Jan. 19, 1743.

DeMovLIN. .

VoI, .C  LET-
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S S S P S TR RO

LETTEBERS

{ ~TROM THE BOOKSELLER JORE -
4 -+ . TO M. DE VOLTAIRE.

CLETTER I
s I‘R, Paris, December 20, 1738,
I Entreat you, in confideration of the
embarrafled ftate of my affairs and the
detention of my papers, to pardon my
delaying till now to acknowledge the
wicked proceedings of thofe who have
availed themfelves of my misfortunes to
oblige me to commence an unjuft {uit
againft you, and to fuffer an infamous fac-
tum (declaration) to be printed. "I alto-

gethér
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gether retract them both. The malice
of your enemies has ferved to no other
purpofe  than to difplay the goodnefs of
your character to me ; for you have the
generofity to pardon the fault T have
committed in liftening to bad counfel.
I affure you I repented even in the
moment in which I was fo unhappy as
to act againft you. 1, at length, per-
feily perceive how I was led into the
error.  The jealoufy of men of letters
is not unknown to you, and, in this, you
fee to what excefs it has been carried.
They have inflamed my mind, and have
made me the means of injuring you;
which has fo difpleafed me that I promife
you never again to fee thofe who induced

Cz2 ~ me

M S S
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me to forget my duty to you in this in-
ftance, and I will atone for the ex-
treme injuftice of it, by the conftant
attachment which I vow to preferve

through life to your interefts.

I befeech you, fir, to reftore your
friendfhip to me, and to believe that
my heart never took any part in the
malice of your enemies, and that it is
my heart alone which leads me to make

this declaration.

I have the honour to be, with refpet,
S1r,
Your moft humble fervant,

JorE.
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LETTER IL
Paris, Dec. 38, 1738.
SIR,

I HAD the honour of writing to
you, on the 2oth of this month, in the
bitternefs of my heart, to entreat your
forgivenefs, and to affure you of ‘the
fincere repentance under which T fuf-
fer for the unjuft fuit which I was in-
duced By your enemy (you know to
whom I allude) to commence againft
you. I told you of my remorfe and
the horror which I felt at my cruel
attack of him who was my benefac-
tor; I informed );ou that I had dif-

Cs covered

- " et X &

-
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covered the error into which I had been
led ; and I begged you, fir, to believe
that my ailliction is equal to my fault.
Deign, fir, to extend your generofity
to the granting me the pardon I ven-
ture to demand. I retract the unjuftand
calumnious fafum which was made in my
naime, and which I had the unhappinefs
* to fign. T was blind, and your enemies
feduced me. Again, I repeat to you that
I'am in the deepeft affliction, and my
remorfe has brought ficknefs upon me.
There is nothing I would not do, dur-
ing the remainder of -my life, to atone
far my fault. In fhort, fir, were you a
witnefs of the diftrefs I feel at being
deceived by ill counfel, you would pity

my
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my condition. Be fo good, at leaft, to
give orders that I may be informed
that you have the.clemency to pardon
me, if you do not deign to write ta
me yourfelf. I engage to pay all the
expence of the procefs if- 1 have money
fufficient ;> nor is there any thing I
fhould not be willing to do through the
remaining days of my life to teftify to
you individually and to the public my
repentance, my admiration of your cha-
racter, and the very profound re{ped
with which Tam,
- SIR,
Your moft humble fervant, .

JorE.

Cy LET-



24 . A SELECTION OF

" LETTER I

b Paris, Fune 3, 1743«
I Have received, fir, the thrée hun-
dred livres thdt you have after all had
the goodnefs to give me. This new
manner of averiging yourfelf of an un-
fortunate inan; whofe greateft unhap=:
pinefs has been to forget what was due

t6 you, and who has fo long Been griev-
" ed for his error, fhall éver be prefent
with my heart. Your generous aions
to me: augrhent my fin¢ere repentance;
and ihfpiré me with the tendereft re-
fpect and affection for you. Thofe who

I deceived
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deceived me muft indeed have been
monfters; nor could theyknow your real
charadter as Ido. My life bught to be
employed in proving my devotion to
you. J cannot find terms to exprefs the
feelings you have excited in my heart.
Permit me only to prefent myfelf
before you, permit me to come and
thank you ; it is a favour I befeech you

to add to all your other goodnefs.

Tam, with rcfpeé: and the moft live-
ly grﬁtitude, |
- S, ‘
Your moft humble fervant,

JOR‘E.'

e AR e Ahee sl vaal® 3
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© L E T TER "IV,
C ]lf[an, Octabir 20, 1768

- SIR,. -
THE penfion you have the goodnefs
to allow me; 'and fome. fcholars whom
I aflifted in perfetting themfelves in’
the French language, but who, unfor-
tunately for me, are quitting this city
to travel, have enabled me to fubfift
at Milan.” Great God ! in what a fitua-
tion fhall I'be placed, deprived of thefe
fuccours ! I have been formerly ufeful
to you in bemg your amanuenfis ; can

I no longer be of any fervice to you?
If
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If Milan were a place in which works
were . publithed in French, I could
employ myfelf in correcting the prefs,
and thus avoid the wretchednefs which
threatens mé, and from which you, fir,
can relieve me, by giving me an afy-
lum i your houfe, where I am.per-
{uaded you muft have {fome-one who is

lefs ufeful to you than I might be.

I hope, fir, that when you confider
my prefent condition, and how differ-
ent it is from that in which you have
formerly feen me, you will be induced
to foften its feverity ; and fo much the
more-readily as this change in my cir-

cumftances
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cumftances has not driferi either from

my own diffipation or imprudence. -

When M. de Cideville procuréd me
the honour of being known to you, he,
as well as myfelf, regarded that ho-
nour as the means of augmenting my
fortune ; how could he forefee the in-
Juftice that would be done me, and

that my total ruin would be the refult ?

I flatter myfelf that, moved by my
unhappy fituation, you will honour me
with an anfwer which will diffipate the
frightful apprehenfions which I have
of the future, and which I cannot thun

without
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without your kind affiftance. With

this hope, permit me to fubfcribe my-

| {elf, refpeCtfully,
i Sir,
Your moft humble fervant,
JOKE.
LET
]
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LETTER V.
' ' Milan, April 23, 176g.
-8 TR, o
On my return from the Ifles of Bor-
mios -where his excellency Count Fre-
deric was fo good as to keep me three
weeks for the benefit of the air, and to
reinftate my health after the ficknefs
I have had, Meffieurs Origoni and Par-
raviccini remitted me from Florence,
by your order, five and twenty fequins,
for which I have given them a receipt
in the name of Meflieurs Francis and

Louis Bontemps of Geneva.

[
PR

I cannot
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I cannot fufficiently teftify my grad-"

tude to you, nor could you, fir,: have
fent me this affiftance more oppor-
tunely-; as I wanted both linen and:
cloaths. Although your generofity ex-
tended the order to remit me what I
thould have occafion for without limit-
ing the fum, I thought .it. my duty
not to abufe your kindnefs ; and with-
out delay I employed the. twenty-
five fequins in the purchafe of fome
cloaths which fortunately fitted me,
and in four fhirts which I have ordered
to be made; and thefe will at leaft
place me in a condition to appear de-
cently in the houfes of fuch people of

rank as have the goodnefs to admit me.

2 ~ In

m am B n s rwmd Gl
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In thefe families I have {poken of your
goodnefs, and I was commended for
having requefted no more than this
fum, although your hbera,hty had nog
reftri®ed me.

With what tranquillity fhall I pafs
the remainder of my life, thould I have
the misfortune to furyive you, were
you to fettle on me the means of fup-
porting the diftrefling fituation of my
 affairs, afituation which I have fo little
merited. - I venture, fir, to hope this
from your goodnefs. I fhall then have
nothing further to defire than an op-
portunity of exprefling the greatnefs of

my gratitude to you. I look for that

happy
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happy day with impatience ; and beg
you to be perfuaded of the refpe@ful
attachment with which I have the ho-
nour to be,

| . Sﬁ, - Y-

Your moft humble fervant, |

.. JorE. .

Vor.II. - D - " LET-
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CLETTER VL
Milan, September 25, 177 3«

STR, '
STRONGLY penetrated with grati-
tude and tranfported with joy, I thank
you fof.your confoling: p'romifé of ex-
tricating me from my diftrefs, and for
the eight Louis d’ors which you fent me.
They could not have arrived more for-
tunately to relieve me from the greateft
embarraflinent. Fearing I fhould of-
fend you, I forbear to fay all that pafles
in my mind. I flatter myfelf that your
ideas of me are changed to my advan-

tage, and I affure you that I deferve
they



JUSTIFICATORY PIECES. 35

they fhould be fo by the fentiments of
gratitude with which I have the ho-
nour, refpectfully, to be,

Sir,

Your moft humble fervant,

Jore,

D2 LLE T-

TR =™ e® - A

e e o ————— W "
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L ETTER
FROM M. DE SAINT-HYACINTH,

* TO M. DE BURIGNY.

Bellevilley, May 2, 1739«
I RETURN you, fir, the manufcript
which you did me the honour to con-
fide to me. You will probably ima-
gine that I have read it with pleafure,
and you are not miftaken ; but fhould
you conclude that I felt myfelf fatisfied
when I had finifhed, you will be de-
ceived. Charmed with what I have
already feen, I have but the more fen-
fibly felt the abfence of the remainder;
and to the pleafure of perufing the

work



_:
!
! !
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work has fucceeded confiderable anger

againft the author.

" Your indifference, fir; or to {peak
more frankly,your indolence, muftmake
all thofe who know of what you are ca-
pable as angry as myfelf. - -} you arc fo
indifferent- to fame as to- contemn the
reputation which muft refult from the
perfeCtion of this work, the juftice the
public have done you with refpect to
what you have already impartedto them
calls on you to give them the remainder
which they expet with impatience.
No one has afcended with more truth,
or more penetration to the fountain
héﬁd, nor has any one treated this fub-

D3 Je&

rd
-
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ject with greater delicacy and precifion,
I thall excite all your friends to impor-
tune you till you have made the work
complete. At the head of thefe I fhall
place the Countefs, to whofe lips the
Graces have imparted the gift of per-
fuafion ; after which it will be feen
whether We fhall leave you indolent,
and at your eafe, for fome time to

come.

You did me juftice, fir, when you
-afferted that I had no connection with
the author of the Voltairomanie, who-
ever he may be; and I further now de-
clare to you that I have never read
the piece entirely through. I merely

glanced
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.iglanced over it, -becaufe I was inform-
«d that the author had cited me relative
to M. de ‘Vo‘ltaire; a circumftance
which I could not .hear without indig-
nation.. I would gladly know by what
-anthority M. de Voltdire’s. name and
tine- are brought in' queftion, fince
neither the one nor the other are to be
-found in' the work of mine which is
‘quoted by them. They go further:
would you fuppofecit, fir> They have
interpreted what I meant to fay. The
deification, of “which they fpeak, is
merely a work of imagination, a chain
of fidtions, the links of which are con-
ne&ted. to form'a'whole. The defign
in this was to poinf out in'general the
defes into which the learned fall, in

D4 various
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"The . author has, : therefore, i1n this
work,. been obliged  to’ 'imagine. cir-

_cumftances, which, although related as
. chara&eriflically . perfonal, ‘fhauld..be
: regardcd, merely as general fatire, ap-
plicable to all the learned who may be

guilty of fimilar errors. It is not “pofii-

ble to. write an. allegory, or draw-a
_character,.. which the. imagination . of
the reader cannot-apply to fome:one;

whom perhaps the author has not-even

known., Thus, he who, in.a work of

invention, fhall have had only a gene-

ral object, fhall be made to allude to an

‘individual, by the malignity of falfe in-
terpretation. If this be permitted, we

muft
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muft no-longer think of .\vpiting;'at
leaft till the public, becoming more
referved, judge of the intention of the
author in conformity with the general
defign’ of his work ; and till they for-
bear to caufe the malignity of interpre-
tation to recoil upon the writer whom

they interpret.

When I faw in what ‘manner the
writer of the Foltairomanie had decided
on my intention, I own to you, fir, that
I was extremely furprifed how he, who
is faid to be the author of it, can be
thus totally:unmindful of ‘all decorum.
My furprife equalled my indignation
and his temerity, not to ufe a harfher

term,



42 . A SELECTION OF"

term. It is true that.from: the nature
of the work there is nothing which we

-might not be led to expett.

. Tam inforvmed .that M. de letairc
fa .much defpifed this book as. not to
Va.nﬁver it.. He did perfectly right.
Abortion is the deftiny of {fuch writings;
which can only exift by being the fub-
ject of converfation. M..de Voluaire
has more valuable employment, . Cul-
tvating at prcfent the Mufas feveriores,
they have taught him to rife into
thofe tranquil regions to which | the
vapours of the earth do not extend :
Sapientum _templa ferena.

Here,
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Here, fir, are the two madrigals of
M. de Bignicourt, which I could not
perfectly repeat to.you the laft time 1
had the honour of feeing you in Paris.

- Des traits d’une injufle colire .
. Vous payes mes feux en ce jour :
Iris, pourquoi voulez-vous faire

La Haine ﬁ/[e de I’ Amour® 2

AUTRE.
Iris, wous dizlaz';gnez les feux
Qu’en moi Vos charmes ont fait naitre:
Mon deftin n'eft pas détre beureux,

Mais mon caeur méritait de Pétrege

* With marks of unjuft anger you now repay
my pafion. Wherefore, Iris, would you make
Hatred the child of Love ?

ANOTHER.

t+ Iris, you difdain the flame which your charms
have kindled in my bofom : it is not my fate to be

happy, yet my heart deferves {o to be.
Pray
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Pray inform me; fir, whether you
are atquaihted with the mantfcript on
Tournaments, purchafed by M. de
Reiux'; and, when time and circum-
ftances fhall fuit, do not forget that
you have ‘at Bellevillé a very humble

and very dbediént‘ fervant,

. SaiNT. HYAciNTH.

AU

LET-
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LETTER

FROM M, D’ARGENSON, THE ELDER,

TO M. DE VOLTAIRE.

Paris, Feb. 7, 1§39+
'THIS Abbé Desfontaines is ?;ile
man, fir; his ingratitude certainly fur-
paffes the crimes by which he gave
you an opportunity of obliging him.
Fear not but that the people in power
will be your partizans. Ione day hap-
pened at the table of the cardinal to
affirm that he was the re¢tor of a good
living in Normandy by which I offend-
ed all prefent. His eminence made

me
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‘me repeat three times what I had faid,
and I fhould have loft the efteem of the
world, and have ruined my fortune,
had not the Prévit des Marchands bore
witnefs to the fac. The chancellor
thinks as I do relative to this % # of
.thekpolice ; and M. Herault ought to
be of the fame opinion, or he will red-
der himfelf accountable to thofe whom"
"he may condemn. The chancellor
thinks well of your works; “which ‘he
has often mentioned to me during our
walks at Frefne. But of all your
knights my brother is moft angry with
your enemy. I went to him after the
receipt of your letter, and he told'me
that, in conformity to the chancellor’s

orders,
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orders, the Abbé Desfontaines would
be fuminroned to declare whether the.
libéls in ;IUeﬁ{on were written by him ;
and, if not freely, would be obliged to
fign the affirmative or the.negative. Be
aflured the bufinefs will be properly.
conduéted. 1 will fhortly:folicit the

chancellor in perfon.

I embrace your caufe with ardour and
fatisfaction, which is but juft. I have
cohtinually known you the. enemy of
fcandal ; you are angry with kaaves,
and laugh at fools. I mean to imitate
your example to the beft of my ability;
and yet I think myfelf an honeft man.
This is no more than having an opi-

nion ;
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mon ; to impart fuch an opinion to our -
friends is detradtion, .which rehgion,-
good fenfe, and even i'n{’cin&, forbid,
You have.always appeared to me far
from having-any fuch evil' propenfity,
and I am confirmed in this fuppofition
by your acknowledged works, which
are worthy of yourfelf. Continue to
write without fear for five and twenty
years ‘longer; but write poetry, not-
withftanding your oath in the preface
to Newton. With whatever clearnefs,
beauty, and dignity, you may have un--
derftood and explained the philofophic
fytem of this Englithman, do not
therefore defpife poetical  epiftles,
poems, and tragedies. We fhall -al-’

ways
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ways obtain fcientific food, but we
fhall foon have a dearth of works of
wit, and no longer will go to the theatre
from the want of good authors in verfe '

and profe.
Adieu, fir: why do you mention

‘prc")te&i‘on and refpect to an old friend,

and one who will ever remain fuch ?

Vo Il.  E LET-
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LETTER
FROM THE SIEUR DE BONNEVALF

TO M. DE VOLTAIRE. -
Paris, Ftb. 27, 1737~
I Was at your houfe this morning, fir,
w 1th a deﬁgn of havmg the honour of
feemg you, and was informed that you
were at court. You would, without
doubt, have been furprifed at my vifit,
but the motive by which it was occa-
fioned would have furprifed you ftill
more. Neverthelefs, I afflumed cour-
* This Bonneval is a knave who formerly robbed
me of ten louis d’ors, was difmifled from the houfe

of Mantmortel, and wrote a libel againft me. [ Note

of M. de Voltaire awritten on the original letter.]
1 age
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age from the reflettrons which natural
iy arife in 2 mind of the fidt order, and
i fzid to myfelf:: It is true that, fince
the year ¢jes, T have {carce ever had
the honour of feeing M. de Voltaire,
but he: will potolle& that he walks in a
fphére which does not permit.every one
%o approach him; and ke cannot be
igmoramt of the:admiration.of him which
1'haxe eweravowed, nor can he doubt
the avowal ‘without doing injuftice to
my difcernment. - Mo .one ‘at prefent
has it-more ia his power to render him
juftice than imylelf, from the .opportu-
wity which { had during 4 year -of ob-
ferving timi ¢ thofe focetiés in which
the mind- 3nd the heart may difeover
- E2 their
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their true feelings without danger; and
thence I have formed an ;bpinion of
him: which - perfuades :me. that it is. &
pleafure to him to confer obligations. .

Thefe fentiments, fir, led me to your
houfe to beg the favour. of you to lend
me ten piftoles, for -which.I have an
immediaté -occafion; and to offer you,
for payment, an authority to receive
the fum from. the arrears:of ;a_ rent
which was left me by a lady of your
acquaintance and who has been dead
fome years paft. If the dead had any
influence I would implore her med;i;a,;
tion in my behalf. : You would not -
have; refifted that while the wasliving,

and
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and' perhaps fhe fill lives in your me-
mory; at ledft the merits tl;e honour .
by ‘the fentiments fhe eptertained re-
fpe&ing you. I was acquainted with
them to the hour of her death; and of

that I was a forrowful witnefs. - -

The requeft which I defigned to have
made perfonally to you I now commu-
nicate in writing, and if you fhould
pleafe to comply with it I will wait on
any perfon you may think proper to
name' on your behalf, and place the
authority in his hands. 1 fear to offend
your delicacy fhould I here employ
tricks of eloquence to difpofe you to
do me this favour. To explain our

E3 neceffity
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neceflity to & perfon who ‘thinks nobly-.
is to fay every thing ; and I will ondy
add that my gratitude thalt be cqually‘
ardent and darable. -

I have tlie hondur to be moft truly,

fir, your very humble fervant,
‘Dz BoNwEvVAL,

Rui¢ St. Amney at the boufe of M. Dionis.

- LET.
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"LETTER.

FROM M. PRAULT, JUNIOR, BOOKSEL-
LER. AT PARISs,

, TAaMADAME DE;CHAMI’BQNIN:, AT VASSY.

Paris, Fan. 24, 1739.
MADAM, > Jame 24, 1739

YOU know that T am indebted, for
the obligation of being introduced to
M. de Voltaire, to a magiftrate who is
his friend, and who'is diftinguithed by
his virtue ‘and ‘his merit. - ‘had long
withed to bring my bufinefs into re-
pute by the weorks of a man whom I
then knew only by ithe powers of his
mind, and who has fince fo ftrongly
attached me to him by the qualities of

| E4 his
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his heart. My youth, my good dif-
pofition, and my fincerity, titles to
his favour which are ever fuccefsful,
completed what recommendation had
commenced. Since that time, his
confidence has rendered me the inftru-
ment of fo many als of generofity,
that, as well in juftice to him as in gra-
titude to friends whom I particularly
regret, I.thing it my duty to render an
authentic. teftimony of all my tranfac-
tions relative to M. de Voltaire, and to
anfwer the unjuft accufation of the li-
bel entitled The Voltairomanie, which
all worthy people behold with indigna-

tion,

The
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The following is the hiftory of M.
de Volrtaire’s works fince I knew him,
and which I am enabled to prove by
authentic documents..

I' began by printing the Henriade
with confiderable corrections, the pro-
fits of which M. de Volaire pre-
fented to a young man whofe talents
had made him his friend; and to whom
he alfo gave his tragedy of the Death of

Cefar. At the fame time he gave the

liberty of reprinting Zaire to another
bookfeller, whofe copy-right in that
work had expired. He gave to me his
tragedies of Oedipus, Mariamne, and

Brutus, for my own emolument. I alfo
publifhed
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publifhed the Prodigal Son; the per-
fon who was charged to treat with me
for it ‘demanded fo reafonable a price,
that, far from having any difagreement,
I gave him a hundred francs more than
the price he had demanded. Some'days
after M. de Voltaire informed me in
a letter that he never' required money
for his produttions*; but books' only.
In fine, he made a prefent of his Eles
ments of Newton to his.Dutch book.
fellers: - Shortly after an -edition . was
printed which was called the Lon-
don edition, and I know that the book.
feller, who began it unknown to Vol-
taire; thought, nevertheléfs, that it was

. * That is to fay, for himfelf.
o an
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an attention tue to M. de Voltaire to
communicate the defign to:him and to
fubmit it to his corrections before it
was publithed. The edition being
ready to appcar, M. de Voltaire bought
a hundred and fifty copies to prefent to
his friends at Paris, which coft him, in- -
cluding the binding, nearly a hundred

1 , o .

piftoles. SER

"This, madam, ‘is the account of the
profit which' M. de Voltaire has drawn
from his works; or rather it is the
means of confounding his ¢alumniator;
and you will perceive what credit ought
to be given'to the impoftures of which
his' work is an entire tiflue,

' I have
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I have the'honour to be, with the
moft profound refpet, &c.

Pravir, Juntor.

Declaration.of the Abbi Guyot Desfontasnes
- - - to the Police. -

- T'declare that I am .not the auther
of a;libel printed under the title of The.
Voltairomanie; and that I altogether dif-
avow it, regarding as calumnious all the
fa&s which are imputed to M. de Vol-
taire in that libel; and that I fhould
think myfelf difhonoured had :I taken
the leaft part in that produion, pof-
feffing as I do alf the fentiments of .ef- -
teem for M. de \golgairc w,hich.af'é due

-ta
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to his talents, and which the public fo
juftly exprefs for him. Done at Paris,
April 4, 1739.

: Dpsfoﬁf)smx-:s.

N. B. The eriginal 35 depofited in the
lzand.t of M. Hérault.

. LE T-
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LETTER. .

FROM M. DE CHAMPBONIN
ot (

TO HIS SON,
AT THE FORTIFICATION OFFICE AT PARIS.,

G e “ \Chapbbiin May 151739,
YOU muft no longér write 1o M. de
Voltaire at Cirey, my fon; he is lately
gone to Bruffels with the Marqﬁis and
Marchionefs du Chatelet. You will
eafily conceive how much we are affli&t-
ed at his abfence; never was there a
more tender or more refpectable friend.
We feelingly regret the four years
which he paffed in Champaign. Thofe
hapyly days, during which we lived with

him,
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him, cannot but recal to your memory
the aumerbus marks of friendfhip he
beftowed on us ; which were {o effectu-
al that, had I the power, I could ‘not
do more even fot you who are my fon.
How great then ought yout graticude
towird him to be? He was under.no
obligation of affording you fuch fingu-
lar marks of attachment, and I hope
you will never forget the excefs of ‘his
kindnefs. It is not enough that you
fhould partake of the favours he has
doneus ; it is neeeflary that you fhould
even {urpafs us in gratitude. Love
him like your father; every feeling of
affe&tion is due from you to him; and
coo s wild



64 - ASELECTION OF

will give me ftill greater fatisfaltion
than the fame affeétion felt for me.

The regret of your mother equals
mine ; you know our friendfhip for
him, and we both lament the lofs of
thofe proofs .of congenial . tendernefs,

which he was fo ready to return.

The Count and Countefs de la Neu-_
ville, concerning whom you make ens
quiry, like vs infinitely regret the lofs
of M. de Voltaire.. He departed. be-
loved by the whole country, and we all
bewail his abfence. The Marquis and
Marchionefs du Chatelet givc us. to
hope that they will return to Cirey as

foon
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foon as they fhall have completed their

bufinefs,
i Write regularly to Bruffels, my fon;
and depend on the affeGtion of myfelf

and of your mother.

CHAMPBONIN,

Vou. II. F LET- :
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LLETTER

: rnbM THE ABBE PREVéST,
| T(; M. DE VOLTAIRE.
Fanuary 15, 1740.
I AM extremely defirous, fir, of be-
coming fome way ufeful to you; this is
an old fentiment which I have often
exprefled in my publications, which
I have communicated to M. Thiriot
on more than one occafion, and which
I feel very forcibly renewed fince the
affair of Prault. I cannot endure that
a multitude of infignificant people,
embittering their minds againft fuch a

character,
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tharadter, thould, forme of them from
pure ialignity, dthers from a falfe ait
of probity and juftice, exert themfelves

to communicate the poifon of their heart

-1t has occurred to me that the publi¢
tafte, which has been hitherto fuffici:
ently uniform in its partiality to my
writings, would render me more likely
than any othef man to do you fome fer-
vice. My admiration of your talents,
and the particular attackment I profefs
to your perfon, would alone urge me
to this obje@ty with much zeal: but
my own intereft is conneéted with my
" withes, and if T may in fome meafure
F2 add
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add to your reputation you may at.the |
fame :time.-be ferviceable to my for~
tune. ~ o . . Lo o e

Here follow two points, fir, which
demand a little éxpiar;ation; but it
thall be fhort ; for. I thave only to.lay

the propofition; before you, * -

1ft. I have thought that 4 defence of
M. de Voltaire and bis works, written .
with care, energy, and fimplicity, &c.
might be a \;aluable work, and might
perhabs once for all filence malignity.
I fhould divide it into two parts; one
of which would refpect his perfon, and
tilc other his productions. Thofe ad-

vantages
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vantages :which  the habit.of writing
may ilrave: added td.fuch abilities as 1
poffefs 1 will emplof. The work fhould
be: publifhed before the end of winter.

- 2d.:i The derangement of myaffairs
is fuch that if Heaven, or fome adne in-
fpired by Heaven, does not enable me
to. fettle them I.fhall foon depart for
England. I fhou'd not compldin of my
fitvation, had it originated in my ill
conduét ; but, though I have been five
years.in France, with as many friends
as there are worthy people in Paris, and
with the protetion of a prince of the
blood# who entertains me in his own
* The Prince de Cont.

F 3 ' houfe,
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boufe, Ian yet without a benefice of
five fous. I owe:about a hundved and
fifty. Loowis d’ors ; for which my .cre.
dirors, uniting together, have made
me give my perfonal fecurity; and fo
urgent- 8 my necefficy that, having
agreed to: difcharge my debts at a time
which expires on the firft of the enfu-
ing month, } am threatened with. an
arreft if I am not punétual, Of a thou-
fand apulent perfons with whom I pafs
my life, ¥ know. net one of whom I can
venture to.demand this fum, or who.k
think would:advance it for me.

The queftion. is, would M, de Vol-
taire, pantly engaged By his generofity
and by his zeal for men of letters, partly

. by
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by my defign to employ myfelf in his
fervice, be willing to deliver mefromthe
moft cruel embarrafiment which I have
ever experienced. The undertaking is
worthy of him; befide that the novelty
alone of fettling the affairs of 2 man to
‘whom the prote&ion of a prince of the
blood, and I may add the friendfhip of
all Paris, is ineffectual, appears to me a

fingular inducement.

I have two ways of repaying the obli-
gation. The firft, by a grateful fenfe of
thefavour; amd Ifhall be reduced to that
if death furprifes mé, for I do not pof-
fefs a revenue of a fingle fon *; but 1

" # One Penny.

F 4 am
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am not advanced in years, and I en-
joy a ftate of _health which promifes
me long life. The other mode is, to
give fecurity on my books ; that would
be fufficient for my creditors if they
would liften to reafon, but my uphol-
fterers and Taylors, who have waited
fome time for their debts, did not think
the fecurity fufficient. A man of letters
will better underftand the value of this
fund,

I conclude, fir ; for indeed here is a
very extraordinary letter. 1 flatter my-
felf that, as'] fhall find much pleafure
in boafting of your kindnefs thould yon
grant mc the favour, you will alfo be

careful
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careful to bury my requeft in oblivion
if any reafon, which I thall fee] no wifh
to difcover, fhould prevent you giving
it the reception which I hope. Butin
either cafe, you will pleafe to regard as
one of your moft devoted fervants and

zealous admirers the
Abbé Prevésr.

P.S. You will readily imagine that
the two propofals I have made you
{prang from M. Prault’s recital of your

various beneficent acions.

T REPORT
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R EP O R T,

Made to the Academy of Sciences by Meffis.
Pitot and Clairaut, April 26, 1741, relative
to the memorial of M. de Voltaire, concerming
Living Force.

WEe have examinéd, by order of the
academy, the memorial of M. de Vol-
taire, entitled, Doubts on the meafure
and the nature of moving Forces. The
memorial contains two parts. The firft
part is an abridged recital of the princi«
pal reafons which héve been’adduced',
to prove that the forces of bodies in
motion are as the quantities of motion,
that is, as the mafs multiplied by the
fimple velocity, and not by the fquare

2 of
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of the velocity ; as thofe pretend who
adopt the theory of Vis viva, or living
force. The reafons ftated by M. de
Voltaire are not given as demonftra
tions, but propofed as doubts: they,
however, are the doubts of a well in-
formed man, and greatly refemble de-

cHion.

We fhall not enter into the exami-
nation of this firft part, becaufe the
intention of the author feems only to
have been to recite the ftrongeft reafons
which have been given againft living
Sorces, in a manner fufficiently brief
and clear, fo as to be recollec"ced'by
the reader with facility,

In
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In the fecond part, M- de Voluire
cenfiders the nature qf force. As he
has concluded that moving force is only
the produce of the mafs.multiplied by
the velocity, he admits of no diftinction
between the vis mortua, or dead forcg;
and the vis viva, or living force. 'When
it is faid that the force of a body in
motion differs infinitely from that of a
body at reft, this, according to him,
is equal to faying that liquid is infinite-
ly more liquid when it rups than when

it does not,

He next ftates that, if force be no-
thing more than the produce of the
mafs multiplied by the velocity, it is

nothing
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nothing more than the body itfelf act-
ing, or ready to.aét. Thus he rejeéts
the opinion of the philofophers, who
have imagined that force was a diftinct
being, a fubftance animating and fe-
parate from bodies; that force ought
to be {fought for in the fimple beings

called monades, &c. ‘

- M. de Voltaire having remarked, as
many other perfons have previoufly
done, that in various cafes the quantity
of .motion augments, and remaining
convinced that force is merely the
quantity of motion, he atks whether
thofe philofophers who have maintained
‘the fyftem .of, the prefervation of an

equal
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equal quantity of forte, in nature, are
not as far from the truth as thofe who
fhould maintain the prefervation of an
equal quantity of {pecies, individuals,
forms, &c. '

He next afks, by referring to the
circumftance, that an elaftic body ftrik-
ing on another more large, does then
communicate a greater quantity of mo-
tion, - and confequently according to
him more force than it previoufly pof-
feffed, whether it be not evidently de«
ducible that bodies do not communi-
cate force ; fo that, the thafs and the
motion being infufficient for the com-
munication of motion, the viy inertin

would
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would be likewife necefary, without
which matter would make no refiftance,

and there would be no a&tion.

M. de Voltaire further fuppofes, that
the vis smertia, the mafs, and the mo-
tion, are not fufficient. He thinks
there muft be a principle which keeps
all bodies in motion, and inceflantly
communicates to them an atting force,
or a force ready to ac ; which princi-
ple, according to him, fhould be gra-
vity ; whether gravity have or have not

a.mechanical caufe.

Neither can gravity, continues he,
account for all the effes of nature.
It
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It is very far from explaining the forcé
of orga{niZéd bédics',' which muft have
an internal principle; -like that:of elaf-
ticity.
M. de Voltaire concludes his mémio-.
fial by faying, that fince the adtive
force of elafticity produces thé fame
effects as force of é.ny other kind, it
may be concluded that nature;, which
often attains different ends by the fame
means, may alfo attain one end by va-
rious means; and that therefore true
philofophy confifts' in tecording the
operations of nature, previous to fub-

Je&king the whole to any general law.

Oof
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Of the various queftions, difficult to
refolve, which' the two parts of this
memorial coﬁ.tain, it :appears' that M.
de Voltaire is well acquainted with
what relates to experimental philofo-
phy; and that he has himfelf well con-
fidered fuch fubjes. -

'Pa.ris, April 26, 1741.

Pitor, CLaIrRAUT.

I certify that the above copy is con-
formable to the original.
Paris, April 27, 1741.
Dort;:us de Mairan, perpetual

fecretary of the royal a;a-
demy of fciences.

Vor. 1L G L E T-
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L ETTZER
FROM THE ADVOCATE MANNORY¥,
T';T‘AOHM. DE VOLTAIRE. (
. May 10, 1744
It is, fir, a long while fince you'heard
from me ; and it is very mortifying that
I am compelled to call your attention
to me by a hiftory of my misfortunes.
Yet 1 too well know the: fentiments " of
your heart to yield te my fears. My
father is ftill living ; he is eighty years
old, and is extremely feeble. " At his

* He received alms at my hands, and wrote a
libel againft me. Note of M. de Voltaire.
o, , death

I
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death I thall poflefs more than a hun-
dred thoufand francs; but I have
not received a crown. My profeffion
abounds with difficulties ; and, to pur-
fue it, affiftance is required, on which
I haverelied, and which has failed me.
I have been affli¢ted with long and fe-
vere ficknefs, and though at length I
regained my health, my practice had
declined. I afterwards formed an ac-
quaintance with a rich devotee; and,
having incurred much expence in drefs
to enable me to appear fuitably at her

table, fhe barbaroufly forbade me the

. houfe. - At laft, fir, the poor M. de

Fimarcon applied to me for affiftance

and counfel, and as I thought his af-

G 2 fairs
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fairs pron?i'ﬁng I dedicated my whole
time and labout to the profecution,of
his fuit. My illnefs had deprivcd me
of half my bufinefs, and I loft the re-
mainder by giving my whole time to

M. de Fimarcon.

. I flactered myfelf that I fhould ac-
quire honour by extricating him from
that affair, and that his gratitude would
{ufficiently indemnify me. Every thing
has been unfuccefsful, fir. Mean while
I was three months in fearch of a houfe ;
on the twenty-third of December I
hired one, and fince tliat. time the
workmen have been employed in pre-
paring it for my reception; fo that fix

2 months
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months- have pafled in which I have
been without a‘houfe,- without cham-
bers,” and confequently without em-

ployment.

‘Judge, fir, of my fituation. T could
not procure a crown from my fath—er.'
He who has been inflexible during his
whole life, does not become feeling
at the age of eighty. M. Dodun, the
old receiver-general, of whom I have
hired my houfe in the Ifle#, has made
me wait, but he has expended four
thoufand francs to make the houfe
commodious for me, which will be to
my advantage. T have fome furniture

# A part of Paris.
G 3 - which,
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which, were they on the fpot, would
ferve my purpofe. I have not there-
fore, fir, any prefent occafion for more
money than will enable me to.remove
my furniture to the place which of
courfe is an object of importance, to
pay fome trifling debts which. I have
contracted in the courfe of fix months,
and to leave me a fmall fum with which
I may open my chambers, and fubfift
till I fhall fall into pra&ice, which I

cannot fail to de.

1 havq frequently heard, fir, that
the unfortunate are permitted to boaft
a little. Claiming this privilege, to
which my firvation has given me too

clear
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clear a title, I may declare that I do
not fear any advocate who is at pre-
fent at the bar. If I find affiftance I
fhall foon recovet my loffes, and my
- chambers will have their ufe; in the
courfe of a year my practice will pro-
bably be confiderable ; and my father
muft, in the end, leave me the property
which he cannot carry away with him.
But, fhould I not procure any aid, my
my houfe will become ufelefs; I fhall
be no longer able to appear at the
courts; and I fhall be inevitably ruin-
ed ; for | have no talents for any other
employment. I will give you all the
fecufity in my power ; my wife and ¥

' G 4 will
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will engage jointly and feparately for
the debt; or' I will even .give bills
of exchange for it, provided. fuffi-
cient time is granted me for the pay-

ment. ..

Will you abandon me,’ fir, and for-
get your long friendfthip for me? I
am one of your oldeft partifans; and
the defender of Oedipus ought not to
perith for want in the midft of the
faireft hopes ; nor does he afk for more
than a little affiftance. Your will have
the honour of patronifing an advocate ;
and, if he becomes celebrated, the
work will not be unworthy of you!

. Though
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Though you have hitherto done fo
much and in various ways, this may
perhaps be wanting to your fame. My
whole reliance is on you, fir; for the
times are frightful, fince nobody is in-
terefted in behalf of talents. You alone
know all who pofiefs them; and you
are their protettor; and, fhould you
think that Iam among the number you
will not furely forfake me. My for-
tune then depends on the judgment
which you fhall entertain of my capa-
city, and I expeét your decifion with
confidence. I lodge with M. Dubois,
at the Palais Royal, Rue de la Comédie
Frangaife. Before you enable me to

remove
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remove to my houfe, I fhall look for

the honour of your an{wer, I am, with
the profoundeft refpect, .

' Sir, :

Your moft humble, &c.

MANNORY.

LET.
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LETTER
FROM THE SAME.

’ Thur fday Morning.
You gave me permiffion fir, again
to remind you of my fituation after
your return from the country. Iappear
refpectable enough in my counfellor’s
gown; but I am in total want of
clothes; nor can I pay any vifits, which
deranges all my affairs. Be fo good as
to inform me, fir, if you have thought of
M. Thiriot. I have had but four fous
to fubfift on for fix days, and you have
promifed me fome {mall affiftance; do

not
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not withhold it at prefent, fir. Were I
properly drefled I fhould be in a con- -
dition to purfue my practice, and my
fituation would cha,nge. I have the
promife of many caufes, but they are
not yet reédy for trial. We approach
the vacations, and the time 1is therefore
unfavourable. Will you fir, mean whiley
fuffer me to die -of hunger? I did not
eat yelterday ; and the day before bread
was my only food ; but it was a feaft.
I cannot decently go out in my gown,
and my drefs is in too rbac.i a ftate to'be
feen. I dare not therefore vifit any one;
nor have I'money to procure any thing
at home. 'My fituation is terrifying !
For God’s fake, fir, give the bearer of

this
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this letter what you may think proper
for my prefent relief ; he is a perfon on
whom you may rely. Pray inform me
what M. Thiriot does. Will you per-
mit an old fervant to perifh; 2 man
who 1 venture to fay f)oifeffés talents,
and who is actually in fight of the har-
bour? Hisveflel is fomewhat impaired;
but he needs only affiftance to enter
the port.” I am with the moft lively
gratitude,

‘ . Sir,

Your humble &c,

MANNORY.

LET-
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LETTER

FROM ]J. Jo ROUSSEAU

TO M. DE VOLTAIRE.

Parisy Deco 11, 1745,
SIR, K

I HAVE endeavoured during fifteen
years to render 'myfelf Worthy of youy
efteem and your zeal for the intereft of
youthful poets in whom you difcover
talents. But having compofed the mu-
fic of an opera, I find myfelf, I know
not how, metamorphofed into a mufi-
cian. In this quality the Duke de
Richelieu committed to my care the

alteration of the Divertiffements which

you
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you have introduced into the Princefs
of Navarre, and he even required me
to make fuch changes in the original
plan as were neceflary to adaptit to your
new fubjet. 1 made refpe&ful remon-
firances, the duke infifted, and I obey-
ed; it is the only thing which can be
done by a man in my fituation. M.
Ballot is charged to communicate the
alterations to you ; which I have en-
deavoured to- execute in the feweft
words poffible, and that is the only merit
I can give them. Do me the favour,
fir, to examine them, or rather.to fub-
ftitute ethers more worthy of the place

which they were defigned to occupy.

C . I alfo
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I alfo hope, fir, that you will pleafe
to give your opinion of the recitative
before it is performed, and point out to
me the placesin which I have departed
from good tafte, that is to fay from.
your conception., Whatever - may be.
my fuccefs in thefe trifling effays, they.
will éver make me proud fhould they
procure me the opportunity of  being:
‘known to you, and of exprefling the.
- admiration and profound. refpe&t with.
which I have the honour to be, -

Sir, your very humble, &c.

J- Js Rousseau; Citizen of Geneva,

LET-
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o i ,
LETTER
VFR‘OM "l'.HE SA'ME.

Parisy, Fan. 30, 1% ¢0.
SIR, > Jor 305 175

ONE Rouffeav® formerly declared
himfelf your enemy leaft he fhould be
compelled to acknowledge himfelf your
inferior. Another Roufleau, without
the genius of the former, thought pro-
per to imitate his malicious conduét. 1
am diftinguifhed by the fame name as
thofe, but poffefs neither the talents of

* Jean Ba:);/iﬁe.‘ ‘W;: dt::'n'ot know the other
Rouffeau ; it was not the Rouffeau of Thouloufe,

author of the Fournal Encyclopédique, nor the Rouf-
feau of Gotha.

Vo, IL, H the
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the one nor the prefumption of the
other, and am ftill lefs capable of their
injuftice to your. I am very willing to
live unknown, but not difhonoured;
and fuch I fhould deem myfelf had I
failed in the refpett which all men
of letters owe to you, and which all
thofe entertain who merit refpect them-

felves.

~ L.will not dwell on this fubjeét, nor
violate, even when you are the ob-
je&, the law I have refolved to obferve
never to addrefs the praifes of any one
to himfelf. But, fir, I will take the li-
berty to fay that(-,you formed an unwor-
thy'judgment of an honeft man when

2 you
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you believed him capable of returning
ingratitude and arregance for your
kindnefs and politenefs to him in the
affair of the Fétes de Ramire*. 1 have
hot forgotten the letter -with which
you honoured me. on that occafion,
and which- convinced -me that, not.
withftanding bafe calumnies, your are
the ttue patron of rifing talents which
need protetion. You deigrned to
promife your friendfhip to the firft ef:
forts of my mind ; they were unfuccefls
ful, and that was what I ought to have
expetted. A folitary being who knew
not how to fpeak, a timid, difconcert-

" * La Princefle de Navarre, which was after>
wards called, Les Fétes de Ramire.,

Hz ed
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ed man did not dare to prefent. hitms
felf to you : andwhat would.have been
my title ¥ * But it was cohfidence and
fot zeal that I wanted ; feating to ins
trude oft your obfervation, I expected
from time 4 favourable occafion to tefs
tify to you my refpelt and- graticude.

From that day I fencunced letters
and the delufive hope of acquiring
fame 5 defpairing to obtain cthat object
by the aid of geniiss I have difdained
‘to owe it, like ordinary mrien, to indirect
means. But I never fhall renounce tiy
admiration of your wotks. You hive
painted friendfhip and every virtue as
a man who underftands ;md loves them.

¥ I have
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I hawe heard enyy mwurmur but have
rejected is clamours, and have faid with-
ont fear of decetying myfelf: ¢ Thefe
writings which elevate the mind and
excite fortitude are pot the producticns
of 3 wan indifferent to virtue,” .

Nor did you form jufter notions of a
- xepublican, fince I was known o you
as fuch. T adore liberty, and equally
LQeteft defpotifm and fervitude, and
would not impofe either on any man.
Such principles j}j fympathize with in-
folence;',whjcb is oftener the fentiment
of dayes, or of men fill more vile than
thofe, little authors who are jealous of
great talents.

Hj I de-
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- I.declare to you then, fir, that ‘ndt
only Rouffeau of - Geneva -never held
the difcourfe you have attributed to
him,’ but alfo that he is incapable of
fuch language. I do not flatter my-
felf that I fhall deferve the honour of
being known to you; but if ever I en-
joy that:happinefs it will be, I hope,

-only by means worthy of your efteem.

I have the honour to be with pro-
found refpe&t, '
Sir, -
Your very humble, &c.

J. J- RoussEav, Citigen of Geneva,

‘ LET-
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LETTER | °

FROM THE MARQUIS D’ADH.EMAB

TO M. DE YOLTAIRE. . -

~ Parisy Nov. 25, 1750,
I WAS fir, at the time informed

of the mgratltude and infolence of
the infignificant d’Arnaud toward you,
and 1 exprefled my indignation at
his conduét. I even defired M. d’Ar-
gental to refer back to the letter of
Fréron; and to take a copy of it. This
letter was in the hands of every one,
and was circulated in fo difadvantage-
ous a manner that I wifthed to fee the

>.~ H4 preface,
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preface, which was complained of, and
which was accufed of being mutilated.
It appeargd to mpe as fimple as I could
wifh, and T found nothing to blame in
it but the name of the author and his
ftyle. In ﬁ-lbr't,‘ﬁr, I do not doubt
that the king, wliom you ferve, will do
you fpeedy juftice. He is fortnnafe
who has occafion to defend the truth
before a monarch, who himfelf patron-
izes and diffeminates truth, -

Yet, notwithftanding this aflurance,
fir, 1 muft again exhort you to aflume
greater fortitude;- A fplendid fame,
and perfo& tranquillicy are rarely found
fricnds and companions, .
 But
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-~ But to return to this worthlefs man.
1 am this inftant informed that he has
yuft written a bew letter to Fréron, in
ahich he declares that the matser is
entirely' accomodated. In the name of
God, fir, while you patronife true ta-

lents, beware of thofe drones. They

-preferve no remembrance of what they

owe you, except it be to injure ‘their
benefactor. This fubjedt recals to'my
mind that a perfon* told me one
day, that, being placed at the thea-
tre near the Abbé Desfontaines and
d’Amaud, he heard the firft neproach
the -other with entertaining fome at-

tachment to you. But, fir, an{wered

* M. Dutartre.
d’Arnaud,
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.d’Arnaud, you:do not: confider that
he ferves.me and that I owe him. my
:gratitude. -Oh,ireplied the abbé, we
may receive obligations from him when
we. have occafion ; but we muft calum-

[

niate him. - | - i

You fee that the man has not forgot-
ten' this leffon, nor has been flow to
put it ih pradife. "

Adieu, fir; difdain this .vile race;
and endeavour to arm yourfelf - with
philofophy refpetting events. Tnith
is ever finally triumphant, and envy
finks under the weight of great reputa-
tions.

LET-
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LETT'ER:"
FROM THE SIEUR GUYOT DE MERVILLE ¥,

TO M. DE VOLTAIRE.

" . Lyons, April 15, 1755,

I Imagine, fir,  you muft be informed
that T have been fettléd at Geneva thefe
two years. In the kind of neceffity to
which I was reduced by the unjuft con-
du& of the French comedians of Paris
of quitting that place, there was no re-
treat” which better fuited my natural
* The anfiver of M. de Voltaire will be found

in the fourth volume of the General Correfpond-

ence, erroncoufly dated 17354, together with an
extract from this letter.

inclination
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inclination for repofe and liberty; and
I am fo much the more fatisfied with
my choicg' as: other reafons have led
you to the fame afylum. But it is not
‘enough that our inclinations happen to
be mutual, our fentiments alfo fhould
be in unifon., How painful would it be
0 <ach of s if, inhabiting the fame
place and vifiting the fame families, we
«an neither {ee nor converfe with eack
other without roftraint asd perhaps
bitternefs. .1 know that 1 hawe offend-
ed you, but it was not by indulging
any of thofe paffions which are at once
a difgraée to literature, and human
ﬁa_turé, l; o '

My
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- My axtachment to Rouffeau, and my
complaifance to the Abbé Desfontaines
were the fole caufes of the offence I
have - given you. Their death has
avenged you of them; and the little
good I did by my facrifices to them
does not permit me to lament their
death.

A thoufand men in my fituation
would tell you, fir, that they efteem
you more than your moft zealous par-
" tifans, becaufe their efteem was more
confiftent and lefs blind. The proof,
oh my fide, is inconteftible. D’Au-
berval, the comedian at Lyons, whofe
talents you have admited, and whofe

character
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charatter you would..adote did ‘you
know him as I do, «can affure you thax
I charged-himi with the verfes, which
I now fend you, three days-before yout
fudden ‘arid unforefeén departure.. X
availed myfelf of your taking tHis city
in -your route; and through which I
was alfo paffing. Thefe verfes are yet
more feafonable than ever, as I fhall be ,
at Geneva on the -22d of this month,
and as we fhall bath be fettled there.
I have nothing to add but the follow=

ing offers.

I have. written a critcifin on vour
works in four volumes, which are-yet
in manufcript ; thofe I will fend to

you.
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you. Prefixed to my firft comedy is a-
letter with which you were offended,’
as I havebeen formely told, by Roufiet ;
I will fupprefs that letter in the edition
of my works which I am preparing.
The Abbé Desfontaines publithed two
poems which he excited me to write
againft you ; I will fupprefs thofe alfo :
and at this price will I merit your
friendfhip.

I will do more ; my fugitive pieces
in two volumes are dedicated to a
gentleman of the country of Vaud, who
is anxious to be known to you, and
whofe acquaintance would give you
pleafure ; to convince the public of the
fincerity of my regard for you I am

ready
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ready, with your permiffion, to dedicate
my. Theatre in four volumes to you. X

do not think you can require any thing
further. - .~ '

But fpeaking of editions, it.is time,
fir, that you refolve, as well as ﬁyfclf,
to publith an edition of your warks,
avowed by yourfelf, and executed un-
der your own infpection. The public

.expedt this with impatience, and they
. will not believe any thing to be yours
which you do not yourfelf give them.
At Geneva, you are in a place which
will permit you to execute this defign ;
and I will undertake, if you think
proper, a part of the work, in the

fame
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fame manner as thirty year fince at the
Hague. you confided’ to my care the/
corretion of -the, proofs for the' Hen-

riade.

. I fend a copy of this letter, and the
verfes which are’ enclofed, to M. de
Montpéroux, who honours me with his
efteem and friendfhip. I flatter myfelf
that he will be very happy to give the
whole plan his protection. But is it -
neceflary that the refident fhould join
his recommendation to the ftep which
I take? Do you not know fir that it is
greater to acknowledge our faults than
never to have committed any, and more
glorious to pardon than to avenge our-

Vou. II. 1 felves?
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felves? Merville addrefles himfelf to

Voltaire! Youfee that I finifh poetically;

but it is not as a poet, it is as-a friend,

an admirer, and a man who thinks,.that

I affure you of the particular efteem

and perfett attachment with which I am,
Sir, &c. -

Guyor DB MERVILLE.

"LET-
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LETTER

FROM J. J. ROUssEAU?,

TO M. DE VOLTAIRE,

" September 10, 1955,

In every refpe&, fir, it is'my duty to
exprefs my gratitude ‘to 'you; and,
while T offered the rude outlines of
my forrowful revencs, 1 thought not of
makxng a prefent worthy of you, but of
acquitting myfelf of an obligation by
rendering the homage which we all
owe to you as our chief. Senfible,
'+ See the leteer of M. de Voltaire, to M.
Roufleau, dated ‘Auguft 30, 1755, in the fourtll

volume of the General Correfpondence.

12 befide,
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befide, of the honour which you do
my country, I participate in the
gratitude of my’ fellow citizens, and
hope that it will augment in propor-
tion to ‘the profit t‘hey may derive
from youi precepts. Embellith the
afylum you have chofen, enlighten a
peéélc:yvqrthy of your leflons, and d¢
Yop,‘ w_‘h'<')' f§ well kno‘w,’h,ow, to difplay
libefty and :virtue, teach us to cultivate
them iri;-ou‘r a&ion§ as we adore them.
in your writings. All who apprpé.ch_
you ;oughtr ﬁ,o, ;leam. from you, the roadv
t(; glory ar'l'd immortality. |

i .
You percelvc, fir, I do not afplre to
the repumuon of onge more leading men

§

2 o into



JUSTIFICATORY PIECES. 117

into-the aoods:; ‘not ‘but that I regret
my patt of the lofs of a ftate of nature.
With refpe&t to yourfelf, fir, to make
you a favage would be a miracle fo great
that it can be wrought only by God,
and fo perniciousthat it can.be willed
only by the devil. -Do fiot therefore
attempt to- walk. on alk-fours;.to- do
which no man on earth is lefs qualified.
You teach men too effectually to ftand
firmly not to remain ereét . yourfelf. I
own the difgrace which attends on cele-
brated men of letters is great .indeed,
nor do I deny that the evils are nu-
merous which are attached to human
nature, and which appear to be inde-
pendent of our vain knowledge. Men

- I3 . have
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bave opened o many fources of mifery
to themfelves that their happinefs is but
little increafed: when they chance to
cfcape a fingle misfortune. There are
fecret conne&tions, however, in the pro-
grefs of things’ which -are unperceived
by the vulga}, but which do not efcape
the thoughtful eye of ‘the philofopher.

It was neither Terence, Cicero, Vir-
gil, Seneca, nor Tacitus, who caufed
the crimes of the Romans and the mis-
fortunes of Rome, - But without the
flow and fecret poifon which infenfibly
corrupted the moft vigorous govern-
ment of which hiftory has preferved the
remembrance, Cicero, Lucretius, Sal-

S luft,
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{uft, and fuch men had never exifted
or they had never written. The amiable
age of Lzlius and Terence infenfibly
introduced the brilliant period of Ho-
race and Auguftus; and, in fine, the
horrid epoch of Seneca and Nero, that
of Tacitus and Domitian. A tafte for
the arts and {ciences has its birth in a
{ecret vice which it foon augments in
its turn; and if it be true that all hu-
man acquirements are pernicious to the
{pecies, thofe of the mind and of know-
ledge, which increafe our pride and
multiply our wanderings, will fooneft
accelerate men’s misfortunes. Yet,
there neceffarily comes a time in which

thofe acquirements are requifite to ftay
14 the
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-the progrefs of evil: it is the fteel
which muft remain in the wound, leaft,
in removing. it, the wounded fhould

-expire.

- As to myfelf, had I purfued my firft
wocation and ‘neither read nor written,
I .thould have ' been - unqueftionably
more happy ; yet if letters could now
be entirely effaced, I fhould be depriv-
ed of the only pleafure which. is left me.
It 1s in letters that I find a confolation
for all my misfortunes; it .is amoéng
their illuftrious children that I tafte the
delights of friendfhip, and learn ta en-
joy life and defpife death. To them'I-
-awe the little merit T have, and to them

am
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‘am I alfo indebted for the honour of

being known to you. But let us con-

Ault intereft in our concerns, and truth

in our writings. Although there need
philofophers, hiftorians, and truly
learned men to enlighten the world
and conduct its blind inhabitants, yet,
if the wife Memnon has not mifin-

formed me, 1 know nothing more ridi-

- culous than a nation of fages. Confefs,

fir, if it be right that great minds thould
inftru& men, the vulgar ought to.re-
ceive-their precepts. If each takes upon
himfelf to give inftrution, where will
thofe be who arc to receive it? The
lame, .fays Montdigne, are ill calculat-
ed for bodily exercife, or decrepid

fouls
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“fouls for the exercifes of the mind.
Neverthelefs, in this learned age,:we
fee none but the lame willing to teach

others to walk. ...

Ordinary men  receive the writings
of .the learned to criticife them, and
not to inftruc themfelves. Never has
the world {warmed with fuch dwarfs in
intellec ; they crowd the theatre, the
coffee houfes refound with their fen-
tences, the bookfellers ftalls are co-
vered with their writings, and I hear
the Orphan criticifed, becaufe it is ap-
plauded, by a fchool boy fo little capa-
ble of perceiving its defe&s that fcarce-
ly can he feel any of its beauties. |

Let
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Let us look for the firft fource of
all the diforders in fociety, and we fhall
find that the miferies of mankind pro-
ceed from error rather than ignorance;
and that what we do not know is much
lefs prejudicial to us than that which
we think we underftand.. Now what
furer ‘means to run from error to error
than the rage of knowing every thing?
Had not men pretended to know that
the earth does not turn on its axis,
they had not punifhed Galileo, for hav-
ing affirmed that it did turn. If none
but .philofophers had claimed the title
- of philofopher, the Encyclopédie had
experienced no perfecution. If a

hundred defpicable beings had not af-
' pired
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~pired. to fame; you would have been
ileft to the peaceful enjoyment of yours,
-or at leaft you:would have had to con-
tend with none but adverfaries worthy
of you. - Be'not {urprifed then fhould
you feel fome thorns which are infepa-
rable from the flowers that adorn fu-
perior talents.. ‘The calumnies of your
enernies are-the followers of your tri-
umph ; as formerly fatyri¢ acclamations
were thofe of the Roman generals. It
is the. public eagernefs for your writ.
ings which produces the thefts of whicli
you complain ; but the affimilating -
them with others is not eafy, for nei-

ther iron_nor lead unites with gold. -,

Fermit
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- Permit me, in confideration of the
intereft which I take in your repofc and
our inftruttion, to advife you to dif~
dain-vain clamours, by which it is lefs.
the defign to make you do il than to
divert you from producing good.: The
more you fhall be criticifed, the more’
muft you be admired; -and a work of
genius 1s a terrifying anfwer: to weak:
reproaches. Who will dare to at-
wibute books to. you, which you have
not written, while you continue to pro-

duce inimitable works ? .

I am proud of your invitation, and if
this winter leaves me {o circumftanced

that I can vifit my native country in

{pring
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fpring I wilt avail myfelf of your goad-
fiefs. ' But ¥ would rathet-drink the
water ‘of your fountain, than the milk.
of your cows; and with refpect to the
herbs of - your orchard, I much fear tor
find nothing, there. but the /ros which.
is only pafture for beafts, or the moii
which prevents men from -becoming
brutes. I am finterely and refpe&-
fully, &c.

J- J. Rousseau, Citizen of Geneva.

LET-
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LETTER:
. FROM THE ABBE AUBERT,

TO .M. DE VOLTAIRE.’

(Accompamed by a Copy of hls book of Fables.)

Paru, ?'anuar:y 10, 1758.

Imltent les {ons fiersdes claxrons, des trompettes,
Dangne écouter mes chanfonnettes,
Daigne favorifer mes timides accens.
Des cceurs ambitieux admirable interpréte,
Ta mufe fait parley les princes, les héros ;
La

* Oh thou whofe fong, fubhme, rivals the ﬂm.ll
elarion and the trumpet proud, deign to liften to the
timid accents of my adventurous mufe, and liften-
ing, not to condemn. Renowned interpreter of am-
bitious hearts, thou fpeakeft with the tongues of
princes and of heroes. I bid the finch and the lin-

.~ . met
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La mienne fait jafer le ferin, Ia fauvette ;
Par Porgane de I'ane, elle enfeigne les fots.

Si quelquefoxs, dans d’heureufes images,
J’ai peint avec fuccés le vice ou la vertu,
Voltaire, c’eft a toi que Phommage ert eft dti :

J’ai relu cent fois tes ouvrages.

I have ever th;mgh't, ﬁr, that the
firft duty ‘'of a man who withed. fo ac-
qmre “fame in any fpemes of poctry,

would be to form hlS tafte on your

writings,. and the fccond to oﬂ’er his
eflays to your infpection. I acquit my-
felf of this laft, with much reliance on
y‘o;.u'. indulgence and advice. Hitherto
R thofc

nzt prrittle, and ﬁ‘om the tiouth of the afs gWe"ef
fons to folly. And fhould I by chancey in happy
allegory, paint vice and virtut as they are, to thee
Voltaire the praife is due § for times unnumbered
have I read thy works.
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thofe whom I have confulted have given
me fuch various counfels, that I know
not which to purfue. I am reproached
by one for having too clofely imitated
la Fontaine; and by another, for not
having fufficiently imitated him. This
friend complains that the morals of my
fables are too long; this, that they are
too fhort ; and a third would compel
me to fupprefs them all, alledging,
notwithftanding the example of all the
fabulifts, that the objet of a fable
fhould be fo inforced by the fable itfelf
as to pafs for that fpecies of commen-
tary which is called the moral.. I have

critics who wifh that my fables were all

‘as fimple as that of La Cigale et La

Vou. II. K Fourmi ;
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Forrmi*y as if a writer of fables was
condemned to be read by mnone bt

‘children.

- This variety of opinions refpecting
my produ&tion hass often led me to ap-

ply to myfelf the fable of the mxuer,
his fon, and the afs:

Pewbleu, dit le meanivr, eft bien fou du cervean, -

Qui prétend contenter tout le monde eft fon peret.

You fee, fir, how neceflary it is I
fhould be determined by a found jodg-
ment and from which my ‘critics can-
not appeal, and I fhall a&t according
to your advice, if I can deferve that

*.The grafshopper and ant.

.+ .I fee, faid the miller, he muft be mad who
pretends to pleafe every body.

the
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the author of the Henriade fhould
facrifice fome moments to the reading
a few fables, and that he fhould deign
to communicate his opinion to me. I
expe& this favour, fir, from your zeal
to encourage rifing talents, and I thould
at all times be proud to take leffons
from the fineft genius of France. I

am, &c.

K 2 EPI.
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EPITRE DU MEME¥,

M A mufé 4 n’eft pas affez vaine’
Pour efpérer, par fe effais,
Egaler les brillians fuccés:
De Pingénieux la Fontaines:
Elle connait tout le danger
Du gotit décidé qui Pentraine 3’
Mais tu daignas I’encourager '
Et fi fon vol eft téméraire,
Dés qu’elle t’a déja fu plaire,
Que rifque-t-elle a s’y livrer ?
Depuis’
+ My mufe does not vainly hope, in her at-
tempts, to equal the high renown of la Fontaine.
She knew the danger into which fhe was led by the
love of dulcet rhime'; but thou deigneft to encou~

rage ; and, though her flight be daring, if thee
fhe can but pleafe, what has fhe to fear? Since the

* Inanfwer to M. de Voltaire’s letter of March 22,
1753, addrefled to the author:of the fables. sth Vol. of
the general Correfpondence. '

2 time-
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“Depuis qu’au pays de la feinte
Un vif penchant me fait errer,
Sans cefle une importune crainte
Devant moi venait {fe montrer.
Aujourd’hui la douce efpérance
Y guide, y ranime mes pas;

Je cede au {éduifant appas
D’une trop flatteufe indulgence.
Eh, comment ne s’enivrer bas

D’un encens que ta main difpenfe ?

Je n’ai pas les charmans pinceaux
De ’ami de 1a Sablicre 3
Mais

time when the delight of poetry firft hurried me
into the land of fable, my dread has been conti-
nual : but now fweet hope guides and animates my
fteps, and I cede to the fedutive charms of indul-
gence which flatters me but toe much. Whe
would not be inebriated by incenfe, which thy

“hand difpenfes !

I want the charming touches of the friend of 12
Sabliére ; but of man and his miftakes I may draw
K 3 pleafant
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Mais fur ’homme et fur fes défauts,
Je puis dans de rians tableaux,
Répandre 3 mon tour la lumicére,
Et du fceptre jufqu’au rabot, .
Prouver a 'homme-qu’il eft un fot.
Tous les animaux, dans mes fables,
Lions, fourmisy aigles, moineaux,
Peuvent, par quelques traits nouveaux,
Trahir I"orgueil de mes femblables.
‘Ta veix achanté des héros;
Mais qu’il foit d’Athéne ou de Rome,
De Pétersbourg ou de Paris,
Tes philofophiques écrits
. Font voir que tout héros eft homme.
Ecoutons
pleafant pictures, and in the palace or in the cot-
tage delineate his follies. I may teach every ani-
mal, whether lion, ant, eagle, or fparrow, by new
traits te difcover the pride of human reafon. He-
roes thou haft fung; but whether of Athens cr of
Rome, Peterfburgh or Paris, thy philofophic dic-

tates fhew heroes themfelves are no more than men.
The
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Ecoutoens ce rufire hébété ]
Que fait raifonner la Fontaine:
11 voudrait, plein de vanité,
Que celui qui ciéa le chéne
Dans fes eeuvres Vedit confulté,
L’homme eft plus ou moins entété
De quelque orgueilleufe faibleffe.
| - L’apologue fut inventé

Pour carriger avec adrefle
Des grands I'infolente fierté,
Des flatteurs I'indigne baffefle,

. Des petits I'indocilité.
Heureux fi, plein d’un zéle extréme

Sur les ridicules d’autrui,
Un

The ideot clown of la Fontaine, fwelled with va-
. nity, withed that he who created the oak had but
confulted him, in his work. Man 1is ever more or
lefs inflated by fome weak vanity; and fable was
invented artfully to corre@t the infolent haughtinefs
of'the great, the bafe flattery of parafites, and the
rude obftinacy of the vulgar. Happy the author
who, all attentive to the abfurdities of others, can

K 4 correct
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Un auteur corrigeait lui-méme
Les défauts qu’on remarque en lui,
Mais quoi que I'on en puiffe dire,
Fier d’un {i glorieux accueil, -

On verra cro'tre mon orgueil

Si mes fables te font fourire.
correét fhe defe&s difcovered in himfelf. But rea- -

foning were vain; for, fhould my fables but excite
a fmile from thee, I fill fhall feel increafe of pride.

OBSER-
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OBSERVATIONS

By the Ambaffader M. de Chauvelin, on a
Letter written by M. de Voltaire to the King
of Pruffia, made by Order of the Minifiry, in
1759%.

THE letter is good, and the reafon-
ing and the manner are excellent. T

have only two obfervations to make.

1ft. I know not whether I would fo
pofitively prefent to him the idea of

reftitution. I imagine this muft ever

* The original of Voltaire’s letter was never
found. That of the King, in anfwer, is inferted in
the zd Vol. of the Correfpondence, and is dated
September 22, 1759. ’

be
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be a bitter draught, and I know not
whether it will not injure his fame as
much as his intereft. Perhaps it will

be. neceffary to foften this paffage.

* 2d.'1 think it would bé expedient
further to explain to him the bafis of a

fyftem_ of pacification  which fhaald
griginq;é: in his own ideas, fuch as
they are féund in_his laft letter; 9‘5;!17
fequer;tly to meit appears that I Ihoﬁld
addrefs him thus:

Yon will not make pez;.ce but- in
CODJLIH&IOII with the Enghfh and you
are right, for your hopour is pledoed
but why will you not fnake pcacc for

the
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the Englith and for yourfelf at the fame
time ? Have you not fufficient claims
to their efteem, or afcendency enough
over them, to induce them to facrifice
fome of their advantages to the ho-
nour of fecuring your own pofleffions ?
Would not the French, in compenfa.
tion for fuch a benefit, be impelled
and authorifed to prevail on their allies
to make conceffions equivalent to thofe
which the Englifh fhall have made in
your favour ?  Will you not then be-
come the author and the mover of thefe
reciprocal conceffions which fhall re-
duce the whole to an equilibrium that
will be defirable and beneficial to all

parties ?
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parties? ' In a word, fhould you in-
duce the Englifh not to engrofs the do-
minion of the feas, the proprietorthip
of all the colonies, and of trade'in ge-
neral, can you doubt but that the
French would engage yous enemies to
renounce thefe claims which to you are

moft noxious,

Such a paragraph modelled by the
genius of M. de Voltaire, embellithed
by the powerful charms of his ftyle,
and combined with the knowledge he
has of managing the king of Pruffia
and of the objets moft proper to excite
his attention, would, in my opinion,

fully
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fully difplay the grand outlines of a
plan which it would be very fortunate
fhould this monarch feize on, adopt,

and bring to maturity.

LET-
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LETTER
FROM THE COUNT DE TRESSAN,

TO M. DE VOLTAIRE.,

Commerciy July 29, 1759.
His polim majefty, fir, has com-
manded me to fupply his lofs of fight
by anfwering the charming letter he
has juft received from you, and by af-
furing you of his friendfhip for your
perfon, and of his high efteem for your

works.

His majefty again confirms the at-
teftation which he commanded me to
{end you relative to the exa& truth of

2 all
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all the fa@s contained in your hiftory
of Charles XII. -From you, fir, he is
highly gratified to learn that the king
his fon-in-law, by renewing the an-
cient privileges of your manor lands,
has afforded you a diftinguithed mark

of his good will and efteem.

1 cannot but be fenfible, fir, how
great your lofs is in not reading cha-
ra&ers traced by the hand which you
would Rifs with fo much pleafure; a
fingle word from this adored prince,
who is continually performing every
thing which you moft love to praife in
great kings, would to you be a thou-
fand times more eftimable than all
‘ which
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which the moft faithful of your fervants
and friends can utter.

TRESSAN.

P.S. By king Staniflaus, ‘f{carcely
legible.

I anfwer from the heart, being in
want of eyes; and affure you that I
continually preferve fentiments of per-
fe&t efteem and friendfhip for you.

P.S. By Count de Treflan.

Youi heart will eafily divine what

my dear and amiable mafter has writ-

ten.——1 anfwer from the beart being in

want
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awant of eyes, &c. Pity an active mind:
(and how feldom are the mmds of kings
fo!) pity one whois depnved of the
pleafure of revifing his works, and who
no longer can read, write, play on
mufical inftruments; or fee your old ac-
quaintance*, at whofe houfe his majefty

has written this fhort poftfcript.

PEEEP
* Ancicnne Ami.  Some lady.

CiVow I 7t L LET.
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LETTERS
. FROM THE SIEUR CLEMENT, OF DIJON,
- TO M. DE VOLTAIRE. -
<. LETTERI
G, D D i
DiD 1 ot know yau to be fufficiently
wife to look with contempt on the bau-
bles of grandeur fo as not to be fufcep-
tible of them, I fhould feel no furprife
that you had difdained to anfwer the
letter 1 ventured to write to you, in
which my heart defcribed all its fenfa-
tions; . I was convinced when my hand
~was the faichful interpreter of my fen-

timents
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timents that the dignity of yours would
not fiiffer you to remain infenfible to
the affliGtions of an unfortunate man,
and that you knew how to dry up the
tears which grief had caufed to flow.
I was perfuaded that your bounty would
not be implored in vain, that your armis
would readily épén to afford innocence
an aflylum, and that your heart was
fuperior even to yoéur underftanding ;
fuch were, fuch ftill are, my thoughts;
.and thefe emboldened me to explain
my melancholy fituation in my firft let
ter. Imagine, fir, whether I am not
aflited by your filence at prefent.
~Alas, perhaps you have fuppofed I

thould repay your friendthip and favours
: L 2 with
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with the blackeft ingratitude, and that,
1. thould be . c‘gl)wa,rd‘l),r and . criminal
enough not to. be grateful. '. i ,A(i’g,. fir,.
as you pleafe with refpe&t to my other
requefts, but let me entreat you not to.
do me the injulkice of. thus fulpeCting
my probity. = This is. th'e..‘omy.,\fe‘alltl}:
1 now Wﬁﬁﬁ;.‘iﬁ is.a prggiégs jewel
which I wifk to prcfcrw; frdxp, the gene-
ral contagion. Your fufpicions dJm its.
luftre, but your generofity and grgea't-A
~ nefs of mind may preferve and render
it more refplendent.  Affection, zeal,
and refpett, are all the Wealth Lhave,.
and now are and ever will xemam yours..
Were you :evea to. refufe _me what I
have requefted with fo much ardour,

but
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but which it may be improper for you
to grant, 1 fhould ever remain convin-
ced your refufal was diéatéd By virtue,
and .that you were guided by reafons
unknown to me; and I then'ﬁ’)o'uld
only be anxious of being informed what
they were. In fine, fir, whatever you?
kind .intentions may be, let me defiré
you would inform a ‘youth of them
whom fufpenfe keéps in a ftate the moft
painful, and whof¢ love would ftill be
the fame ‘though you were to remain
ignorant of its reality.
© Perhaps, fir, you have not received
my firlt tetter ; if fé', and you fhould
defire to fee it, you will be pleafed to
inform me. B '

L3 LET-
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LETTER IL
C .sz;'on, May 17, 1762,
SI R, o .
PERMIT one of thofe who are moft
enamoured with the Belles Lettres with-
out the power of ftudying them, and
with thefe men of genius who ftudy
them with fuccefs, to take the prefent
opportunity of renewing that homage
wﬁich is mare flattering to himfelf than
to you. The fentiments which I have,
ingenuoufly avowed appear to have af-
feCted you, and for thefe I am fuffici-
ently repaid fhould your feelings have-
been in union with mine, ,
The
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" :'Thé kindnefs which you have thewn

toward me,’ induces me to afk a favour.
During thefe thort intervals which em-
ployment ‘more gldomy have allowed
me:to detlicate tbvmy' love of poetry,
1 have formed the rath defign of writing
a.tragedy, the fubjet of which is per-
haps the moft fingular and interefting
of any to be found 'in modem:ftory:
It is the death of Charles 1. and the
ufurpation of Cromwell. The difficul-
ies atending fuch a fable were great,
eor have I by the labour of a yearbeen
able to furmount them. 1'have written
nothing more hitherto than the plan of
my piece; after having changed it fe-
veral times, and moft meércilefsly burnt
La one
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one entive a&,. and imete, which' did
pot equal the high ides I had formed
of my.fubject: -I.am nat, howevet,
difcouraged, but.have -begun again;
yet my- ardour has flackened, becaufs
I Hairé.’dccn'informcd that you. have for
fome time been yaurfelf at work onthe
fame fubje@, and 'that {oon or lite-you
intend:to prefent your piece to the
public. SR

" You may well imagine, fir, that my
rathnefs 1s not quite great enough te
contend with an antagonift like yours
felf. .. Jt'belongs .anly to a few to enter
the lifts with and:to" vanquifh " their
mafters. I fhould: quickly abahdon

my
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my plan, were I certain:that you had

'~ formed the fame ; and efpecially as this

perhaps will be thd only work I fhall
ever write during a life of obfcurity ;
and banifhed asIam to town in which
thereare men: of wit, but who make
no ufe of that quality, and who hate
or defpife thofe who do. My days will
be fhortened ‘b'y labour, which is the
only wealth and the only ‘pleafure of
which fortone could not deprive me;
and Cromwell only, to whom I fhould
dedicate ‘the. remains of life, would
preferve the memory of a youth who
grew too early old becaufe he begar

to thir.k too foon.

Yes,
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Yes, fir,.at the age of feven,iI en-
deavoured to cultivate poetry, and you
may eafily imagine how much afliduous
ftudy injures the health [of a child.
Excufe me for having fo long detained:
you on fubjetts of fo little: moment.
Only let me entreat you té inform me
whether I ought to continue my pro-
jet, and whether you have not antici<
pated my defign. Deign to afford me
leflons, of which I am teo: much in
want, and of which I am fo defirous,
that you will fcarcely refufe them... By
your aid, I may difcover impediments
which I have not forefeen, or beauties
which I could never have invented;
You will encourage me in executing a

difficult
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difficule tatk, and will teach me to
avoid rocks and quick-fands, among
which I fhould otherwifé be wrecked,
but which your genius will enable me
to efcape. Do not, I conjure you,
deny the réqueft of a youth who feeks
for inftru&ion, who refpets his maf:
ters, who loves your perfon becaufe he
loves your works in ‘which your foul
fhines forth, and who is indebted to
you for every thing, becaufe from you
he has learned to think.

I am, fir, with all the efteem of

heart, &c.

CLEMENT.

LET-
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LETTER WL,

el Iv. e B [N K]
‘ SR ' FARN

Parzs, De:embtr 5, 1768

I HAVE broken. my bonds, fir, -and
have fhiken off claffic'duft. Here am
T at Paris,  in freedom and almoft lap:
pinefs; ‘and in theicestre of the. arts
where I folong have defired to live and
cultivate literature.. But, ah, fir, how
ftrangely have literature and good tafte
gone to decay! How little does all I
fee ~affimilate: with :'the ideas .1 had
formed from reading our beft authors!
¥ am fallen as it were from the clouds.

I underftand no man, and no man un-
derftands
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derftands me,  Tlhey tell me of come-
dies which make the audience weep,
and I fee tragedies which oblige me to
laugh. I am defired to write in the
fame tafte,: and 1.do not know what
tafte;they mean, . It is neceflary, how-
ever, that I fhould fubmit; and.I be-
gin to perceive the thing is not fo very

difficult.

-I.really,. fir, do not know what will
hereafter be thought of the prefent
agé;"bpt I am convinced that, ir is in-
tolerably like the age of Seneca and
Silius.ktalicus.  You, fir, are the man
who beheld the:méridian of the Belles
Lettres, and for the decline of which

you



138 - A SELECTION OF :
you long have confoled us; but youw
" have the- affliGion of not leaving any:

hope behind' you of fimilar confolation.

" Pardon this complaint fir, from a
gloomy partifan ofi'old ‘tafte, and an
admirer of your works.” I cannot pre-:
vail on.myfelf ever to think that beau-
tiful which never can be fo, unlefs it
be proved that Moliére, Racine, Boi«

leau, and yourfelf are wretched writers.

- But I come to the main purportvof: v
my letter, which is to thank you for
having procured me the acquaintance
of M. de la Harpe. I cannot fufficient~
ly praife his politenefs, the goodnefs of

' the
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the advice he has given me, and par-
ticularly the veneration which he ex-
prefles for you. He {wears by your
name as Philotetes fwore by Hercules;
and I have no doubt but that he will
himfelf nobly fill the part of Philotte-
tes. He will certainly be well able to

oppofe the torrent, and combat the

-monfters of hiterature, But the evil

is too deeply rooted ; his example will
come.ta late ; and he will only be able
to fave himfelf from the general (hip-
wreck. .

I did not find the minds of men

.much prejudiced in favour of my

Meédée non-Magicienne (Medea no En-

chantrefs.)
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chantrefs.) - They took-it il that 1
fhould rob the ftage of a {plendid fpect
tacle which produced fo fine an effet
in the opinion of metchant’s clerks;
and of thc:’viilgar.z They further add
that the magic ‘invocitions of Loige
pierre have their charms’;-and that ‘his
verfification will again become pleafant
. to our eafs. Imvain did I afirm with
_you that an enchantrefs cannot affe&
the paffions which are totaly deftroyed
by magic, and would be thought ridicu-
lous in any other charadter except Me-
dea, and that it is difgufting and mon-
ftrous for her to kill her children with-
out any caufe, fince fhe might have
carried them off in her carr. I added

2 a thou-
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4 thoufand other things of the fame na-
ture, but to no effect; and I find the
people of this philofophic age are more
addicted to forcery than they fuppofe.

In fine, fir, T have put my piece into
the hands of M. le Kain, and am wait-
ing for his opirion previous to the read.
ing of it to the actors collectively. I1do
not augur much fuccefs, but I will con-

{ole myfelf by writing better.

As my revenues are not fufficiently
great to enable me to fubfift entirely
as a poet, I am in fearch of fome pro-
per employment either as a fecretary or
a teacher in fome good family. If, fir,

Vou. IL M you
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you fhould be able to aflift my project
by the means of your acquaintance, I
thould add this to the many favours you
have already done me, and my grati-

tude would end only with my life.

¥ Rave the henour fir, to be, with
the moft fincere admiration and attach-
ment, '

CLEMENT.

LET-
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)

T LLETTER ’

FROM THE EX JESUIT PAULIAN,

" TO M. DE VOLTAIRE.

. Avignony December 4, 1765
Itis exceedingly flattering to- me that
the greate{’c gemus of the age fhould
think proper to caﬁ: 3 glance over my
works. Iam forry that the third edition
of the dl&lonary, ‘after which you en-
quire, is not yet finithed. When it

fhall appear, with an additional volune,

~ T will do myfelf the honour of prefent-

ing it to you ; and hope it will be lefs
defective than that which I now fend.
M2 In
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In the mean time, let me entreat you to
accept a copy of my Traité de paix entre
Defcartes et Nawton *. Should it merit
your approbauon, I fhall from this be

certain that it will merit 1mmortahty.

“ 1 have the honour to be,. with re-

fpect, &c. Lo sl

Pavriav, Profeﬂ'or of expe-

rlmental Phllofophy, in the

Jefuxts College, at Avignon.

* Treaty of Peace between Des Cartes ard
Newton.

.
i

LET-
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'LETTER
FROM M. THIRIOT TO M. DE VOLTAIRE.

Paris, Friday, Fan. 13, 17€9.

Nec fi plura velim, tu dare deneges.

You, my old friend, my honeur,
and my fuppert, are the only man in
the world to whom I can write with

my prefent freedom.
Frontis ad urbané defeendo pramia.

For thefe two years I have habitually
paid the tribute which age owes to na-
ture. An aftbma was my prevailing
and familiar malady ; however, a fe-
vere régimen, and a plant which I do

M3 not
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not know, but of which I have fortu.
nately praocured a good ftock, though
I have no occafion to ufe it at prefent,,
caufed every fymptom to difappear to-
ward autumn, My health therefore is
_ as good as I. could with, but my tri-
fling fortune and my affairs are in the
t;unoﬁ .confufion, I have for three
years paid 600 livres annually, in con- .
fequence of the engagements mto
which I entered at the marriage of my

daughter.

- The following is the ftate of my in<
come : 1200 livres from the king of
Pruffia, of which only a thoufand are
klear profit, 260 being fet apatt o pay

for



JUSTIFICATORY PIECES. 167

for the journals and papers from which
I make my extralts, and for copying
thofe and other works which I find it
neceflary to add. Thefe 1000 livres
from the king of Pruflia, with an an-
nuity of 2600 livres, whigh is fecured
on the Hote! de Ville, and 400 livres per
-annum, paid me by the Count de Lau-

~ raguais, gave me hopes of extricating
_.myfelf from my difficulties, and of even

conginuing to pay the 6oo livres ac-
cording to my engagement. But 2 aew
perpetual charge has accrued by the
neceffity of my taking a {econd wife to

aid me in my infirmities.
You did me the favo{u'_ to inform me,
in the beginning of 1766, when I
M4 ~ begged
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begged you to remember me in the
diftribution of your benefattions that I
‘had deferred ‘my application too long,
and that as'a punifhment I muft wait
longer ; that I ought to have reminded
‘you of my granary in the time of the
harveft, and that every body had glean-
ed except myfelf, feeing 1 did not pre-
fent myfelf among the reft. - You pro-
mifed to repair the ill confequence of
my negligence, -and. you added in the
moft obliging and gratifying manner
that you had the fame regard for me as
formerly.
R

This recalls to my mind with what

zeal you undertook and endcavoured,

toward
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toward the latter end of the regency, to
procure half of your penfion to be fet-
tled on me; and in what manner, thro’
your folicitations, the Duke de Melun
interefted himfelf in the fuccefs of that
defign under the adminiftration of the
regent. But the forrowful events which
followed in rz;pld fucceffion rendered
ineffetual this uncommon inftance of
friendfhip and benevolence, and which
was particularly noticed in the Holland
Gazette. Hence, I have ever found
myfelf encouraged to fay to you, when
there fhould be occafion, as Horace
faild to Mecznas while he enumerated
his benefa&ions : Nec fi plura velim, tu
dare deneges.

| And
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And hence, alfo I was induced lately
to fay, at the table of the Licutenant
Civil*, that I knew of no one but M.
de Voltaire of whom I could ak a
favour, or from whom I could receive

one with pleafure.

I do not fend you any literary intelli-
gence, for I am too much engaged with

little domeftic vexations.

* An officer of the Prewit des Marchands, of Faris.
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MEMORANDUMS

Refpecting M. de Voltaire, and particular Falts
relative to that great Man ; collefted by me®
to ferve as an Appendix te his Hiffory, writ-
ten by the Abb: du Vernet.

L’amitié &’un grand-bomme eft un bienfait des Dieuxt.
Ocdipe, A:tel. Scéne I.

MAY 1 not be permitted to boaft of
a title which, while it created my for-
tune, conftituted my happinefs ? I hope
fo, and that the facts1 am about to ftate
will juftify the motto I have chofen,
although otherwife it might appear too

affluming,

* Le Kain.  + The friendfhip of a great
man is a gifk of the gods.

The
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The peace of 1748, having reftored
every {pecies of diverfion to the city of
- Paris, became the memomiale epoch
of a new inftitution of fome focieties
formed of tradefmen who met together
for the pleafure of playing dramatic

pieces.

- 'The firft was eftablithed at the Hotel
de Soyecourt in the Faubourg Saint-
Henoré ; the fecond, at the Hotel de
Clermont-Tonnerre in the Marfhes ;
and the third, at the Hotel_‘ de .jabac
in the Rue Saint-Méri ; of which laft
theatre I was the founder.

Among the young people who at that
time played with fome reputation, and

part
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part of whom have fince fettled in the
country, I am.the only one who re-
mained at Paris ; and this circumftance,
which I owed rather to my good for-
tune than any fuperiority of talents,

happened in the following way :

.. The room in which we performed in
the Hotel de' Jabac being in fuch con-
ditiont that the repairing of it could be
no longer delayed, we were under the '
neceffity of requefting permiffion of the
comedians of the Hotel de Clermont-
‘Tonnerre to.play on their theafxe, al-
ternately with them. An agreement
was accordingly entered ‘into by both
parties, in the month of July, 1749,

2 by
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by which we were bound to pay half
the expences; and we. opened with

Sidney and George-Dandin. . -

- Tt will be readily fuppofed that the
emulation of the two conipanies would
excite difputes in the public, the refult
of which could not be favourablé to
one without difninithing the reputdtion
which the other till then had enjoyed.
The audiénee were divided in their
opinion of thefe gentlemen and of thofe,
of thé young ladies of this theatre and
and the young ladies of that. “The firft
were more pleafing, but the other dif-
played more knowledge of the theatre,
and more grace and art, &c. Thus

were
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were the public amufed and combatted
fome for the company de Tonuerre; and
others for the company de Jabac. But
who could have imagined that a foctety
of young people who united plea-
fure and decorum could provoke the
jealoufy and complaints of the high-
priefts of Melpomene ? Yet, their in-
fluence interrupted our performances,
and a Janfenift prieft re-eftablifhed
them. The Abbé de Chauvelin, Con-
Jéiller-Clerc of the parliament of Paris,
condefcended to employ his power in
behalf of pupils againft their mafters,
and we played the Mawvais-riche, a new
comedy in five acts and in verfe, writ-
ten by M. 4’ Arnaud, to the moft

brilliant
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brillidnt affembly then in Paris j but it
was received with little applaufe. This
was in. the month of Februdry, 17350.
M. de Voltaire was invited by the
author to fee the teprefentation ; and,
whether induced by His compaffion for
M. d’ Arnaud or his complaifance to
the a&ors who t& the utmoft exerted
themfelves to give fome value to ‘that
feeble uninterefting work, this great
man appeared well pleafed, and parti-
cﬁlarly enquired who it was that played
the part 'of the lover. He was inform-
ed that the performer was the fon of 4
gol'dfrrlith of Paris who played for his
amufement, but who really withed to
make it his ferious employment.” He
= exprefled
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exprefled to M. d’ Arnaud a defire of
knowing me; and defired him to en-
gage me to pay him a vifit on the fol-

lowing day.

The pleafure this invitation gave me
was even greater than my furprife ; but
it is impoffible for me to-defcribe the
fenfations of my mind when I beheld
thi$ man whofe €yes burned with ima-
gination and genius. As I fpake to
him I felt myfelf penetrated with en-
thufiafm, admiration, and fear ; but
while 1 experiem;ed “thefe fenfations,
M. de Voltaire had the goadnefs to put
. an end to my embarrafiment by taking
me in his arms and thanking God for

Vor. Il N having
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having created a being.who-could ex
cite his feelings by the repetition of
fuch moderate verfes.

He afterwards made feveral enquiries
relative to my fituation, and that of my
father, the manner in which I had been
educated, and the ideas I entertained
of my future fortune. Having fatis~
fied him on thefe fubjets, and having
partaken of a dozen cups of coffee mixed
with chocolate, the only noﬁri[hment
which M. de Voltaire took from five in
the morning till three in the afternoon,
I informed him with great earneftnefs
that I knew no other happinefs on earth
than that of playing dramatic pieces ;

~ that
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that a melancholy lofs had lefc me maf:
ter of my acions, and that enjoying a
fmall patrimony of nearly feven hun-
dred and fifty livres income, I had rea-
fon to hépe that fhould I abandon my
father’s occﬁpation, I thould lofe no-
thing by the change, provided I could
one day be admitted into the king’s

company of comedians.

¢¢ Ah my friend,” cried M. de Vol.
taire, ‘¢ never take that refolution;
continue.to perform for your pleafure,
but think not of making this your pro-
feflion. It is one of the greateft and
moft difficult talents, but it is degraded
by unfeeling people and profcribed by
N2 hypocrifes.
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‘hypocrites. ~ France fhall one day ef-
teem your art, but it will then no long-
er poffefs Baron, le Couvreur, or Dan-
geville. " If you will renounce your
defign'I will lend you ten thoufand
francs to employ in commerce, and you
fhall return the fum as it fhall be con-
venient to you. Come to me again at
the end of the week ; reflect well on
the fubje&, and acquaint me with your

pofitive determination.”

Difconcerted, and moved almoft to
the fhedding of tears, with . the gene-
tous offer of this exalted heing whom
men have called avaricious, inflexible,
and unfeeling, I withed to give way to

my
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my fentiments in expreffions of grati-
tude, and four times began a fpeech
without being once able to finifh it.
At length I refolved to take my leave,
which I attempted with a ftammering
voice; but as I'retired he called me
back and defired me to recite fome
morfels of any part which I had been
accuftomed to play. Without confi-
dering the fubje& I foolithly enough
propofed to fpéak the celebrated coup-
let in the fecond a& of Guftavus. ¢“No,
not Piron,” faid M. de Voltaire, with
a peircing and terrifying voice, ¢ I with
not to hear bad verfes. Repeat me any

part you know from Racine.”

N3 Fortunately
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Fortunately I recolletted that while
] was at the College de Mazarin I had
learned the whole tragedy of Athalie
by having heard that play repeated
numerous times by the f{cholars who
performed it. I began therefore at the
firft {cene and played dbwer and Foad
alternately. -ButI had not finithed my
takk when M. de Voltaire fuddenly cried
with enthufiafm, ‘¢ Ah, my God what
poetry; and how aftonithing that this
tragedy fhould be written throughout
with, the fame purity and paffion !” He
then difmiffed me; and faid, while he
embraced me, “I forefee that you will
poflefs a moft pathetic voice ; and that

you
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you will becoine the delight of Paris;

but think no more of a public theatre.”

. 'This is an exaét account of my firft
yifit to M. de Voltaire, The fecond
was more conclufive, as he confented,
after the moft earneft folicitations on
my fide, to receive me into his houfe,
and to allow me a yearly income; he
built, over his own apartment, a {mall
theatre in which he had the goodnefs to
fee me and the whole company to which
I belonged play with his neices, He
could not refle&t without the ftrongeft
difpleafure that till then we had been

permitted to expend much money to
N4 afford
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afford amufement to our friends and to

the public.

The expence which M de Voltaire
incurred by this temporary eftablith-
ment, and his former difinterefted of-
fer to ni_é, convinced me in the ftrongeft
manner that he was as nobleand gene-
rous in his aions as his enemies were
unjuft while they afcribed to him the
vice of fordid economy. Thefe were
facts of which I was myfelf a witnefs;
but truth obliges me further to confefs
that M. de Voltaire did not only aid
me with his advice for more than fix
months, but alfo that he defrayed my.
expences during the whole of that time,

and
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‘and that fince my being eftablifhed
in the theatre I have proofs of receiv-
ing from him more than two thou-
fand crowns. At prefent he calls me
His great. actor, His Garrick, His dear
child! Thefe are titles which I owe
folely to his partiality for me; but the
title which my heart adopts is that of
a refpectful and grateful pupil.

And indeed I ought to be grateful
fince it was to M. de Voltaire alone
that I owed the firft notions of my art
and fince it was folely through his in-
tereft that the Duke d’Aumont thought
proper to grant the order for my firft
appearance at the theatre in the month

of
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of September, 1750 ; the refult of
which was that, aided by a perfeve-
rance, proof againft every obftacle, I, at
the end of feventeen months, ﬁ;rmount-
ed all oppofition from the city and the
court, and was entered on the lift of

the king’s comedians in the month of

February, 1752, .

Whoever reads thefe details will ob-
ferve that T am far from refembling
thofe ungrateful hearts who bluth to
acknowledge a benefattion ; and who,
to complete their bafenefs, meanly ca~
lumniatetheirbenefaétors. I haveknown
more than one of that kind conne&ed

with M. de Voltaire. I bave been wit-~.
nefs
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nefs of the depredations which have
been made on him by people of every
rank. Some he has pited, filently de-
{pifed others, but never avenged him-
felf of any. The bookfellers, whom he
has prodigioufly enriched by the vari-
ous editions of his works, have ever
publicly afperfed his charater; but
there is not one of them who has dared
to attack him in a court of juftice, con-

fcious as they were of their guilt.

“The friendfhip of M. de Voltaire is
ever unfthaken. His manner is impetu-
ous, his heart good, and his foul com-
paflionate ; he is modeft in an extreme

degree, notwithftanding the praifes
which
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which have been lavithed on him by
kings, by men of letters, and by a peo-
pie affembled to hear and admire him;
profound and juft in his opinion of the
works of other writers; abounding with
affability and politenefs in his com-
merce with men, and inflexible toward
thofe who have offended him. In thefe
features his charater will be {feen drawn

with truth,

He could never be reproached with
having been the firft to attack his ad-
verfaries ; but, after hoftilities were
commenced, he has appeared as a lion
rufhing from his retreat, and at fuch

| R times’
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times fome of his enemies have fallen
before him, and others. have takgn
flight, :

--T have heard him frequently fay, that
his being unable to poflefs the friend-
ihipj of Crébillon gave him great af-
fliion ; that he had ever efteemed his
-abilities, but could never pardon  his
having refufed his approbation to Ma-

homet.

- I will fay nothing of the fublimity of
his various talents; in whatever way
he exercifed them, he difplayed eru-
dition, wit, tafte, and philofophy; and

Europe
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Europe will pronounce his eulogium,
His works, diftributed over the earth,
are fufficient to form the materials of
his praife; and happy is he who can .
appreciate them, and {peak worthily of
this celebrated and extraordinary man,

"The facility with which he wrote is
univerfally known ; but few have been
withefs to fuch inftances as the follow-

ing, which I myfelf faw.

His amanuenfis had loft ot deftroyed
the fifth a&t of the tragedy of Zulima.
M. de Voltaire produced another in a
very fhort time, and which abounded

| with
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with new ideas, that circumftances
had fuggefted. - - .

He altered the charaer of Ciceto, in
the fourth a& of Rome Preferved, when |
we performed that tragedy in the month
of Auguft, 1730, at the theatre of the
Duchefs du Maine, at the Chategu de
Sceaux. I think it is not poffible that
any one could be more true, more pa-
tﬁetic, -or more enthufiaftic than M. de
Voltaire in this part. It was, indeed,
Cicero himfelf, pouring forth his elo-
quence from the tribunal, againft the
deftroyer of his country, of its laws,
tts manners, and its religion. I cannot

forget
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forget™ that the - Duchefs du. Main¢,
after having exprefled her admiration
of this new part, afked M. de Voltaire
who was the performer of Lentulus;
Sura, and that M de Voltaire anfwer-
ed, ¢¢ Madam, he is the beft of us all.”
It ‘'was myfelf whom he-treated with
fuch diftinguifhed goodnefs, nor was it
very flattering to the knights, counts,
and marquiffes, whofe companion I then

was.

I will not conclude this article with-
out naming fome other anecdotes which
were within my own knowledge, and
which may perhaps ferve to give ftill

more
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more correét ideas of the charaéter of
M. de Volrtaire.:

1
i

It is well known that, on the death
of the celebrated Baron, and on the re-
treat of Bauberg from the ftage, both
the comic and the tragic parts of thefe
great attors were given to Sarrafin, who
at that time did not approach near the
excellence of his mafters, a circum-
ftance which drew a fevere farcafm from
Voltaire, who had committed to him
the part of Brutus in the tragedy of the
fame name. The piece was rehearfed
at the theatre, and the feeblenefs of
Sarrafin in his invocation to Mars, his
want of vigour, grandeur, and dig-

Vou. II. 0] v nity
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nity throughout the. firft a&, excited
Voltaire’s indignation to fuch a degree
that he cried out, ¢¢ Sir, do you re-
colle¢t that you are Brutus, the moft
auguft of all the Roman Confuls, and
that you muft not addrefs the god
Mars as you would fay, A4b good Vir-
giny let me gain a prize of a bundred

Sfrancs in the lottery I”

The refult of this:mew mode of in-
ftruction was that Sarrafin difplayed no
more ftrength or’animation, for he did
not pofiefs thofe qualities, and was
only a good aftor when the fcene re-
quired pathos. He knew not the art
of painting the paflions with energy,

nor
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hor was the foul of Mithridates, nor
the dignity of Auguftus ever perceived
in hin

The celebrity . which Mademoi-
felle Dumefnil had acquired in the
part of Merope, and which fhe has
uniformly maintained during twenty
years is well known. Yet even this
reputation was.no protection from the
railleries of M. de Voltaire, When fhe
rehearfed Merope for the firft time he
obferved that this famous atrefs did
not inveigh againft Polifonte in the
fourth a& with fufficient vehemence
and paffion.- ¢ I muft be poffefled by
the devil,” faid Madame Dumefnil,

O 2 ‘¢ to
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¢ to affume the tone youdefire.” ¢¢ Yes,
Madam,” anfwered Voltaire, we muft
be poffeffed by the devil to excel in any
art 1”1 believe that M. de Voltaire

then {poke a great truth.

"~ He was one day atked his opinion
refpefting the propriety with which
{ome preferred Mademoifelle Dumefnil
to Mademoifelle Clairon, and the juft-
nefs of that enthufiafin which this laft
excited in the public to the great mor-
tification of the atrefs who had ferved
her as a model.  The partifans of the
old tafte pretended that to feizeon the
foul and to excite its feelings, it was
-neceflary to poflefs, like Mademoifelle

Dumefnil
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Dumefnil, the magic wand of Corneille,

and that Mademoifelle Clairon had it

not. ¢ She hasit in the throat,” cried
Voltaire; and the queftion was accu-
rately decided.

A very young and beautiful girl,
daughter of a Procurenr* belonging to
the parliament, played with me the
part of Palmire in Mahomet, on M.
de Voltaire’s theatre. This amiable
girl, who was but fifteen years old, was
far from being able to fpeak with fuf-
ficient ftrength and grandeur the im-
precations which it was her part to
utter againft her tyrant. She was
young, handfome, and interefling,

* An Attorney.

O3 and
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and M. de Voltaire affumed more gena
tlenefs while he fhewed her how far
diftant fhe was from the {pirit of her
part. ¢ Madam,” faid he to: her,
¢ imagine to yourfelf that Mahomet is
an impoftor, an atrocious villain, who
caufed your father to be aflaflinated,
has juft poifoned your brother, and
who te crown his kindnefs would abfo-
lutely ravifh yourfelf. Ifall this trifling
treachery gives you a certain pleafure,
your politenefs to him is well judged.
But if he excite the leaft difguft in you,
this, Madam, is the tone that you
fhould affume.” 4

Then M. de Voltaire himfelf repeat-
ed the imprecation and gave this poor

innocent
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tnnocent girl, who was blufhing with
thame and trembling with fear, a lef-
fon fo much more precious as he joined
precept to example; and fhe after-

wards became a very pleafing altrefs.

In 1755, being at M..de Voltaire’s
houfe of the Delices near Geneva, which
he had juft obtained from the attorney-
general Tronchin, he depofited in my
hands the Orphan of China, which wasat
firft in three acts, and which he named
his hidden treafure. ,Speaking -of a
noble chara&er in this tragedy which
poflefled great novelty, he faid to me,
¢ My friend, the inflexions of your
voice are naturally foft and melodi-

0O 4 ous;
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ous, but beware of f{uffering any of
thofe to efcape you in.the: part of
Gengis Khan, You muft imprefs it
ftrongly on your mind -that I have
painted him as a tyger who, while he
carefles his female, ftrikes his talons
into her fides, If the other performers
find the piece languid in parts, I permit
them to make curtailments. Thefe are
citizensthat we muft fometimes facrifice
to the fafety of the republic. But take
care that they ufe the licence with cau-
tion; for falfe critics are often more
dangerous in diftating thefe fort of al-
terations, than men who are down-

o~

sight ignorant.” ' f

After
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After my departure from Ferney, in
the month of April 1762, M. de Vol-
taire formed a defire to have the Orphan
of China played at his little theatre.
The bookfeller Cramer ftudied the part
of Gengis Khan, under the inftru&tion
of the Duke de Villars. The preten-
fions of this nobleman to teach the art
of performing on the ftage are well
known ; he made his pupil Cramer a
cold, infipid, declaimer. M.de Voltaire
was not flow to perceive the defect;
and, in the firft rchearfal, he was more
than ever convinced that 2 man may be
at the fame time a duke, a fine wit,
and the fon of a great man, without
any of thefe titles giving him talents to

exercife
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exercife the fine arts, knowledge' to
comprehend their principles, or tafte to

decide on their execution.

. IVI de Voltaire hiffed Cramer; and
threatened to torment him in this way
till he thould have changed his ftyle of
a&ing. The faithful Genevefe applied
with incredible application to forget the
" whole of l1is mafter’s leflons, and re-
turned to Ferney at the end of fifteen

days, to repeat his part in 3 new manner

before M. de Voltaire, who perceiving

a very great change, cried with rapture

to Madame Denis, ¢ My Neice, God

be praifed! Cramer has difgorged -his

.Duke!”. . .v
For
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For more than thirty years Paris had
pever beheld a party as ftrong as that
which was formed to oppofe the firft
reprefentation of the tragedy of Oreftes,
except indeed, that which was formed
againft Adelaide de Guefclan. Oreftes
was hiffed from three till eight in the
evening. Yet, the beft informed part
of the public, whofe judgment alone
furvives temporary efforts becaufe it is
impartial, prevailed by degrees over
Crébillon’s 'zealots, and finally teftified
its fatisfaction by the moft unfufpetted
acclamations. It was in one of thefe
inebriating moments thatVoltairefprang
half out of his box, and cried with all '

his
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his ftrength, ¢ Go on Athgixiané_ I is
“Sophocles !” ‘ e

This franknefs and admirable pre.
fence of mind every hour charaterized
the only man of whom we have col-
le&ted any anecdotes. This which fol-
lows difplays M. de Voltaire as nature
formed him, that is, animated, elo-

quent, and ever philofophic.

In 1743, at the third or fourth re-
prefentation of Merope, M. de Voltaire
obferved a defet in a part of the dia-
logue. On his return from the Mar-
chionefs du Chatelet’s houfe, where he

had
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had fupped, he corrected the faulty
part, madJa pacquet of his correétions,
and ordered a fervant to;carry them to
the Sieur Paulin, a very worthy man,
but a very moderate actor, whom Vol-
taire had educated, as he ufed to fay,
with great care to pla'y his tyrants. The
fervant obferved to his mafter that it
was paft miidnight, and that it would be
impoffible to awaken M. Paulin at that
hour. ¢ Away,” replied the author of

Merope, ‘¢ tyrants never fleep.”
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DECLARATION
OF M. DE VOLTAIRE
TO THE KING OF PRUSSIA. =
[kemzmd by bim to bis Majcfly's Minificr, at
Erankfort, 17 53 ] ' '

IAM dying; and I protef’c before
God and man that, being no longer in
the fervice of his majefty the king of
Pruffia, I am not the lefs attached to
his intereft, nor lefs ready to obey his
pleafure for the fhort time I have to

live.

He arrefted me at Frankfort for a

collection of his poetry, of which he
made
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made me a prefent, and I remained in
prifon till the book was brought from
Hamburg. - I have reftored to the
king’s minifter, at Frankfort, all the
letters of his majefty which { had pre-
ferved as precious marks of tile good-
nefs with which he had henoured me.
At Paris I will reftore all the other
letters which may be demanded by

him.

His majefty withes to recal a con-
trat which he had deigned to make
with me. Iam certainly ready to re-
turn it with all thereft; and, as foon as
it fhall be fo;.lnd, I will reftore it or
caufe it to be reftored. This writing,

2 which
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which was not a contra but altogether
the effet of the king’s goodnefs, - and
which has been without any effe&, was
on a peice of paper one half lefs than
that which d’Arget took from my
chamber to the. king’s aparument at
Potfdam. It contained nothing more
than thanks on my part for the penfion
which his majefty had granted me with
the permiffion of the king my mafter;
for that which he had alfo granted to
my neice after my death, and for the

crofs, and chamberlain’s key.

The king of Pruffia deigned to write
at the bottom of this fcrap of paper, as

well as I remember: [ fign with great
. pleafure
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pleafure. the gramt which I bave defigned. 1o
make for more than fifteen years paff. Fhis
paper, abfolutely ufelefs to his majefty,
to myfelf,.and the public, fhall affured-
ly be returned. as foon -as it can: be
found among iy other papers. 1 nei-
ther can nor will make the leaft: ufe;of
it; and, to remove all:fufpicion, I:de-
clare. myfelf guilty of: tr\cafon toward
the king of France, my mafter, and the
king of Pruffia if I do not deliver up
this paper. the ini’cant‘it_fhall fall into
hands.

~ My neice, who attends me in. my

[

ficknefs, engages under the fame oath
to reftore it if it (hall come into her
pofleffion ; and till I can examine my

- Vor. IL. P papers
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papers at Parks ‘I entively #hinul the
faid writing. - Fdeclare that T-have no
claiti 6n his aiajefty the king of Pruflia;
and; in my prefent 'crhe'l'vrﬁidétidn,‘l
took for nothing except thé' Compaffiort
which his greatne(s'of ‘mind 6wes to 2
dying man who has’ hazarded and loft
all by his attachment to his majeffy,
whio has ferved him ‘with zeal; "and has
been ufeful to him but has never faited
in refpe& to his perfon, and who relies
~ en the goodnefs of his heart. I am
obliged to diftate, being unable to
write. I fign, with the profoundett re-
fpe&, the pureft innocence, and the
moft lively grief,
VoLTAIRE.
"LES
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LES J'Al VU,

Atibués fauffoment & M. de Voltaire, et qui le
Sirent mettve d le Baytiile, fous la régence, en
1716%, : - )

TRISTEs+ et Tugubres objets,

J'ai vu la Baftille et Vincennes,
Le Chatelet, Bicitré, et mille prifons pleines
De braves citoyens, de fidelles fujets :

J'ai vu la libetté ravie,

De la droite raifon la régle pourfuivie :
Jai

+ On fight of gloomy woe | I have feen the Baf~
tile, Vincennes, the Chitelet, the Bicétre, and 2
thoufand other prifons gorged with brave citizens
and faithful fubjedts. I have{oen freedom in chains,

* Falfely attributed to M. de Voltaire; for which during
the regency he was fent to the Baftile, in the year 1716.

P2 and
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J’ai vu le peuple gémiffant
Sous un rigoureux efclavage :
Jai vu le foldat rugiffant |
Cr_ever _d? fa.im,.‘dg ,fg‘if, de dépit et,,dg:l rage 3
~ Jai vu les fages contredits, - -
Leurs remontrances inutiles s - .
J’ai vu des magiftrats vexer toutes les villes
Par des impdts crians et d’injuftes édits :
]’ai vu fous I’habit d’une femme
.. - Un démon nous donner la loi,.
Sacrnﬁer fon Dieu, fa religion, fon ame -
Pour féduire I'efprit d’un trop crédule roi: -
J’ajva un ,ho,x_pmc épouvantable, ;

Ce

and the people groaning in rigorous bondage. I
have feen fages ‘countera&ted, and their reinon-
ftrances of no effect. ' I have feen magiftrates op-
prefs the kingdom by the worft of taxes and unjuft
edi@ts. I have feen a demon govern in.a woman’s
form*, and facrifice her God, her religion, and
‘et foul, to feduce- the mind of a-t00 ckedulous

* Madame de Maintenon.

king.
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Ce barbare erinemi de tout le genre-humain,
Exercer dans Paris, les armes a la-main,
--Une police abominable : '
J'ai vu 'les tyrans impunis :
J’ai vu les'gens d’honneur perfécutés, bannis :
J’ai vu méme’erreur en tous lieux triomphante,
La vérité trahie, et la foi chancellante ;-
J'ai vule lieu faint avifi ; -
“J?ai vu Port-royal aboli;
J’ai vu I’'a&tion la plus noire
Qui puifle jamais arriver ;

L’ean

king. I have feen a man of horrort, the barba-
rous enemy of the human race, with arms in his
hand exercifing at Paris authority the moft abomi-
nable. I have feen tyrants unpunithed, and men
of honour perfecuted and in exile. I have feen
error every where triumphant, truth betrayed, and
faith with ftaggering fteps. I have feen holy places
defiled, and Port-Royal abolithed. I have feen the
blackeft a& that ever can be committed; not all

4 M. D’Argenfon,
the
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L’eau de tout I’Océan ne pourrait la laver,
Et nos derniers neveux auront peine A Jagroire:
J'ai vu dans ce {éjour par la grice hahité,

" Des facriléges, des profanes -

. Remuer ¢t tourmenter les ménes . - -
Des corps marqués.au fceap de Pimmortalité.
Ce n’eft pas tout encor ; j’ai vu la prélature
Se vendre, ou devenir le prix de 'impofture:
J7ai vu les dignités en proie aux ignpr?ns:
Jraivules gens de rientenir les premiers rangs:
Jai vu de faints prélats devenir la viGime

Du feu divin qui les anime,
' O temps !

the watets of the ocean could wafh away its guilt,
nor will future generations think it credible. I
have feen, in the pure abodes of mercy, facrilegi-
ous and prophane hands difturb the feal of immor-
tality ¥ Nor is this all.' T have feen the mitre
bought and fold, or made ‘the reward of impofture.
Y have feen high dignities the prey of the ignorant,
and bafe men holding the'higheft rank. I have feen

holy prefates fall a facrifice to the divine ardour by
which

.t sdmmi

S

-~
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O temps ! 6 meeurs! j’ai vudans ce ficle maudit

Ce cardinal, ’ornement de la France

Plus grand encor, plus faint qu’on ne le dit,
Reflentir les effets d’une horrible vengeance:

J’ai vu I’hypocrite honoré :
J'ai vu, Ceft tout dire, le jéfuite adoré.

J’ai vu ces maux fous le régne funefte
D’un prince que jadis la colére célefte
Accorda, par vengeance, a nos défirs ardens:

J’ai vua ces maux, et je n’ai pas vingt ans.
which they were animated. Oh times! Oh man-
ners! In this accurfed age, I have feen that Car-
dinal who is the ornament of France, more great
and holy even than fame reports him, feel the moft
horrible effefts of vengeance. I have feen the hy-
pocrite honoured, and in a word the jefuit adored.
Thefe evils I have feen, during the reign of 2
Prince whom heavenly wrath in vengeance for-

merly granted to our ardent with. Thefe evils
have I feen, yet the age of twenty have not paffed.

END OF THE JUSTIFICATde PIECES.

MEMOIRS
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VO LT AIRUE"™

vt

WRITTEN BY HIMSELF,

S U O S PEVR B
Y WAS tired of the lgéy and turbu-
lent life led at Paris, of thc.; mulsi-
tude of Petit-Maitres, of bad books
printed with the approbation of Cen-
fors and the ,privilege(of the King, of
the cabals and parties among the learn-
¢d,and of the mean arts, plagiarifm, a,rid
. book-makiag .whi,ch diﬂ,lo,nour. litera-
ture. In the year 1733, I met witha,

B young
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qung lady who happened to thmk
nearly as I did, and who took a refo-
lution to go with me and fpend feveral
years in the counti'y, there to cultivate
her ‘anderftanding, far frém the burry
and tumult of the world.

This Lady was no other than the
‘Marchionefs deChatelet, who, of all the
“women in F‘ranée,.had a mind the moft
Acapable’ of ‘the different branches: of
"dcience. Her father, the Baron de Bre-

teuil, had taught her Latin, which fhe
" undérftood as perfectty as Madanre Da-
" cier. She knew by rote the moft beau-
tiful paffages in Horace, Virgil, and La-
* cretius, and all the philofophical works
R : of
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of Cicero were familiar to her. Her
inclinations were more ftrongly bent to.
wards the mathematics and metaphyfics
than any other ftudies, and feldom have
there been united in the fame perfon fo
much juftnefs of difcernment, and ele-
_ gance of tafte, W1th fo ardent a defire
of information.

Yet, notwithftanding her love of i~
terature, fhe was not the lefs fond of the
~world, and thofe amufements which
were adapted to her fex and age : fhe,
however, determined to quit them all,
and go and buryherfelf inan oldruinous
chateau,uponthebordersof Champagne
and Lorraine, and fituated in 3 barrep
B2 and



4 ‘MEMOIRS OF VOLTAtRE.’
and unhealthy foil. This old chateau
the ornamented, and embellithed with
tolerably pretty gardens ; T built a gal:
~ lery, and fotmed a &ery good tollection
© of natural hiftory : 2dd 't which, we
had a library not badly furnithed. -
‘We were vifited by feveral of ‘the
learned, Who came to philofophize in
our retreat : ’;’;mo"ﬁg‘ others we had the
eelebiated Kdenig for two entire years,
~ who has fince died 'Profeflor at the
Hague, and Librarian to her Highnefs
the Princefs of Orange. Maupertuis
came alfo, with John' Bernouilli ;' and
there it was that Maupertuis, who was
born the moft jealous of all human be-

- - 1ings,
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ings, made me the objed of a paffion
- which has ever been to him exceedingly
dear. - . o
I taught Englith to Madame du Ché-
telet, who, in about three months, un-
dcrftoqd"it as well '19 I did, and read
Newton, Locke, and Pop¢, with équal
eafe. She learnt Italian- likewife as
foon. -We read all the works of Taflo
.and Ariofto together, fo that when Al-
garotti came to Cirey, v{'here he finifhed
his Neutenianifino per le Dame, [The La~
dies Newton,] he found her fuﬁicient‘.y
fkilful in his own }anguagey to gi{'c him
fome very excellent information by
which he profited. A‘mn ottiwas a Ve-
‘netian, the fon of a very rich tradef-

B3 - man,
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man, and very amiable; he travelled all

“over Europe, knew 2 little of evety

thing, and gave to every thing a grace.

Inthisourdelightfulretreat wefought

“only inftruétion, and troubled not our-

felves concerning what paffed in the reft
of theworld. Welong employedall our
attention and powersupon Leibnitz and

Newton: Madame duChitelet attached

“herfelf firft to Leibnitz, and explained

one part of hisfyftem, in a book exceed-

ingly well writtén, entitled Infstutions de

Phyfigue. She did not feek to decorate

philofophy with ornamentstowhich phi-

“lofophy is a ftranger; fuch aﬂ"e&:gfion

‘mever was part of her character, which,

was

——
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was mafculine and juft. The properties
of her ftyle were clearnefs, precifion,
and elegance. If it be ever poffible to
give the femblance of truth to the icieas
of Lecibnitz, it will be found in that
book; but at prefent few people trouble
themfelyes to know how or what Leib-
pitz thought.

Born Wwith a love of truth, the {foon
abandoned fyftem, and applied hetfelf
to the difcoveries of the greatNewton ;
fhe tranflated his whole book on the
Pxfi‘n,(;.iples of the Mathematics into
French ; and when the had afterwards
cniarged her knowledge, fhe added to
this book, which fo few people under-

' B4 . ftood,
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food, an’ Aigc‘:braical ‘Commentary,
which'vlil’:eWifc is not to be underftood
by' common readers. M. Clairaut, one
of our beft Geometricians, has cares
fully reviewed this Commentary, an

edition of it was bégun, and it is not

- to the honour of the a:ge,' that it was

never finifhed. o

At Cirey we cultivated ail the arts ;
it was there 1 compofed lzire, Mérope,
P Enfant Prodigue, and Mchomet. For
her ufe I wrote an Effay on Univerfal
Hiftory, from the Agéof -Charlemagne
to the prefent. I chofe the epoqhﬁ of
Chariémagne,beéaﬁfe it wasthe pointof
time which Boffuet ftopped at, and be-

6 Lo caufe
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caufe I durft not again’ treat a fubject

~ already handled by fo great a mafter. -

Madame du Chitelet, however, was
far from fatisfied with the Univerfal
Hiftory of this prelate; fhe thought it
cquuént only, and was i)rovoked to
-find that the labours of Bofluet were
all wafted upon a nation fo defpicable

as the Jewith,

 After having fpent fix years in this
retreat, in the midft of the arts and
{ciences, we were obliged to go to
'.Brvuﬂ"cls, ‘where the family of du Cha-
‘téle had long been en;broiléd in a law-
| ~ fuit with the family of Honfbrouk.

Here
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~* HereI had the good fortune to meet
with a grandfon of the illuftrious and
unfortunate Grand Penfioner De Wit,
whowas Firft Prefident of the Chamber
of Accounts, and had one of the finef}
libraries in Europe, which was of great
ufe to me in writing my Univerfa]

Hiftory.

But I had a ftill fuperior happinefs
at Bruflels, and which give me infinite
P]cafure. I terminated the law-fuit, by
an accommodation, in which the two
families had been ruiniﬂg each other
with expences for near fixty years, and
gained tv‘;'o hundred and twénfy thou-

fand Tivres paid in ready money to thc

Mal quis du Chatelet.
‘ Whil¢.
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While I remained at Bruffels, and in
' * the year 1740, the unpolithed King of
Pruffia, Frederick-William, the moft
fntolerant of all Kings, and beyond
contradiction the moft frugal, and
the richeft in ready monecy, died at
Berlin. His fon, who has fince gain-
ed fo fingular a kind of reputation,
‘had then held a tolerably regular cor-
refpondence with me for above four
years. The world never perhaps beheld
a father and fon who lefs refembled
each other than thefe two Monarchs.

The father was an abfolute Vandal,
who thought of no other thing, during
hiswhole reign, than amaflingof money,

. and
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“and maintaining, at the leaft poflible
expence,' the fineft foldiers in Europe.
Never were fubjeéts pOdrer-, or vKing
_more rich. He bought up at a défpi-
cable price the efiates of a great part of

~ the Nobility, who focn devoured thé ,
little money they got for them, above
half of which returned to the Royal cof-
fers by means of the duties 1;pon con-
fumption. All the King’s lands were
farmed out to tax-gatherers, who keld

~ the double office of Excifer.»-z'n -and

Judge; infomuch, that if a in—nded
tenant did not pay this colleCtor upon
the very cay appointed,- he put on his
Judge’s robe, and condemned the de- ,
Jinquent in double the fum. It muft

be
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‘be obferved, that if this fame Excife-
man and Judsze did not pay the ng'
by the lait day of the month, the day
following he was himfelf obliged to
pay double to the King.

" Did 2 man kill a hareor lop a treé
.any thre near the Royal domains, or
commit any other peccadxllo ? he was
_mﬁantly c;ondemncd to pay a fine.
‘Was a poor girl found guilty of making
a child? the father or the mother, or - |
fome other of the girl’s relations, were
:obhged to pay his Majefty Jor the
JSafbion.

The
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The Baronnefs of Kniphauflfen, who
at that time was the richeft widow in
Berlin, that is to fay, fhe had between
three and four hundred a year, was
accufed of having brought one of the
King's fubjedts clandeftinely into the
world in the fecond year of her widow-
hood. His Majefty thereupon wrote
hera Iet&r, with his own hand, wherein
he informed her it was neceflary, if
fhe meant fo fave her honour, and
preferve her charater, the muft im-
“mediately fend him thirty thoufand
livres (12501) This fum fhe was

obliged to borrow, and was ruined,

He
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He had an Ambaflador at the Hague,
whofe name was Luifius ; and certainly
of all the Ambafladors that appertained
to royalty, he was paid the worft. This
poor man, that he might be able to keep
a fire, had cut down fome trees in the
garden of Hous-lardick, which then ap-
pertained to th‘e Royal-houle of Pruflia.
His next difpatches brought him word .
that the King, bis gracious Sovereign, had
ftopped, on this account, a year’s falary
to defray his damages, and Luifius, in
‘a fit of defpair, cut his throat with the
only razor hehad. An old valet, hap-
pening to come in, called affiftance, and
unhappily for him faved his life. ¥
afterwards met with his Excellency at

“4 I -+ the
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the Hague, and gave him alms at a gate
of the Palace,. which is called the Old
Court, and which belonged to the King
of Pruffia, where this poor Ambafladar

‘had lived twelve years.

Turkey, it muft be confefled, is a Re-
public,when comp;red ta the defpotifm
. exercifed by this Frederic-William, .

It was byvfhch like means, only, that
he could, 1}1 a reign of twenty-eight
years, load-, the.cellars of his -P.al“acel at
Berlin with .a. hundred and twenty
vmilliohs ;of crowns (fifteen millions
fterling),-all well cafked .up in barrels,
hooped with iron. | ,
| "He
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- He took great pleafure in furnithing
the grand apartment of the Palace
with heavy articles .of mady filver, in
which the worth of the workman fur-
pafled not the fterling of nature. He
gave to the Queen his wife, in charge,
that is, a cabinet, the contents of which,

- even to the coffee-pot, were all gold.

The Monarch ufed to walk from his
Palace cloathed in anold bluecoat, with
copper ’buttons, “half way down his
thighs, and when he bought a new one,
thefe buttons were made to ferve again.
It was in this drefs that his Majefty,arm-
ed with a huge ferjeant’s cane, marched
forth ev’ery day to review his regimént

C of
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of giants. - Thefe giants were his
greatelt delight, and the things for

which he went to the heavieft expenee.

The men who ftood in the firft rank
of this regiment were none of them lefs
than feven feet high, and he fent to-
purchafe them from the farther parts of
" Europe to the borders of Afia. I have
foen fome of them fince his death.

“The King, his fon, wholoved hand-
fome, and noé gigantic men, had given
thofe I faw to the Queen, his wife, to
ferve in quality of Heiduques. I re-
member they accompanied the old ftate
seach, which preceded the Marquis de

.o

Beauvau,
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Beauvau, who came to complifhent the
new King in the month of November,
i740. ThelateKing Frederic-William,
who had formerly fold all the mag-
nificent furnitare left by his father,
never ¢could find a purchafer for that
enormous ungilt coach. The Heidu-
- ques, who walked on each fide to fup-
port it, in cafe it fhould faﬂ, thook

hands with each other over the roof.

After Frederic-William had review-
ed his giants, he ufed to walk through
thetown, and every body fled beforehim
full fpeed. - If he happened to meet a
woman, he would demand why the ftaid
idling her time in the fireets, and ex-

Ca3 | claim,
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| claim, Go—get home with you, you lazy
buflys an honeft woman has no bufinefs
over the threfbold of ber own door ; which
" remontftrance hewould accompanyv;ith
avhearty bt;x on the ear, a kick in the
groin, or a few well applied firokes

on the ﬂmulders with his cane.

The holy Minifters of the Gofpel

were treated alfo in exattly the fame

ftyle, if they happened to take a fancy
to come upon the parade. '

We may eafily imagine, what would
be the aftonithment and vexation of a

Vandal, like this, to ﬁnd he had a fon,

endowed with wit, grace, and good

breeding ;.

ham
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breeding ; who delighted to pleafe, was
eager in the acquifition of knowledge,
and who made verfes, and afterwards
fet them to mufic. If he caught him
with a book in his hand, he threwitin
the fire ; or playing on the flutc, he
broke his inftrument; and fomctimes
treated his Royal Highnefs, as he treat-
cd the ladies and the preachers when he

‘met with them on the parade.

The Prince, weary of the attentions
“of fo kind a father, determined one
fine morning, in 1730, to elope, with-
out well knowing whether he would fly
to France or England. Paternal cece-
mnemy had deprived him of the power

C3 of
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of travvclkling in the fiyle of fon and
heir ta a farmer-general, or even an
‘Englifh tradefman, and he was obliged

to borrow a few hundred ducats.

Two young gentlemen, both very
.amiable, one nmamed Kat, the other
Keit, were to accomrpany him. Kat
- was. the only fon of a brave General
Officer, . and Keit had married the
daughter of the fame Baronefs . of
XKniphauflen, who had paid the ten
Athloufand -crowns about the child.
' making bufinefs before mentioned.
'The day and hour were appointed ; the
father was informed of the whole affair,
and the Prince and his two travelling

€om-

el

P |
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companions were all thrce put under

an arreft.

The King belicved at firft, that the
Princefs Wilhclmina, his daughter,who
was afterwards married to the Prince
Margrave of Bareith, was concerned in
the plot : and as he was remarkable for
difpatch in the. executive branch of
juftice, he procceded to kick her out of
a large window, which opened from
the floor to the cieling. The Queen:
Mother,whowas prefent at this exploit,
with greatdiflicultyfaved her, by catch-
ing hold of her petticoatS at themoment
fhe was making her leap. The Princefs
received a contufion on her left breaft,

Cg4 . “which |
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"

which remained with her during life, as
a mark of paternal affetion, and which

the did me the honour to thew me.

The Prince had a fort of miftrefs,
the daughter of a fchool-matfter, of the
~town of Brandeboufg, who had fettled

"~ - atPotzdam. This girl played tolerably

il upon the harpficord, and the Prince
accompanied her with his flute. He
really imagined himfelf in love, but in
this he was deceived ;- his avocation
was nat with the fair fox. However,
as he had pretended a kind of paffion,
the King, his father, thought proper
that the damfel thould make the tour of
Potzdam, conduéted by the hangman,

and
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and ordered her to be whippcd in

prefence of his fon.

After he had regaled him with this
diverting fpectacle, he madea transfer
of him to the citadel of Cufirin, which
was fituated in the midft of a marfh.
Here he was fhut up, without a fingle
fervant, for the fpace of fix months,
in a fort of dungeon, at the end of
which time he was allowed a foldier as

an attendant. ,

This fbldicr, who was young, well -
made, handfome, and played upon the
flute, had more ways than one of amuf-
ing the royal prifoner. So many fine
~ qualities have made his fortune ; and 1

have
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have fince known h’im., at once Valet
de Cl\xambx;eband' firft Minifter, with
. all the infolence which two fuch pofts

may be {uppofed to infpire.

" 'The Prince had been fome wecks in
his palace at Cufirin, when one day an
old officer, followed by four grena- .
diers, entered his chamber, weeping.
Frederic had no doubt he was going
to be made a head thorter; but the
~ officer ftill in téars, ordered the grena~:
diers to take him to the window, and
hold his head out of it, that he might
be obliged to look on the execution of
his friend Kat, upon a fcaffold exprefly
built there for that purpofe. He faw,

2 - ftretched
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ftretched out his . hand, and fainted.
| The father was prefent at this exhibi-
tion, as he had been at that of the girl’s .
| whipping-bout. ‘

Keit, the other confidant, had fled
into Holland, whither the King dif-
patched his military meflengers to
feize him. He efcaped mercly by a
minute, embarked for Portugal, and
there remained till the death of the

moft clement Frederic-William.

It was not theKing’sintention tohave
‘ftopped there; his defign was to have
beheaded the Prince. He confidered
that he had three other fons, not one of
wl;qm wrote verfes, and that they were

{ufficient
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fufficient to fuftain the Pruffian gran-
deur. Meafures had been already con- |
certed to make him fuﬁer, as the Czar-
ovitz, eldeft fon to P'cter the Great, had
fuffered before. |

Tt is not exceedingly clear, from any
 known laws, human or divine, that a
| young man fhould have his head ftruck
off, becaufe he had a with to travel. ‘But‘
his Majefty had found judges in Pruffia,
equally as learned and equitable as the
Ruflian expounders of law. Befides
that his own paternal authority, ‘ina

cafe of need, would at any time fuffice.

" The Emperor Charles the Sixth, how-
ever, pretended that the Prince Royal,

as
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as a Prince of the Empire, could not
fuffer condemnation but in a full Diet;
and fent the Count de Sckendorf to the
father, in order to make very ferious

remonftrances on that fubject.

The Count de Sekendorf, whom 1
have iince known in Saxony, where he
lives retired, has declared to me, it Was
with very great difficulty indeed, that
he could prevail with the King not to
behead the Prince. This is the fame
Sekendorf who has commanded the
armies of Bavaria, and of whom the
Prince, when he came to the throne,
drew a hideous portrait, in the hifsory
of his father, which he inferted in fome

*thirty



36  MEMOIRS OF VOLTAIRE.

thirty copies of his Memoires de Brans
debourg ¥. Who would not, after
this, ferve Princes, and prevent tyrants

from cutting off their heads ?

Afterei ghteen monthsimprifonment,
the folicitations of the Emperor, and
the tears of the Queen, obtained the
Prince his liberty ; and he imnied.iatély
began to make verfes, and write mufic
more than ever. Heread Leibnitz, and
even Wolf, whom he called a compiler
of trafth, and devoted himfelf to the

whole circle of fciences at once.

* I gave the Ele&or Palatine the copy of this

work, which the King of Pruffia prefented to me,

As
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As the King, his father, fuffered him
to have very little to do with the na-
tional affairs, or as there rather, in-
deed, were no fuch affairs in a govern-
ment the whole bufinefs of which was
reviews, he employced his leifurc in

~writing tothofemenof lettc‘rs inFrance,
who were fomething known in thc

world. Thefe letters were fome in

verfe, and others were treatifes of me-

taphyfics, hiftory, and politics. He

treated me as a fomething diving, and 1

‘him as a Solomon.  Epithets coft us no-
thing. They have printed fome of

thefe ridiculous things in a colle¢tion

of my works, and happily they have

not printed the thirtieth part of them.

I took
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1 took the liberty to fend him an ex-
ceedingly beautiful ink-ftand ; he had
the bounty to prefent me with a few
gew-gaws of amber, and all the wits
of the Parifian coffee-houfes imagined

with horror my fortune was made.

‘A young Courlander, named Keizer-

ling,

who was likewife a rhymer, and
of courfe a favourite with Frederic,
was difpatched from the frontiers of
Pomerania to us at Cirey. We pre-
pared a feaft for him, and I made a fine
illumination, the lights of which com-
pofed the cypher, and the name of the
Prince Royal, with this device, /’Ejpe-
rance du genre humain :—* The hope of

all nattons.” :
For
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For my owh part, had I been inclined

to indulge pérfoﬂal hopes, I had great
“reafon fo to do; for my Prince always
called me his dear friend, in his letters,
and fpoke frequently of the folid marks
of, friendfhip which he deligned for me

" as foon as he thould mount the throne.

The throne at laft was mounted, while
1was at Bruffels, and he began his reign
by fending an Ambaffador Extraordi-
nary to France; one Camas, who had
loft an arm, formerly a French refugee,
and then an officer in the Pruffian army.
He faid thai, as there was a Minifter
from the French court at Berlin, who
had but one hand, he, that he might ac-

D quit



-34 MEMOIKS OF VOLTAIKE.

quit himfelf of all obligation towards
the Moft Chriftian King, had fent him
" an Ambaflador with only eme arm.

Camas, as foon as he arrived fafe at
his inn, difpatched alad to me, whom
he had created his page, to tell me that
" he was too muchfatigued to come to my

houfe, and therefore begged I would
come to him inftantly, he having the
fineft, greateft, and moft maghiﬁcent pre-
fent that ever was prefented, to make me
on the part of the King his mafter.
Run—run as faft as you can, faid Ma-
dame du Chitelet, he has affaredly fent

you the diamonds of the crawn.

Away
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. Away I ran, and found my Ambaffas
dor, whofe only baggage was a fmall -
keg of wine, tied behind his chaife, fent
from the cellar of the late King by the
refgning Monarch; with a toyal com-
mand for me to drink. 1 emptied
myfelf in proteftations of aftomifhment
and gratrtade for thefe lLquid marks of
his Majefty’s bounty, inftead of the folid
 ones 1 had been taught to expe@, and
divided my keg with Camas:.

. My Solomon was then at Stralbourg ;
the whim had taken Aim while he was
vifiting his long and narrow land, which
extends from Guelders to the Baltic
occan, that he would come incognite to'

D2 view
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view the frontiers and troops of Francé.
This pleafure he enjoyed at Strafbourg,
where he went by the name of Count du
Four, a Lord of Bohemia. His brother,
the PrinceRoyal, who was with him, had
alfo his travelling title; and Algareti;
who already had attached himfelf to him,

was the only one who went unmafked.

His Majefty fent me a hiffory of his
journey to Bruffels, half verfe, half
profe, written ina ta{te fomethmg fimi-
lar to that of Bachaumont and Cha-
pelle; that is to fay, as fimilar as a King |
of Pruffia’s could be- fuppofed to be.
The following are extra&s from his
letter. | |

¢ After
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- ¢ After thefe abominable roads, we
< were obliged to put up at fill more

¢ abominable inns.

“ ,Hungry and cold, and late at night,

¢ Each thievith hoft beheld our plight;

¢ And each, with more than frugal fit,

¢ (Stew’d firft in moft infernal mift)

¢ Would poifon us, and after rob us,
Xz Happy to think how they could fob us.
"¢ Oh times! when robbing is fo common !

.#¢ Oh age! how wide from age of Roman!

. % Boads frightful, feod bad, drink
¢ worfe. This was not all; we met
« with many accidents; and to be fure.
“ our equipage muft have fomething

% yery odd about it, for every place we
D3 « pafled
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¢

3

pafled throvgh they took us for out-
landith spigaals. - ..~

¢ One ftares, and Monarchs us believes,

- ¢ Others fufpe we’re civil thieves ;

<«
(1]
[13
117
€
€t
(13

€«

¢ Some think us fate let loofe from college,

-

- ¢ And eager all of farther knowledge,

*¢ They croud and fquint, and with to fmoke us,

"

¢ As coekneys gape at hocus-pocus.

“ The mafter of the taoft.-houfe at Kell

having affured us there was o fafety
without paflports, and feein g we were
driven to an abfolute neceflity of mak-

ing them for ourfelves, or of not en-

tering Strafbeurg, we were ¢’en forced

to this thift, in the execution of which,

¢ the Pruflian arms, which I had upon

my feal, were marvelloufly ufeful.
[{ Wc
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¢ We arrived at Strailbourg, and the
¢ Corfaire. de la douane and the Vifiteur
¢ feemed fatisfied with our proofs.

¢¢ The rafcals found themfélves m clover,
¢¢ With one c}e read our paflports onxier', |

¢ And fix’d the other on our purfe, B

¢¢ Determin’d we fhould reimburfe

¢ Their pains, with guineas good and many ;

¢ Thus gold, with which Jove bought Mifs Dansé,
«¢ Thus gold, with which yedr mighty Cacfar
¢ Govern’d the world with _\vond’rons eafe, Sir H
« Gold, greater far than all the noddies,

¢ Ycleped or either God or Goddf:fs,

L Soon brought the fcoundrgls to adore us,

¢¢ And ope the gates of Strafbourg for us *.”
‘ We

® Perhaps it is impofiible to render the true fpirit of thefe
" extrafls, and ethers inferted in thefe Memoirs, without aps
D4 peating
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We may fee by this letter, that he wis
not yet. become the beft. of all poffible
poets, and that his philofophy did not
look with total indifference on the metal
of which his father had made fuch ample

provifion,

From ﬁtré{bOI}rg hewcnt to vifit his
territories in the Lov?er.Gcrmany,' and
fent me word he would come incognito
to fee me at Bruflels. We prepared ele-
gant ;ipzirtments for him in the little
Chateau de Meufe, two leagues from
Cleves. | "He infoﬁned me, he expected

| J I thould

pearing either ftupid. or extravagant; though.liberties have
_been takep ig the ftyle, which would fcarcely be juftifiable in
_pther parts of the work, T,
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i fhould make the firflt advances, arui ac-
cordingly I went to pay him my moft
profound refpedts.

Maupertuis, who had already formed
his plan, having the mania of becoming
Prefident of an Academy upon him, had
- prefented himfelf, and was lodged with
Algaroti and Keizerling in one of the gar-
rets of this palace. One foldier was the
only guard { found. The Privy-Coun-
fellor and Minifter of State, Rambonet,
was walking in the court-yard, blowing
his fingers. He had ona pair of large,
dirty;coarfe ruffles,a hat all in holes,and
an old judge’s wig, one fide of which
bung into his pocket, and the other

’

fcarcely
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fearcely touched his fhoulder. They
informed mue; this man’was charged with
a ftate affair of great importance, and fo

indeed he was.

I was condu&ted into his Majefty’s
apartment, inwhich Ifound notfxing but
four bare walls. By the light ofa bougie,
I perceived a fmall truckle bed, two
feet and a half wide, in a clofet, upon
which lay a little man, wrapped upin a
morning gown of blue cloth. It was his
Majefty, who lay fweating and fhaking,
beneath a beggarly coverlet, in a vio-
lent ague fit. I made my bow, and
began my acquaintance by feeling his
pulfe, as ifI had been his firft phyfician.

J 2 The
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| The fit left him, and he rofe, dreflfed
himfelf, and fat down to table with Alga.
roti, Keizerling, Maupertuis, the Am-~
baffador to the States-General, and my-
felf; where, at fupper, we treated moft
profoundly on the immortality | of the
foul, natural liberty, and the Androgynes
of Plato.

While we were thus philofophizing
upon freedom, the Privy-Counfellor
Raméonét, was mounted upon a poft-
horfe,and riding all night towards Liege,
at the gates of which hearrived the next
day, where he proclaimed,with found of
trumpet, the name of the King his maf-
ter,while two thoufand foldiers from Ve-

fel
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fel were laying the city of Liege under
enntribution. ' The pretext for this fine
expedition was certain rights, which his
Majcfty pretended to have over a part of
the fuburbs. It was to me he committed
the tatk of drawing up the manifefto,
which I pc’rformed as well as the nature -
of the cafe would let me; never {ufpect-
ing thata King, with whomI fupped, and
who called me his friend, could poffibly
be in the wrong. The affair was foon
“brought to a conclufion, by the payment
of a million of livres, which he exaéted
: in' good hard ducats, and which ferved to
defray the expences of his tour to Straf-
bourg, concerning which he complained
fo loudly in his poefic‘ profc epiftle.

I foon
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1 foon felt myfelf attached to hilﬁ, for
he had wit, an agreeable manner, and
was moreover; 2 King ; which s a eir- .
cumftance of feduction hardly fo be van-
quithed by human weaknefs. Generally
fpeaking, it is the employment of men of
letters te flatter Kings; Lut in this in-
ftance, I was praifed by a King, from the
crown of my head to the fole of my
foot, at the fame time that I was libelled,
at leaft once a weck, by the Abbé Des-
Fontaines, and other Grub-ftrect poets

of Paris.

Some time before the death of his
father, the King of Pruffia thought pro-
per to write againft the principles of

Machiavel.



46  MEMOIRS OF VOLTAIRE.

Machiavel. Had Machiavel had a Prince
fof a pupil, the very firft thing he would
have advifed him to do, would have been
fo to write. The Prince Royal, how-
ever, was not mafter of fo much finefle ;
he really meant what he wrote; but it
was before he was a King, and while his
father gave him no great reafon to fall
in love with defpotic power. He praifed
moderation and juftice with his whole
foul; and in the ardour of his enthufiafm,
looked upon all ufurpation as an abfolute

. \
crme.

This manufcript he had feat to me at
© Bruffels, to haveit corrected and printed ;
and I had already made a prefent of it to

| a Dutch
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~ a Dutch bookfeller, one Venduren, one
of the greateft knaves of his profeflion.
1 could not help feeling fome remorfe,
_at being concerned in printing this Anti-
Machiavelian book, at the very moment
the King of Pruffia, whohada hundred
millions in his coffers, was robbing the
poor people at Lieg;e of another, by the
hands of the Privy-Counfcllor Rambonet..

I imagined my Solomon would not
ftop there. His father had left him fixty-
fix thoufand four hundred men, all com--
plete, and excellent troops. He was
bufily augmenting them, and appeared -
to have a vaft inclination to give them
employment the ‘Very firft opportunity.

I re-
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I reprefented to him, that perhaps it
was not altogether prudent to print his
book juft at the time the world might
reproach him with having violated the
principles he taught ; and he permitted
me to ftop the impreffion. 1accordingly
took a journey into Ho'land, purpofely
~ to do him this trifling fervice ; but the
book{feller demanded fo much money,
that his Majefty, who was not, in the
bottom of his heart, vexed to fee himfelf
in print, was better pleafed to be fo for

nothing, than to pay for not being fo.

While I was in Holland, occupied in
this bufinefs, Charles the Sixth died, in
the month of O&tober, 1740, of an in-

digeftion,
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digeftion, occafioned by eating champig-
nons, which brought on an apoplexy;
and this plate of champignons changed
the deftiny of  Europe. ~ It v&as prefently.
evident, that Frederic the third, King of
Pruffia, 'was not fo great én,cnemy to.
Machiavel as the Prince Royal appeared

to havebeem. 0 .

Although he had then conceived the
project of his invafion of Silefia, he did
not the lefs neglet to :invite me to his
court ; but I bad before given him to
underftand I could not come to ftay with
him; that T deemed it a duty to prefer
friendfhip. to ambition ; that I was at-
tached to Madame du ‘Chitelet; and

‘ E ~ that,
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that, between philofoi)liex‘s,f T.loved a
Lady better than a King. He approved
of the liberty I took, though far his own
part he did not love the Ladies. Iwent "
to pay him a vifit in O&ober; and the
Cardinal de Fleury writ me 2 long let-
ter, full of praifes of the Anti-Machia-
vel, and of the- author, which 1 did nos
forget to let him fee.
" He had already affembled his troops,
yet not one of his Generals or Minifters
could penetrate into his defigns. The _
Marquis de Beauvau, who was fent to
compliment him on his acceffion, believ-
c¢d he meant to declare againft France,
t favour of Maria-Therefa, ‘Queen of
B ' Hungary
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Hingary and Bohemia, and daughter of
Charles the Sixth; and to fupport the
ele@tion of Francis of Lorraine, Grand
* Duke of Tufcany, and hufband of that
- Queen, to the Empxrc,fuppoﬁnghc mlght

thence derive great advantages,

I had more reafon than any perfon.to
: fuppofe, the new-crowned King of Pruffia
meant to efpoufe this party; for three
months before, he had fent me a palitical
differtation, aftér his manner,wherein he
confidered France as the natural enemy
and depredator of Gemﬁany. But it was
conflitutional with him to do'the dire@
contrary of what he faid or wrote; net
from diﬂiniulation, but becaufe he fpoke

) E 2 and
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and wrote thh one kind of enthufiafm,
and ‘gftélfwards acted yvith.an_other.

. Hedeparted on the 1 5th of December,
thh the quartan ague, for the conqueft
of Silef ia, at the head of thirty thoufand
combatants, well difciplined, and well
accoutred. As he mounted his horfe,
he faid- to the Marquis de Béauvau,
Maria Therefa’s Minifter, ¢ I am going
to play your'“ game; fhould the tmmps
fall into. our hands, we will divide the

winnings.”

" He has fince that written the hiftoryof
that conqueft, and. he fhewed me the
whole of it. Here follows one of the

curious
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cyrious paragraphs, in the introdu&ion
to thefe annals, which I, in prcferencc, /
cafcfully tranfcribed, as a thing unique
in its kind,

“ Add to the foregoing confidera-
% tions, I had troops entirely prepared
"¢ to act; this, the fulnefs of my trea-
¢ fury, 3nd the vivacity of my charac-
¢ ter, were ihc reafons whyl made war
# upon Maria-Therefa, Queen of Ba-
¢ hemia and Hungary.” '

And a few lines after, he has thefe

very words.

- # Ambition, intereft, and a defire to
“ make the world fpeak of me, van-
E 3 « quithed
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« quithed all, and war jwlas, determined

) y
i 011."', .

From the time.‘ that conguér_ors, or
fiery fpirits that would be conquerors,
firft were, to the prefent hour, I believe
he is the 6nly one who has ever done
“himfelf thus much juftice. Never man,
“perhaps, felt reafon more forcibly, or
liftened more attentively to his paffions ;
‘but this mixture of 2 philofophic mind,
and a diforderly imagination, have ever
compofed his charadter,
"It is much to be regretted thit I pre-
* vailed-op him to omit thefe paffages,
VWh'CI]l I', aftgryuafds gorrgé’ted his wo{ks;

a con-
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a confeflien fo uncommon, thould have
pafled down to pofterity,and have ferved
to thew upon what motives the generali-
, ty of wars are foynded. We authors,
poets, hiftorians, and academician de-
claimers, celebrate thefe fine exploits;
but here is a monarch who performs and

condemns them.

His troops had already entered Sile-
fia, when his Minifter at Vienna, the
Baron de Getfcr, made the very impo-
lite propofal to Maria-Therefa, of ceding,
with a good grace, to the Elector and
King his mafter, three-fourths of that
province : for which his Pruffian Majefty

| | E 4' would
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would lend her three millions of crowns,

and make her hufband Emperor, '

Maria-Therefa, who at that time had
neither troops, money, nor credit, was
notwithftanding inflexible; fhe rather
chofe torifk the lofsof all,than crauch to
a Prince whom the looked upon as the
vaffal of her anceftors, and whofe life the
-Emperar, her father,:had faved, Her
~Generals’ could" fearcely mufter 'twénty
~_thplifapd med. . Marfhal Neuperg, who
-commanded them, forced the King of

" Pruflia to give battle under the walls of
:Neiffe. The Pruffian cavalry. was at
- firft put to the rout by the Auftrian ;

~ -+ -and
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and the King, who was not accuftomed
to ftand fire, fled at the fiift thock as far
as Opeleim, twelve long leagues from the
field of battle.

Maupertliis,. who hoped to make his
fortuncin a hurry, wasin thc fuit of the
Monarch this campaign, imagining that
‘the King would atleaft find him a horfe.
But this was not the roya} cuftom. Mau-
pertuis bought an afs for two ducats, on
the day of battle, and fled with all his
might after his Majefty on afs-back.
This fteed, however, was prefently dif-
‘ta'nced, and Maupertuis was taken and
'ftripped by the Auftrian huffars,

Frederic
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Frederic paffed the night on a truckle-
bed, in a village alehoufe near Ratibor,
on the confines of Poland, whence he was
preparing to enter the northern part of
his own dominions, When. one of his
Korfemen arrived from the camp at Mol-
witz, and informed him he had gained
the victory. This news was confirmed
a quarter of an hour after by an Aid-de-

‘Camp, and was true enough.

. *If the Pruffian cavalry was bad, the
infantry was the beft in Europe; it had
been’ ,undef the difcipline of the old _

.Prince of Anhalt for thirty years, Mar-
thal Schwerin, who commanded, was a
pupil of Charles the Twelfth. He turned
2 : ‘ the
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the fate of the day as foon as the King
was fled. The next day his Majeftycame
back to his army, and the conquering

General was very near being difgraced.

I returned to philafophize in my re-
treat at Cirey, and pafled the winter at
Paris, where I had a multitude of ene-
mies; for, having long befbre written
the Hiftory of Charles XII. prefented
feveral fuccefsful pieces to the theatre,
and compofed an epic poem, I had, of
courfe, all thofe who writ either in verfe
“or profe as perfecutors; and as I had the
audacity to write likewife on philofophic
fubjedts, I of neceflity, according to

ancient
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ancient ufage, was treated as an atheift

by ill thofe who ire called devotees.

" T'was the firft 'who had dared.dcvclop
to my countrymen, in an intelligible
ftyle, the difcoveries of the great New-
ten.  The Cartefian prejudices, which
‘had taken place of the iarejudices of the
Peripatetics, were at that time o rooted
in the minds of the French, that the
Chancellor d’Agucﬂ'eau régardéd any
man whatever who fhould adopt difco-
‘veries made in England, asan enemy to
reafon and the Rate. He never would
grant a privilege that I might have ‘my
‘Elements of the Newtonian Philofophy
prihted. |

Iwas
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. T was likewife a vaft admirer of
Locke; I confidered him as the fole
reafonable Metaphyfician, Aboveall, L
praifed that moderation fo new, fo pru-
dent, and at the fame time fo daring,
where -he fays, we have not fufficient
‘knowledge to determine or affirm, by
the light of reafon, that God could not
grant the gifts of thought and fenfation.

to a being which we call Material.

'The obftinate malignity andintrepi-
dity of ignorance, with which they fet-
upon me on this article, cannot be con-;
ceived. Theprinciplesof Lockehadnever:
occafioned any difputes in France before,
becaufe the Do&ors read St. Thomas.

| Aquinas
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Aquinés and Quénel, and the reft of the
world read Romances. As foon as I
had praifed this- Author, they began to
cry gut againf both him and me.. The
poor creatures, who were hotteft in this
difpute, certainly knew very litdle of
either matter or fpirit. The fadt is, we
none of us know what or how we ’arg,
cXCE-pt that we are convinced we have
motion, life, fenfation, and thought, but
without having the leaft cbnception of
how we came by them. The very ele-
ments of matter are as much hidden from’
us'as the reft. - We are blind creatures,
that walk on, groping and reafoning in
the dark; and Locke was exceedingly
right when he afferted, it 'was not

for
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for us to détermine what the Almighty

eould or could not do.- -

" All'this, added to the fucéels of my

theatrical productions, drew 2 whole li-
brary of Pamphlets down upon me, in
which they proved I was a bad Poet,
an Athciﬁu,. and the fon of a Peafant.

A hiftory of my life was printed, in
which this gehcalogy was inferted—An
induftrious German took care to colle
all the tales of that kind, which had been
crammed into the libels they had pﬁb-
lithed againft me. They imputed ad-
ventures to me with perfons I nc\rér
knew, and withothersthat neverexifted.

' I have
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I have found while writing this, a letter
from the Marfhal de Richelieu, which.
informed me of an impudent Lampoon,
in which it was proved his wife had
given me an elegant coach, with fometbing.
elfe, at a time when he had no wife.

* At firft T took fome pleafure in mak- -
ing a collection of thefe calumnies, but
they multiplied to fuch a degree 1 was
obliged to leave off. Such were the
fruits 1 gathered from my labours: I,
however, eafily confoled myfelf; fome-
times in my retreat at Cirey, and at

6thers in mixing with the beft company.

- While the refufe of literature were
thus making war upon me, France was

~doing
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doing the fame upon the Queen of Hun-
gary; and it muft be owned, this war
was equally unjuft; for after having fo-
lemnly ftipulated, guaranteed,and fworn
to the Pragmatic Sanction of the Em-
peror Charles V1. and the fucceffion of
Maria-Terefa to the inheritance of her
father, and after having received Lor~
raine as the purchafe of thefe promifes,
it does not appear very confiftent with
- the rights of Nations to break an en-
gagemeni fo facred. The Cardinal de
Fleury was perfuaded out of his pacific
meafures; he could not fay, like the
~ King of Pruffia, it was the vivacity of his
temper which occafioned him to take

arms. This fortunate Prelate reigned
F when
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when He was eighty-fix years of age; but

" held tlié reins of Government with a

very féeble hand.

Fhahcé was in alliance with the King
of Prufliz wlicn he feize upon Silefia:
Two atiiles weére fent into Germany
at a tithé when Maria-Terefa had none:
One of thefe aritiies had penctrated to
within five leagues of Vienna, without
‘meeting 4 fingle oppone'nt., Bohemia
Was given to thé,Eie"&or bf BaVaria, who

wis eletted Emperor allo, after having

“been’ creatéd Licutenant-Géneral of the

arinies of the King of Framce. They
{oon, however, committed all ¢he faults

" heceflary

ERREA §B
.7
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neceffary to lofe the advantages they
had gained. '

' Thé, King of Pruffia, in the mean
time, having ma,tured his courage, and
gained feveral vitories, concluded 3
peace with the Auftrians. Maria, to her
infinite regret, gave him up the county
of Glatz with Silefia. Having, withgxﬁ_t
_ ceremony, broke off his alliance with
France on thefe conditions, in the month
of June, 1742, he writ me word he
had put himfelf under a proper regimen,
and thould advife the other invalids to
do the like. |

" This Prince was then at the height of
~ his pewer, having onc hundred’ and
' F 2 thirty
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thirty thoufand men under his command
accuftomed to vitory, and the cavalry
of which he himfelf had formed. He
drew twice as much from Silefia as it
produced to the Houfe of Auftria, faw
himfelf firmly feated in his new con-
queﬁ and was happy, quIe all the other
cOntcndmg powers were fuﬂ'ermg the
miferies of depredation. Princes in
thefe times ruin themfeives by war—he
enriched himfelf. | | |

" He now turned his attention to the
embellithment of the city of Berlin,
where he built one of the fineft opera-
houfes’ in - Europe, and - whither he -in-
vited artifts of all denominations. He -

withed
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- withed to acquire glory of every kind,
and to-acquire it in the cheapeft manner
poflible.

His father had refided at Potzdam in
 avileold houfe; he turned it into a pa-
lace. Potzdam became a pleafant town;
‘Berlin grew daily more extenfive; and
. the Pruflians began to tafte the comforts
of life, which the late King had entirely
negle&ted. Several people had furni-
ture in their houfes, and moft even wore
thirts, for in the former reign fuch things
~ were little known. They then wore
. fleeves and fore-bodies only, tied on
with pack thread, and the reigning
Monarch had heen {o educated.
F3 The
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The fcene changed as it were by ma-
gic; Latedemion became Athens; de-
ferts were peopled; and one hundred
and three villages were formed from
marthes cleated apd drained. Nor did
heneglect to'make verfes, and write mu-
fic: 1 therefire was not fo exceedingly
wrong in calting him, The Solemon of
the North. 1 gave him this nick name
in my Letters, and he c_onﬁm!cd'long‘
to bear it. S '

ME-
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PART THE SECOND.

(VARDINAL de Fleury died the
twenty-ninth of February, 1743, .

at the age of ninety. Never did man
<gme to be Prime-Minifter later in life,
-and never did Prime-Minifter keep his
place fo long. He began his career of
. £oad forfune at the age of feventy-three,
' F 4 by
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b.y being King of France; and fo he
continued, indifputably,to the Qay of his
death, always affeGting the gﬁ;ateﬁ mo-
deﬁy, never amaﬁing riches, and with-
out pomp, formmg hlmfclf only to relgn.
He left the reputatlon of an artful and
amiable perfon, rathe}' th?.n ?hat of a
.man of g"enius,. and was faid to have
known the intrigues of a court, better
than the affairs gf Europe. |

* I'have often feen him at the houfe of
- Madame de Villeroi, when he was only
- the ancient Bithop of the little paltry
* town of Frejus, of which he was always
- called Bithop &y divine -indignation, as
fxuy be feen in fome of his letters.

i Madame
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Madame de Villeroi was an exceedingly
ugly woman, whom he repudiated as foon
as ever. it was convenient. The Mar-
‘fhal de Villeroi, her hufband, who knew
not the Bifhop had léng been the lover
‘of his lady, prevailed on Louis XIV.
‘to name him Preceptor to Louis XV.
From Preceptor he became Prime-Mi-
nifter, and was not backward in contri-
buting to the exilg of his bencfactar.
Ingraﬁtude excepted, he was a tolerably

good mah; but, as he had no talents
| himfelf, he took care to drive away all
| thofe who had, be they of what kind
they would.

Several of the Aéademicians. v}ere de-
firous 1 thould fupply his place in the

E rench
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French Academy. It was afked at the
King’s fupper, who fhould pronounce -
the Cardinal’s funeral oration at the A-
«cademy? His Majefty replied, itfhounld
‘be me; the Dutchefs of Chateauroux,
his Miftrefs, would have it fo; but the
. Count de Maurcpas, Secretary of State,
-wwould not. He was bit with a fookifh
rage of quarrelling with all the ‘Miftref-
fes of his Mafter, and found the effeéts of
: hxs difeafe. - '

An old idiot, who was Preceptorto the
Dauphin, formerly a Theatine Monk,
and afterwards Bithop of -Mirepoix,
pamed | qu-er, updcrtcok, for confci-

.. sBcefalse, to facond -the caprice of M.
de
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de Maurepas. This Boyer having the
difpofal of the church livings, the King
left all the affairs of the Clergy to his
~rm.mgeme.nt. This, in his ppinion, came
under the head of ecclefiaftical matters
and he remonttrated that it would bean
offence again God, thould a profane
perfon, like me, fucceed a Cardinal.

I knew that M. de Maurepas infti,
gated him to a& thus; 1therefore went
to this Minifter, and told him, that °
though the honour of being an Academi-
cian was not a very important dignity,
yet, after having been appointed, it was a
difagreeable thing to be excluded. You
are npon dll terms with the Dutchais do

- Chateau-
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Chateauroux, with whom his Majefty is
in love, and likewife with the Duke de -
Richelieu, by whom fhe is governed;
but pray, iy Lord, what connexion is
there between thefe difputes of your’s,
and a poor feat in the French Acadeémy?
I conjure you to tell me fincerely, in
cafe Madame de Chateauroux can van:
quith the Bithop de Mirepoix in 'this
- conteft, will you remain neuter ?—He
feemed to collect himfelf for 2 moment,
and then replied, « No; I fhall crufh

”
.

¢ you
The Prieft at length conquered the
Miftrefs, and I loft my feat in the Aca-

demy, which did not give me much vex-

ation;
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ation ; but Ilove to recolle&t this.ad-
venture; -it depicts {o truly the little arts
of thofe whom we call the Great, and
thews how really trifles are often con-
fidered by them. as very important .

matters.

Public affairs, however, went on no
_ better, fince the death of the Cardinal,
than they had done during the two laft
years of hislife. The Houfe of Auftria
rofe from its athes into new life ; France
was prefled hard by her and by Edgland;
and we had no refource left but in the
vKinlg of Pruffia, who had led us into this
war, and who abandoned us in our -
neceflity. They conceived the defign of
' ' fending
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fendinig feerétly to found the intentions
of this Monarch, and try if he was not
in a humour to prevent the ftorm, which,
féon or late, muft gather at Vienna, and
fall upon him,, after having viﬁted— us;
to fec therefore if he would notlend usa
hundreci thoufand men on this occafion,
and thus fix himfelf more firmly in the
" Siefian conqueft, ‘

- The Duke de Richelien, and the
Dutchefs d¢ Chateauroux firft imagined
this fcheme, the King adopted it, and
M. Amclot, Minifter for Foreign Af.
fairs, but in & very fubaltern fituation,
was fingly charged to haften my depar-
ture. A -pretext was wanted, and I
4 feized
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feized that of my difputé with the old
Bifhop of Mirepoix, whxch met wnh hige
Majetty’s approbatlon. I writ to the
King of Pruffia, that I could no longef’
endure theé perfecutions of this Theatine
Monk; and that I muft take refuge with
a King, who was a philofopher, to efcape
#he fnare of a Bithop,; who was a bigot.
This Prelate always figned himfelf Zanc,
inftead of Pumrizn, [the ancient] Bifhop
of Mirepoix ; and his writing being very
Bad; we wfed continually to réad -and
éa.ll him the afs of Mirepoix. It wasa
fubje of pleafantry, and never was
x’x‘égéeittiem mere gay.

The -
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The King of Pruffia, who firuck not
with-a palfied hand, when the blow was
intended for the cheek of a Monls", ora
Prelate become courtier, replied with a
deluge of farcafms upon the afs of Mire-

poix, and prefled me to come: . -

. Itook great care, that both my letters
‘and thefe anfwers thould be read. It
foon came to the Bifthop’s ears, and he
went to complain to his Majefty, that
he was laughed at for a fool in a lforeign

court.

The King’s anfwer was, it wasa mat-
ter agreed on, and he muft let it pafs

" without notice.

This
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This an{wer has very little of the cha-
ratter of Louis XV. in it; and, as com-
ing from him, always appeared to me
-extraordinary. Thus I had, at once, the
pleafure of revenging myfelf upon 2
Bifhop, who had excluded me from the
Academy, of taking a very agreeable
journey, and of having an opportunity
to exert myfelf in the fervice of the King
and State. Even the Count de Maurepas
entered into this proje& with warmth,
becaufe at that time he governed M.
Amelot, and confidered himfelf, in fa&,
as the Minifter for foreign affairs.

The moft fingular part of this bufinefs
was, that we were obliged to let Madame
G du
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du Chitelet into the fecret: Therewas
| mot, in her olpihién, any thing in the
aworld fo unmanly, fo abominable, as for
‘2 man to leave a woman to' go and live
Swith a King; and fhe would have made
‘amoft dreadful tumult, had they not
: 'v.igreed, that to ‘apl.)eafe her, the thould
"be informed of the reafon, and that the
detters thould all pafs through her hands. -
< Whatever money I wanted for my
‘5‘6u;mey’,”wés given, upon my mere re-
cceipt, by M.de Monmartel, which power

I took -carenot to abufe. 1 ftayed fome
~ time in Holland, while the King'of Pruf-
“frawas galloping, from one end of his ter-
© “ritories to the other, to be prefent at

L4 -
4

reviews,
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reviews, and my ftay at the Hague was
not nfelefs. I had apartments in the
- Palace de da Vieille €our, which belanged
at that time to the King of Pruffia, in
participation with the Houfe of Orange.
His Envoy, the young Count de Pad-
vitz, loved, and was beloved by the lady
of one of the principal perfons among
their High Mightinefles ; and he gbtain-
€d, from her, copies of all their fecret re-
folutions, which, at that time, were very
prejudicial to the interefts of France.
‘Thefe copies I fent to our Caurt, and

my: fervice was found wery acceptable. -

When I came to Berlin, his Majefty
would lodg‘e me in the Palace, as he bad
' G2 , done
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.done on my former vifits. He led, at
Potzdam, the life he had always led fince
.his advancement to the Throne: the

" manner of it deferves a defcription.

~ He rofe at five in fummer, and fix in
winter. If you wifh to know the royal
gerémonies, what they were on great,
and what on common occafions, the
fundions of his high Almoner, his great
Chamberlain, the firlt Gentleman of his
Bed-chamber,and hisGentlemcnUﬂlers,, «
1 anfwer, a fingle lacquey came to light
his fire, drefs, and thave him, though vhé

-, partly drefled himfelf alone. His cham-

ber was rather beautiful ; a rich baluf-
trade of filver, ornamented with little

Y . loves,
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loves, of exceedingly good {culpture;

feemed to form the alcove of the ftate- |
bed, the curtains of which were feen ;
but behind thefe curtains, inftead.of a
bed there was a library ; and as to the
royal bed, it was compofed of ‘a ftump
bedftead without facking, but ' crofs
¢orded, and a flight mattrefs, the whole
concealed by a fcreen. Marcus Aurelius
and Julian, the two greateft men among
the Romans, and Apottles of the Stoics;

lay not on a harder couch, . .

{., As foon as his Majefty was drefled and
booted, Stoicifin, for a few moments,
;ga'vc place to I;;picurifm. Two or three
;f his favourites entered: thefe were

v

G 3 either
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. either Liéutcnants,'Enﬁgns, Pages, Hei-
dugiies; or young Cadets. . Coffée ‘was’
brought in, .and he to whom the hand«
ketchief ‘was. thrown, rémained ten mi-

nites téte-d-téte with his Majefty.
Things weré fiot carried to'the laft ex-
ttemity, becaufe, while Prince; ih his fa-
ther’s life-time, he had been . veéry.ill

© treated for;and effectually cured of love,.
" in his amours de paffade ¥, He could net

play printipal, and was obliged to ton
tent himfelf with the fecond.

. Thefe fchool-boy fparts being over,
the flate éﬂ'airs" next were, confidered,
ahd his ﬁrﬁ Mibiﬁcr came with a large
bundle of papers under his arm. Thls

* Of once and away.

firfy
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Girft Minifterwas a Clerk, who lodged up
two-pair-of-ftairs in the houfe of Fridef-
dorff, and \a;ras the foldier; now valet de
chambre and favourite, who had former-
ly ferved the King at Cuftrin. The
Secretaries of State fent all the difpatches,
to the King’s Clerk, who brought ex.
tracts to his Majefty, and the King writ
his anfwer in the margin in two words,
The whale affairs of the Kingdom wcre;
thus expedited inan hour, and leldom did
the Secretaries of State, or the Minifters
in office, come into his préfcncc ; DAYy
there were fome to'whox_n even he had
never fpoken. The King, his father, had
put the finances under fuch exa& regula-

tions, all was executed in fuch a military
G 4 manner,
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manner, and obedience was fo blind,
that four hundred leagueé were g'oi_rern'-
ed with as much eafe as a manor. ~

" About (:'lg:\(en o'clack,theKing,booted,
reviewed in his garden his regiment of
guards ; and at the fame hour all the
Colonels did the like throughout the
provinézes, in the interval of parade and
dinner-time. The Princes his brothers,
the General Officers, and one or two of
his Chamberlains, eat at his table, which
was as well furnithed as could be expe&-
ed in a country where they had neither
game, tolerable butchcr’é ‘mgat, nor
poultry, and where they got iall their
wheat from Magdebourg. - o
o When
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‘When dinner was over hc' retired to
his cabinet, and writ verfes till five or fix
o’clock; a young man of th~ name of
Darget, formerly Sccretary to M. de
Valory, the French Envoy, then came
and read to him, At feven he hadalittle
concert, at which he played the flute,
and as well as the beft performers, * His
own (:ompoﬁtiohs were often among the
pieces played, for there was no art he did
not cultiv?xte ; and had he ﬁved among
the Greeks, he would not, like Epami-
nondas, have had the mortification to

confefs he did not underftand mufic,

" They fupped i a little hall, the moft
fingular ornament of which wasa picture,
the
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the defign of which he himfclf gave to
Pene, his painter, and onc of our beft’
¢olourifis. The fubject was totally Pria-
pian. Turtles billing, young men in the
+ embraces of young women, nymphs be-
~ meath fatyrs, cupids at lafcivious fpox;ts, 4
people fainting with defire at beholding
them, and rams and goats at fimilar paf-
times. The fupper was frequently feafon-
‘¢d with the fame kind of philofophy; and
any perfon who had heard the difcourfe,
and looked at this picture, would have
| fuppofed. they had canght _the Seven

Sages of Greece in a brothel.

. Nevet was there a place in the world
where liberty of fpeech was fo fully in-
dulged,
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dulged, or where thevarious fuperftitions
of then, were treated with fo gi‘eat ade-
gree of pieafantry and contempt. God
~was refpected, but thofe who in his ﬁamc
had impofed upon credulity, were not
{pired. Néither women nor priefls éver
éntered the palice; and, in a word, Fre:
deric lived without rcligion, withoiit a

v

councily; and without a court.

Some of the provincial Judges were
about to bufn a poor devil of a Peafant,
accufed of an intrigue of a thocking na-
ture, No perfon, however, is executed
in the Pruflian dominions, till Frederic
has confirmed the fentence ; a moft hu-
mane law, practifed likewife in England,

and
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and other countries.. The King wrote
“at the bottom of the fentence, that free
Liberty of opinion, and of * ¥ ¥ %X %

were allowed throughout hisTerritories.

- A Minifter, near Stettin, thought this
indulgence exceedingly fcandalous, and
let fall fome expreflions, in a fermon upon
Herod, which glanced at the King; he
was thérefo‘rg fummoned to appear be-
 fore the Confiftory at Potzdarn, though,
in fact, there was no more a Confiftory at
Court than thefe was a Mafs.. The poor
man came. The King put on aband-and
furplice. M. d’Argens, Author of the
jév&zi{h Letters, and one Baron de Pol-
nitz, who had changed his religion three

or
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. or four times, drefled themfelves up in
the fame manner. A folio volume of
‘Bayle’s Dictionary was placed upon the
table by way of a Bible, and the culprit
was introduced by two grcnadfcrs, and
fet before thefe three Minifters of the
Gofpel. =

My brother, faid the King, I demand,
.in the name of tile Moft High God, who
the Herod was, concerning whom you
préached? He who flew the children,
replied the fimple Prieft. But was this
Herod the firft? faid the King; for you
ought to know there have been feveral
Herods. The Prieft was filent; he could
not an{wer this queftion. How! con-

tinued -
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tinued the King, have you dared te
preach about Herod, and are ignorant
both of him and his family? You are
unworthy of the holy miniftry, We
fhall pardon you for this time, but know
we fhall excommunicate you if ever you
dare hereafter preach againft any one

whom you do not know.

They then delivered his fentence and
pardon to him, figned by three ridiculous
names invented on purpefe. We fhall
go to-morrow to Berlin, added theKing,
and we will demand forgivenefs for you '
of our brotherhood. De not fail te
come and find us.out. Accordingly the
-Prie{f went, and enquired for thefe three

' labourers
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labourers in the gofpel vineyard all over
Berlin, where he was laughed at; but
the King, who had more humour than
libcrality,"forgot to reimbur{e him for
the expences of his journey.
S

Frederic governed the church mth as
much defpotifm as the ftate. He pro-
nounced the divorces himfelf when huf-
band and wife wanted to pair themfelves
differently. A Minifter one day cited
the Old Teftament on the fubject of di-
worces, and the King told him, Mofes
" managed the Jews juft as he pleafed ; as
for me, I muft -govern my Pruflians to

thie beft of my abilities.’

This
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.« 'This fingularity of government, thefe
manners ftill more {ingular, this contraft
of Stoicifin and Epicurianifm, of feverity
in military difcipline, and effeminacy in
the interior of the palace, of Pages with
‘whom he amufed himfelf in Qis clofet,
and of Soldiers who ran the gauntlet fix
. and thirty times, while the monarch
beheld them thréugh his window, under -
1:vhich the punithment was infli¢ted, of
reafoning on ethics, and of unbridled
ligentioufnefs, formed, altogether, a he-
‘terogeneous picture, which, till then,
 few had known, and which has fince

{pread through Europe.

The
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- The greateft ceconomy of every kind
was obferved at Potzdam; the King’s
table, and that of his officers and do-
meftics, were regulated: at thirty-three
crowns (about four guineas) a day, ex;
clufive of wine. Inftead of the Officers
of the Crown taking charge of this ex»
pence, as at other courts, it was his valet
de chambre ijidefdorﬁ', who was at once
his High Steward, Great Cup-bearer,
and Firft Pantler.

. Whether it was from policy or aeco=
nomy, Iknow not, but he never grant-
ed the leaft kindnefs to any of his former
favourites, éfpecially to thofe who had
rifked their lives for him when he was

H Prince
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Prince Royal. He did not even pay
the  money he borrowed at that time.
Like as Fouis XII. wotld not revenge
the affronts of the Duke d’Otleans,
reither would the King of Pruffia re-

member the debts of the Prince Royal.

. His poer miftrefs, who had fuffered
whipping for his faké by the hands of
thee common harigman, was married at
Berlin to the Clerk of the Hackney-
Coach-oﬂice, for they had eighteen-
* hackney coaches at _Berliti » and her

royal lover allowed her a penfion of
Afeventy crowns (cight pounds fifteen
fhillings) a year. She called herfelf
Mademoifelle Saumers, and was a tall, ‘

meagre:
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meagre figure, very like one of the Sy-
bils, without the leaft -appearance of
meriting to be publicly whipped for a

Prince.

‘When, ll‘OWCVer; he was at Berlin, he
made a great difplay of magnificence on
public days. It was a fuperb fpe@acle
for the vain, that is to fay, for almoft
all mankind, to fee him ﬁt table, fui-
rounded with twenty Princes of the
Empire, ferved in veflels of gold, the
richeft in Europg, by two and thirty
Pages, and as ﬁ1any young Heiduques,
'all fplendidly cloathed, and bearing

dithes of maffy gold. The State Officers
H 2 were
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were alfo em[;l_oycd on thefe occafionsy

though unknown at any other time,

After dinner they went to the'Op‘)erz'
at the large Theatre, three hundred feet
long, which had been built without an
Archite& by one of his Chamberlains;
whofe namewas Knoberftoff. The fineft

‘voices and beft dancers were'engaged in
hisfervice. Barberini at that time danced

at his Theatre, the fame who has fince

been married to the fon of his Chan-

cellor. The King had her carried off
by his foldiers from Veni;:e, and brought
even through Vienna as far as Berlin,
He was a little in. love with her, becaufe

5 S , fhe
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 fhe had legs like 2 man; but the thing
moft of all incomprehenfible, was, that
he gave her a falary of thirty-two thou-
fand livres (above thirteen hundred
pounds.) His Italian Poet, who was
) .obliged to put the operas into verfe, of
which the King himfelf gave the plan,
had little mare than a thirtieth part of
this fum ; but it ought to be remember-
ed, he was very ugly, and could not
dance. In a word, .Barber'ini touched
for her fhare more than any three of his
Minifters of State together.

As for the Italian Poet, he one day
took care to pay himfelf with his own
hands, for he ftript off the gold from the

H 3 orna-.



102  MEMOIRS OF VOLTAIRE.

-orhaments in an old chapel of the firft

King of - Pruffia’s ; on which occafion
Frederic remarked, that as he neverwent
~ to the chapel he had loft nothing. Be-
ﬁdcs,’he had lately written a diflertation
in favour of thieves, which is printed in
the colletions of his academy ; and he
did not think proper this time to con-
tradi& his writings by his actions.

- This indulgence was not extended to
any military beiﬁg. *There was an old

gentleman of Franche Comté, confined

in the prifon of Spandau, who was fix

feet high, and whom the late King for
“that reafon had inveigled into Prufia.
‘They promifed him the place of Cham-

berlain,
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‘berlain, and gave him that of foot foldier.
‘This poor man foon after deferted with
one of his comrades, but was taken and
brought before the late King. He had
the fimplicity to tell him, he repented of
nothing but that he had not ftabbed fuck
a tyrant; and for this anfwer he ﬁaci_ his
nofe and ears cut cff, ran the gﬁunt}ei
fix and thirty times, and was aftcrwgrd;
fent to wheel the barrow at Spandau.
He continued this ethployment to the
very time that M. de Valory, our Envoy,
prefled me to beg remiffion for him of
the moft clement fon of the moft iron-

hearted Frederic-William.

H 4 His
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His Majefty had been pleafed to fay;
it was to oblige me that he had got up
an Qpera, full of poetical beauties, and
© written iay the celebrated Meteftafio,
called Lz Clemenza di Tits. The King,
with the affiftance of his compofer, had
fet it to mufic himfelf. I took this op-
portynity to rccoﬁ,xme_nd the poor qld
Frenchman, without nofe and ears, ta
his bounty, which I did in the following
admonitory verfes,

What! can it be when mighty Frederic reigns
That wretches groan? Oh! Genius univerfal,
Squl ﬁrm,' yétl '_feeling, deign to end the culprit’s
Torments ; ceaft not your generous cares for
M,ifery‘;' | ’
Lo!
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Lo! at your feet, where Pity, daughter of

Repentance, miftrefs of great minds, kneels
trembling ;

Afonifh’d to find her tears thed in vain,

On the hand that has driven Sorrow from tbe
Earth. .

Wherefore difplay with fuch magnificence

The.triumphs of great Titus ? Imitate

Him every way, or vaunt of him no more.

The requeft was fomething v_daring,
but one may fay what one will poeti-
cally. His Majefty promifed i"cmiﬂion,
and fome months after even had the
bounty to fend the poor gentleman in
queftion to the Hofpital, at three pence
a day, which favour he had refufed to

the
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the Queen, his mother; but ﬂlg, in all
probability, had afked only in profe.

~ In the midft of all thefe feafts, cperas,
and fuppers, my fecret negociation went
forward ; the King was willing I fhould
fpeak on every thing, and. I frequently
took occafion to intermix queftions con-
cerning France and Auftria with the
Eneid and Roman Hiftory. The conver-
fation was fometimes animated ;- the King
became warm, and would tell me, that
while our Court was knocking at every
door to procure peace, he fhould not
think it advifeable to go to war in our

defencc. I fent my reflexions upon

paper,

. e aamet .
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;)apcr, left half blank, from my apart-
ment to his; and he anfwered my daring
remarks in the margin. I have this

paper ftill, in which I have faid,

Can it be doubted that the Houfe of
Auftria will feize the very firft oppor-
tunity to redemand Silefia? To which

he anfwered in the margin

Ils feront regiis, biribi,
A la fagon de Barbari,

Mon ami.

Then they received, my friend, ﬂ:aﬂ bc
After the mode of Barbary.

This new kind of negociation finithed
by a'difcourfe, in which, in one of his

moments '
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moments of vivacity, he made me againft

the King of England, his dear Uncle.

Thefe two Kings did not love one ano-

ther. My. Pruffian Monarch told me,
¢ George was the Uncle of Frederic,
butnot of the King of Pruflia ;” and he
ended by faying, ¢ Let France declare

war againft England, and I will march,”

This was all I wanted. 1 returned
inflantly to France, and gave an account
of my journey ; with fuch hopes to the
T'rench Miniftry as had been given me
at Berlim.  Neither were they falvfe, for
the fpring following the King of Pruflia
concluded a new treaty with France, and
-advanced into Bohemia with a hundred

thoufand
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thoufand men, while the Auftrians were

in Alfatia.

Had I related my adventure to any
good Parifian, with the fervice I had
-done the ftate, he would not have made
the leaft dou'bt of my having been pro-
mifed an excellent place. Iwill tell you
‘what was my recompenfe. The Dutchefs
de Chateauroux was vexed the negocia-
tion had not been brought about entirely
by her means ; the had likewife an in-
clination to have M. Amelot turned out
becaufe he ftuttered, which trifling de-
fect fhe found offenfive, and fhe farther
hated him becaufe he was governed by
M. de Maurepas; he was accordingly

: dif-
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diflmiffed eight days after, and I was
included in his difgrace.

+ It happened fome time after this, that
Louis XV. fell extremely ill at the City
of Metz. This was the time for M. de
Maurepas and his cabal to ruin the
Dutchefs de Chateauroux. The Bifthop
of Soiflons, Fitz-James, fon of the baftard .
of James II. who was thought a faint,
would, in quality of Grand Almoner;
convert theKing; and declared he would
neither grant him abfolution, nor fuffer
_ him to communicate, if he did not drive °
his Miftrefs, with her Sifter the Dutchefs
of Lauragais, and their friends from
court; and the two Sifters in. confe-

quence
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quence departed, with the execrations of

the people of Metz.

This ackion of Louis XV. was the oc-
cafion that the Parifians, equally ftupid
with the good folks of Metz, gave
him the furname of Bien-Ane, Well-
beloved. A fellow named Vadé firlt in-
_ vented this title, which all the Almanacs
echoed. As foon as the Prince recover-
ed, he defired only to be the well-
beloved of his Miftrefs, for whom he
found his affection increafe ; and the was-
again going to undertake her Miniftry,
when fhe died fuddenly, in confequence
of the paflions into which fhe had been

3 thrown
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thrown by her difmiffion. She was pres
fently forgot. .

A Mi&l'eié_was now wanted, afxd the
choice fell upon the Demoifelle Poiflon.:
She was the daughter of a kept woman
and a countryman, who livedat La Ferté-
fous-Jouare, and who had amafled fome
money by {elling wheat to theCornfactors.
This poormanat that timehadabfconded,
havingbeencondermnedformalverfa'tion,
- and they had married his daughter to
thé under Farmer-general le Normand,
Lord of Etiole, and Nephew of the Far-
" mer-general le Normand, of Tourneham, .
who kept her mother. The daughter
had been well educated, was prudent, a-

miable,
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~ miable, very graceful, had great talents,

a fine underftanding, and a good heart.

1 was tolerably intimate with her, and
was even the confidant of her amours.
She confefled to me, fhe had always had
- afecret fore-thought that theKing would
fall in love with her, and that fhe had -
always ardently withed he might, with-
out making her withes too apparent.
This idea, which feems fo chimerical for
a perfon-in ker ftation, - originated from
her having been often taken to the royal
hunt in the foreft of Senar. Tourne- -
ham, her mother’s lover, had a country-
houfe near there, and ufed to take her
out to air in a neat Calath, His Ma-

I | jefty
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jefty had obferved her, and had oftent
fent her venifon. Her mother mever
ceafed telling. her fhe was handfomer
than. Madame de Chateauroux, and the
good man Tourmeham eonfirmed it in
raptures. It muft be owned, the daughter
of Madame Poiffon was 'a thorfel for
‘Majefty:  After {He was certain of her
Royal Lover, the told me the was firmly
perfuaded of the doétrine of predeftina-
fion, and the had fome caufe fo to be.
I paffed feveral months ‘with her it
Etiole, while the King made the cam-
paign of 1746.

I hernce obtathed rewards which had
never been granted to my works or my

fervices..
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fervices. I was deemed worthy to be
one of the forty-ufele/s Members of the
Academy,was appointed Hiftoriographer
of France, and created by the King one
of the Gentlemen in Ordinary of hi§
Chamber. *From this I concluded it was
better, in order to make the moft tri-
fling fortune, to fpeak four words to a
King’s miftrefs, than to write a hundred

volumes.

As foon as I had the appearance of a-
fortunate man, the whole brotherhood
of the Beaux-Efprits of Paris was let
loofe upon me, with all the inveterate
~ animofity which might be expeéted from
them, againft a perfon who obtained

12 thofe
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thofe benefations whxch they imagined

enly due to their own merits.

. My connéxien with Madame du Chi-
telet was never interrupted ; our friend-
- fhip, and our love of literature, were

unalterable;- we lived together both in

townand ont.of town. Cirey is fituated
ypon the berders of Lorraine; and King

Staniflaus at that time kept his little

agreeable court at Luneville, Old and
fantatic as he was, he yet had a friendthip

with a lady who was neither. 'His af-
fections were divided between Madame
la Marquife. de Boufllers, and a- Jefuit,
whofe narae-was Menou; a Prieft, the

o moft
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moft daring, the moft intncumgl havc -

gver known.

This man had drawn from ng Sta- ,
mﬂaus, by means of his Qt_xeen, whom
he had governed, about a million “of
hvrcs, near forty-two thoufand pounds,
part of which were employed in build-
ing a magnificent hopfe for himfelf and
fome Jefuits of Nancy. 'This houfe
was‘endowed with twenty-four thoufand
livres, or a thoufand pounds a yéar;
half of which fupplied his table, and the
other half was to give away to whom he
pleafed. The King’s miftrefs ¥ was not
| - by -

© ® Omit the word Milftrefs, it is falfe, and in-
'fert Friend. The Marchionefs de Bonflers was
v Is a moft
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by any means fo well treated ; he fearce-
ly could get from his Polith Majefty
wherewith to buy her petticoats; and
');ct' the Jefu;lt envied what fhe had, and
was vxolently Jea]ous of her power. They
wcrc at open war *, and the poor ng

had

; moft difinterefted friend, and ‘feldom ufed her
intereft but in-the {ervice of her friends; and the
expreflion, wlm‘m{ixb 2o buy ber petticoats, 1s nos
#t all applicable,

% Madame de Boufflers never was at variance
with Fafhéx Menou, who, all-intriguing as he
was, never thodght:of giving Staniftaus Ma-
daime du Chitelet for a miftrefs. ‘That lady, and
M. de Voltaire, never were at Luneville, except
when invited by M¢, de B***, whom they of-

ten
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had enough to do -every day wlien he
came from mafs to reconcile his miftrefs
and his confeffor. Our Jefuit at laft
having heard of Madame du Chitelet,
who was exceedingly well fhaped, and
ftill tolerably handfome, conceived the
proje of fubftituting her to Madame de
BoufHlers. ' .

Staniflaus amufed himfelf fometimes

in writing little works, which were bad

ten vifited, and found very amiable ; they never
went as to the King of Poland. If Menou really
propofed the joume} to Voltaire and Madame du
v Chatelet, it wds w'hen i\e was informed they were
" coming, and to make a merit of it with the King.

The two laft notes are by M. de St. Lambert,
author of a Poem on the Seafons.

1 4 . enough,
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enough, and Menou imagined an au.
thorefs would fucceed with him as a
miftrefs better-than any other. - With
this fine trick in his head he came ta
Cirey, cajoled Madame du Chitelet,
and told us how delighted King Stani-
flaus would be in our company. He
then returned to the King, and informed
him how ardently we defired to come
‘and pay our éourt to his Majefty. Sta-
niflaus afked Madame de Bouflleurs to
_bringus ; and we went to pals tHe whole
year, 1 749, at Luneville. But tﬁe pro-
jeds of the holy Jefuit did not fucceed ;
the very reverfe took place; we were
| devated to Madame de Boufllers, and he
had
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had two women to combat inftead of

one.

‘The life led at the court of Lorraine
was tolerably agreeable; though there,
as in other courts, there were plenty of

intrigues and artifice,

| Towards the end of the year, Poncet,
Bithop of Troyes,who was overwhelmed
- with debts, aﬁd whofe reputation was
loft, withed to come and augment our

intrigues and artifice.

When Ifiy he had loft his reputa-
tion, I mean alfo the reputation of his
fermons and funeral orations. He ob-

tained,
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tained, through the intereft of our tw6
ladies, the place of Grand-Almoner to
the King, who was flattered by having a
Bithop in his pay, and at very fimall
wages too. This Prelate did not come
till 1750: he began his career by in-
triguing againft Madame de Boufflers,
his benefadtrefs, and wasdifmiffed. His
anger alighted on Lewis XV. the fon-
in-law of Staniflaus: being returned
to Troyes, he would needs play a part

in the ridiculous farce of the confeffional

billets, invented by Beaumont, - Arch-
bithop of Paris: he made head againft
the parliament, and braved the King.
This was not the way to pay his debts,
but to get himfelf imprifoned. Louis

' - ' _fent
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fent hxm into Alfatia; and had him
fhut up in a convent of fat écrmaa

Friars.

But I muft return to what conceras
myfelf. Madame du Chitelet died in
the palace of Staniflaus, after two days
illnefs; and we were fo affected, thag:
not one of us ever .-remembered to fend
for Prieft, Jefuit, or any of the Seven
Sa;cramcnté. - It was we, and not Ma-
dame du Chitelet, who felt the horrors
of death. The good King Staniflaus
came to my chamber, and mixed his
tears with mine: few of his brethren
would have done fo much on-a like oc-
cafion. He withed me to ftay at Lune-

' | ' ville;
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ville, but I could no longer fupport the

place, and returned to Paris,

It was my deftiny to run from King to.
King, although I loved liberty even to"
idolatry. The King of Pruffia, whom I
had frequently given to underftand I
would never quit Madame du Chitelet
for him, would abfolutely entrap me, -
new he was ridof his rival. He en-
joyed at that time a peace, -which - he
had purchafed with vitory; and his
leifure hours were always devoted to-
making verfes, or writing the hiftory of
his country and campaigns. He was:
"well convinced, that in reality his verfe
and profe too, were fuperior to my verfe

‘ and
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and profe, as to their effence ; though
- as to the form, he thought there was a
certain ' fomething, a'\tum, that I, in
quality of Academician, might give ta
his writings ; and there was no kind of
flattery, no feduction, he didnot employ

to engage me to come. L

Who might refift 2 Monarch, a Herog
- aPoet, aMufician, a Philofopher,. who
pretended too to love me, and whom I
thought I alfo loved. I fat out once
more for Potzdam, in the month of June,
1750. Aftolphus did not meet a kinder
reception in the palace of Alcina. To
be lodged in the fame apartments that
Marfhal Saxe had occupied ; to-have the

' royal
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toyal cobks-at my command, when I
¢hofe to dine alone; and the royal
éoachmien; when I had an inclination to

tide, were trifling favours. .

- Our- fuppers -were very agreeable.” 1
know not if I am deceived, but I'think
we had a deal of wit. The King was
witty, and gave occafion to wit in others;
and what is fiill more extraordinary, I
never found myfelf fo much at my eafe.
I'worked two hours a day with his Ma-
jefty, corretted his works, and never

failedl highly to. praife whatever was

. worthy of praife, although I rejetted

the drofs. I gave him details of all that
was neceffary in rhetoric and criticifm,

5 - for
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for his ufe; he profited by my advice,
and his genius affifted him more effecc
tually than my leflons.

I'hid no court to make, no vifits td
pay, no duty to fulfil; I led the life of
Yiberty, and had no conception of any
thing moré happy than my then fituation.
My Fredéric-Alcina, who faw my brain
was already a little difordered, ré-
doubled the potions that T might be to-
| tally inebriated. The laft feduction was
letter he wrote, and fent from his apart.
ments to mine. A Miftrefs could not
have writtén more tenderly ; he labour-
ed in his epiftle to difipate the fear
which his rank and character had iﬁff)ir-

' ed:
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-ed: "It contained thefe remarkable

words :

« How js it poflible I fhould brmg
¢¢ unhappinefs on the man I efteem, who
«_ has facrificed his country, and all that
“ humanity holds dear, to me? I refpett
%.you as my Mafter, and love you as
- my friend. VWhat ﬂalvery, what mif-
“ ;fortﬁne,«whgt change can be feared;
« in a place where.you are efteemed as
‘¢ much as in your own country, and
¢ with a friend who has a grateful heart?
L | fefpcé'ted the friendthip that endear-
“ ed you to Madaiﬂe, ciu Chﬁteiet, but
“ after her I am one of yquf oldeft
“ friends. I give &ou, my~pr6mife y‘;u

| “ fhal
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% fhall be happy here as long as I

“ live.”

.~ Here is a letter, fuch as few of their
Majefties write : It was the finithing glafs
to compleat my drunkennefs. His
wordy proteftations were flill ftronger

than his written ones. He was accuftom-

&d to very fingular demonftrations of
tendernefs to younger favourites than
I, and forgetting for a moment I was
not of their age, and had not a fine
hand, he feized it and imprinted a kifs ;
I took his, returned his falute, and
figned myfelf his flave. ' ‘

K It

. e aie ci EEL - e SR ARE Am e e ————— .
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It was neceffary I fhould get permif-
fion from the King of France to belong
to two Mafters: The King of Pruffia
took charge of every thing, and wrete to
alk me of Louis, I never imagined
they were fliocked at Vierfailles, that z
Gentleman in.Ordinary of the Chamber,
ene of the moft ufelefs Beings of z
Court, fhould become a ufelefs Chan#
berlain at Berlin. They granted me
full permiffion, but were highly piqued,
and did not parden me.. ¥ greatly dif:
pleafed the King of France without
pleafing the King of Pruffia, who laugh-
ed at me in the bottom of his heart.

Behold
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" Behold l:he then with a filver key gile
with gold hanging at my button:hole,
a ¢rofs round my neck, and twenty thous
fand livres, or eight hundred guinels a
year. Maupertuis fell fick, and yet ¥

did net perceive the occafion.

At that time théve was a Phyfician at
Berlin, 6ne La Metric, who was the
moft 'frénlg and declared Atheift of al¥’
the medicil people of Europe. He was
a gay, pleafant; thoughtlefs fellow, who
knew the theery of phyfi¢ as' well as the
bett of his brethren, but without contra-
diction the worft pra&itioner upon earth,
for which reafon he had left the profef-
fion. He ridicaled the whole faculty

K2 ' of
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of Paris, and had even written many
lierfonalitics_ againft individuals, which
theyv could not pardon; and they obtain-
ed a decree againft him, by which are-
ward was offered for his-apprehenfion.

La Metrie had, in Eonfcquence, fled
. to Berlin, where he anmafed himfelf fuf-
' ficiently by his gaiety, and likewife by
writing and printing all that can be ima-
gined moft impudent upon manne;s ; his:
b‘;oks pleafed the King, who made him,,
not his Phyfician, ‘but, his Reader.

- One day after the le&ure,' La Metrie,
who fpoke whatever came uppermott,
told his Majefty .there were perfons

exceed-
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ex'.ce'edingljv jealous of my favour and
fortune.—Be quiet awbile, faid Frederic,
dve fqueeze the orange, and throw it away
when we ‘have fivaliowed the juice—La
Metriedid not forget to repeat to me this
fine apophthegm, worthy Dionyfius of
Syracufe. ‘From that time I determined
to take all poffible care of the orange-
peel. * I' had "about twelve- thoufind
guineas to place out af interefl,” but was
detérmined it héuld not-be in- the terri-
tories of my Alcina. - Ifound an advan:
tageous opportunity’ of lending -them
upon the eftates “which’ the .Duke of |

Wartemberg poffeffed in France. .

K3 The
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. -The King, who opened all my. letters,
did frot-doubs of my intention.to quit his
court. The furor of thiming, however,
Rill poflefling him, as it did Dienyfius,
E was. obliged continually, ta pore,. and
1gé%n;x.j¢yi_fg his Hiftary- aof Branden:
bourgs: and all the ref} of kis warks,

- Ia Mstrie died from. having eaten.g
pafy fuffed with trufles, after awery
hearty, dinner as. the table of Lord Tyr-
conacl, -Envay. from Franee, It was
pretended he had besn cnnfeffed before
kis déath. The King was exceedingly
vexed at this, angd :'ﬁ)'Qk care. to be éx-
a&ly informed concerning the truth of

8 | the
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the affertion; they affured him it was
an atrocious calummy, for La Metrie
had died as he lived, abjuring Ged and
Phyficians. His Majefty wa.sconvm:cedz,
and. immediately compt;fcd his funeral
oration, which was read, ‘in his name,
at a public fitting of the Academy, by
Darget his Secretary. - He fettled fives
and-twenty pounds ajyc# likewife ﬁg@g
a girl of the town, whom La Metrie
had brought from Paris, where he had
deft his wife and children,

: 'Maupertu‘is, whe knew the anecdotg -
of the orange-peel, teok an opportu-
nity to fpread 2 report, thatI had faid,
the place of King’s Atheift was v.acant,,'

K¢ ~ This
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This calumny did not fucceed ; but he
afterwards added 1 had alfo faid; the
King’s poetry was bad; and this an-
fwcrcd his purpofc

" From this timc forward, Ifound the

- King’s fuppers were no longer fo merry }

T'had’ fewer verfes .to corre®, and my
difgrace was complete.

~ Algaroti, Dargct, and a ;Frtnchman,
whofe name was Chafol, one of the
King’s beft Officers, 1efc him all at once.
I was preparing to do the far‘ne,' but I
wifhied, before I went, to enjoy the plea-
fure of laughing at a book Maupertuis
had jhﬁ-printed.* It was the beft of op-

portunitics,
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poriﬁnitics, for neverhad any thing ap-
peared fo ridiculous or abfurd. The
good man fenouﬂy propofed to travel
direétly to the two Poles; to diffect the
heads of giants, and difcover the nature
of the foul By the textute of the brain
-to build a city, and make the inhabitants
all fpeak Latm to fink a pit to the cen-
ter of the carth; to cure the ﬁck by .
plailtering them over with gum-pcﬁn,
and, ﬁnally, to prophe{'y, by enthufiafti-
cally inflating the fancy.

The King laughed, I laughed, evcrf
body langhed at his book ; but there was
a fcene ading at that time of a far more
ferious nature, concerning I know not

what
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what mathematical nonfenfe that Mau-
pertuis wanted to cftablifh as difcoveries,
A mare learned Mathcmatician, Koénig,
‘ Libravian to the Princefs of Orange at
the Hague, thewed him his miftake, and

that Icibnitz, who had-before time ex-

amined that old idea, had demonﬁratcd
its falfity in feveral of his letters, copios
of which he fent Maupertuis.

Maupertuis, Prefident of the. Academy
Cat Bcflin, enraged that an affociate and
a firanger fhould prove his blunders,
took care firft to perfuade the King, that
Koénig, being fettled in Holland, was of

courfe his enemy ; and next, that hehad

{2id many. difrefpectful things of his Ma-

jefty’s

-z .




MEMOIRS. OF VOLTAIRE. 139
jefty’s verfe and profe to the Princefs of
Orange. - C

.. This precaution taken, he fuborned
fome few poor penfioners of the Aca-
deanry, his dependents, had Koénig conw
dempmed as a forger, ‘and his name eraf-
ed from the number of Academicians.
Herq"_howevcr he was antieipated, for
Koénig had fent back his Patent-Aca-
demician-Dignity to Berlin.

All the men of letters in Evrope were
as full of indignation at the manceuvres
of Maupertuis as they were. weary of his
book, and he obtained the contemptand
hatred even of thofe who did not-undec-

ftand
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ftand the difpute. “They - were obhged
to content themfelves at Berlin with a
mere fhrug of the fhoulders; for the
King having taken a'part in this unfor-
tunate affair, no perfon durlt fpeak.” 1
was the only one whio fpoke ‘out. "Koé-
nig was my friend; ‘and T had at ‘once
the fatisfa@ion to defend the liberty of
the learned, the caufe of a friend; and
of ’r'ni)'rti'fying;"aii'; enemy, who was as

much the enemy 6f moderation as of me.

Y had no intention to flay at Berlin;

f had always pxl'eféri;cc'f liberty to ‘every
thing ; few men of letters have a proper
fenfe of it; mioft ‘of them are poor;
povcrty enervates, and even philofo-
6 phers,
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phers, at court, become as truly flaves as.
the firft Officer- of thg Crown. 1 felt,
how difpleafing my'f,ree fpirit mutft be to
a Kiné more abfolute than the Grand
Turk. He wasa pleafant Monarch, in the
. receffes of his palace, we muft confefs :
he proteed Maupertuis, and laughed at,
him more than any one. He writ againfl,
him, and fent his manufcript to my,
chambe;- by one Marvitz, a Minifter, of
his fecret pleafures; he turned to ridi-,
éule the Pit to the center of the earth,
the xﬁ_ethod of cure with Plaifter of gum-,
refin, the v:)yage to the South Pole, the.
Latin city, and the cowardice of the Aca-:
demy, in having fuffered the tyranny
exercifed upon poor Koénig. But his

motto
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motto was, INs clamour when I don’t cry s
and he Mad every thing bumt that had
been written upon the controverfy, ex»
eept his own work. o

I fent him ba.ck his order, his Chan
berlain’s kéy,’ and his penfion; h¢ then
did every thing in his power 'to make
~ me flay, and I every thing in my power
to depart. He again gave me his crofy
and his key, and would have:me to fup
with him ;. I therefore once more fupped
Yike Democles, afrer which I parted with
a promife to return, but with a firm de-

fign never to fce him more,

Thus
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Thus there were four of us whe had
eftaped in a fhort time, Chafol, Darget,
Algaroti, and I; in fa®, there was no
fuch thing as ftaying. It is well known
how much muft be borne from Kings,
but Frederic was too free in the abufe
of his prerogative. All fociety has its
laws, except the feciety of the Lion and
the Lamb. Frederic continually failed
in the firft of thefe laws; which is, to fay
rothing difobliging of any of the com-
pany. He often ufed to afk his Cham-
berlain Polnitz, if he would not wilkingly-
change his religion a fourth time, and of- -
fer to pay a hundred crowns down for his
converfion. “ Good God, my dear Pol-

“ nitzy
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" ¢ pitz, he would fay, Ihave'forgot the
“ pame of that perfon at the Hague,
¢ whom you cheated by felling him bafe
¢ for pure filver; let me beg of you to
« affit n‘lymemoryalittle.” He treated
poor d’Argens in much the fame way;
and yet thefe two victims remained. Pol-
pitz havingwafted hisfortune,was ohliged

to {wallow ferpents for bread, and had
| 10 other food; and d’Argens had no
property in the world, but his Jewilk
Letters, and his wife, called Cochois, 2
‘bad provincial aétrefs, and fo ugly fhe
could get no employment at any trade,
though fhe practifed feveral. As for
Maupertuis, who had been filly enough

to
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to place out his money at Berlin, and
not thinking a hundred piftoles better
in a free country than a thoufand in a
defpotic one, he had no choice but
_ to wear the fetters which himfelf had
forged. ' | -

L M E-
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WRITTEN BY HIMSELF.

.PART THE. THIRD.

LE AVING my palace of Alcina,
I went to: pafs a month with the
Dutchefs of Saxe-Getha, the beft of
' Princeffes, full of gentlenefs, difcretion,
and equanimity, and who; God be thank-
ed, did not make verfes. After that k
fpent a few days at the country-houfe of
the

e = -



| MEMOIRS PF VOLTAIRE. 147
the Landgrave of Hefle, who was fill a
temoye farther from ppetry than thg
Princefs of Gotha.  Thus I took breath,
and thence continued, hy fhort journies,
my route to Franckfort, where 3 very
odd kind of defliny was in rgfgrve for
me.

I fell ill at Franckfort, and qne of my
neices, the widow of a Captain who had
belanged to the regiment of Cha,mpagné,
a moft antiable woman, with excelleng
talents, and who, morgover, was efteems
&d at Paris as;bclonginx.; to the Order of
Good Company, had the cauragg to Qult
that city, and come to me op the Maine,
where fhe.found me a.prifonsrs. f war.

L 2 This
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s This fine adventure happened thus:
One Freitag, who had -been banithed.
Drefden, after -having"bcen put in chains
and condemned to the wheel-barrow,
became afterwards an agent to the King
of Pruffia, who was glad to be ferved by
fuch-like Minifters, becaufe they afked
no wages but what they could fteal from

travellers

This Ambaffador, and one Schmitt,
~ ‘a tradefman, formerly condemned and
- punithed for coining, fignified to me,
* ‘on the part-of his Majefty the King of
‘Pruflia, that I muft not depart from
Franckfort, till I had given back the pre~
“cious effeés I'had carried off from his,
Majefty.
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Majefty. ¢ My very good Meflicurs,
¢ (faid I,) I have brought nothing out
¢ of that country, I can aflure youy not -
¢« even the leaft regret ; .what, then, are
¢ thefe famous jewels of the crown of
< Brandenbourg, that you thus re-de-
¢ mand?’— Dat it be, Montfeer, (ane
<« fwered Freitag) ouf dey vurks ouf po-
% efy ouf de King mine mafter.’=<¢ Oh!
¢ (anfwered I,) with-all my heart; he
¢ fhall have his works in verfe and
“« profc; thoﬁgh I have more titles to
¢ them than one, for he made me a
¢ prefent of a fine copy, printed at his
¢ own expence; but, unfortunately for
 me, this printed copy is at Leipfic,
¢ with my other effe@ts.”

L3 Freitag
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Fréieag then propofell that I fhould
fay ue Foarckeore wll ehits ireafilr arriv:
¥ ¥rom Leiplic, nd figied he follow-
$hg citribu g qﬁxttanc’e '

Moty fo fon as Tl B great
Yack core vif Leipic, it de ‘ourks vif ey
B gion it e, yous Jotrwl-go ouf vere you
ko Blebife. Given at Franckfirt de Durf of
Sthne, 1% 53. -—Frfz’tag, sz[a’ent oz.f a’e
’i‘zg hame misfler. '

At the ‘Hotthrh bf Which1 Tg‘hcd
G&d bor "dey “virks ouf Doy Uuf e King

Sekr Yiafér —-'Wlth Shich ‘the R¢ﬁdent
wis Well fatxsﬁed ' ‘

On
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On the twdfth of June the great peck
of poefy came, and I faithfully remitted
the facred depofit, imagining I might
then depart, without offence to any
crowned head ; but at the very inftant
-when we were fetting off, I, my Secrer
tary, my fervants, and even my. niece,
were arrcfted. Four foldiers dragged
us throngh themidft of the dirt, before
M. Schmitt, who had I know pot what
right of Privy-Counfellor to the King of
Prffia. This Franckfort trader thought
himfelf at that moment.a Prufian.Gene-
ral ; -he commanded twelve of the town
guards,witix all the importancgand gran-
dcur an zffair of fuch confequence re- |
guired. My niece had a paffport from

) L 4 the
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the King of France, and, moreover, ne-
ver had correéted the King of Pruffia’s
verfes.  Women are ufually refpe&ed'
amidft the horrors of war, but the Coun-
fellor Schmitt, and the ReﬁdenfiFreitag,
endeavoured to pay their court to Frede-
ric; by hauling one of the fair fex throu gh
- themud. They fhut us up in a kind of
inn, at the door of which the twelve fol-
diers were pofted. Four others were
placed in my chamber, four in the garret,
where they had conduéted my niece, and
four in a fill more wretched gall‘ret,
where my Secretary was laid upon firaw,
My niece, ’tis true, was allowed a fimall
bed, but four foldiers, with fixed bﬁyoo

.

nets,
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nets, ferved her inftead of curtains and
chamber-maids.
In yain we urged we had been invited
" to the court the Emperor had eletted at
Franckfort; that my Secretary was 2
Florentine, and a fubject of his Imperial
Majefty ; that I and my niece were fub-
jects of the Moft Chriftian King; and
that there was no difference between ug
and. the Margrave of Brandenbourg.
They informed us, that the Margrave
had more power at Franckfort than the

Emperor, !

. Twelve days were we held prifoners

of war, for which we paid a hundred and
' forty
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forty croivns,' or feventeen pounds ten
thillings a day. The Merchant Schmitt
had feized on all my effeéts, which were
given back one half lighter: One need
ot -wifh o pay dearer for the pogfy of
the King of Pruffia. I loft about as

~mnoch as it had coft him to fend for me
and: take leffons, and we were yuits at
partiag. R

To comypleat-the adventure, one Ven-.
@uren, a Bookf{éller at the Hague, knave
by profeffion, and bankrupt by habit,
was then retired to Franckfort. This
was the man to whom I had made a
prefent thirteen'yearsbefore of Frederic’s
mangfcript-of the Anti-Machiavel., One

’ finds
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finds fritnds Where one leaft €xpeds-
them. ¥e pretended that his Majefiy
owed him fome twenty ducats, forwhich
I was refponfible: he reckoned the in-
tereft, and the intereft of the intereft.
" The Sieur Friliard, a Bufge-mafter of
Franckfort, in the then year of his reign,
faid, he, as a Burgo-maﬁer, found the
account exceedingly right ; he likewife
found the means to make me difburfe
thirty. ducats, fix and twenty of which
hie took to himfelf, and gave the remain-
ing four to the honeft BookfeHer.

Thefe Oftrogothian and Vandalian af-
fairs being all thus f;ﬁsfa&orily ended,
Iem-
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I embraced my hofts, thanked them for
their kind reception, and departed.
B Some tiine after I went to drink the
waters of Plombieres, and with them
drank heartily of the waters of Lethe,
from a thorough perfuafion, that misfor-
{uncs of all kinds are good for nothing
. but to beforgotien. My niece, Madame
Denis, who was the confolation of my
life, attached to me by her tafte for let-
ters,and the tendereft friendfhip, accom-
panied me from Plombicres to Lyons.
Here I was received by the acclamations
of the whole city, and tolerably ill too
by the Cardinal de Tencin, Archbithop
: of
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of Lyons, fo well known by the manner
in which he had made his fortune; that
is, in making the famous Law, or Lafs,
Author of the fyftem that ruined France,
a Catholic. His Council of Embrun
finithed the fortunc his converfion of
Law had begun. This fyftem made him
rith enough to purchafe a Cardinal’s
hat. He was a Minifter of State, and
toldmein confidence, he durft not give
~ me a public dinner becaufe the King of
France was vexed that I had qﬁitted him
for the King of Pruffia. To this I an-
fwered I never dined, and as to Kings
or Cardinals, I was the man who per-
haps of any in the world was fooneft

determined how to act.
5 1 had
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I had been advifed to drink the
waters of Aix, in Savoy, 3nd though
this place was under the dominion of 2
King, Iproceeded to take the journey.
I neceflarily paffed through Geneva,
wherg the famous Phyfician Tronchin
was juft eftablithed, and who declared
the waters of Aix would kill, but that
" he would cure me, and I followed his
advice. No Catholic is permitted to
fettle at Geneva, nor yet in the Swifs
Proteftant Cantons ; and it was to me a
fubject of pleafantry, to acquire domains
in the only country upon earth where it
was forbidden I thould have any.
I bought, by a very fingular kind of
contrac, of which there was no ¢xample
n,
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i that country, a fmall eftate of about -
fixty acres, which they fold me far
about twice as much as it would have
coft me at Paris; but pleafure is never
too dear. The houle was pretty and
commodious, and the profpeét charm-
ing; it aftonifhes without tiring: on
one fide is the Lake of Geneva, and
the city on the other. The Rhone runs
from the former in vaft gufhes, forming
2 canal at the bottom of my garden,
whence is feen the Arve defcending
from the Savoy Mountains, and preci-
pitating itfelf into the Rhone, and far~
ther ftill another river. A hundred
eountey-feats, ashundred delightful gar-
dens, ornament theborders of the lakes

and
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and rivers. The Alpsata vaft diftance
rife and termlnate the horizon, and a~
mong their prodigious precipices, twenty
leagues extent of mountain are beheld

“covered with eternal fnows.

1had anoihér good houle, with a more
extenfive view, at Laufanne; buta feat
near Geneva is much more ggreeablé,i
In thefe two habitafio_ns I enjoyed What,;
Kings do not give, or r_ather'what they
take away, Liberty and Eafe. 1 iike;
wife had whét they fometimes do give,’
and what I had not of thém. Here then

I put my own precepts in practice.

- How happy did I live in this iron:
age! Every convenience of life and

good
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good cheer were found in my two houfes.
~ An affable and intelligent fociety, filled
up the moments which ftudy and the
care of my health left vacant. My
profperity was f{ufficient to make iny
dear fellow-labourers in literature burft
with envy. I was not however born
rich; and it may be afked by what art I
could acquire wealth enough to live like
a Farmer-general: to which I anfwer,
and I would have others make me their
example, I had feen fo many men of let-
ters poor and defpifed; that I had long

determined not to augment the number.

In France, every man mutt be either
the hamimer or the anvil, and I was-
M born
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born the latter. A fimall patrimony

da..ily becomes lefs, becaufe the price of

a every thing gradually increafes, and be~
caufe government often has both rent
and crep.

It is neceffary to baattentive to every
alteration which Minifiry, ever in want
and ever inconftant, makes in the f-
nances. Therealways are oecafional op-
portunities by which an individual may

- profit without obligation to any one, and
nothing is {o agreeable as to be enefclf
the founder of one’s fortune. The firft
efforts are a little painful, the following

are pleafant; and he whois an ceconomift

in his youth, -will be furprifed in oldage-

at
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at his own wealth, which is the time
when fortune is moft neceffary. .It was
then I enjoyed fortune: it was then
that, after having lived with Kings, I

became a King myfelf.

And now, while living in this peace- *
able opulence, and the moft rigid indes
pendence, the King of Pruffia thoughe
proper to be appeafed: in 1754 he fend \
me an Opera he had made from my Tra.
gedy of Merope, which was, \;'ithout dife
pute, the worlt thing he ever wrote.
From that time he continued to write to
'me:. TIalways had held a correfpondence-
with his fifter, the Margravefs of Bareith,

M2  whofe
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whofe good-will towards me was ‘unal-

terable. -

- : Thus while I, in my retreat, enjoyéd
the moft pleafant life imaginable, I had
the philofophic fatisfaction of feeing, that
the Kings of Europe tafted not of my
. tranquillity ; and. of thence inferriﬁg,
_that the fituation. of an individual is
often preferable to that of the greateft
Kings, as will prefently be feen.

- In 1756, England made a piratical war
vpon France for'fomc:acres of fnow; at
the fame - time- that the Emprefs Queen
of "Hungary,appeared very defirous to

- recover her dear Silefia, of which fhe

had
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had been pillaged by his Majefty of
Prufia. For this purpofe fhe negoci-
ated with the Emprefs of Ruffia and the.
King of Poland, that is, in quality of
Elettor of Saxony, for nobody negoci-
ates with the Poles. On the other hand,
the King of France withed to revenge
himfelf upon Hanover for the mifchief.
which the Ele&or of Hanover, the King
of England, did him at fea. Frederic,.
who at that time was in alliance with
France, and who held our government
in the moft profound contempt, prefer-.
red an alliance with England ; he there-
fore united himfelf with the Houfe of

Hanover, imagining he could keep the.

Ruffians out of Pruffiawith onehand,and. .

M3 the
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the French out of Germany with the
other. He was miftaken in both thefe
imaginings; but there was a third in
which he was not miftaken ; this W';as, to
invade Saxony under pretext of friend-
thip, and make war upon the Emprefs
Queen of Hungiry with the money he
thould rob the Saxons of, The Marquis
of Brandcnbou;‘g, by this remarkable
manceuvre, fingly changed the whole
fyftem of Europe, The King of France,
defirous of retaining him in his alkiance,
fent the Duke de Nivernois, a man of
wit, and who made very pretty verfes,
into Pruflia, The embaflage of a Duke,
~ a Peer, and 3 Poct, feemed likely to flat-
ter the vanity and tafte of Frederic; but
‘ he
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he laughed at the King of Frahce, and
figned his treaty with England, the very
day the Ambaffador arrived. He played
off the Duke and the Peer very happily,

and made an epigram upon the Poet.

It happened at that time to be the pri-
vilege of poetry to govern kingdoms.
There was another Poet at Paris alfo, a
man of rank, very poor, but very ami-
able; in a word, the Abbé de Bernis,
fince Cardinal. He began by writing
verfes againfl me ; he afterwards was my
friend, though that was of little fervice
to him; but he likewife became the
friend: of Madame de Pompadour, and
the ferved him effeCtually. He had

M4 “been .
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" been fent from Parnaflus on an embafly.
to Venice; and he was then returned ta

Paris, and in great credit, -

- The Ki;ag of Pruffia had glided_ a verfe
in his poor book of poefy, which that
Freitag had re-demanded fo earneftly at
Franckfort, againft the Abbé de Bernis. -

§¢ 4wid the fleril abundance of Bernis.”

I do not believe either the book or.
the yerfe ever reached the Abbé; butas
God isjuft, God made him an inftrument
to avenge France of Frederic. The
Abbé concluded an offenfive and de-
fenfive ti’egty with M. de Staremberg,

5 ) the
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the Auftrian Ambaflador, in defpight of
Rouillé, then Minifter for Foreign Af-
fairs. Madame de Pompadour prefided
at that negociation ; and Rouillé was
obliged to fign the treaty, in conjuncton
with the Abbé de Bernis, which was a
precedent without example. Rouillé,
it muft be owned, was the moft ufelefs
Secretary of State the King ever had ;
and moreover, the moft ignorant the
Long Robe ever knew. He afked one
day if Weteravia was in Italy. While-
there was nothing difficult to tranfa&,;
he was fuffered; but as foon as great-
obje&s came on the tapis, his infuffici-
ency was felt, and the Abbé de Bernis
fupplied his place. -

: Mademoi-
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~ Mademoifelle Poiffon, the wife of Le
Normand, and Marchionefs de Pompa«
dour, was in reality firR Minifter of
‘State. Certain cutrageous terms let flip
againft her by Frederic, who neither
fpared women nor poets, had wounnded
the Marchionefs to the heart, and con-
tributed not alittle to that revolution in
affairs, which, in 2 moment, re-uniced
the French and Auftrians, after more
than two hundred years of a hatred fup-
pofed to be immortal. The ceurt of
France, fhat pretended to crufh Auftria
in 1741, fupportedherin 1756; andin
conclufion, France, Sweden, Ruffia, Hun~
gary, the half of Germany, and the Fifcal
of the Empire, all declared againft the
' fingle
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fingle Marquis of Brandenbourg. This
Prince, whofe grandfa'ther could fcarce-
ly maintain twenty thoufand men, had

“an army of a hundred thoufand foot,
and forty thoufand horfe, well provid-
ed, well fele@ted, and better difciplined ;
but there were four hundred thoufand
men in arms to oppofe thefe. It hap-
pened in that war, that each party feized
upon what was next at hand. Frederic"
took Saxony; France took the territories:
of Frederic, from the town of Guelders
to Minden upon the Wefer, and for a
while poflefled all the Eleétorateof Hano-
ver and Hefle, the allies of Frederic;
while the Emprefs of Ruffia took the
whole of Prufia, The King of Prufiia,

" beaten
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beaten at firft by the Ruffians, ‘beat the
Auftrians, and was afterwards beaten
by them in B.ohemiav,the eighteenth of
June, 1757.

The lofs of one battle ought ai)parent-
ly to have cruthed this Monarch ; prefled
onall fides by the Ruffians, French and-
Auftrians,. he himfelf gave all for loft.
Marthal de Richelieu had juft cong¢luded.
a treaty near Stade, with the Hanove- -
rians and Heflians, which greatly re-
fembled that of the Caudian Forks,
Their army. was no longer allowed to-
ferve, and' the Marfhal was ready to
enter Saxony with fixty thoufand men:.
the Prince de Soubife prepared to. pene-,

trate
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trate it on another fide with thirty thou-
fand, and was to be feconded by the arms
of the circles of the empire, whence they
were to march to Berlin. The Auftri-
ans had gained a fecond viétory, and
‘wete already in pofleflion of Breflau;
and one of their Generals had even
- puthed to Berlin, and laid it undér con-
tiibution.” The treafury of the King of
Pruffia was nearly exhaufted, and in all
appearance he would not long have a
fingle village left. They were going to
put him under the ban of the empire ;
his procefs was begun ; he was declared
a rebel, and had he been taken, in all
probability would have beéen condemned
to lofe his head.

| In
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. In this extremity he took 2 f'am:y to
kxl'f himfef. He wroteto his fifter, the
Margravefs of Bareith, that he was going
to terminate his life; bu"t he could not
conclude the play without rhyming. His
paflion for poetry was ftill ftronger than
his hatred of life; he therefore wrote
the Marquis d’Argens a long epiftle in
verfe, wherein he informed him of his

refolution, and bade him adieu.

However fingular this epiftle may be,
from the fubjeét, the perfon by whom it
was written, and the perfon to whom
itv was addrefled, it cannot be tran-
fcribed entirely, becaufe of the many
repetitions; but there are paflages,

' which
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which I will infert, tolerably well turned
for a Northern King.

Yes, D’Al:gens, yes ; the die, my friend, iscaft;
Sick of the prefent, weary of the patt,

To bear Misfortune’s yoke no longer prone,
Henceforth or pains or pleafures I difown 3

Nor thus in mis’ry will I deign to live,

The lengthen’d day, which Nature meantto give;
With héart well fortify’d, wifh eye as firm, '
Undaunted I approach the happy term,

When Night eternal thall my foes confound,

And Fate no more fhall have the‘power to wound.
Grandeurs adieu !—adieu Chimeras all!

No more your flathes dazzle or appall;
Though on my morn of hfe you falfely fmil’d,
And, prone/ to vain defires, my foul beguil’d,
Long fince have vanifh’d all defires fo vain,

And Truth and fern Philofophy remain.
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How frivolous yoa were by Zeno taaght, °
Your errors are n; longer worth a thought.
Adieu, ye gentle Pleafu;'és and Delights,
Seduétive nymphs, whofe flowery yoke unites,
The fweets of fmiling Gaiety and Eafe; -
And all the idle arts by which you pleafe.
Butoh! fhall I, Misfortune’s bo‘nciman, 'fpeal'c '
Of Pleafures and Delights, where Sorrows fhriek |
Can plaintive nightingale, or turtle-dove,

When vultures tear them, ‘ﬁng or coo of love?
Long has the ftar of day but lighted me

To new-born ills, increafe of mifery ;

His poppies Mofpheus has difdain’d to fhed,
Neéar thie darik tutf where I have lain my head ;

' Each morn I cry, and ftill the tear o’erflows;
Behold another day, and other woes.

Whert night appears, night cannot give relief,
Each moment adds eternity to grief. '
Heroes of Liberty, whom I revere,
Brutus and Cato, ye of foul fincere,
' Your
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Your deaths, illaftrious, diffipate iny gloom,
Your funeral flambeaux light me to my tomb ;
Your antique virtue Fear and Death controuls,
And points a road unknown to vulgar fouls.
Vanifh, ye pompous Phantoms of romance,
Ingend’ring fuperftitious ignorance ;
Religious aid I feek not when I’d know .
Or what we are, or whence we come ar go;
Epicurus has taught ho'w'l’m annoy’d,
My body by injurious tithe defiroy’d .
And for the quick’ning fire, the fpark, the breath,
Mortal like me, it perithes in death :
Part of a being organiz’d ’tis born,
Gro'ws with the Child, and doth the Man adorn ;
Suffers when I’m in pain, pleas’d when I'm pleis’d
Is old when I am, ill when I’m difcas_’d;
And when eternal night fhall life inveft,
Will fink, like me, to everlafting reft.
A vanquifh’d fugitive, by friends betray'd,
I fuffer torments more than e’er were laid

' N . (As
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(As moft fititious lying fables tell)

On poor Prometheus in the depths of Hell ;
Therefors, as wretches who in dungeonﬁ deep,
Weary of thus exiﬁing but to weep,

Deceive their butchers, faap their ffrongeft chains,
And end at onge their being and their pains;

So, with ose-noble effort, will Irend

The web of life, and alt my mis’ries end.

This dreary pi@ure will inform thee why

I thus, my friend, have been indug’d to dis;
Nor henco conclude I vainlf feek to claim,

From the dark fenfelefs grave, the bubble Fame:
. But yet remember me when frnitful earth

Gives odorifereus fhrubs and myrtles birth ;
Each fpring, when Mts adorn the youthful year, '
Drop o’er my tomb a rofe-bud and a tear.

He fent me this epiftle written with his
own hand. Several lines arepillaged from
2 " the.
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the Abbé de Chaulieu and me, The
ideas are often incoherent, and the verfes
in general unmuficaly but there are
fome good; and it was a great thing
for a King to write two hundred bad
verfes in the ftate he then was. He was
defirous it {hould be faid he preferved all
his prefence of mind and liberty of
thinking, at a moment when they are
ufually lof ¢o ethers. ‘

" The letter he wrote mc‘ teftified the |

fame fentiments, but there were lefs of
eternal Night, Myrtles and Rofes, Flambeausx,
Chimeras, and fbricking Serrews. 1 com-
bated in profe the refolution he had
taken to die, and had not much trouble
' N 2 in
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‘in perfuading him to live. I advifed
‘him to imitate the Duke of Cumberland,
‘and fet a nefg-eciation on foot with Mar-
‘fhal de Richelien; in fhort, I took all the
liberties one could take with a defpair-
E ing Pdct; and who was not likely much
longer to be aKing. He wrote to Mar- |
“fhal de Richelieu, but not receiving any
‘anfwer he determined to beat us, and -
fent me word he -was going to attack
Marfhal de Soubife. His letter finithed
‘with verfes, worthy of his fituation, his

-dignity, his courage, and his wit.

When fhipwreck flares us in the face,
" Daring let us death embrace, ’
. And live and die a King. '

ot

- As
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- As he marched towards the French
and Imperialifts, he lec;,te to the Mar-_
gravefs his fifter, that he fhould kill him-_
felf, but he was happier than e faid or
hoped.. He waxtcd on the ﬁfth of No-
vember, 17575 for the F rench and Im-‘
perial army, in a tolerably advantageous,
poft, at Rofbach, .on the ffontiers of Sal':-}
ony; and as he had been contmually
talkmg of klllmg }umfelf he was willing
his brother, Prince Henry, ﬂmuld per-
form this promxfe for him, at the hcad;
of five Pruffian battahons, Wthh were.
to fuftain the firft fhock of the cnemy,h
while his amllery thundered upon them,f

and his cavalry attacked their’s.

N 3 " Prince
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' Prince Henry was, in fadt, flightly
wounded in'the neck by a mufket-ball,
and f beheve was the only Proffian hurt
on that day The Frencl‘i and Auftrians
fled at the firft dxfcharge, and theé rout
was the moft urheard of and ‘complete
that hiftory can afford.” The battle of
Rofbach fhall long be celebrated. Thirty
thoufand Fﬁzhch " ai'nd"thn‘ty thoufand
l'mPenahﬁs, were feen flying, fhamefully
and precxpltately, before five battalions
and fome fquadrons The defeats of
Agmcourt Creﬂ'y, and Poxéhers, were
not more huvmxhatmg. T_he difcipline
and milifér%ev&ﬁtibns, which the father
“had begx;n; and the fon made perfed,
were the true caufe of this ftrange vic-

tory.
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tory. The Pruflian exercife had beert
fifty years.in bringing to perfettion. They!
wifhed to imitate them in France as well
as in other countries; but they céuld
not effe® that with the French, natu:
rally averfe to difcipline, in four years,
which the Pruffians had been fifty about.
They had eveén changed theit thanceuvres
in France at éach review, fo that the
officers and foldiers, not half perfeét in
each new one, and the evolytions being
‘all differént from one another, had in
‘reality learnt niothing, but were aétyally
without any kind of difcipline, - All was
in diforder at the very fight of the Praf-
fians; and Fortune, in one quarter of
an hour, fnatched Frederi¢ from) the
’ ' N 4 acpth



184 MEMOIRS OF VOLTAIRE,

depth ‘of . defpair to feat him on the
heights of happinefs and glory.

. He was, however, very fearful, that
this good fortune was merely temporary;
he dreaded to fupport the whole weight
of the Fremch, Ruffian, and Auftrian
powers, and was defirous of detaching
Louis XV, from Mafia-Tcrefa, ,

. - The fatal affair at Rofbach, occafioned
all France'to murmur at the treaéy of
-the Abbé de Bernis with the court of
Vienna. .- Thc ‘Cardinal 'de Tencin,
- Axchbithop of Lyons, had always main-
 tained his rank of Minifter of State,and a
- priyate correfpondence with the King of

France, .
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France, and he was, more than any one,
averfe to the Auftrian alliance. He had
given me a Teception at Lyons, which he,
had a right to believe was not very fatif-
factory; the itch of intriguing, how-
ever, which followed him in his retreat,
and which, it is faid, never leaves men
in place, made him defirous of leaguing
with me to engage the Margravefs of
| B;ujcith to treat with him, and put the
interefts of her brother in his hands.
He would reconcile the King of Pruffia
to the King of France, and hoped to
procure a peace. It was not difficult to
perfuade Madame de Bareith, and the
King her brother, to this negociation ;
and I undertook it with the greater ala-

crity,
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crity, becaufe I forefaw it could not fuc-
~ ceed. The Margravefs wrote to Frede-
Fic, and the leétters between her and the
Cardinal paffed through my hands, I
had the fecret fatisfaltion of being the
intermediator in that grand affair; and
perhaps a: fiill farther pleafure, that of
foréfeeing the Cardinal was 'prepariné '
for himfelf a fubje of great difappoint-
ment., Hewrote to the King of France,
and inclofed the Ietter of the Mafgrivefs;
but how utter was his aﬁoﬁiﬂnﬁetxt at re
ceivingalaconic anfwer from theKing, by
twhich he learnt, the Secretary forForeigh
Affairs would inform him what was his
Majefty’s pleafure. The Abbé de Bernis
di@ated the anfwer which the Cardinal

was
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was obliged to fend to Frederic ; which

anfwer was an entire refufal to negociate.

He was forced to fign a ‘copy of this
letter, by which every thing was ended,
and died of chagrin in about a fortnight
afterwards.

I never could thoroughly underftand
this kind of death, or how Minifters of
State, and old Cardinals with hardened
fouls, fhould have a fufficient degree of
fenfibility to die through fome trifling
difguft. My defign was only to laugh
at him; te mortify, and not to kill.

There was a kind of greatnefs in the.
" Miniftry refufing thus to treat of peace

with
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- with the King of Pruffia, after having .
been beaten, by him, and humbled ;
there 'was“a'lfo great fidelity and good- -
nature in facrificing themfelves for the
Houfe of Aufiria; but thefe vi;tﬁes were
long ill recompenfed by Fortune. The
Hanoverians, Heflians, and Brunfwicki-
ans, were lefs obfervant of public faith,
but more fuceefsful. They had ftipu-
lated with the Marfhal de Richelieu not
to bear arms againft us, but to repafs the
Elbe, beyond which they had “been-
fent; they, however, brok; their bar-
gain of the Gaudian Forks, asfoon as they
knew we had been beaten at Rofbach.
Defertion, the want of difcipline, and
- difeafe, deﬁrc;yed/our armies; and the

refult
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refult of all ouar operations, in the fpring
" of 1758, was, that we had loft twelve
millions and a half fterling, and fifty
thoufand men in Germany, in fupport
of Maria-Terefa, as we had donein 1741

with fighting againft her.

The King of Pruffia, who had beaten
our army at Rofbach, in Thuringia,
went next to fight the Auftrian army at
fixty leagucs diftance. The French
then might ftill have entered Saxony;
the victors were gone, there was nothing
to oppofe them ; but they had thrown
away their arms, loft their cannon, am-
munition, provifions, and efpecially their
underftanding. They werc difperled,

and
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‘and their remains were with difficulty
colle&ted.. A month afterwards, and
on the fame 'day, Frederic gained a fill
more fignal and better foughf victory
over the Auftrians near Breflau. He
retook Breflau with fifteen thoufand pri-
foners, and the re{?: of Silefia was foon
fubdued. Guftavus Aﬁolphus never
performed fuch aéts; we muft therefore
pardon him his poetry, his pleafantries,
his little malice, and even his feminine
fins, The defes of the man vanifh be-
fore the glory of the hero.

I left writing memoirs of myfelf on
the fixth of November, 1759, thinking
them
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them as ufelefs as Bayle’s letters to his

mother; the life of St. Evremont, writ- |
ten by Dcfmaifeaux, or of the Abbg
Mongon, written by himfelf. But many
things, either new or laughable, have
again induced me to the ridicule of
fpeaking of myfelf ¥. Ibehold from my
windows the city where John Chauvin,
the Picard, called Calvin, reigned ; and
the place where he burnt Servet for the
good of his foul.  Almotft all the Priefts
of this country think at prefent like
Servet; nay they even go farther.
They do not believe that Jefus Chrift

¢ From this paflage, and others, it is evident,

thefe memoirs were addreffed to fome in&ividua!,

a Lady, by Voltaire. ‘
+'Was
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was God ; and thefe Meflieurs, who for-
merly gave no‘quarter to purgatory, are
now [o far humanifed, as to-find favour
for fouls in hell. They pretend their
formgnts fhall not be eternal ; that The-
feus fhall not always fit upon his ftony
chair, nor Syfiphus continue everlafting-
ly to roll his rock. Thus they have
 turned their hell, in which they no
longer believe, into purgatory, in which
alfo they do not believe. This is rather
a pleafant revolution in the hiftory of
the human mind, and might furnith dif-
putes enough for the cutting of throats,
‘making of bonfires, and a&ing St. Bar-
tholomew’s day once m‘ore. And yet
t'hey do mot even call names, and re-

proach
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proach one another, fo much are man-
ners changed. I muft indeed except
myfelf, whom one of their Preachers
attacked for having dared to affert that
Calvin, the Picard, was of a cruel nature,
and had burnt Servet withou’f caufe.
Only obferve the contradictions of this
world ; here are people almoft aVOWedly
fe&ancs of Servet, who, yet, abufe
me becaufe I found Calvin wrong for
burning him at a flow fire of green

faggots.

They woald prove to me in form, that
Calvin was a good chriftian, and pe-
titioned the Council of Geneva to com-
municate the papers ufed on the trial of -

o - Servet;
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Seryet;; but the Council was more.pru-
dent; the papers were refufed, and they
Tforb‘lddep 't,;o.“{x;itc againft me in Geneva.
X look upon this little triumph, as one
f the firongeft proofs of the progrefs of

reafon in our age.
LI Ol e 9

. Ehilofophy enjoyed p il more fignal
Yitory over its enemies at Laufanne.
§°me Gofpel Minifters of that country
}h°u§ht proper to compile, I know not
what bad book againft me, for the ho-

“nour, as they called it, of chriftianity ;
and I, wighlittle difficylty, was empower-
¢d to feize and {upprefs the impreffion
by. authority of the Magifirates. This
was perhaps the firf time Theologians

.= o | have

-————
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have been obliged to be filent, and re-
fpect a Philofopher. Judgethen ifIonght
not paffionately to love this country.
Yes, thinking beings, I affert it is ex-
ceedingly agreeable to live in a republic
where you may fay to its chiefs,—~Ceome¢
to-mérrow and dine with me.

I did not, however, yet think myfelf
perfectly free; and as I held this a fub-
je& worthy attention, that I might be-
come fo, I purchafed fome adjoining
lands in France. There were two eftates,
aﬁout a league from Geneva, which had
formerly enjoyed all the privileges of that
city ; and I had the good fortufie to ob-
tain a Brevet from the King, by which

O3 thofe
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thofe privileges were continued to me.
At laft I fo managed my deftiny, that I
was independent in Switzerland, in the
territories of Geneva, and in France. 1
have heard much of liberty, but do not
believe there is an individual in Europe
w};o had wrought his own ffeedorh like
me. Let thofe who will follow my

example ; or, rather, thofe who can.

I certainly could not have chofen a
better time than this, to enjoy repofe far
from Paris. They were then as mad
and inveterate about their private dif-
putes as in the déys of the Fronde, ex-
cept having a&ualiy a civil;'war. But
as :t'llley had neither a Monarch of the |

4 S market-
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market-place, like the Duke de Beaufort,’
nor a Coadjutor, granting benedictions
with a dagger, they proceeded only to
wordy Wars. They began by forging
~ bank bills for the other world, invented -
as I have ‘already faid by Beaumont,
Archbithop of Paris, an obftinate man,
who did evil with all his heart, and from
an excefs of zeal. He was a ferious
fool, fomething in the ftyle of St.
Thomas a2 Becket. T hc; quarrel grew
more violent concerning an office in the
hofpital, the appointment to which the
Parliament pretended wasin them ; and
the Archbifhop holding it to be a facred
Place, faid it depended totally on the
church. Paris was all divided into par-

O3 ties,
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ties, and the trifling faCtions of Janfenifts
apd Mc;lin;iﬁs did not {pare each other.
The King thoughé proper to treat them
as they fometimes ferve fools who fight
in the firect, over whom they throw
buckets of water to part thent : he very:
rightly faid they were both wrong:;. but .
thcy remained not the lefs envenomed.
He exiled the Archbifhop and the Bﬁr-,
liament; but a maﬁen thould: net turn.
off his fervants, till'he is.certain: of find-.
ing others to fupply their places, ’llw
- Court was obliged to recal] the Parlia-
ment, becaufe a Chamber,, called roylal,.
compofed of Counfellors of:State, and
Matfters of Requefts, and erected to de-
texmine Law-fuits, had loft its practice.
} Th’c
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The Parifians had taken 'a”finci not to”
plead before any Court of Juftice, ex- |
cept that called the Parliament. All
the ‘members therefore were recalled,
and imagined they had gained a fignal
victory over'the King. They patéfnalij |
advifed him in their,remonftrances no”~
more to banifh his Parliament, becaufe,
faid they, that 'is' giving a very bad ex-
ample. Thé)'f proceeded to fuch lengths -
at laft, that the King refolved to abolifh”~
one of their Chambers, and diminith the
others; and, foon after, thefe Mefficursall
had their difmiffion, except thofe of the *
great Chamber. Loud murmurs now g
_ went abroad; they publicly declaimed
againft the King, and the fire which
came out of their mouth “unhappily
04 caught
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caﬁght the brain of a Lackey, named
Damien;s_,_.wh,o often frequented the great
Hall. Itis proved, by the procefs, this
fanatic of thc~ long robe never intended
% Kkill the King, but only to infli& a
’ gentle correcion. There is‘ nothing fo
abfu;rd which:may n§t entér. the head of
man. This poor wfetch had been uther
.t,O‘. the Jefuit’s Coﬂege, where I have
fometimes feen the fcholars give flight
ftabs with their penknives, and the
uff;_eﬁ rctﬁrn th;ﬁl. . Damiens, there-
forg, went to‘ Verfailles W1th this refolu-
tion, and therc, in the mld{t of hls
courtiers and guards, Wounded thc ng
with a fmall penkanife.
They dxd not fail during the firft hor-
l;"of of the acéidééf, to;injlpugc ghe blqw to
' the
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the arm of the Jefuits, to wﬁbm, faid
they, it belonged according to ancient
ufage. I have read a letter from one
father Griffet, in which he fays, This
time it was not usy it is at prefent the turn
of Meffieurs. It was of courfe the office
of the Grand Prevot of the Court to
judge the affaflin, becaufe the crime had
‘been committed within the précin&s of
the palace.” The culprit began by ac-
cufing feven members of the Court des
Enquétes, and they withed nothing better
than to leave this accufation upon re-
cord, and execute the criminal. Thus
the King rendered the parliament odious,
and obtained an advantage which will
. endure as long as the monarchy.

| M E-
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’V' O L T A I R E.
v&grrrm BY HIMSELF.

PART THE ‘rb‘mz'r"H ‘AND LAST.

I{I‘ was thought, that M. d’Argenfon
-advifed the King to grant the parlia-
ment permiffion to judge the foregoing
affair; andrhe was well rewarded ; for
eight-days after"he loft.his place, and -
widsexiled:: TheKing had the weaknefs
to grant large penfions to the Counteliors -+ -

1

whe
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who conducted the trial of Damicns, as
if they had rendered him fome fignal
and: difficult fervice; which condu&t in-
{pired them with new confidence. They
again. imagined themfelves important
perfonages, and their chimeras of repre-
fenting the nation, and being: tutors to

Kings, were once morc awakened.

This fcene over, and having nothing -
elfe tadoy they amufed themfelves with
perfecuting: the philofophers. Omer
Joli de: Fleury, Advocate-General of -
the parliament: of Paris, difplayed a
triumph the moft: compleat, that igno-.
rapce, deceit, and: hypaocrify ever ob- °
tained. Sev?ral; men - of. létters; meoft :

cftimable
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eftimable from their learning and de-
portment, formed an affociation to com-
pofe an immenfe di¢tionary of whatever
could enlighten the human mind, and it
became an object of commerce with the
‘bookfellers. The Chancellor, the Mi-
niftry, all encouraged an enterprize fo .
n(;ble;_feven- volumes had already ap-
peared, and were tranflated into Englifh,
Italian, German, and Dutch. Thié trea-
fure, opened by the French to all na-
tions, might be confidered as what did
usat that time the moft honour; fo much
were the excellent articles in the Ency-
clopedia fuperior to the bad, which were
alfo tolerably numerous, They had
Little to complain of in the work, except

too
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too many puerile declamations unfor-
tunately adopted by theauthors of the
colle&ion, who feized whatever came to
hand to fwell the book; but all which

thofe authors wrote themfelves was good.

Omer Joli de Fleury, however, on the
twenty-third of February, 1759, accufed
thefe poor philofophers of being Atheiits,
Deifts, corrupters of youth, rebels to the
King, &c. &c. &c. and to prove his ac-
cufation, cited St. Paul, and the trials of
Theophilus and Abraham Chaumaix #.

* Abraham Chaumaix, formerly ***, fince
Janfenift and Convulfionary, was then the oracle
of the parliament of Paris. Omer Joli de Fleary
cited him as a Father of thc_: Church; he has

fince been a fchool-mafter at Mofcow.

MY
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He wanted nothing but to have read the
book againft which he exclaimed ; for if
he had read it, he was a firange imbecile
being. He demanded juflice of the
Court againft the article fou/, which, ac-

cording to him, was pure materialifin.

‘Pray remark that the article foa/, one
of the wortt in the work,  was written
by 2 poor Dodtor of the Sorbonne, Who
killed himflf with declaiming, right (;r

wrong, againfl materialifm.

The whole difcourfe of this Omer
Joli de Fleury was a fiving of fimilar
blunders. He informed againft a book
he had’ either not read, or not under-

. Mlood;;




_MEMOIRS OF VOLTAIRE. ‘207

ftood ; and;tﬂc cntire,parliame_nt., at.the
requifition of Omer, condemned the
work, ,nof,only without examining, thut
even without reading a fingle page. “This
manner of doing juftice, is very much
beneath the cuftom of Bridoye, for
there they may chance to be right.

The editors had procured the King’s
privilege, and the parliament certainly
had no right to revoke a privilege
granted by his Majefty. It appertains
not to them either to judge of an Arrét
du Cogfeil, or of any thing confirmed in
Chancery: they however affunvd the
power ta condemn what the Chancellox
had approved, and appojnted Lawyers

5 to
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'to'decide upon the fubje@s of geometry
and metaphyfics contained in the Ency-
clbpedia. A Chancellor of the leaft for- |
titude would have annulled the Arret of
parliament as incompetent : the Chan-
cellor L’Amoignon fatisfied himfelf with
revoking the privilege, that he might
not undergo the thame of feeing what
he had ftamped with the feal of fupreme

authority judged and condemned.

One would imagine this adventure
had happened in the days of Father
Garafle, and that thefe were arrets a-
gainft taking emetics; but on the con-

_trary, it was in the moft enlightened

age France had ever feen.  So true it is,
that
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that one fool is enough to difpomour & -

~ mation.

No one will feruple to confefs, that
under fuch circumftances, Paris was no
‘reﬁing-placc fora Philbfopher, and that
Ariftotle was very prudentv in retiring to
Chalcis when Fanaticifm reigned at A-
‘thens. Befides, theé condition of aman
of letters, at Paris, is but one ftep above
a Mountebank. -

The place of Gentleman in ordinary
to his Majefty, which ‘the ng had
glven me, was no great thmg. Meén
are very filly ; for my part, I think it
much bet|':e1:' to build a fine manﬁoﬁ, asl

P did,
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d1d have a theatre, and k;:ep a good
table, than to be hunted at Pans like
of p.arham,’ent or by other peoplc hold-
ing the ﬁables of the Sorbonne.‘ As I
was certa.m I could nelthe‘l: make men
more. reafonable, the parlxaméﬁt lefs
) Pedantxc, nor the Theo]ogmns lefs rxdx-
:culous, I contmucd to ‘be happy far
from thexr follies.

And yet, while I contemplate the

v

ﬁorm, Iam almoﬁ aﬂxamed of my own

!051

tranqujllity I bchold Germanvdyedm

Nev gnag Lot '
_blood ; Francc utterly rumed our ﬂects
and arrmes beaten, our xmmﬁers dxf- '
Lsalel oA A

Imﬂ'cd one after another, without any
4 profpect
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‘profpect of better fuccefs ; and the King
of Portugal affaffinated, not by a Lac-
key, but the Nobility of the kingdom.
Neither can the Jefuits this time fay, ¢
was not us: they have carefully ‘pre-
“ferved their righits ; it ‘has been fliffici-
"ently ‘proved thefe ‘good Fathers had

“glvcn the fan&ified Knife 'to the Parri-
"cides. They give for reafon their fove-
reignty of Pardguay, and fay thiéy have
“treated with “the "ng of Pdrfﬂgﬂ ‘as

between crown and crown

I fhall now ‘relate a tnﬂuig, but as
' ﬁngular an adventurc as ever happencd

ﬁnce ngs and Pocts ﬁrﬂ: wcre fecn on

carth. Frederic, having paﬂ'ed fome

P2 time
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time guarding the frontiers of leeﬁa
.inan mpenetrable camp, began to be‘
tired of inadtivity ;:and, therefore, to
pafs time - -away, cbmpofed an Ode, and
ﬁgned it Frederic; thls he put at the
.head. of an enormous bundle of verfe
;and profe, which he: fcnt to-me. I
_opened -the. package, and found 1 had
.not: bcen the firft who had performcd
‘that operatxon ;. it was. evxdcnt the feals
- had been broken, and I was: ternﬁed at
reading the following verfes:

Oh trifling nation, light and vain!

Are thefe the wafriors whom Turenne
And Luxembourg with laurels :bound‘,
‘Whom Fame’s i;nmortal honours crown’d 5

n Who,
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Who, as we're told in ancient flory, B
Danger and death defpis’d for glory ?
Lo the vile rout! behold each flave
Fearfal in fight, in pillage brave!
~ Behold their feeble monarch move,
The tool of Pompadour-and Love ! 7
' To Love opprobrious, as to Fame,
Unworthy he the Monarch’s name: ’
* At random fee he flings the reins, ‘
Detefting Empire’s anxious pains
His land and people in diftrefs,
vHe revels on in lewd excefs ;
Himfelf a flave, when pride inflates,

Would diftate laws to Kings and States.

I trembled as I read the poem, fome
lines of which are excellent, ormay pafs
for fuch. TIhad unfortunately acquired,
and deferved, the reputation of having

P 3 been 1
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been the continual corretor of the King
of Pruffia’s poetry. The packet had been
opened, the verfes read, might perhaps
be publifhed, the King of France 'woulld
a,ttnbute ‘them to me, and I ihould be-
come not only gmlty of hxgh treafon a-
gaintt -the ng, but wluch was Ihll
Worfe, againft ] Madame de Pompadour.

In this perplexity, I defired the French
Refident at Geneva to come’ to my
houfe, and fhewed him the packct. He
,agreed it had been opened before itarriv-
ed, and though.t there was 10 other way
of a&mg in a cafe where the fafety of my

»,;1\/{,

head was concemed but fendmg it as 1t

RESYIN KRR

Wae to the Duke de Chmfeul Mmrﬁer of
‘ ' : State.
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State. In: any ﬁtuatlon but this I fhould
not have followed his advice ; but it was’
“neceflary to prevent my own ruin, 4nd
I acquainted the court with the true
charater of its encmy. I knew the
Duke de Choifédl would not bétray me,
but content himfelf wu:h perfuadmg
his Ma_]eﬁy that Fredenc was an enemy,
whom, if they could, thcy ought to
crufh. .

The Duke did not'ﬁop here; he was
a man é;fl %t', wrote verfes, and had
friends who wrote alfo Hc pald the

King of Pmﬂia in hxs own com, and fent
me a fatire agam& Frederxc, as bltmg
'and unmercnful as his own. The follow-

£ h, 6.1

Py ing
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ing lines are extralts from this Po-

em * ;

" No longer he the man, by whom
. The arts, fram black oblivien’s tomb, ]
Were call’d, agd o’er Germaina fpread : - |

A hufband, brother, fon of guilt,
Hi's Sire, in juftice, would have fpilt !

" The blood which fo much blood has fhed,

Yet he, audacious, durft afpire
To touch Apollo’s facred lyre ;
* The rhyming King of Poet-tafters:
His Mars’and Pheebus are the fame,

Alike in war and verfe his fame,

Zoilus and Maa'vliﬁs are his mafters.

* I have been affured by M. the P. F. of
§. this Ode was written by S. Pah;xot de Mon-

tenoy.
Beh Qld )
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Behold, in fpite of all his guards,

Where Nero meets the due rewards

Of all his hideous provocations ;
The Tyrant fee of Syracufe
Now proftitute a barren mufe,

Defpis’d while he infults the nations.

And wherefore, favage Cenfor, fay,
Would’ft thou impede their harmlefs play,
When Love, with Nature, fmiling comes?
Shalt thou pretend to judge their rites,
Who ne’er could’ft tafte but thofe delights
Imiaarted by thy noify drums?

The Duke de Choifeul aflured m‘é
when he fent this anfwer, that he would
print the fatire if theKing of Pruffia pub-
lithed his; and added, they would beat
him as heartily with the pen, as they

"hoped
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hoped to do thh the fword Had I
"been mchneel fo to' amufe myfelf 1t de-
pended only on me to fet the King of
France and the King of Pruffia to war

in rhime; which would have been a farce |
of xiovelfy ﬁp'(')h,]eai*'t}ax.: ‘But1 enjoyed
another pleafure; that of being more
prudent than Frederic. I wrote him word
his ode was beautiful, but that he ought
not to pubhfh it; he had glory enough
without that, and fhould not ﬂmt every
door of reconmhatmn with the ng of
France, aggravate him beyond bearmg,

FUCTN SRR & SN

and force him to fome defperéte eﬂ'ort

u’l.v;.-nj i ;l".’ b

too obtain a Ju& revenge. Iadded my

BORIY

mece had burxit hxs ode, m mortal fear

~ oo b

pf its bemg 1mﬁﬁted to me. He belxeved
AT Lan o Vot
x_n_C_,.
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me, and returned me thanks but not
mthout a few rcproaches, for havmg
burnt the beﬁ vcrfes he had ever writ-
ten. Thc Dukc dc Choxfeul kcpt lus

word and was dxfcrec:.

To make the pleafantry compleat, I
thought i it poﬁiblc to lay the foundation
of the peace of Europe on thefc poct1ca1
pleccs, which might have continued the
war to the deftruction of Frederic. My
correfpondenc‘:e with the Duke de Choil
feul gave birth to that idea; and it ap-
peared fo ridiculous, fo worthy the tranf-
actions of the tlmes, that I indulged it,
and had myfclf the fatisfaction of proving
on what weak and invifible pivots the’

| deftinies
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deftinics of nations turn. The Duke
wrote me fcvcral oftenfible letters, con-
ceived in fuch terms, as the King of Pruf-
Mia mxght venture to Tmake overtures of
peace without cfing'cx: of AUﬁria'taking"
umbrage at France; and Frederic re-
turned anfwers in a ﬁmxlar way, with
little rifk of difpleafing the Englith
éourt. This tickliih treaty ié filtin agi-
tation, and refembles the fports of cats,
which give a pat thh one paw anda
fcratch with the other. The King of
Pruffia, driven .ovut of Drefdeh, and
beaten by the Ruﬁ'xans", is in want of
peace; and France, beaten at fea by the
.Englith, and on fhore by the Hanove-
rians, with an ill-timed lofs of men and

money,
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money, is obliged to finifth this ruinous

war.

And this, beautiful Emily, is the p'oint
at which, for the prefent, we ftop.

December 27, 17 39.

I continue to write, and on fingular
_events. The King of Pruffia ended a
letter to me on the 17th of November
thus: I fhall write more fully from Dref~
den, where 1 fhall be in three days; and
the third day he was beaten by Marthal
Daun, with the lofs of ten thoufand
‘men. It feems to me, cvery thing I
behold is the fable of the girl and her
milk. Our great fea-politician, Berrier,

formerly
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‘formerly Licutenant de Police at Paris,
: and’ who, from that poft, became Secre-
tary of State and Minifter of the Mannc,
“without ever havmg feen a vcﬂ'cl larger
than the ferry-boat of St. Cloude, or the
barge of Auxerre; this Berrier, I fay,
“took a fancy to , fit out a fine fleet, and
‘make a defcent on England ; but fcarce-
‘Iy had the fleet peeped out of Breft, be-
“fore it was beaten by the Englifh, wreck~
"ed ‘upon the rocks, deftroyed by ‘the
‘winds, or fwallowed up by the feas.

We have feen one Silhouette, miade
"Comptroller-General of the Finances,
‘of whom no man knew any thing except

that he had tranflated fome of Popé’s
poetry
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poetry into profe. . He was faid to be an
eagle, butin lefs thana month the e1gle
was metamorphofed to an owl He

found the fecret of anmhdatmg pubhc

credxt to that degree, that the State all
i
at once wanted money to pay the troops.

Thc ng was obhged to fend hxs platc
to the Mxnt ‘and a great part ‘of the

kmgdom followed his ehample.

. 7anuary if, 1760.
Frcdenc mu& be perﬁdxous ] he' has
"fent my conﬁdentlal lettcrs to London,
Vand has endeavoured to few dlﬂ'enﬁon
: bet‘mxt us and our alhes. All kmd of
”’perﬁdlcs, pcrnutted to a Grand Kmtr of

‘ 'Pruﬂia, has he a&ed even to the mak-
ing
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ing of verfes, for thofe he muft ever-

make. Ifent them to Verfailles, doubt- '

mg they would be accepted. He will
cede nothmg 5 and propofes, in order to
indemnify the Eleftor of Saxony, that .
they fhall gi‘}e him Erford,which belongs
to the Elector of Mentz. He al‘wafs
muft rob fomebody ; it is his way. We
fhall fee the refult of all this, and of the
campaign they are going to make.

As this great and horrid tragedy has
ever had amixture of the comic, fo they
have lately printed at Paris, Des Pogfies
ouf da King mine Mafier, as Freitgg fays;
in which there is an epiftle to Marfhal

Keith, where he ridicules chriftianity,
| 8 ad
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and mocks at the immortality of the
foul. The devotees are difpleafed ; the

Calvinift clergy murmur. Thefe pedants |
looked upon him as a fupport to the good
caufe. When he threw the Magiftrates
of Leipfic into dungeons, and fold their
beds to get their money, he had the ad-
miration of fuch Prieﬂs; but when he
amufes himfelf by tranflating paffages
from Seneca, Lucretius, and Cicero,

they look upon him as a montfter.

Priefts would canonize Cartouche or

Jonathan Wild, were they devotces.
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